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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 


Tiik followiiip^ History (as I have presumed to call it) is compiU*d»froiii 
observations daily noted ilown ufM)!) the spot, for my ovm satisfaction and 
improvement, assisted by tlie information and remarks of several rcspoc- 
tiihle characters, who also were eye- witnes«‘S of the transactions therein 
recorded. 

Disappointed in my expeetiitit)iis of 8i*einp this sahject undertaken by an 
abler pen, nothing less than a conviction that an accurate detail of this extra- 
ordinary Siege might he useful, Iwtth in a military and historical view, could 
have induced me, at this late peruxl, to puhlisli. 

In the prosecution of this design, one principal diflictilty has occurred. 
The work is addressed to two classes of Headers : thi>so whose principal object 
in the |)cnisal of it was entertainment, I appreliended. micht find the relation 
too minute and circumstantial ; and that, fitiin the insertton of many particulars, 
wliich those of the Military Profession wonld git;at1y blame an author for 
nrcsuniing to curtail or omit. 

With the former, it is hoped that the necessary connection of some events 
(which at first may ap()car trivial) with the groat business of the History, will 
Ik* some apology; and f have endeavoured to diversify the narrative, by such 
Anecdotes and Observations as will occasionally relieve or awaken tlie attention. 
To the latter I shall not attempt any apology. The late Siege of Gibraltar 
afforded many instances of very singular exertions in the Art of Attack and 
Defence, the miniit'ue of which cannot be without their utility to those Officers 
who make a science of their profes^ion ; and they must be sensible, tliat without 
pointed exactness, this design could not have lieen accomplished. In short, 
it must be remembered, that the History uf this Siege is not that of a Mouthy or 
of a Fenr, hut that it embraces a period of near Fol’k Ycahs, exhibiting a series 
of operations perhaps unparalleled. 

To Major Falloiton, the Governor’s first aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant 
Holloway, Aidc-de-Canip to the Chief Kxigineer, I have particular, pleasure in 
this opportunity of rctiirniug thanks for the favour of many kind communica- 
tions ; also to other Officers of Hank, whose names 1 have not their jiennissiou < 
to insert. I must also acknowledge having derived considerable.' assistance, 
01 the two iiitrtKluctory chapters, from the History of the. Herculear Straits. 
Great additions have however been introduced ; and I flatter myself upon the 
whole, that those Chapters will not prove, an unacceptable pai» of the Work, 
since tlicy will render it os complete a Gknkral Histoht of Gthraltais hs 
most reailers will rcHjnire. « 
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CHAPTER t. 

f)en«i«l History of Oibmltar, sinco it wm ftmt nottcml<— Forli6oil undor tho Sorsmi Empiro-- 
Reduction of tlie F«r»Tf!«i iiy Fcrdinaml of i'luiile — Uctoken by the Moon^FiniUi) 
iF-povcrcd by the <'hristiAii«-~TAken by tho Kn(fH«h— Rewiejfert by tlio Rpeniards in 17o^ ; 
•flerwAida in I727-~&uoReAsion. ot tiovemoni to iiie pteeeni time. 


Gtiihaltar is situated in Aiidalusitt, 
the most southern (inn i net* of Spain. 
I’he licK’k is seven inilt^s in eireniii- 
ft»n*nct*, forming n promontory three 
miles long ; and is joined to the eoii- 
tiuent hy an isUiiniis of low sand : tho 
Koutlieni extremity lies in 2' 30'^ 
N. Ut., and in 5' IT/ W. long, from 
the tneridiaii of l^oTidun. 

Hj»toriiiiiS( from very early peritids, 
have noticed Gibraltar, or Mons CaJiH*, 
by a well-known mythological fiction, 
denoininatiim it, and Mons Ahylu, on 
the opiMwite coast of v\friea, the Pil- 
lars of Hercules. It dots not, however, 
appc*ar that the hill was ever inhuhited 
' by the Phtenicians, Clartbaginiaiis, or 
Ihiinaiis, who, in the first ages of tiavi- 
icathm* viFited the bav, and built cities 
ui its neiglibourhtKxI ; or tliat it ever 
engaged the attention of those intrepid 
and succ<,‘s.sful liarlmrians who so vio- 
lently subvi^td tho Roman empire, 
and established a new govenmient iu 
ftpaiu. The period when it began 
n> be remarked for the natural strength 
of its situation, seems well ascKitamed 
to be ig#he bemnning of the ei^th 
oentiiry, when & (then be- 

come a powerfiiljuation in the tAKt, and 
aloqg me coast of Africa) invaded 
Spam, and soon»after made themselves 
masters whole country. 

• Xbe Gothic kingdom, which had 
¥lai|ed in Spdin for 300 years, was, 


pn'vutiis to the invasion of the Sam* 
eens, distruek'd with intestine divi- 
sions ; the nation in general wvre 
ln*eoiiuf efieminate, totally neglecting 
the military discipline of their anoes- 
tors; and their monarch Roderic, a 
prodigate prinw, not a little accele- 
rated their ruin by ravishing the 
daughter of Count Julian, a nolnerooii 
of great wealth and influenct*, and 
^tvernor of Ceuta, in Africa. Count 
Julian, to avenge the dishoijour done 
to his family, eonihiued with other 
discontented chiefs, who hod long coni- 
pjaini^, and were ripe fur a revolt. 
The tyrant was, liowever, Ujo powerful 
for whatever opposition they alone 
could raise; the count, therefore, se- 
cretly retired witli his family into 
Africa, and BC(|uainting Moiisa (the 
.Saracen governor of the western pro- 
vinces) with the divided state of the 
empire, promised, if he would atti-mpt 
to dethrone Roderie, to assist him with 
his own interest and that of his friends. 

Mousa, cautious and prudent, com- 
municated the project to his sovereign 
the Caliph A1 Waiid Ebn Abdalmalic, 
who agmid to try the pmcticability 
of it; and, to inspect more aocurately 
the state of affairs, sent over a small 
detachment 100 borne, and 400 for>t 
were aceordiugly enllMU'ked in tlie 
year 711, niider the oommaad of Tarif 
£lm Zarca, attended by Count Julian, 
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audochttr (lOthic noble ttioii: this small 
force swiri {passed the Herculean Straits, 
and landed on the coast near the pre* 
sent town of Al;fezii*as, where, finding 
no opposition, and the country almost 
defenceless, thi* Saracen general ra- 
vaged the neiglilsHirin^ towns, and 
returned la«len with spoils, to r<»port 
the success of liis first exp(‘dition. ^ 

Mousu, ehitfxl with the fiatteriiiff 
prospect, tlie following year aseeiiihled 
an army of men, and Tarif w'as 

appointed to the ehief command. Hav- 
ing supplied himself with provisions 
and stores, Tarif once more embarked 
on the rapid Strait, and landed on the 
isthmus l)etweeu Aloiis Caipe and the 
continent. The ohjeet of this invasion 
iK'iiig of a more serious nature than 
that of the former, he determined to 
st^cure a communication with Africa, 
by establishing a [xist on the coast; 
and, duly cstiiiiaCing the stmng na- 
tural situation of Mons Calpe, gave 
orders to erect a castle on the face 
of the hill, which might answer the 
original purpose, and also cover his 
retreat, in ease he should lie unfortu- 
nate ill his future operatioii-s. The 
su pey ior part of this once niugnifieent 
pile at present remains ; and, from an 
inscription dikcovered over tlic prin- 
cipal gate, before it was pulled down, 
the period of its being finished is ascer- 
tained to be about the year of our 
Lord 72.). 

Tarif, leaving a garrison at the foot 
of Mons (/aljie (which was now called 
by the Saracens, iu compliment to their 
/ general, Gilyl-Tm-if. or the moun- 
\tain of Tari^, and tlieuee Gibi'ultar), 
inarched into the country, and sur- 
prised many towns, amount which 
was Hera.‘)eu,or Carteio, situated on 
the emst of the bay, about four miles 
distant from Gibel-Tarif. 

King Roderic, receiving intelligence 
of Tariffs approach, assembled a uu- 
ntemus body of troops to oppose his 
pnigress. I^th armies met, after se- 
veral skirmishes, near Xeres, in Anda- 
lusia, and a bloody coufiict ensued. 
The victory was for a long time doubt- 
ful ; but^ the Gtfthic army being raw 
and undisciplined, and part disanected 
aud joining the Saracens. Tarif at 
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length prevailed, aud by this wictory 
was soon in possession of the wholb 
kingflora. 

The Goths, or Spaniards as wc will 
now call them, were driven by the 
rapid conquests of the invaders iuto 
the provinces of Asturias, Biscay, 
Ac., where, like the ancient Britons, 
they maintairuHl a strenuous aftd re- 
spectable opposition. By depirees they 
reussumed tlieir former discipline and 
valour, while their conquerors declined 
into luxury and effeminacy : tliey made 
several excursions from the moun- 
tains, recovering, after many obstinate 
actions great part of the northern pro- 
vinces. This success encouraged the in 
to attempt the total rejection of ‘he 
Arabic yoke. Measures were fon- 
cerU'd among the chiefs, to act with 
union and with vigour. The infidels 
were attacked and routed in successive 
engHgenients ; and the kingdoms of 
Asturias, Galicia ! -«^ii, Navarre, and 
Castile, erected unaer different mo- 
iiarchs. 

Gibraltar, during these transactions, 
increased in importance, though not in 
an (‘qual degree with the neighbouring 
city of Algeziras, which had been Imilt, 
posterior to Gibraltar, on the opposite 
shore of the bay, and was then become 
a fortress of great magnificence and 
strength. This celebrated city seems 
totally to have obscured Cribraltar in 
the histories of thi>se times, since very 
trifiing mention is made of the latter 
till the beginning of the fourteenth 
century, when we leant that Fei'dinaud, 
king of Castile, in the oouilte *his 
conquests, first took it (wish a small 
detachment) friim the infidels. 

Gibraltar could not at this period be 
very strong, as it fell so easy a prey to 
the Christians, whose army had b^. 
and at that time was employed in th«j 
siege of Algeziras. It does noVhow- 
eve^ that FerdinandNras equally 

successful in his ofieratioDS a^ipst that 
city; for we find, iu the year 1316, t^ 
Moors of Grenada applying to the 
emperor of Fez for succour: amj^ tn 
facilitate their reoeptioia Algezinufaxid 
other cities on the coast i^ert^pat into 
the hands of the Africans. We may* 
therefore conclude that Ferdinand #rfdl* 
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ohlige4> to withdrair from before Alge- 
bras, and that he aflerwarda directed 
hia force against the infidels in a more 
vulnerable part, which induced them to 
appl^' for the assistiince just mentioned. 

Gibraltar continued iu the possesion 

r of the Spaniards till 1333, when Abo- 
melin^ son of tlie hiimperor of Fez, 
was aiapatched with further assistance 
to the Moorish king of Granada, and 

* landing at Algi^ziras, iinmediafely laid 
siege to Gibraltar, whilst the Grana- 
dians were milking diversions else- 
where. Alonzo XI. was then on the 
throne of Castile ; and intelligence was 
immediately sent to inform him of the 
descent of the Africans. He was, how- 
ever, prevented from marching to the 
relief of Gibraltar by a rebellion in his 
kingdom, and bv the approach of Ma- 
hoiiii't, king of* Granada, towards his 
frontiers. Aborneliqiie cotiimenoe^l Ids 
iittiick on the castle W'ith great judg- 
ment and braverv*, and tlie Spanish 
^vernor Vasco Perez de M*'yra de- 
fended it with equal obstinacy : but 
Perez having embezzled the monev 
which was advanced to victual tlie I 
gamson, the troops and inhabitants | 
snOTred great distress ; and no prospect ' 
of relief offering, he was compelled, 
after five mouths’ siege, to snm'nder. 

Alonzo having quelled the reliellioD, 
and obliged Mahomet to retire, was 
then milling to the assistance of 
Perez, and was advanced within a sliort 
distance of Gibraltar, when he was in- 
formed of the capitulation. He was 
resolved nevertheless to attempt its 
recoD%ry»before the Moors could vic- 
tual and y^pair it : he accordingly pro- 
ceeded on his route, and encamped 
ibefore the town five days after it had 
surrenderee^ Alonzo parted his army 
into three divisions; the main body 
'occupied the isthmus, the second he 
*ient by boats to the red sands, and the 
third climhad op the north of tha hill 
aberve tlie town. Several sAious at- 
tacks nad been made on the castle, 
when Mahome^ king of Gnina^ join- 
ing Abomeliquc's forc^ their cotn- 
bi%d army encamped in tlie rear of 
the Spaifh^s, extending across the 

. isl^us fhnn the bay to the Mediter- 

• nemqeao. Thib position hemmed in the 


besiegers, debarred them frtnn foniging, 
and cut off' their communifntion with 
the country. Alonzo, though thus cri- 
tically sitmited, still maintained the 
siege; but at length, driven to great 
dimculties for want of provisions, uiid 
Inuring that some of liis disaffected 
subjects, taking advantage of his ab- 
sence. wertf again in anns, he hcar- 
k^iietl to an accommodation, and u us 
permitted to retire with his aiiny. 

To be thus disgracefully compelled 
to raise the siege did not agree with 
the ambitious and impatient temper of 
Alonzo: he secretly nieditah'd a new 
HttaeJc whenever an op|iortiinity should 
occur; and this inientiun was not a 
little strengthened by his success in the 
year 1343-4, when Algeziras was taken, 
after a most memorable siege. In ]34fi 
the tumults and civil w'ars in Africa 
afforded him the opportunity he w'aio^d 
for: great preparations were iberefore 
made for this expedition, which w as not 
esteemed of inferior constapiciicc to the 
pr<*C4Kling siege of Alacziras, ns the 
Moors, since the loss of that city, had 
paid great attention to the completion of 
the works, and to tJie rendering of the 
place considerably stronger by addi- 
tional fortifications; the garrison was 
also numerous aud well provided, and 
of their choicest troops. 

Alonzo encamped liefore Gibraltar in 
the liegioning of 134ff,and iminedintcl> 
laid waste tlie delightful groves, gar- 
dens, and houses of plcastire, w hiclt wen* 
erected in its neighbourhood. I'he siege 
was commenced with great braviT^, 
and though the camp of thi* Castiiiaus 
was much harassed by the flying squa- 
drons of Granadian horM% yet the castle 
in the course of several months was 
almost reduced to a ejipitulatioii. At 
this critical period a pestilential dis- 
order swept away numbers of the bi- 
siegers, and among tlie rest Alonzo, 
who died, much lamented, on the 26ib 
of March, 1350; and the Spaniartif 
iininediatcly afterwards raised the 
siei^. 

The descendants of Abomelique oon- 
tinacd in quiet possession of Gibraltar 
till 1410, when Jusaftlll., king of Gra- 
nada, availing himself of the intestine 
divisions which prevailed among ^le 
* 2 
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African Moors, tcK>k |H>sscsiiioii of the 
place. Th(* iuliahiUdJO*, liowever, not 
relishing the ^>veriiiiieut of their nexr 
masters, unaiiimouhl^ revolted the fol> 
louring year against the Oranaduin al- 
caide, drove him witli his garrihoii out 
of the town, and wrote to the einj)cror 
of Morocco, to Ixi taken again under 
his protection. The emperor dis- 
patched his broth«*T Sayd, with loo5 
horse and 'JdOO foot, to their assistance. 
The king r>f (Iranada, Iwiiig informed 
that Sayd had garrisoned the castle, 
marched with an uriiiy, and sending his 
fleet round to the hay, appeared before 
the place in 1411. Saya advanced to 
meet him, hut, ludug worsted in sc- 
venil skirini.sheN, was obliged to reU*eat 
within the oastlc, and lieing closely he- 
bieged, and reducc<t to gnmt distrebs 
for want of provisions, was at last com- 
pelled to submit. 

In 14'iri, Ileni'y de Guxmnn, Count 
de Niehlii, formed a di'sigii of attacking 
fiihralUir hy land and sea; hut, impru- 
dently skirmishing with the garribon, 
from *his galleys, before his son John de 
(*u/man arrived with the land forces, 
he was defeated, and fiiroed to a preci- 
pitate retreat; in w'liich conftision ho 
iiiinself lost liis life, and many of his 
followers were killed and drowned. 

In I4ti2, a civil war breaking out in 
Granada, great part of the garrison of 
Gibraltar was withdrawn, to assist one 
of the eompelitors for the crown : the 
governor of Tarifa hud intelligence of 
this by a Moor, w ho had left the town, 
and embraced the C'liristiaii faith. An 
army was aecoi-diiigly assembled from 
the neighiKiuring garrisons, aiul ii\~ 
braltar was besiegiil. The inhabitants 
defended it with gn-at resolution ; but 
fivsh troops joining the Ix'siegers, the 
garrison siirivnderi'd to John de Guz- 
man. Duke de Medina Sidouia (son of 
the iinfortuiuite Count de Niebla), who, 
hearing that the place was reduced to i 
great distress, hastened to the cjimp, and 
arrived just in time to lie present when 
the Moors capitiilatecl. From this pe- 
riod it has remained in the hands of the 
Christians, after having been in the 
possession of tlie >Jaliometans 746 years. 
Ihe news of this conquest was so ac- | 
eeptable to Henry IV., of Castile and ! 


Iaxiu, that he addi d it to his roy al. title , 
and gave it for arms, (rule*, a cnbilc. 
proper f with a key (lerident to the gate 
or (alluding to its lx*ing the key to thi 
Mediterranean ; w hich arms have eve 
siiui:e Uvii continued. Pedro de Porras 
was ap{)oinred governor; but the suc- 
ceeding year King Henry made a jour- 
ney to Gibraltar, and su|M;i‘sedod^him, 
giving the command to Don llcrtrund 
de la Cueva, Count ]A;dernia, who 
placed the trust in the hands of Ste- 
phuno Villacreces: the Duke de Me- 
dina Sidouia, however, afterwards re- 
cuver(>d and enjoyed it, till the reign 
of Fenlinand and Isabella in l.'}02, 
when it was annexed to the crown. 

Ill the year IMO, Piali liumet, one 
of l kn‘l)ar<)vsa‘ s captains, biirprised and 
pillaged (jibraltar, making prisoners 
niuriy of the principal inhuhitants ; hut 
lieiiig met on his return hy bome galleys 
from Sicily, the «*orsairs were all killed 
or taken, and the prittmers retleenied. 

In loSd, during the reign of ('harles 
V., the foiiiticatious of the town were 
imxleniised and several additions made 
hy Daniel SpeeUel, the emiwror’s 
engineer; after wdiicli tlie place was 
thought to be impregnable. From '•Ais 
time there upp«^ars a chasm in the his- 
tory of the garrison till the year ir<i4, 
when Gibraltar was wrested (most 
prolmbly for ever) from the dominion 
of Spain, hy the English, under Ad- 
miral Sir George Hooke. This officer 
had liecij sent into the Mediterranean, 
with a strong flei^t, in the spring of 
1 7t >4, to assist Charles, archduke of Aus- 
tria, in obtaining the crown l^ajn; 
but, his instructions being limited, no- 
thing of importance was done. Sensi- 
ble of the reflections that w*ould fall on ‘ 
him, for being inactive with so pow- 
erftil a fleet, he held a conftcil of war, 
on the 17th of July, 1704, uearTetiiau, 
at which several schemes were .pro- ^ 
pose^ particularly a second attack upon 
Cadiz, w^ich however was tho^^t im- 
practicable for want of a sufficieA body 
of land forces. At len^h it was r^ 
sfdved to make a snddeC and vigorous 
attempt on Gibraltar. ^ * 

The 2 1 St of the same montl,^the fleet 
arrived in the bay; and** 1800 men^ 
Knalish and Dut^ commanded bju 
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Alie Prince of Hesse d'Annstadt, were 
"landed on the ibtliinus. The prince 
then summoned tlie garrison ; hut tlie 
governor refusing to surrender, pre- 
parations were made for the attaek. 
By daybreak on the 23rd, the shi|)s 
appointed to cannonade the town, under 
Aaiiiirals Byng and Vandordusseii, 
witlPthosc that were destined to hatter 
the new mole , couimaiided by Captains 
Hicks antrSuiiitHr, were at their hcvc- 
nil stations. The admiral made the 
signal to begin the cannonade, which 
was perfbnncd with great vivacity and 
effect, so that the eneuiy, in five or six 
hours, were driven from tludr mins, 
cspecialljr from the new mole head. 
Tne admiral, considering that by gain- 
ing that fortification tlie town might 
sooner Ikj reduce<l, onlew^d Captain 
Whitaker, with the armed Itoiits. to 
possess hintself of it; bet Captains 
flicks and Jumper, who lay next the 
mole, pushed ashore with their pin- 
naces, iK'fore the rest came up; where- 
upon tlie Spanianls sprung a mine, 
which blew up the fortifications, killed 
2 lii^utenants uiul 40 men, and wounded 
T'he assailants nevertheh'ss kept 
posst^sion of the work, and iM^iiig joined 
by ('aptain taker, advaiice<l and 
hKik a small redoubt,* lialf-way lie- 
tween the mole and the town. The 
Marquis de Salines, who was governor^ 
being again summoned, thought proiier 
to capitulate ; hostages were thendbre 
4‘xchauge<l, and the Prince of Hesse, 
on the 24th of July, 1704, took }K)sses- 
siou of the gates. 

* jCotifithstanding the works were 
very staong, mounting Bmi pieces of 
ordnance, well apjiointcd with amrau'* 
nition and stores ; yet the garrison, at 
most, ooiiiisted of only 150 ineii, ex- 
elusive Ilf the inhabitants. The mar- 
quis marched out with all the honours 
of war, and the Spaniards who chose 
to remaiif were allowed the sat ||0 pri- 
vileget^they had enjoyed und<*r King 
Charles II. The loss of the English 
•in this attack^'as, 2 lieutenants, 1 mag- 
tar, 57 sailors, killed; 1 captain, 7 
Reutena^ # hoatswaiiL. 207 sailor^ 


' The pnMi*ni battery. 


The Prince of Hesse remained go* 
veriior; and os niuiiy men fis could well 
lx* B|HLred from the lleet were left as a 
garrison. Sir (it*orge Rooke after- 
wards sailed for Teluan, to wooil and 
water. This biding |XM*formed, he 
sti*cred tip the Meditenaneun, and on 
the i;fth of August, oft' Malaga, engaged 
French fiK't, under the c<niiinand 
«»f Count de Toulouse. The action was 
long and wann ; but ninny of the Eng- 
lish ships, having cx^amded a givat 
quantity of animuniiion in taking 
(iibmltar, w't're soon obliged to quit 
the line; which gave the enemy a 
decided su[M.‘riority. T'he engagement 
ended in a drawn battle; and .Sir 
Getirge returned to Gibraltar, wbei'e 
he stayed eight days to refit; and 
flu'u supplying the prince with what 
men and provisions he could Miuire, 
mailed thenoe on the 4th of S«?pteiidRT, 
N.S., on his way home, leaving 18 
men-of-wnr under the coninmiul of .Sir 
John l.«i;uke, at LisIkih, U> he in readi- 
ness to Kueeour the gurriHoit, it' there 
should be (xeasiou. 

The courts of Madrid and Paris were 
greatly coiieenied at the loss of so im- 
|N>rtunt a fortn^ss as Gibraltar, and, 
eonsidering its n*covery of the last coii- 
M*4pieiice to the cause, the Marquis de 
ViliadArins, n grandee of Simin, wag 
orden-d to liesiege, and eiideavtmr to 
retake it The Prince of Hcnsi*, ap- 
pristxl of their intentioiis, and being 
further informed that they w'ere to Imj 
assisted by a naval force from Toulon, 
sent advice to Sir John Ix'uke, n*quest* 
iiig assistance and suppliers. Sir John 
prepared tor Uiis duty ; but in the mean 
time a fleet of French ships arrived, 
and landed six battalions, which joined 
the Siuiiiish army. After diseintiark- 
ing their reinfbreements, the French 
scpiadron proceeded to the westward, 
leaving only six frigates in the bay. 

On the nth of October, 1704, the 
Marquis ^p**"*^ biii-teiw^«*^iy against 
the town; anosoon afterwards Sir 
John Ixsake arrived with 2u sail of 
English and Dutch ships: hearing, 
howt'ver, that the enemy were prepar- 
ing to attack him with a superior force, 
be thought it most eligible imtnediatcly 
to retire and refit, that he might be in 
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h lKntr>r erudition to supply and assist 
the garrisoif, in a second expedition, for 
which ho had very priideiitlv directed 
reparations to be made at Lisbon in 
is ulisence. On the ^Ath ho again 
put to sea ; and on the :29th unexpect- 
edly f'litering th(> bay, surprised three 
frigutoh, a fire-sliip,two English prizes, 
a tartan, and a store-ship. He then 
liindod the reinforcements, and supplied 
tlie garrison with six moutlis* provisions 
ainl ainniunition, at the same time de~ 
ta<diing on shore a Uxly of .^00 sailors 
to assist in repairing the breaches which 
tiad been made by the enemy's fire. 
The arrival of the admiral w'as very 
opjwrtune an<l critical; for that very 
night the munpiis had resolved to at- 
tack the place by sea and land at five 
(liiferont points: for which purpose he 
had assernbletl 200 boats from Cudiz, &c. 

'’I'hoiigh disappointed in their de- 
signs, the Spaniards still entertained 
hopes of taking tlie fortress ; and sup- 
posing the troops would be less on their 
guard while the fieet was in the bay, 
tlioy formed the desperate sohemc of 
surprising the garris<ui, though tlie ! 
llritish admiral was before the town. 
1‘iie 31st of Octolier, 500 volunteers 
took the KocraineiiL never to return till 
they had taken Gibraltar, This for- 
lorn |)urty was conducted by a goat- 
herd to the south side of the rock, near 
tlie Cave-guard (at that time called the 
Pass of Locust-trees). Fortune, in the 
liegiiining, so far favoured the enter- 
prise, that they mouiite«l the rock, and 
lodged themsolves uii|H!rceived the first 
night in St. Michael’s cave ; the suc- 
ceeding night they scah*d Charles the 
Fitlh's wall: surprised and put to 
death the guard at the Signal-house 
and at Middle-hill, where afterwards, 
by ropes and ladders, they got up 
several humlreds of the party who had 
Ix'en ordered to sustain them; but 
being discovered, a stn>ng detachment 
of grenadiers marched up immediately 
from the town, and attacked them with 
sucli spint, that 160 of them were 
killed, or driven over the precipice, and 
a colonel and .30 officers, with tlie re- 
mainder, taken prisoners. These brave, 
but unfortunate adventurers, were to 
have beeu supported by a body of 
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French troops, and some feints were t^ 
have lieen made below to engage the 
attention of the garrison ; but the com- 
manding officer! disagreeing, tliey were 
left to their fortune. 

Sir John l^nike was not idle whilst 
he remained in the bay, but was couti- 
mially alarming the enemy on their 
coasts. The 22udof November Ifi? had 
information, by one of his cruisers, 
that a strong squadron was fitting out 
at Cadiz, which would be soon ready 
for sea; and receiving further intelli- 
gence, that a convoy, fitted out from 
Lisbon for the relief of (Gibraltar, was 
on its way, he prepared to join it off 
Log^ in order to protect it past 
Cadiz; but was coufmed within the 
Straits by a westerly wind. The 
prince, in the mean time, redoubled his 
exertions tr> prcv**nt the enemy's de- 
signs, who flattered themselves, that on 
the arrival of their fieet from Cadiz, 
8ir John would be obliged to retire, 
and the garrison surrender to their 
united attacks. Their fire was con- 
tinued with additional vivacity, many 
cannon in the place were dismounted, 
and the works were materially itiju^ 
in different parts. 

Afiuirs were in this sitnation, when 
part of tlie long-wished-for succours 
arrived on the 7th of Decemlx^r ; and 
two days following, the remainder came 
in with near men, wioi propor- 
tionable ammunition and provisions. 
They sailed fVom Lisbon under convoy 
of four frigates, and thought them- 
selves safe oil discovering, off Cape 
Spartel, a fleet of men-uf-wait ufider 
English and Dutch colours: eypecting 
to meet Sir .John, with the combinea 
fleet, at the entrance of the Straits, 
they endeavoured to Join thegi, but for- 
tunately were ' fkey then' 

hoisted out their boats to tow the ships, 
when, perceiving the men-of-war ex- 
tend f^en^lves in form df a half 
moon, in order to surround ^^em, 
they began to suspect some deception, 
aufl accordingly made a private signal,- 
which totally fhistrated the enemy's 
measures, who were thereby dLq(coverefl, 
and, striking their false coloFriJr^eDde^ 
vonred to fidl upon the transports ; but 
these latter, being lighter vessels* * 
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^’U|>e(l hy tbeir oars, and. night ruiu- 
H»g on, stt'eroil for the with tlio 
loss of only two trans^iorts. It was 
now thought no longer necessary to 
dotuiu the fleet iii the hay, or on the 
coast ; especially when Monsieur [*oin» 
t!8 was BO near, with a biiperior force. 
Sir John accordingly arrived at Lisbon 
tl)e hitler end of the year. 

The Spanish gtMienil Iteing reinforced 
with a considerable body of iufautry, 
made an attack, on tlie 1 1th of January, 
1705, with itO grenadiers on the w'orks | 
at the extremity of the King's lines ; 
hut, two olticers and seventl others 
being killed, Uic rest retreated. 'J'his 
repulsi' did not, however, discourage 
hi 111 ; for, early on the succeeding day, 
the attack was rt*newed hy 5oo or WM) 
grenadiers, Kivnch and i X^lons. suf)- 
ported by 10 <k» Spaniards, under Lieti- 
tenaiit-Iieneral Tuy. Their d isiK^itio n 
was to storm a hreacli which had been I 
made in the round t4>wer, at tlie ex- 
tri'mity of the King's lines, and another 
ill the iiitrenchnieut on the hill. The 
wliicJj covered tho latter 
bi'cach, with purl of the intrenebment 
joining the precipice of the rock, was 
d(fciiued at night hy a captain, three 
s ubaltern s, and UO men; but it was 
customary for the captain to withdraw, 
with two subalterns and (>0 men, at 
du} break. The round tower was de- 
fended bf 18U men, cominunded by a 
lieutonant-colonel. The marquis, hy 
deserters from the garrison, had oli- 
taiiie<l intelligence gf the stmigfh of 
these posts, and coucerU*d his attack 
acci9rdu)gly. The detachment for the 
upiicr hivach inouiitiHl the rock &t dead 
of night, and Cfincealed tlienis<dves in 
the clefts till the captain hud with- 
drawn. They then wlvauced to the 
<miiit of tile iiitiyiichtiient, and, tlimw^ 
iDg on the subaltern and his 

party, obliginl them to retreat. At the 
same tiiiia 3()u men stonued the round 
lower^where Lientenaiit-Cfftloiftl Harr 
madf a vigorous defence, though the 
. enemy having passed the breach above, 
f^mioyed him on the flank with great 
stones grenades: ola-crving, how- 
ever, IlfirSpaniards marching down to 
^cut off Ins retreat from the town, he 
%etired. and liv getting over tlic pam - 


nK of Uie King's liiiiw, descended iuto 
the covered way, where die Knglisli 
guards were posteil. By this time die 
garrison was alanned; all the regi- 
ments assembled at their profsT |H)sts; 
and Captain Fisher endeavoured to 
stop die progress of the enemy with 1 7 
men, but was nqiiil.sed and liitnseU 
taken prisoner. Lieutenant - Colonel 
Moncal, at last, with 4(M) or .5oo men, 
charged tJiem with such bravery, that 
they were nqiiilsed, and die tower was 
rc^takeii after it had been in their pos- 
session iipM'urds of an hour. 8(kui after 
this attack, six ctnnpaiiieH of Dutch 
troops, and dot) English soldiers, were 
received by the garrison, with provi- 
sions and stones. 

The Spaniards and French were still 
olistinu(4‘Iy lK‘nt on tlu* n‘Covei*v of 
(iihruliar. The Marquis de Vilfnda- 
rias was superseded by the MiU’»liul 
Tessi*. a Frt'uch general; and Monsieur 
Pointih uns directed to eo-operato with 
the mat'shnl in blocking up die port 
with a powerful fleet. 'I'he iiuirslial 
joined the army with four fresh bat- 
talions, Itesidet* eight eompauies which 
had VKt*n wmt U'fore. 'J iie ordnance, 
which from constant use had lieeo 
greatly injured, were totally exchanged; 
and die works, as they then MimhI, were 
put in the best impair. 

The English iniiiistr}' had lu’cn in* 
formed or the enemy’s new arrange* 
nieiits; end, seiiRihle of the importance 
of Gibraltar, (»rdered a reiiiforceirient, 
under Sir Thomas Dilkes and Sir John 
I llanly, to join Admiral Sir John 
at Ivishoii, 7'lie junction lieing cflccted, 
and his own fleet iffitted. Sir John, on 
the oth of Maivh, sailed with 28 Eng- 
lish, 4 Dutch, and 8 Portuguese men- 
of-wnr, having on hoard tuo battalions. 
Happily for tin* Wsieged, the incessant 
rains about this period had retarded 
the marshal's o|H*rations, and greatly 
distn'ssed Monsieur Pointis, several of 
whose 6hi|)s were forced from tlieir 
anchors by a strong westerlv wind, and 
driven to the coastward. lie, with the 
remainder of his squadron, was quitting 
die bay, wlicn the British admiral eii- 
torcil the Straits, and about half past 
five, on the momnig of the 10th, was 
almost '^breast of ('ahrita Point Sir 
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John Leake, iiu>covering five i^ail leak- 
ing out of tile buy, aiul a giin fin^t at 
them froin^tlie garriKoii, concluded that 
the town was Mife, and iiumediately 

S ive chace. 'riiroe French hliiiw of 
e line were taken, and Admiral l\»in- 
tls’s Khi'p mul anotiicr run aKhore and 
burnt. Sir John after warda looked 
into Malaga, where Mime of the hliijw* 
that had been driven from the harlKigr 
hud Uiken ohelter; but, hi'aring the 
repfirt of the guns, they had tnaae the 
best of their way to 1 ouloii. Sir John, 
finding the jiurMiit of them in vain, 
returned ou the I9tli to (Tibrultar, 
whicdi was now' so well supplied, tiiat 
Marshal Tess<! withdivw his troo|Ki 
from the trenches, and formed a block- 
ade; drawing an intrenehnierit across 
the isthmus, to prevent the garrison 
from ravaging the country. 

In the course of this siege, tiie enemy 
did not lose fewer than 10 , 0(10 men, 
including those who died of sickness, 
dec. The garrison lost about 400. 

The Prince of Hesse reniaiiitd iu the 
laee while (ho batteries were repaired: 
e made also some additions to the for- i 
ttfications, and left the garrison much 
stronger than it was liefore the siege. 
The prince then joined the Archduke 
Cliarfes at Lisbon, w here the combined 
fleets of Knglan'd and llolhiud were 
as8cn)bh>d, to support that prince in 
obtaining tbe crown of Spain. 

As flic archtliikc was resolved to try 
his fortune with the Karl of Peter- 
borough, in Valencia and Catalonia, 
tbe Prince of H**ss«* was sent back to 
GibrulUir, to jiri'pare part of the garri- 
son to eiidnirk, and soon after was fol- 
lowed by tlic fleet; upon whose arrival, 
in August, ITO.*), the archduke was 
receiveii hy the garrison as lawful 
sovereign of Spain, and proclaimed by 
the title of Charles HI. Having taken | 
on board the English guards, and three ' 
old regiments, leaving only two new I 
battalions in the town (as there was no { 
danger to be apprehended fW>ni tlie ; 
enemy), they proceeded, on the .'ith of 
August, for Valencia. His Majesty | 
then appointed Major-General Ihimos, | 
who had been present during the siege, ; 
il^venior of Gibraltar ; ana sent with { 
him about 400 luou for ifs gi cuter , 
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security, (jleneral Kamos afterwards 
resigned his government, and tres sup* 
ceeded by Colonel Koger Elliot ; dur- 
ing whose government Gibraltar was 
made a free port, by a special order 
from her Majesty Queen Aiiiie 

The following was the governor's 
mii pift»stQ on tlie occasion : — 

** Hy the Hon. Roger Ellioh Cilolonei 
of one of lier Majesty's regiments of 
foot, and Governor of the cHy and gar- 
ristm of Gibraltar. 

“ Whereas her Majesty of Great Bri- 
tain, &c. hath been graciously pleased, by 
her warrant to me, dated 1 9th February 
last, to coiifinn her fom^er decluTations 
for the freedom of tliis port, and to re- 
gulate and command me not to permit 
any duty or imposition whatsoever to 
be laid or received for any ship or 
vessel, or for any goods, wares, nier- 
ehandis<‘, or provisions, imix>rted or 
exported out of this port; but that the 
same be five and opi^u for all ships and 
vessels, goods, wuivs, merchandise, and 
proviKions : these are to make known 
and publish her said Majesty’s royal 
will and pleasure; and all poisons con- 
cerned are hereby strictly rc<iuired to 
I take notice thereof, not presuming to 
' d(*mand or receive ony duty' or imposi- 
tion whatsoever for any ship or vessel, 
or for any goods, wares, merchandise, 
or provisions, as they will answer the 
contrary at their peril. *■ 

“Given at Gibraltar, April, 1700.” 

Colonel Congreve w'as commandant 
before 1714. He was succeeded by 
Colonel Cotton. In 1720 (iibrgltar 
seems to have been thrcate'iiecf by the 
Spaniards. Ceutu, a Spanish •'fortress 
in Ikirbary, had then been besieged 
many years by the Moors ; and a for- 
midable forced commanded by theMaf* 
quis de Leda, was assembled in Gibral^ 
tur Hoy, under pretence of relieving it, 
but with a secret intention of first 6ur- 
prisiug^ Gibraltar; for whicn mirpose 
they had procured scaliiig-laddchi: &c. 
&c.* lliis annameut was not fitted out 
so secretly but that the British minis- 
try bad timely notice, and, 6uspecui|g 
some dispatoh^ dfd^K to Co- 

lonel Kane7 governor of Misor^, im- 
mediately to embark a part .of his gar^ 
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. risdn, uid repair to Gibraltar, under Prince’s lines vert* ulso extended to the 
johvoy of the fleet in the Mediterra- extremity of the rook ; and im iinumig- 
nean. On his arnTal he found Gihral- causewiiY waa fomiod c^t 

tar in a ver^ critical situation ; the of the nn)ra 88 that was in front of the 
c^rrison consisting only of three weak grand battery, 
battalions, commanded by Major He- The Count deliUs Torres ooinmanded 
therington, who, except ‘Major Butte- the Spanish forces, amounting to near 
' roux, jpas the only iield-ofticer in the 20,000 men ; and mhhi alter his camp 
^fany officers were absent, only' was formed, he advuncxMl within reach 
6 p:teen davs* pravisioiis in the sttircs, of ftie gun'ison. The brigadier there- 
*’-aad many Spaniards in the town, with u}>on dispntdKHl a parley, to desire 
a fleet before its alls. Such was the “7'lmt he would witlidraw fitmi tho 
feeble posture of afl'aira when he op- ran^ of his guns, otherwise he should 
portuiiely arrived wiili 500 men, provi- do his utmost to force him.” The 
sious, and ammunition. The British count answered, “ That, as the garri- 
commodor e acted ufterwanls in so sou could comiuund no more than they 
s^ii iteii a manner, that the Marquis de had power to maintain, he should obey 
Ixda was obligt'd to sail for Ceuta, his Catholic Majt‘sty’s orders, and eu« 
though he ooiiiimied of opinion that croach as far us he was able.” Not- 
the garrison might have been takini by withstanding this insult, as war had 
a ^neral assault. not Itceii formally declaretl, the hri- 

This scheme proving alM>rtive, GiIh gadier tfoixfid commencing hostilities, 
raltar rcmaincHi unmolested till the till the Spaniards, by their proccH^dings, 
latter end of the year 172(), w’ben the should oblige him, iu defence of his 
Spaniards, who had kept a watchful command. 

eye on the garrison, assembled an In the liegirining of Fehruury', Bri- 
army in the neiglihourhocHl of Alge- gadier Clayton, the lieutenunt-go- 
ziras. On the 20 ili of .laimary follow- vernor, nrrivH w'ith reiiifonHftneiits, 
ing, they encamped on the plain Im'Iow on l)oard Sir Charles Wager's fleet; 
St. Rflque, and lM>gan to erect a battery and a eonneil of war was immediately 
on the iHfach to [irotect tlieir caiiij). summoned, but the n^snlt was a deters 
Admiral Ilopsoii was then at aiiebor in mination not to lira ufHtu'the Spaniards, 
tlic Iray, with a very formidable fleet; The loth of February, the etieiny 
but, as he bail not received any iiifelli- brought inaferials for hatteries to the 
gence of ho»><iiiti(^ having (xmimeuccd old windmill, on the neutral ground ; 
between the courts of Great Britain and upon which the lieutenant-governor 
Madrid, he wiui with relui>Uuicc com- again collecteil the Si^uKC of tlie admirals 
* polled to overknik the transporling of and field-officers ; when in the second 
provisions, artillery, and ammunition council it was iinuiiiinonsly agreed that 
from.Atg(*ziras (where they had formed the Spanish general had made open M'ar 
their depot^) to the camp. Brigadier in encroaching so far on the liljortiesof 
Kane, who had Ix'eti a second time or- the garrison. This Ixung their opi- 
dered from Minoix'a to Gibraltar, lay nion. Brigadier ( 'lay ton sent a parley 
also pnder sii^ilar enibarrassmeute with ti> the count, to know the reason of his 
thee admiral. The operations of the bri>||kiii 0 ^ gmimd ; to which the count 
edemy, however, tending towards a r«*plied, that ** he was on his master's 
direct attack up^m tlie garrison, he ground, and wsjs not nuswerable to any 
thought it piwdent to order the 8 m- other person for liis conduct.” As tliii 
niards out (If the tow'n, and forbffi tlxdr answer directly in<licatcMi the hostile 
galleys alichoring under his gtins. iiilentions of the Spuniards, the lieute- 

B must he understo<Kl that (Gibraltar nant-governor, iu the evening, with- 
had undergone ctfiiKiderabie altomtiims drew the out-guard, and the succeeding 
since Vhc sie^ of i705; Mfveral works day in the a^ernooii opened the old 
had Ijeen on the heights above mole and Willis’s batfieries on their 

^e lines, whi% were distinguisheil by workmen. They persisted, neverditr 
^ liame of Willis’s liatteries : ilie less, in carrying on the work ; and at 
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night a large' psirty marched down to I 
the Deril’s Tower, wliere they iiniiie- | 
diately broke gnmnd, and begin a 
couiiuunicatioii with their other work. 
Tliia party were greatly unnoyiMl in 
marching to their post, hut were soon 
under cover of the rock, w here the guns 
could not be depressed to hear upon 
them. 

Numtiers of the enemy deserti^ to 
the garrison, by whom, on the 1 7th, the 
litMirenant-govenior was informed that 
they were co:istructing a mine, in a 
cave under Willis's, with an intention, 
if possibU', to blow up that battery. 
The engiiUHTS on this intellim?iice re- 
connoitered the cave; which, after 
some ilifficiilty, they disc-overed, with a 
sentry at the entrance ; and a party was 
immediately stationed to annoy the 
communication with musketry. On 
the morning of the 2*ind, the count 
opened on the garrison, with seventi»eii 
piece.s of cannon, iK'sides iiiortars. The 
day following Hrigadier Kane left the 
uarrison. to detach a reinforcement from 
Minorca. In the mean time Sir Charles 
Wager and Admiral Hopson, with the 
fh*et under their command, were con- 
stantly distressing the enemy, by inter- 
cepting their homeward-Umnd ships; 
and the prizi^s which w’ere brought 
into the bay grcatlv benefited the be- 
sieged. Tile o^ March, the enemy 
ojiened a new battery of 22 guns on the 
old mole and town; and on the 8tb, 
another of I guns, liearing also upon 
the old mole, which, it seems, prove<l a 
trouliiesome iKittery to the western Hank 
of their approaches. 

The lieutenniit-governor continued a 
constant and w'ell-dircctcd fire from all 
the batteries that bore upon their Works : 
but the ordnance in general being old 
w'ere bursting daily on the batteries; 
by which accidents the garrison expe- 
rienced more casualties than fh>m all 
the fire of the enemy. The 27th, Col. 
Middleton's regiment arrived, also six 
companies and a half of Col. Ilay-'s, 
with two engineers, a captain of artil- 
lery, and 8«»venil bq|Q|yy;;aUijrs, gunners, 
and iqmEQggfis, with 140 recruits for the 
other regimenft. 

The admirals, the 2tid of April, 
formed the design of bombarding Alge- 
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ziras, whence the enemy ifcrre con- 
stantly supplied with various articles 
of ammunitiou; but the ships, after 
getting under way, were becalmed, and 
obliged to come to anchor; after which 
the navy never gave themselves any 
further concern about annoying them 
in that quarter. On the 10th Colonel * 
Ctisliy arrived in the Solel^y, with 
.Vio men, from Minorca; and two days 
following the admirals sailed to tn9 
westward, leaving Commodore Davies 
behind, with six men-of-war and the 
9loo|is. Sir Charles did not return 
during the siege. The Ibtli, the lieu- 
tenant-governor ordered two seijeants, 
with ten men each, to advance from 
the spur-guard, under the rock, and 
along the ca'isewuy, and alarm the 
enemy in the trenches; giving them 
din-etions to retire when they found 
their guards sufiicientiv alarmed, when 
he intended to salute tbem with grape, 
&c. from Willis's and the lines. These 
orders were executed, and the enemy 
instantly l>cat to arms; hut the boni- 
iMirdier appointod to give the signal to 
the batteries, firing too soon, the enemy 
saw through the. design, and retireu 
without any considerable lo.ss. * 

I^ord Portinore, the governor, ar- 
rived on the 21st, with a battalion of 
guards, and another of the line; also 
Colonel Watson, of the artillery, with 
several noblemen as volfiuteers. The 
26th the count ojxmwl a new battery 
against Willis's and the extremity of 
Priuc<''s lines. Their batteries now* 
mounteti sixty cannon, liesides mortars. 
Til the lieginning of May Uie garrison 
had intelligence that the^enemy de- 
signt'd an assault: precautions were 
accordingly taken, and the ^ns on 
the lower defences loaf]|pd with grape. 
The Spaniards gdded still to Kmir 
approaches, and raised various co^ 
muiiications to and ftt>m their advanced 
bigteries. Towards theol 6th and 20th 
their firing abated, but thei* engineers 
proceeded in advancing thei/trenches. 
On the dlst a vessel arrived with 375 
barrels of powder frdh Lisbon. _ June 
^he .*lrd the Solehav^ came in, with a 
ftiither supply of 980 l^pnels of pow- 
der and 5<H) tliirteen-iuch shells, from 
Mahon. The firing ctmtiiiuod tiftHhe 
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12m. when about ten at inglit CoJftuel , 
Fittgerald, of the Irish brigmle, bent I 
a }Kirley, and beiuff admitted into me { 
urrison, delivered letters to J^tvl i 
’ortiiiore from the Dutch minister at ; 
the court of Madrid, with a copy of j 
the preliminaries of a goneral peace: 
whereuixm a susi^nsion of anus took 
place ami all hostilities ceuscd on both 
^id(*s. 

Tlic garrison lost in tlie whole about 
300 killed and wounded ; and 70 cau> 
non, with 30 mortars, burst during 
the siege. The euemy's casualties could 
never Ik* asceiiaiued. lii killed, W'oiind* 
ed, &c. it M'as conipute<l they lost near 
soon men. 

When liOrd Portinore and tlie count 
agret'd to a cessation, the Spaniards of 
course were eoiupelled to forsake the 
mine under Willis’s: their parties, 
however, taking iKVhsessioii of it a 
second time, his lordship considered it 
as a breach of the articles of cessation, 
and represented it acconlingly. The 
count afterwards withdrew ; the works 
were diamantled mid levelle<l, and the 
troops retreated to their diRcrent can- 
tonmoiits. 

The Spaniards during this siege 
never made the least attempt to out off 
the commnuicatioii by sea ; so that the i 
garrison was n^gulurly supplied with 
provisions aq|l fascines from Barliary, 
and had a regular correspondence with 
England. 

^ In 1728 the Parliament of Great 
Britain addressed his Majesty King 
Geor^Jl.. to take effectual cure, in 
the treaty tiien pending, to jireserve his 
undoubted vight to (sibraltar and the 
island of Minorca. Overtures had lieen 
made by his Majesty G<H>rge I. to re- 
store the fomfer u> Spain, if the pai-lia- 
mcfit would have dbnsented to such 
rci^titution ; but the minister, finding uii 
oppositfon, degliued proceeding in the 
business, 1730 Lieut.-Gen.dkiliiUe 
was ^'amor of Gibraltar. The Spa- 
niaixM during his government erecte<! 
the forts ajid li^ across tlie isthiiuis, 
aliodtvi mile fi™ the garrison, which 
effectiudly any communication 

with the oouiftry, and, as we have ex- 

e ganoed, are of cwisidereble advan- 
p! in eas^ of a siege. The western 


iort, oalled St. Philip s, eiUmdy com- 
mauds the l>est unclmrage oh tl\e side 
of the bav next the gairison. Lieut. - 
(ten. Ckilunibitic succeeiled Geueral 
Sabi lit*, and he was succeeded by Lieut- 
Geii. Hargrave. 

General Bland was appointed go- 
vemor in 1 7-B), at which time a general 
rclWf of troops took place. The esta- 
blishment at that period was four Imt- 
tidions of infaiitiT and a company of 
artillery. Lon! (Tleorge Beaiiolerk and 
the lion. General llcrWrt wore sevi»- 
rnlly commandants in the absence of 
GtMieml Bland; and in 17.^5 Lieut.- 
(icu. Fowkes was deputed govenior, 
Lortl 'I’yrawley suectH'ded him, in 
whose absence the Earl of Pannmre 
was couiniaiidant. Earl Home was 
:iftt‘rwunlK govenior, lUitl died there in 
174;i. During the goveriitiieiit of this 
nobleman, alKiiit the year 1 7tj0, an in- 
cident fHrcnrrcd, which, as it alariiu*d 
the garrison very uuicli at that time, is 
descM’ving of notice. Two British re- 
gimciith liad been a vei’y considerable 
time on that station, and, from tlie con- 
tinuance of the war, saw little prospect 
of being relieved. Ainoiigst tliese a 
conspiracy was fonnetl by some dis- 
affecti*d ixTsons to snrjiriK*, ]jlunder, 
and massacre thrir officers, and in short 
all M'honi they judged to be averse to 
their designs. After securing the money 
which was intended for the puyineiit of 
the troops, tliey meant to ])nrehase for 
themselves a seciiic reti-eat, by surren- 
dering this so much wished-for fortress 
into the hands of .Spain. 'J’hu numbers 
who joined the coimpiramrs w*ere not 
fewer than 730. An aecidenbd quarrel 
in a wine-house defeated this dange- 
rous project, and produced a discovery. 
Heed, a private in the seventh regi- 
mait, was executed on the grand paradif 
as the ringleader ; and b‘ii others were 
oondeinncd. 

After the death of I^rd Home, 
Colonel I’ovey and Major-Gimeral 
Parslow were each commandants, till 
the Hon. Lieut.-f*eu. (’ornwallis was 
appointed governor. During this ge- 
neral’s ahscnice from the gatrisdn. 
Colonel Irwin was ooihmandant ; and 
on General Orawallis leaving Gibral- 
tar a second time, Major-Gen. Boyd, 
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Ueutcnant-govcrnor, commanded. In 
this gcndl'al'R government the garrison 
was considerably strengthened virith 
three new hastioiiR on the fx‘U-line» and 
additional iuiproveineuts at tlie south- 
ward. 

In I77fi the Right Hon. General 
George Augustus Kiiott was appointed 




governor of that important fo^refis,^nd 
joined his comnuuid in 1777. 

In 1787 General Eliott, who had 
been honoured in 1 783 with the Order 
of the Hath for his glorious defence of 
Gibraltar, returned to England, nnd 
Major-General O’Hara was appointed 
coinmandaut during hU absence. 
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CII.^PTKR a. 

Deacripttofi of the Rock, with the Foniflcatlona and Toian of (iihritliar—Remains of Moorish 
^ Architecture — Natural CurioMitie^ — Climate^Ve^etatlon — V'lMh ; nnd u hence aiipplied with 
Cattle, ^c . — Military eHtahliahmeiit — Description oftlw* Hay — Alf^eziraa — Some arcoiiiita ut 
the ancient City of Carteia — St. Roque--(xindiuive Remarks. 


As the Histon*’ which is to Ite the 6iil>> 
ject of the Allowing pnfi^s will Ik* 
more in defail than the precediiifr nar> 
rative, it may on Konie accounts Ik* nc> 
cessavy, and cannot on any, I tlaitcr 
inyscdti be disagreeable, to pre8c*nt the 
reader with a shtirt description of this 
celebi*ated rock, and the fortificutioiiK 
which have been erected for its de- 
fence. 

The promontory, or rock, at the foot 
of which stands the town, is upwards of 
1300 feet in height; projecting into the 
sea Si* vend miles from the continent, 
with which it is connccti'd hj an isth- 
mus gf low MUid. 'i'his appearance 
makes it not iniprohatile that Moiis 
CalfM* in former ages has l>e(*n tohdly 
surrounded by the sea. The north 
front of the peninsula, which presents 
itself to the main land, is of various 
heights. The breadth of the isthmus, 
at the foot of the sock, is about tRK) 
yards ; but it grows considerably wider 
• towards the ccjuiitry. Across this isth- 
mus (which, wdth Gibraltar uiid the 
oppo.rite*cotlkt, forms the bay) the Spa- 
niards ha^w drawn a fortified line at 
about a mile's distance from the gar- 
rison, extending 1 7<J0 yards, and em- 
bracing both chores : a fort of masonry 
is erected at each extremity, mounting 
23 or 24 guns each ; these forts are of 
different forms, and are called Fort St. 
Philip an^ Port St. Barbara.^ Ihe 
former mem commands the l^t and 
the usual anchoring place of our ship- 
ping and small and, by fiinniriga 
crod^re with Jmrt St Barbara on the 
neutnd grooci^ prevents all comumni- 
eation betweiu the garrison and the 

. . I 


Thi* rock, as I have mentioiiwl lie- 
fort*. IK upwards of 1300 fi*et perpendicu- 
lar above the level of tlie sea ; and is se- 
parated by tt ridge fWim north to sontli, 
dividing it into two nne(|uul parts. The 
wes'erii front or division is a gradual 
slo|H*. int(*rsi)er.s(*d with prt*cipic(‘s ; but 
the op{iosite side, ItKikirig to the Medi- 
terranean, and the north front facing 
the S[uiiiish Iin<*8, are both luiturally 
very steep, and totally inacccRsible. ft 
is this peculiar circumstance which 
forms tlie chief strengtj) of (iihrultHr. 

The town is built at the foot of the 
north-west face of the hill, and is foi'*' 
tifU*d in an irregular manner. The 
coinmuniciUion with it fVoin the isth- 
mus 18 by tt long narrow causeway 
(serving as a dum to an inundation \ 
which ia defended by a c mIUu n. with 
two b asiipn s, mounting 2ti pieces of 
cannon, aclry ditch, covered way, and 
gj^yjs well mined. These, with the 
causeway, are warmlv flanked by the 
King's, Queen's, and Prinee’s lines; 
works cut in tlie rock with iinmense 
labour, and scarped to be almost inac- 
C(*S8ible. Almve the linos are the bat- 
teries at Willis’s, and others at different 
heights, until they crown the summit 
of the rock, where several btttteri<*8 are 
erected for cannon and mortars. These 
liaUeries, the lowest of which is up- 
wards of 40(1 feet above Uie neutral 
ground, mount between 50 and^ 60 
pir*ce8 of heavy ordnance, and entirely 
command the isthmus lielow. Excln- 
sivK of what are here mentioned, addi- 
tional works of a singular nature were 
projtjcted in 1 782, which, with otliera in 
the. lines, on a rimilar^plaii, that are 
( 1 ) * xccuting under tM direcdon ul 
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Major-GcM(*ral O’llarsi, will i*eiJ<L^r (ii- . 'I'hi* town on tlje «ca-]ixtc is not Jvfss 
braltar inmost iinpj egiiable in tiiat i proteck^ by natural <lefencei» 'tliau jiiy 
quarter. The old mole, to ttu* west of I fortifications. A shoal of sharp rucks 
Oie ^rand batti*ry, forms alM> a very 1 extends along tlie front fur into the 
fomudable flank, ami, with tJie lines, a • bay, and pn^vents ships of large bur- 


c.'*os8-fire on tin* causi*way and neutral 
ground. 'I’liifi battery has been found 


then fiOiii approaching very near the 
walls. 


BO great ati annoy mee lO the besiegerB, 
that, by way of distinction, it has Tong 
been linown under the appidlation of 
the Devil’s Tongm*. Indeed, the onl- 
nanci' in the lines, njion the grand bat- 
tery. and the ohl mole, all together, ex- 
hibit so fornfuluble an appearance to a 
spectator on the causeway, that tlie en- 
tniuce into the garrison is called by the 
Spaniards the Mouth of Fire. 

From the grand battery, along the 
sea-line, hM)kiug towunls the buv, the 
tow'u is defended by the North, Alontii- 
giie’s,* Prince of Orange’s, King’s, and 
South buhtioiis ; the line-w'all or cur- 
kiiiis Unweeu which mount many can- 
non and mortars. Montague’s, Prince 
of Orange’s, and King’s lni.stion.s have 
been erected lately. ’J’he latter is a 
very coin[)letc piece of fortification, 
coiiunaiidiiig the bay from New to Old 
mole heads, and mounting 12 thirty'- 
two poiindei*s and four ten-inch howit- 
zers ill front, 10 guns and howitzers 
on its flanks, and has c asemat es for 800 
men, with kitchens and ovens for cook- 
ing. Montague's is much smaller, 
mounts only 12 pieces of cannon, but 
has a casemate for 200 men, conimuu*- 
eating with the Old mule. In 1782 
tlie engineers liegan a cavalier upon 
this bastion for 2 guns; but it was 
not finished till afU'r the grand attack 
in September. Another work of this 
nature was likewise erected in ihe be- 
ginning of the blockade, for .1 guns, on 
Uie north bastion of tlie grand battery. 


* TbeM) bsjittona and the connecting cur> 
tame were au much ii\jiire<l in the laat ai«Ke« 
that ii wai thouglit neceaaary to take them 
down, and atr^n^fthen thU part of the town 
fortillcationa by an extenaive line of new 
works projeutiiiff to a conaidemble distanee 
into the aea; the foundations of whloh were 
laid in 1788. Many nflicem, however, doubt 
whether the sulwunrial defences of Gibraltar 
are improved by theae alterations. Some ad- 
ditions were likohlse made in the same place 
to the Grand battery and at Land Port, when 
thov wen more wanted. 


the south bastion (which is 
considerably higher thau the mt of 
the works, m order to pitHect flu* town 
front the eminences on the I’ed sands) 
a curtain cxUnuls up the face of the. 
hill, and concludes, at an inaccessible 
precipice, the works of the town. In 
tins curtain is the .South-port gate, 
before which, and the south bastion, is 
a dry ditch, with a covered way and 
glacis. At the east end, on the de- 
clivity of the hill, above the gate, is a 
large fiat bastion connected with the 
curtain, and mounting 13 guns, lK*ariug 
on tht* hay, 8tc. This w'ork is covered 
by a demi-bastion that joins the pre- 
I cipice. AIhA'c the precipice, an old, 
Moorish wall is contiuuea to the ridge* 
of the rock ; in the front of wWch a cur- 
tain with hx>p-holes and retlaiy (built 
in tlie reign of the Eiuiieror Charles V., 
and called aftitr his name) extends to 
the top, effectiially cutting ofl‘ all,<;om- 
municatioii iu that quarter. I^tween 
the Moorish and Charles the Fifth’s 
walls is the signal-house ; whence, on a 
serene and clear day, the guard have an 
uiil)uund(*d view of the Myditerranean, 
and can just observe a part of the At- 
lantic Ocean over the Spanish moup- 
lains. Signals formerly were made 
at this post on the appearance of top- 
sail ves.sels from cost and wey^t; but 
srKm after the eoriimenceuibut of the 
late war we discovered that the Spauirii 
cruisers were more frequently inrormed 
of the approach of our friends by our 
signals than by their own. The sig- 
nals were therelbrc; disooutinaed during 
the siege, but were resumed after 
general peace of 1783. ^ 

llie« above account comprehends a 
general description of the fortificadous 
of the town, avoiding too minute a de- 
tail of each work. I shall therefore 
proceca in describing, in the same 
general manner, the worlh^ to the sonth- 
ward. 

Frcim the south basdon a line-wpll 
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^18 coQtinjicd along the bench to the i 
Ne^f molej wheiv an irregular fbit is ‘ 
erecteii, monutiiig 20 guns. I'his line- i 
wall is divided a small bostiuii of 
8 guns; and in its rear is a ivtiml 
work, called the Princess of Wales's 
lines, in which are several strong bat- 
teries for tlie sea. Near the south 
bastion, ^ough without the town, is a 
wharf cmled Ragged Staff, where the 
<iupnlicB for tlie garrison are usually 
lauded, Iteiiig convenient fi'oiu its vi- 
cinity to the victual liuu^fficti and store- 
houses in the town, ^le coinnmiiica- 
tioii to this <|uay is by spiml wcxxl<*n 
stairs, and a drawbridge ofiening into 
the covenid way ; in front tif which is a 
small work or mshonry mounting 2 
guns. At tJie f<K»t of the staiiw is the 
basin, where hhipping take in water. 

^ Two* tanks are also appropriated to 
tiuK pur|x>se near the eight-gun bas- 
tion. 

Within the Xew' ttu»re there is depth 
of water sufKcieiit for a bhip of the 
line to lie alongsidi' the wharf and 
heave down. At the mole head is a 
circular buttery for heavy metal, joiiutl 
to the New* mole fort by a strong wall, 
fraised; having a banquette for nins- 
ketry, with two enibrahures optMiing 
the Ixiv. This mole, with tlie 
Old mole at \(’^ateriK>rt, were built for 
the acconiinoilatiun of traiUng vessels : 

former, diowever, is generally oc- 
cupied by meii-of-war ; and the latter, 
not liaviiig more tlian six feet at low 
I w.iter, only admits small cruft to the 
wharfs : luereliantnien of large burthen 
are Qh1ige4 therefore to anchor aliout 
half or three quarters of a mile from 
Waterport* in seven or eight fiitboiiis. 
But ill time of war this anchorage is 
eommunded by tCie Spanish forts : they 
arc. consequefitly, in ease of a rupture 
with Spain, under flic necessity of re- 
moving to the southward of New 
mole, where^the ground is so rocky 
and foul Ihat they are often itfiiftni- 
neut dahger during the strong south- 
erly winds. From tlie New mole fort 
to the north en^f Ihxtia Bay, the rock 
is difficult oj^cess; nevertheless a 
parapet is continued, and batteries are 
greeted, as Situations dictate. The 


works at Rosia are stnuig. and flank 
each other. They are elose along 
the lieach, which is low, and hove a 
retired battery of 8 gnus in the rear 
'fhe rock continues to ascend from 
the south point of Rosia Hay, by Pur- 
son's Ixidge (lH»hind which, u|i<m on 
oiuinence. is a new Imtlery barhet^ 
on traversing enrriiigi's to Caiiq)- 
giiard, and Ihiena vista ; so called 
from the lieoiitiful prosjxft which is 
ihero presiMited to a spi^’fntor of the 
hay and the neighlmuring kingdoins of 
Barhury and Spain. A liiu'-w'ull is 
raised, notwithstanding the nu'k U*ing 
inace(‘Ksihle, wdth cauuon at diflewuit 
distances. At Huena Vista tlien- are 
sev'cral guns ch fktrhet, which have 
gnnit coiniiiand ; and the hill tow'urds 
Europe is slightly fortified, w hich 
giv(^ it iht» aptHunineo, at a distainv, 
of an old costle repaired. Tlie rwk 
then descends by the IX^vil's Bowling- 
green, so named from the irregnhiritt 
of its surface, to Little Huy. At this 
IWbt, which is toblly surrounded with 
pri'Cipiees, then* is a burl»et hatter}, 
flanking the w'tirks to Uie new' mole : 
thence the rock continues natunilly 
steep flir a coriKidenihle distance, when 
the rine-wall iind batteries reeoniioence, 
and extend in nu irregular rimnner to 
ICnro}).*! Point, tin* southern extremity 
of the garrison, though not the southern 
point of Phirrqie. The rock from this 
point is regularly ]K*rp<*iidicular to 
Kiirojia advance, where a few batteries, 
and u post at the C'ave-guiird, terminute 
the works. The rortillcations along 
the w*a-liue at ICiiropa do not, howi-ver, 
constitute the prineipul sfreiigth of that 
part of the garrison. The retired mu' 
uiacci‘ssll)le lines of Wiudmill-liill have 
great command, and, being situaUd 
within niusket-shot of the sea, are veiy 
formidable, and of great consequence 
in that quarter. 

The preceding description, it is 
honied, will lx* sufficiently explanatory. 
The new bastions on tlie sea-line were 

S laiined and executed b} , and under the 
ircction of the chief engineer, Major- 
I General Sir William Green, Bart 
IJeutenant-General Itohert Boyd laid 
the foiindatum-stoue oi the Ktng’e fase* 
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tion, in the a)>seuce of General Coni- 
walliRi the governor. The garrison 
also uiidet'went considerable alterations 
vhilitt he commanded : Windmill-hill 
was fortified, and other chaugt;s were 
effected at tlie southward. The im- 
provemeiite on the northern front were 
carried on under the direction of Ge- 
neral George Augustus Kliott since 
he was appointed to the government. 
The communication, or gallery leading 
to St. (Jeorge's Hall, aliove Farring- 
don’s battery ; (jueeii's-lincs batteiy, 
and communication ; two works of Uie 
same nature, wliich extend under tlie 


Queen's batter;^ (Willis's*), and in tSe 
rock above Pnuce of Hesse'tt 'bastion ; 
are all so singularly contrived, wd 
of so formidable a llatun^ that all 
dim^t attacks by land, h«mceforward. 
may lie considered as quixotism and 
insanity. 

llefore the interior ])art of the place 
is describetl, it will not be improi^r to 
conclude the description of its outer 
works, by insertiug an abstract of thc^ 
guns, Iiowitsers, and mortars mouiiU^ 
upon tlie different batteries. The ori- 
g:inal, from which tliis was copied, was 
taken ita the beginning of March, 1783. 
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Torsi aerviceahlo in Uia garriaon. 6G3 piece* of arrillery. 


The town of Gibraltar is built on a 
bed of red sand, similar to those emi- 
nences without Southpoit, which ori- 
ginal Iv extended from I^aiidport to the 
foot of the ascent to the south barracks. 
The buildings, before the town was 
destroyed in the late siege, were com- 
posed of different materials, princijially 
of tapia;t though, since the English 
have been in possession of Gibraltar, 
many have been built of the rock- 
stone, plastered, and blue-washed on 
the outside, to break the ])Owerlul rays 
of the siin, which otherwise would oe 
too glaring, and prejudicial to the eyes. 
ITie modern houses were in general 
covered with tiles ; but the flat terraced 
roofb remained in those erected by the 
Spaniards, and in some, the mirandas 
or towers, whence the inhabitants, 
without removing from home, had a 
beautiful and extensive prospect of the 
bay and neighbouring coasts. 

* The gallery under the Queen ■ liatterv 
hai lieen continued by (teneral O’Hara, and 
now communicatee with the Prince*! lines: 
it U called the Union Uallerv. 

f A cement eonaUtlng mortar made of 
sand, lime, and small pebbles, which being 
well tempered and wrought together in a ftame, 
aeqoires great atrongth and aollditj. 


Of the buildings that are most dfs- 
serving notice, the old Moorish castle 
is the most conspicuous. This antique 
fttnicture is situated on the north-west 
side of the hill, and originally^ con- 
sisted of a triple wall, the outer iu- 
closure descending to the w'ater's edge : 
but the lower parts have long since 
lH*eti removed, and the grand battery 
and Waterjiort fortificatioiis erected on 
their ruins; and the first, or upper 
wall, would long ago have shared the 
same fate, had it not been found of 
service in covering the town from the 
Isthmus, in case of a siege. Tltb walls 
standing at present form %ii oblong 
square, asceridiug the hill, ut the uppey 
angle of which is the principal tower* 
where the governor or alcaide for- 
merly residea. The ruins of a Moorish 
mosque, or place of worship, can bo 
traced within the walls; as also d 
nea^,iimrisque court, and '^re^rvoir for 
water: nut the latter cannot, ^ithout 
great difficulty, be discovered by a 
stranger. A large tower on the south- 
east wall has long been '\mverted Jinto 
a magaxine for powder ; and in' dif- 
ferent places quarters we^ fitted up. 
before the late siege, fyt officers 
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tnp companies of soldiers. This castle 
erected, as 1 have mentioned be- 
fbre, hy the Saracens or Moors, on dieir 
first invading Spain ; and the present 
venerable remams are incontestable 
proofs of 1(8 magnificence whilst it 
continued in their possession. 

The other principal buildings arc 
the cofvent, or govemor*s quarters; 
the lieutenant-governor's house, which 
is a modem structure; the admiralty 
house, formerly a monastery of white 
friars; the soldiers' barracks, vietiutl- 
liug-ofltce, and store-house. Desides 
Uiese, there are the Spanish church, 
the utarasana, or galley-house, and 
some other building fonnerly of note, 
but now in ruins from the fire of the 
Spaniards during the late siege.* 

At the southward an* the iSmth bar- 
racks and the Xavy hospital. The 
fonner a stately building, delightihlly 
situated, with a parade in frout, and 
two pavilions detached ; the whole ca- 
pable of quartering 1200 men, and 


officers proportionate. The latter a 
capacious pile, well adapted to the pur- 
pose for which it was intended : it has 


an area in the centre, with piazzas and 
a galieiT aliovc, by which the sick mav 
enjoy the sun, or shade, as tliey tlunk 
prop<>r : there are apartments for KKH) 
men, with pavilions at each wing for 
the accoinni^ation and convenience of 
the snrgeonrand their attendants. I’his 
hospital was originally ei^ted for the 
navy, in case a Hritlm fleet should lie 
stauoiied in the Mediterranean ; but, on 
the Spaniards bombarding the town in 
178), file governor removed into it the 
sick of th^ garrison. At tome distance, 
yi the front of the South barraoks, are 
two powder magazines, in which the 
sapplies from England are usually de- 
posited, before the^i are distribute to 
the other magazines. These last were 
the chief, 1 might say almost the only 
buildings rdfnamitig on the rogfegfier 
the lat^nege; and their preservation 
was owing to Uieir being kept in cou- 
stant repair by workmen purposely ap- 
pointed for tm duty. 


* Slnee thr ««aee uf 1783, the griNiteft pnit 
.ef tlw towa hSU been roboilt. and (which b 
Uyieh to be regrojtied) on the old foandatioae 
■ad qUn. 


Beside the remains of Moorish ar- 
chitecture which have alrsady been 
mentioued, the fbllowing have been 
esteemed not unworthy of notice. 
Within the town we find the ffalley- 
house, and part of the Siwuiish church : 
also the ^ml>-houfie, adjoining the 
line-wall : and at the souUiward, ruins 
of Moorish buildings are discernible on 
Windinill-hill, and at Europa. The 
former are situated on an eminence, 
but no antiquarian can determine to 
what use they were appropriated : some 
are of qnuiou tliey were burying-vaults 
for persons of rank ; others sujipose 
them a prison ; whilst, in tlic garrison, 
the whole is generally known by the 
name of tlie Inquisition. At Europa, 
opposite tlic guard-house, may be traced 
the remains of a bnilding erected by 
the Moors, but nsed by the Spaniards as 
a chapel, and calleti NuestraSenoradcl 
Luro^ Along the water's edge, with- 
out Uie fortification, are also several 
ruins of Moorish walls; and towards 
KurotHi Ailvance is a Moorish hath, 
calli*a by the garrison the Nuns* Well. 
It is sunk 8 feet deep in tlie rock, 
18 72 feet long, and 42 feet bread, and 
to preserve the water, has an arched 
roof, supported by pillars. To the left 
of thin bath is a cave, under Windmill- 
hill, known by the name of Beef-steak 
Cave, which was a common residence 
for many of the inhabitants during the 
late siege. 

The hill abounds in cavities, that 
serve as receptacles for tlie nun. None, 
however, is so singular and worthy of 
notice as St. Micliaers Cave, on the side 
of the hill, in a line with the South 
barracks, about 1100 feet above the 
level of the 8t*a. At the entrance are 
the remains of a strong wall. The 
mouth is only 5 feet wide; but on 
descending a sIom of earth, it widens 
couodemMy, and, with the assurtance 
of torches, the openings of several 
smaller caves are discovered. The 


outer cave is aliout 200 feet long, and 
9U broad. The top appears to be si^ 
ported by pillars of vast magnltttde^ 
formed hy the perpetual droppings of 
petrifying water, the* whole hearing 
great resemblance to the inride of a 
gloomy Gothic cathedraL 
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T%e several gradations in the pro- 
cess or these petrifactions are easily 
discovered. In some may be observe<l 
small capitals, descending from the itiof, 
whilst proportionable bases rise under- 
neath : others again are formed of very 
small diameter ; and a third class, im- 
mensely large, seem to support the roof 
of this M'onderful cavern. Visitors 
are generally conducted to view this 
cave; and numbers, with the assistance 
of ropes and torches, have attempted 
to explore the depth ; however, after 
descending alMmt 500 feet, they have 
been obliged to return, by the gross 
vapours which issued from beneath. 
It was in this cave that the Spaniards 
concealed themselves in the siege of 
. 1727, when a party of them, unper- 
eeived, got into the garrison, at the 
Cave-guard, near Enropa Advance, but 
afterwards failed in their enteqirise. 

There are several other caves on dif- 
ferent parts of the hill, in which the water 
possesses the same petrifying qualities. 
One under Middle-hill, called Poco- 
roca, wa.s fitted up, previous to the 
bombardment, for the governor's re- 
ception ; but was afterwards converted 
into a powder magazine, being very 
convenient for the batteries on ihe j 
heights. ^ I 

Amongst the natural curiosities of 
Gibraltar, the petrified bones, found in 
the cavities of the rocks, have greatly 
attracted the attentiou of the eurious. ! 
These bones are not found in one par- 
ticular part, but have been discovered 
in various places at a considerable dis- 
tance from each other. From the rocks 
near Rosia Bay (without the line- 1 
wall) great quantities of this curious 
petrifkctioii have been ooUected, and 
sent home for the inspection of natu- 
ralists. Some of the txmes are of large 
diameter; and, being broken with the 
rock, the marrow is easily to be dis- 
tinguished. Colonel James in his 
description of Gibraltar, mentions an 
entire human skeleton bein^ discovered 
in the solid rock at the Prince's lines ; 
which the miner blew to pieces: and 
in the beginning of the late blockads 
a party of miners forming a eav^ at 
Upper All's Well, in the lines produced 
several bones that were petrified lo the 
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! rock, and appeared to have* heloi^ged 
to a large bird : being present at *the 
: time, 1 procured several firagments ; 
but in the bomliardment of 1781 they 
! were destroyed with other similar cu- 
I riosities. 

The hill is remarkable for the number 
of apes about its summit, which are said 
not to be found in any otbel part of 
Spain. They breed in places iuacces- 
siole to man, and frequently appear in 
large droves with their young on their 
backs, on the western fitec of tlie hill. 
It is imagined they were originally 
brought from Barbaiy by the Moors as 
a similar species inhabits Mous Abyla, 
which, on tliat account, is generally 
allied Apc's-hill. Ited-legged par- 
tridges are often found in coveys; 
woodcocks and teal are sometimes seen, 
and wild rabbits are caught about 
Eiiropa and Windmill-hill. The gar- 
rison orders forbid officers to shoot on 
the wesU^m side of the rock ; (larties, 
however, often go in boats rouud £u- 
ropa Point to kill wild pigeons, which 
are numerous in the caves. 

Eagles and vultures annually visit 
Gibndtar from Barbary, in tlicir way 
to the interior parts of Spain. The 
former breed in the craggy parts of 
tlie rock, and, with the hawk, are often 
seen tow'eriug round its summit. Mos- 
chetoes are exceedingly troublesome 
towards the close of summer, and 
locusts are sometimes found. The 
scorpion, centipes, and other venomous 
reptiles, alxurnd amongst the rocks and 
old buildings ; and tiie harmless green 
lizard and snake are frequently oau^ht 
by the soldiers, who, a%r drawing 
their teeth, treat them with eveiy 
mark of fondness. 

, With re^rd to the climate of Gib- 
r^tar, tlie inhabilants bieathe a tempe- 
rate and wholesome air for most part 
of the year. 'I'he summer months of 
Jigie»Ju1y, and August kre excessively 
warm, with a perpetual Serene ana 
clear sky : the heal is however allayed, 
in a great measure, by a constant re- 
fireshing breeze fitmh the 'sea, ,which 
usually sets in about ten in th^ fore- 
noon, oontiniiing till flmost sunset; 
and, from its invigorating and S£]we- 
able coolness, is emphancally AUsl' 



SIEGE OF GlBRALTAlt 


19 


1790 .] 


• tlie Docior. I'he cold in vinter ix not 
80 * excessive ns in the neighbouring 
parts of the country. Snow fiilU but 
seldom, and ice is a rarity ; yet the 
Granadian mouutuins in Spain, and the 
lofty mountains in Africa, have snow 
lying on tliem for several mouths. 
Heavy rains, high winds, and most 
tremenclpus thunder, with dreadfully 
vivid lightning, are the attendants on 

• December and January, llie rain 
then pours down in torrents from the 
hill, and, descending with great rapi- 
dity, otium chokes up the drains witli 
large stones and rubbish, and some- 
times does great injury to the works ; 
but these storms arc never of long 
duration : tlie sky soon clears up ; the 
heavy clouds disperse; the cheering 
sim appears, and sufficiently corapou- 
sates fur the horrors of the preceding 
night. It is during this season tliat 
tlie water that serves tlie garrison for 
tlie ensuing .summer is collected. The 
aqueduct, which conducts it to the 
fountain in the centre of the town, is 
extremely well executed ; and was con- 
structed by a Jesuit, when the Spaniards 
were in (lossession of Gibraltar. It is 
erecif d liencath the liank of sand, with- 
out South poi*t, beginning to the south- 
ward of the eight-gun bastion, and, 
collecting the rain-water that filters 
through the sand, conducts it to tlic 
South port,«iiid tlience to the fountain. 
The water, thus strained and purified, 
is remarkably clear and wholesome. 

The appearance of the Bock is barren 
and forbidding, as few trees or shrubs, 
exc^pting^paliuettosy are to be seen on 
the face of tlie hill ; yet it ia not en- 
tirely destitute of vegetation ; wild 
herlis, of diflPereut kinds, spring up in 
the interstices of the rooks, when the 
periodical rains set in, and afford some 
trifling nourishmeifit to the bullocks, 
sheep, ^ and ^ts that browse upon the 
hilL *The Sffit rains generally tkll in 
Septembea or October, and coiffiAie at 
IntervalB to refiresh ^e garrison till 
April or May. When they cease, and 
thp powerful ^rays of the sun have 
witlSgred th^'little verdure that ap- 
peared on thcoill, nothing offers to 
.the eye but* sharp uncouth rocks, and 

9 dsled palmetto boshes. The soil eol- 


lected in the low ground is, however 
extremely rich and fertile, prmlucing a 
variety of fruits and vegetables. Colo- 
nel James, in his daliorate history oi 
the Herculean Straits, enumerates no 
less than 300 differei^t herlis which are 
to lie found on various parts of the 
rock. Gibraltar consequently must be 
an excellent field of amusement to a 
botanist. 

The garrison, before bl(K.*kade of 
1779, was chie^ supplied with roots 
and garden-stuff ff-oin the gardens on 
die neutral ground, which, neiug on a 
flat, could almost constantly (even in 
summer) lie kept in a state of vege- 
tation. The proprietors of tliese gor- 
dens were obliged to relinquish tliem 
in 1779, when the Spaniards erected 
their advanced works : from that period 
General Eliott encouraged cultivation 
witliiti his own limits by every possible 
indulgence. Many plots at the soutJi- 
ward were enclosed with walls, tlie 
ground cleared of stones and rubbish, 
and soil collected from other parts; 
Ml that with assiduity and perseverance, 
afrer some time the pnidiice during the 
winter 8(*asoii was so increased as to be 
almost i^ual to the consumption ; and 
probably, in the space of a frw years, 
the aarribon may be totally independent, 
ill tliis aKicle, of any assistance from 
the neighbourhood. 

Gibraltar, being nearly surrounded 
by the sea, is exceedingly well sup- 
plied w'ith fish! the John-doree, tur- 
bot, sole, salmon, hake, rock-Cod, mul- 
let, and ranger, with great variety of 
lc>ss note, are caiiglit along the Spanish 
shore, and in different parts of the buy. 
Mackerel are also taken in vast nuiu- 
bers during the season, and shell-fish 
are sometimes brought from tlic neigh- 
bouring jiarts. I'hc Mixirs, in time of 
peace, supply the garrison with o^- 
mutton, veal, and poultry, on 
moderate terms ; and from Spain they 
procure pork, which is remarkable fiv 
its sweetness and flavour. Fruits of 
all kinds, such as melons, <irBn|M 
green figs, grapes, pomegranates^ &e.^ 
are brought in abundance from Bar- 
bary and Portugal : and the best wines 
are drank at veiy reasbnable prices. ^ 

The present military estanlishoMrat 
c% 
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of Gibraltar (let of January, 1790) 
consists V six companies of artillery, 
nine regiments of the line, and a com- 
pany of artificei'K, commanded bv en- 
gineers; composing an army of up- 
wards of 4000 men, officers included. 
Before the late bombardment, tlie 
troops were quartered in tlie barracks 
at the southward, and in quarters fitted 
up out of the old Spanish buildings in 
town. The officers were distributed 
in the same manner ; but in case of re- 
inforcements, and that government 
quarters were not sufficient for their 
accominodatiou, billet-money was al- 
lowed in proportion to rank, and the 
officers hired lodgings fitun the iuha- 
bitantB. 

The regiments, on their arrival in 
the garrison, are entitled to salt pro- 
visions from the stores, in the follow- 
ing proportion.* One ration for each 
Serjeant, eoi^ral, drummer, and pri- 
vate, consisting of 7 lbs. of bread, de- 
livered twice a week, beef 2 lbs. 8 oz., 
pork 1 lb., butter 10 oz., peas half a 
gallon, and groats 9 pints : every com- 
missioned and warrant officer, under a 
captain, receives two rations, a captain 
three, a major and lieutenant-colonel 
four, a colonel six. In times of pro- 
found peace, officers generally receive 
a oomponsatioii in money for their pro- 
visions, or dispose of them to the Jev^, 
of whom there arc great numbers in 
the garrison, who are always ready to 
purchase, or take them in Imrter. The 
troops are paid in currency, which, let 
the exchange of the garrison be above 
or below par, never varies to the non- 
commissioned and privates. A scijeaut 
receives weekly, as full garrison pay, 
one dollar, six raals, equal to ninepence 
sterling, per diem; a corporal, and 
drummer, one dollar, one real, and five 
qnartils, in sterling almut sixpence 
per diem ; and a private, seven reals, 
or fourpence half-penny sterling per 
diem. Officers receive their snbsistence 
according to the currency: thirty-six 
pence per dollar is par. During the late 


* The guTl80iiL.«f Olbnltar ie noir put on 
the mme fooHns m all other British ^'*>rrisoiia 
abroad, in resp^ to imtiona of ptovb’ooa as 
wsllaanteaorpay. 
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bombardment, the exchange, (br a con- ' 
siderable time, was as high as forty- 
two pence, by which those gentlemen 
who were under the necessity of draw- 
ing for their pay, lost sixpence in every 
three shillings; and it seldom was 
lower than forty pence whilst the siege 
continned. The coins current in Gib- 
raltar are those used iu Sp£in. All 
accounts are kept in dollat^ reals, and 
quartils : the two former, like the pouua 
sterling, arc imaginary; the latter is 
a copper coin. 

The bay of Gibraltar, formed 
the headlands of Cabrita and EurojMi 
points, is commodious, and seems in- 
tended by nature to command the 
Straits : there are opjiortunities, how- 
ever, when a fleet may pass unobserved 
by the garrison; for such is tlie im- 
penetrable tliicknoss of the mists, 
which usually prevuil during the east- 
erly winds, that many ships have ba& 
fied the vigilance of the cruisers, and 
gone through unnoticed; the south- 
westerly winds, particularly at Ae 
equinox, are also often attended with 
such thick and rainy weather, that ves- 
sels have passed tlirongh and gpt into 
the bay without being seen. 

Since Gibraltar has been in the pos- 
session of the En^^lish, the Spaniards 
have erected, in difierent parts of the 
bay, several batteries and forts for the 
protection of their smalr craft in war, 
and to prevent their coast from being 
annoyed. At Cabrita, which is a bold 
rocky point, are a barbet battery and ' 
watch-tower, whence, during the block- 
ade, sisals of flags by da^, aftd 'lightB 
at night, were made to ^form the 
Spanish cruisers at Algeziras, &o. ,of 
the approach of any vessel towards the 
bay. These waten-towers are distri- 
buted, at short idistances, along * the 
coast for a considerable extent, to alarm 
the country, in case of a visit from llie 
Algefines, or when any ^thcr extraor- 
dinary circumstance h^pens.^ To the 
northward of Cabrita are two others, 
with a fort at the northernmost tower* 
which is called San Garcia i the. point 
on which the latter 'aK ereetdd pn^ 
jects, with a long reef* of dangerous 
shoals and rocks* considerably into thet^ 
bay. The town and Ssland of Aigesh 
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•rasi^witlk thoir batteries, then appear 
in i5ew. 

Algeziras lies opposite to Gibraltar, 
about 54 miles across the bay; and, 
since the lute siege, has greatly in» 
creased in consequence and wealth. 
The town was built and fortified by 
the Saraceus aliout the year 714, two 
years aft<ir their establishment at Gib- 
raltar. It ib remarkable for being tlie 

r ce where those invaders first discm* 
ked, when they so rapidly over- 
turned the Gothic empire in Spain ; 
and, as well as Gibraltar, was erected 
to preserve a communication W'ith 
Africa. Whilst the M jors maintained 
their conquests, it consequently became 
a city of great im])ortance and strength. 
We find, during the successive wars 
which took place bctM'eeu the Moors 
and the Spaniards, Algcsiras was fre- 
quently besieged hv the kings of Cas- 
tile ; and, when Gibraltar so easily fell 
into the hands of the Christians in 
1310, this city resisted all their efibrts. 
At length, am*r a most oltstinate siege 
in 1344, Algezinis was compelled to 
surrender to the victorious arms of 
Alonzo XT. The siege continued 
twenty months, and most of the potent- 
ates in Europe interested themselves in 
the event, by sending succours to the 
Christian lx;sieger6. The English un- 
der the Duke of Lancaster, the Earls 
of Derby, Leicester, Salisbury, and 
Lincoln, particularly distinguished 
themselves by their gallantry and 
• conduct during this memorable con- 
test. It is worthy of remark, that 
cannqn ore j^aid to have been first made 
use of in this siege, hy the Moors 
against the^ssailants ; aiid the English, 
pfofiting by the knowledge gained on 
tills occasion, afterwards used them at 
the, glorious battle of Cressy. The 
Spaiuards continued masters of the 
town till 13b9, when the Moors of 
Oranaoa surpfised the city ; but being 
unable to i^tain it, they demolislft^he 
works, lAd carried away the inliabit- 
* ants captive. 

^ilst the Moors kept possmion of 
GibriUtar, whijik was now in its turn 
become a ciQi of importance, the Spa- 
niards never ittemptra to rebuild Alg^ 
; and stilMess did th^ esteem it 


an object worthy their attention, after 
Gibraltar fell into their hands. The 
town, therefore, remained in ruins and 
desolate, excepting a few fishermen's 
huts, till the Spaniards, in the begin- 
ning of the eighteenth century, thought 
proper, after me final cession of Gib- 
raltar to Great Britain, to repeople and 
secure it by a few batteries towanls the 
sea, which also might occasioually pro- 
tc^ct tlieir cruisers in time of war. 
Since that period, from the constant 
intercourse and trade which subsisted 
lietwcen it and Gibraltar before the 
war of 1779, Algeziras is become a 
town of some oonm^uenoe and wealth ; 
and, as a writer has justly expressed, 

** like a phumix, has risen out of its 
own ashes, after being for ages in 
ruins.” 

The New Town is built to the north- 
ward of the old city (whose venerable 
ruins still remain), and is defended to 
the southward by a iuittei^ of 9 or 
10 guns, erected on an island some dis- 
tance fit)m the shore. To the north- 
ward of the town is another battery of 
6 guns, and a little further, on an emi- 
nence, one of 22, which was raised by 
Admiral Barcelo, when he was appre- 
hensive of an attack from Sir George 
Rodney in 1 780. Between the island 
and the town, small craft find tolerable 
bhelter ; blit siiiijs of war, or of large 
burthen, anchor to the northwara. 
The lands round the town are much 
cultivated, and, with the shipping, 
form, in the spring, a pleasantly va- 
riegated and beautiful prospect to a 
spectator at Gibraltar. A detachment 
or regiment of infantry is constantly 
on duty here, who, with tliose of the 
Spanish lines and neighbourhood, are 
under the ciders of the coriiinandaut 
at St. Roque. 

To the northward of Algeziras are 
the rivers Poltuones and Guadaranque : 
the former is the broader and deeper 
of the two» and was the principal re- 
treat of the Spanish gun and morta. 
boats, when tlicy wanted repairs, after 
bomliarding the garrison. Admiral 
Barcelo in this nver also ptenwed 
the fire-ships he sentoorer tn June, 
17B0. On the east banks of the Goa- 
daraniiDe. near Rocudillo Point, when 
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theio is a small fort or tower, are the 
▼enerahih niius of the once fkmous 
city of Carteia. This celebrated place, 
scarcely a stone of which is now left to 
inform posterity where it stood, is re- 
ported to have been built by the Phoe- 
nicians, in the first ages of navi^tion, 
when those adventurers visited the ex* 
treiiie parts of the then known world. 
Historians mention it under the names 
of Carteia, ITeraclia, and Caipe Carteia. 
When tlie Carthaginians became a 
powerful nation, and aimed at the sove- 
reignty of Spain, Carteia maintained 
its independence for some time, till 
Hannibal, according to Livy, stormed 
the city, and demolished most of its 
works. When Scipio obliged the Car- 
thaginians to quit Spain, Carteia was a 
place of little iiu]^rtance; but the 
Romans finding it a convenient station 
for their navy, the city was increased 
with a Homan colony, and once more 
began to rise into splendour and mag- 
iiincencc. After the memorable batde 
of Muuda, Cneius Pompey fled to Car- 
teia, but, being pursued, was obliged 
to leave it precipitately. As the Roman 
empire declined, so did Carteia ; and 
probably, soon after the irruption of the 
Goths and Vandals, it became almost 
desolate and waste. On the invasion 
of Spain by the Saracens, that nation 
undoubtedly dismantled the buildings 
of this famous city for materials to 
erect Gibraltar and Algeziras. The 
remains of a quay are still visible, with 
some few ruins of public buildings, ap- 
parently Roman ; and the country 
masants, in tilling the ground, often 
find various antique coins, which curi- 
ous antiquarians nave not thought un- 
worthy of a place in their cabinets. 

Half-way Mtween the Guadaranqne 
and the garrison is another fort and 
tower, called Point Mala, or Negro 
Point, to the northward of which is the 
inland vill^ of St. Roque. This is 
a small insignificant town, though de- 
lightfully situated, at about five miles 
fiistance from Gibraltar. It was built 
OY the Spaniards, in the beginning of the 
eighteenth cenfpry, when the garrison 
of Gibraltar surrendered to Sir George 
Rooke. The Speniifo commandant of 
the Ijises generaly makes it his resi- 


dence ; and during the siejim uudei ' 
the Duke de Crillon, the Count d'Ar- 
tois and the Duke de Bourbon had 
apartments iu the town. Previous to 
the war of 1 779 it was often frequented 
by the officers from Gibraltar ; and io 
the spring and summer seasons British 
ikniilies resided there for several 
months, some for the benefit of their 
health, others for pleasure. The com- 
bined anny, during the late siege, en- 
camped on the plains below St. Jtoque, 
and landed all tlieir ordnance and 
military stores a little to the westward 
of Point Mala, near the Orange-grove. 

I cannot help remarking in this place, 
that, among the evils of tlie late siege, 
the garrison have to regret the inter- 
ruption of that friendly intercourse 
which before subsisted between them 
and the neighbourhood, and which is 
now prohibited by the Spanish goveni- 
ment. When the communication was 
free and unlimited (except in point of 
introducing a contraband traffic in 
Spain), the most friendly intimacy sulv- 
sisted between the British militaiy and 
the Spaniards resident iu tlic adjacent 
villa^s. Parties were rcciproci^ly vi- 
siting each other, and the oflioers con- 
stanuy making excursions into the 
country. These excursions, with others 
to the coast of Barbary (which in the 
season superabouiids witl^, various spe- 
cies of game), were pleasing relaxations 
from £e duties of the garrison, and 
rendered Gibraltar as eli^ble a station 
as any to which a soldier could be or- ' 
dered. ^ 

On the whole, whether Ve consider 
Gibraltar as commanding the entrance 
of the Mediterranean, and consequently 
as capable of controlling the commerce 
of the Europeans with the Levant ; or 
whether we consider it as almost ‘im- 
pregnable by nature, and consequent 
as most susceptible of the improvements 
ofrirt: its situation , is, ^fbaps, mors 
singular and carious Aan thrt of any 
fortress in the world. These circum- 
stances, and the degree of consequence 
which it confors on its possessor.^in* the 
opinion of the Barbai)' smtes, have not 
fiuled to excite tiie attention and alarm 
the interests of most maritime nations . 
In Europe ; and, with the moltitiide ai 



1790.1 


Sf£G£ OF CrIBKALTAK. 


2a 


tert, it has always been an object of tuabill^ to decide. 1 shall^ therefore, 
pcnitical importance. Politicians, how- without farther apology, leave these 
ever, there have been, of no inferior speculations to men of more iSsure and 
rwk, who have thought vm diffir rentiy experience, and pixNseea to inattem bet* 
of its value and utility. On this deli- ter adapted to my capacity and iiilbr- 
cate subject I will frankly confess my niatiou. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Coumumcnnent of the Wu in 1779 between Great Britain and Spatn>-State of the Oatrlaon 
of dhraltar at that period-^Ambiguoiia conduct of the Spaniardii — Enemy encamp before 
the Garrlaon— Form a Blockade-Many Inhabitanta leave the nace— Motions of the Enemy 
—Erect additional Batteries in their Lines— Fired upon from the Garrison -Continue their 
Operations— Loss of the Peace and Plenty Privateer— l*ruvisions extremely scarce In the 
Garrison Spirited behaviour of tho Buck Cutter Privateer— Description of the Straits— 
Fidelity of a Moor -'Great Distress in the Garrison— Kelieved by some fortunate Occurrenres 
— Arrival of Sir George Rodney and the British Fleet— Tetuan— Anecdote of Prince Wil- 
liam Henry— Ceuta— Departure of the Fleet. 


Altbouqh the SpauianU had been 
thrice defeated in their attempts to re- 
cover Gibraltar, they continued to view 
that garrison with a iealous eye, deter- 
mine, if we may judge from tlieir late 
conduct, to seize the first eligible op- 
Mrtunity of wresting it, if ^ssible, 
from the dominion of Great Britain. 

The war of 1762 was too unexpected 
on the part of Spain, and conducted 
with too great success by the British 
minister, to admit of such an enterprise 
as the siege of Gibralmr. The period 
was not, however, far distant when the 
contest between Great Britain and her 
colonies seemed to promise os favour- 
able an opportunity as their warmest 
wishes could have anticipated; parti- 
larly when, in addition to the civil war, 
they found hostilities taking place be- 
tween Great Britain and France. The 
dose of the ^car 1777, when the news of 
the convention of Saratoga first arrived 
in Europe, was the period which the}' 
embrac^ to introduce themselves into 
the dispute. Hostilities had then been 
carried on for near six months between 
Great Britain and France : Spain there<> 
fbre Judged the opportunity favourable 
to oner her mei^anon, proposing such 
an arrangement as she must be assured 
would not be agreeable to the principal 
bdligerent powers. Great Bntain had 
no sooner refused her acquiescence than 
the coon of Mai^rid espoused the port 
of France; and, on the I6tb of June, 
1779, the Spanish ambassador, the Mar- 


quis d'Almodovar, presented to the 
court of London his hostile manifesto. 

The principal desi^i of the court of 
Madrid, in entering mto this war, was 
evidently the recovery of Gibraltar. 
Before any reply was given by the 
British ministry to their proposals for 
a pacification, overtures had been pri- 
vately made to the Emperor of Mo- 
rocco to farm the ports of Tetuas, Tan- 

S 'er, and Larache, by which means 
ibraltar luicht be cut off fmra its 
principal supplies. This eonductseemed 
to argue a confidence that her terms in 
the mediation would be refused ; and 
the considerable de'pi'jts ff military 
stores which were collected in her arse- 
nals undoubtedly pointed out that the 
siege of that garrison was her first and 
immediate object On the 21st of June, 
1779, the communication bet^geeit Spain 
and Gibraltar was closed, by an oi^r 
from Madrid. « 

Two days previous to this event Ge-* 
neral Eliott, the governor, accompanied 
by many field-officers of the prrison, 
paid a visit to Gederal Men&za, the 
commandant of the Spanish lines, to., 
conmtulate him on nis^ promotion. 
ThmP feceptioD at St Roqut' was fiir 
from agreeable ; and it was remarked 
that the Spanish general appeared em- 
harrassed daring tteir stay, which might 
proceed feom his knowledge of vj&t 
was to follow. The was short, 
and the governor had seanfely returned . 
to the garrison when Mr. Logics lie 
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> coiibul In Burbary» arrived 

ihmi Tangier, in a Swedish frigate, 
with Certain intelligence of the intended 
rupture lietweeii Great Britain and 
Spain. Mr. ]>ogie*s information pro- 
ceed from a Swedish brig, which on 
her passage to Tangier him fallen in 
with the French fleet, of about 28 sail 
of the liae, off Cape Finisterre, when 
the muster lieii^ ordered on board the 
* Admiral, M. d'Orvilliers, he learned 
that thi'v had lieen cruising for some 
time in that latitude, expecting the junc- 
tion of the Spanish fleet from Cadiz. 
From the amicable assurances held out 
1^ the Spaniardsi we could not persuade 
ourselvvH in the garrison that a rupture 
was BO near ; but the mail from the gar- 
rison being refUsed on the 21st of Juue, 


and being acquainted at the same time 
that the intercourse between Gibraltar 
and tiie neighbourhood was no longer 
to be permitted, we had solBcient con- 
firmation of Mr. Logie's intelligence. 
We afterwards leamid tliat the courier 
who brought fhnn Madrid the order to 
shut up the communication, hod been 
detained by accidents on the road; 
otherwise it was not impomiblc that he 
might have arrived during General 
Eliott's visit at St Roque. 

As the fortress of Gibraltar after this 
event became a little world of itself, it 
may not be unacceptable to commence 
the history of the siege with a state of 
tlie troops in garrison at that peric^ 
and the commanding officers of uie dit 
ferent corps. 


Guncia) G. A. Eliott, Grivornor. 

ral R n(i)d, LIvutwnunt'Qovonior. 
Mnjor*Genoral de la Molto, commandtUK tlie lluiioveriau ])rl)(ado. 


Artillery . • 

Off. 

2j 

Staff. 

0 

S. 

17 

D. 

15 

Slink a 

Vila. 

428 Col. Godwin. Commuail. of ArillL 

12ih RoK>m«at • . 

26 

3 

29 

22 

619 

I^ieiitoCol. Triuise. 

dSth 

25 

4 

29 

22 

506 

Major Kfllet 

Major Fancnuit 

66th 

23 

4 

30 

22 

6*8 


25 

3 

29 

22 

526 

Lieiit.-Col. Cochrane. 

72ad, or K. M. V. 

1 s i Hurd* 'll iKVir'a • 

29 

4 

47 

22 

944 

Lieiit.-Col. Glodaiaoea* 

16 

13 

42 

14 

867 

l«ieut*(^l. lIujKO. 

s|<!wUen’« 

16 

12 

42 

14 

31>L 

Lieut .•( 'ol . DiichenliauHen • 

3 S 1 lu MolCe’a 

17 

16 

42 

14 

;«7 

Lieut. Cul, Scliiiper|;ill. 

Ent;lii«er<i, with a ('om> ) 
puu> or Aitiftcera . 5 

8 

0 

6 

2 

106 

(kilonel Green, Cliiel KuKineer. 

Total . 

209 

59 

313 

Im 

4632^inakiiig an army of 5182 men. 


On the coffiraunication being closed, 
a council of war was immediately sum- 
moned, to advise concerning the mea- 
sures to be pursued on the occasion. 
Preparations had been privately made 
for the«defoiice of the garrison, when 
intelligence was first received of the 
probability of a war. The objects, 
therefore, at this time to be considered 
were, how to procure constant supplies 
of .provisions from. Barbary, and in 
what mariner tl^e correspondence be- 
tween .England and Gibraltar was to 
be conductedi Mr. Logie's prcwnce 
in Barbary was very essential !o%oth 
these pffints : he oonseqaently returned 
to.Th^er on the 22nd, having con- 
oev^d with the governor proper sig- 
tialSh*by which he might communicate 
mtelligenoe feross the Straits. Admiral 
Doff alsa on the 22nd, removed the 
# mdh-of-war uifder his oummand from 


their usual anchorage, off Waterport 
(where they were liable to be annoyed 
by the enemy's forts), to tlic southward, 
on the New mole. His force at that 
time consisted of the Panther, of CO 
guns, Captain Harvey, on board of 
which was the flag ; three frigate^ two 
of which were on a cruise ; and a tloup 
of war. 

It is natural to suppose that the gar- 
rison were not a little alarmed at this 
unexpected procedure of tlie Spaniards. 
TTie northern guards were reinforced, 
and the pickets cautioned to be alert, 
in case of alarm. Landport barriers 
were shut and an artillery officer or- 
dered to Willis's batteries, to observe 
the movements of tiie eaemy, and pro- 
tect the Devil's -tower guard, which 
whs ordered to be wery dreumspeet 
and vigilant. 

WhDst the friendly interoomse sab* 
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sisted between the garrison and the 
oeighboiy'hood, several British fimiilies 
and officers had ptirmissioii to reside at 
St. Ro(iue, Los Varios and other small 
villages a few miles distant ; but imme- 
diately on tlie comiuuuication being 
closed, General Mendoza sent them 
pereiriptoi*}' orders to remove ; and the 
time limited for their departure was so 
short, that some of them were obliged 
to leave most of their effects behind. 
Those officers whose curiosity had led 
them into the interior parts of the 
country were positively rafiised liberty 
to return to the garnson; they were 
therefore conducted to Cadiz, and had 
passports grunted them to leave the 
Kingdom by other routes. Col. Ross 
and Capt. Vignoles of the 39th, with 
Capt. Lefanue of the r>6th, nevertlie- 
less contrived to join their corps, by 
assuming disguises, and risking the 
passage in a row-boat from Faro (a 
port in Portu^l) to Gibraltar : others 
also attempted, but imfortuuately were 
intercepted in tlieir voya^. 

The Childers sloop of war, on the 
24th, brought in two prizes from the 
west, one of which (an American) 
Capt. Peacock captured in the inidst of 
the Spanish fleet, then at sea. The 
conduct of the Spaniards on this occa- 
sion was extremely ambiguous. Every 
circumstance that fell under our own 
immediate observation convinc^^ us 
that they now intended hostilities 
against Great Britain; and ^ from Mr. 
Logie’s intelligence we had every cause 
to think tliat this fleet was out to join 
tlie French admiral. Their permitting 
our cruisers, therefore^ to capture 'a 
fViend (as they might then call the 
Americans), under the protection of 
their fleet, we must either consider as 
a finesse, or suppose that they had not 
received orders to«act ofieiisively. The 
Childers left two of our frigates watch- 
ing the motions of the Spanish fleet 
Itwaa somewliat singular that a Mr. 
Soasd (an American major, who had 
been prisoner in the garrison a little 
time before, along wiui others of his 
countrymen, but had made his escape), 
and two deseiters from Gibraltar, 
should be recognised through their die* 
guises, oil boara the American prise 


The major was remanded to his old 
confinement in the Navy Hospital, and 
the latter were punish^ according to 
their deserts. 

Though the motions of the enemy 
did not indicate any immediate design 
of attacking the garrison, and the cl^ 
ing of the communication might be 
only in consequence of hostilisies hav* 
ing commenced between Great Britain 
and Spain, yet our intelligence, and* 
their late deceitful conduct, .gave us 
great reason to suppose that tney in- 
tended some attempt on Gibraltar. 
Depots of earth, &c. were thereforo 
collected in various places; empty hogs- 
heads and casks were bought flrom ue 
inhabitants, for the purpose of filling 
them with earth, to strengthen and re- 
pair the fortifications ; and other pre- 
cautions were taken for the defence of 
the place. On the other hand, the 
enemy employed what troops they had 
then on duty, in the lines and neigh- 
liourhood, m drawing down cannon 
from St. Ro(^ue, &c. to animate the 
forts (in which few ordnance were 
mounts during tlie peace), and in ar- 
ranging matters to strengthen and sup* 
port their posts. • 

In the beginniugof July, the Enter- 
prise frigate, Sir ^omas Rich, Bart., 
returned with a fleet of small craft, 
laden with live-stock and fruit, from 
Tangier; in consequeuc# of which, 
fourteen days' fresh provisions were is- 
sued to the troops. The engineers 
continued preparing materials in their 
departments, towards completing the 
works of the garrison ; for which .piii^- 
pose strong parties from the line were 
granted them daily, under *th6 com- 
mand of overseers. About 300 Jewis 
and Genoese were also emptied in 
levelling heaps of, sand, near the gar- 
dens, on the neutral mimd, in order 
that, if the enemy should ^proadi^ 
they might not receive any protection 
and *c^er flrom our lowei* batteries^ • 
The pickets of the garrisoll were 
ready, on the ^rand parade, to sup- 
port these parties in case •they^lM 
been molested ; but* •they 

were at work within musket* 
shot of the enemy’s advanced gnar^ 
in the Micquelet butt, yet not Yhu i 
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least attempt was made to disturb 
them. 

On the Ard of July a detachment of 
about 180 men 'from the British line 
was ordered to ^oin the artillery, to be 
taught the practice of the great guns. 
The artillery in garrison were only 
five companies; a number not ade- 
quate t^ the different duties in case 
of a siege: this reinibrccmout was 
therefore added, and proved after- 
wards of great service in that depart^ 
meut. Three English sailors came in 
an open boat, on the 4th, ftom Cadiz, 
and brought intelligence that an ein- 
harTO was laid on all English vessels 
in mat port In the evening we ob- 
served the Spaniards relieve the guards 
in their lines. 

The Spaniards, in time of peace, 
always stationed a regiment of cavalry 
at St. Roque, with another regiment 
or detachment of irifonti 7 at Alge- 
airas ; parties from which did duty at 
their lines ; and no additional Innly of 
troo|:)fi, or ships of war, liad yet ap- 
peared near the garrison. Ou the 5tb, 
however, in the aftcniooii, a Spanish 
squqflrou of two seventy-fours, five 
frigates, and bther vessels, to the num- 
ber of eleven, hove in si^ht from the 
west, and lav-to some time off the 
garrison. iVhilst they n^mained in 
Siis situatigui the governor thought it 
prudent to make some new disposition 
of the ordnance at the southward, and 
to caution the regiments in the 
barracks, die 12th and 72ud, to l>e alert. 
The i^ptain of Ehiropa guard, who, 
before, ulually joined at retreat-beat- 
ing, was«aIso ordered to his command. 
•In the afternoon three privateer cut- 
ters arrived from the westward. A 
schooner, under Portuguese colours, 
Blibod across from fhe enemy to recoii- 
nmtre the first that came in, and on 
'her return was fired upon ftom Eu- 
ropa bfiiteAes* which was lh% first 
ho6til%&ot from the garrison. The 
enemy's squadron, in the evening, drove 
to the eastward; and at night the, £ki- 
tmrise' frigate arrived from Tetoan 
wiu Mr. fotie the consul. In the 
interval of«thu gentleman's departure 
^m the inutison, a ship of the em- 
pergr's hpa arriv^ at Gibraltar to be 


repaired ; but Admiral Duff being 
backward in granting the igores, the 
TOvernor thought firmer to send for 
Mr. Logie to explain to the admiral 
the necessity there was of complying 
with the emperor's request. To re- 
fuse such trifling assistance* at tliat 
important dmc, he considenMl might 
lie productive of serious eonseipeuccs 
to the garrison, 'lln* Knterprisc fri- 

g ate accordingly sailed to Ivtuun to 
ring over tlic consul. About sunset, 
the evt^ing of tlie .5th, the tVigate 
' left Tetuau to return, and was disco- 
vered by the enemy’s sfinadron, part 
of which itiinuMliately gave ^ase. 
Sir Thomas Rich, however, frmn his 
superior knowledge of the tides, 
escaped, though the wind was con- 
trary. When he arrived within view 
of the garrison, not making the con- 
certed mght-signals for fear of being 
discovered by the pursuers, the officer 
at Kuropa saluted him with several 
shot, but fortunately they did not take 
effect. 

The following day, the Cth of July, 
a packet was received from England, 
by way of Lisbon and Faro, informing 
the governor that hostilities had •com- 
menced between Great Britain and 
Spain. A proclamation in consequence 
was published in the evening for cap- 
turing all Spanish vessels, &c., and 
letters of manque were granted for 
that purpose to the privateers in the 
bay. Early on tlie morning of the 
8tb, a soldier of lleden's deserted from 
the Devil's-tower guard, and some 
time afterwards was followed hy a 
Serjeant of the 89tb, who was one of the 
overseers attending the inhabitants em- 
ployed beyond the gardens.^ In the 
eveiiii^ General Mendoza, with seve- 
ral offers, advanced from tlie Ijnes 
as fiir as the Micquelet huts, and, after 
recoTinoitring about an hour, returned. 

The Spanish commodore continued 
cruising m our neighbourbond till the 
8th, when he stood under an easy Bah 
for the westward. Before they qnittea 
the Meditenunean they broii^^to 
a Portuguese schooner, bound ftom 
Tetnan to the mirrisefti, and made veiy 
earnest inquinra conoerutng the stats 
of our provisions* The 9th. the Ame- 



28 


HISTORY OP THE 


[CHAP. ni. • 


rican priBoners, detained at this time in 
the garrif^ri, were distributed amongst 
the privateers ; and the following day, 
in company with the Childers sloop 
of war, they brought in four small 
prizes. 

Admiral Duff having received in> 
telligeuce that a large fleet of small 
vessels was to s;ul from Malaga with 
wine and provisionK for the Spanish 
grand fleet, the Childera was oraered, 
on the llth, to cruise to the eastward, 
and give information, by signal, when 
they appeared, with the strength of their 
convoy. Whilst she was on the look- 
out, her boat gave chase to a settee, 
and was fired at iVorn Fort St. Barbara, 
which w'us the first hostile shot from 
the enemy. About eleven o’clock the 
signals were made of the expected Spa- 
nish convoy being in sight, and soon 
after, of their force. Our admiral, 
however, only cautioner! the nax'y to 
be ready, and went to Windmill-hill 
to reconnoitre them fiersonally. Al)Out 
four ill the afternoon the convoy, con- 
sisting of about GO sail of different 
burtliens, under charge of five xe- 
bcqiies, from 20 to 00 guns each, were 
abreast of Europa Point. The priv^ | 
tcers which had accompanied the Chll- ' 
ders in the raoniing, were then towing 
in a prize taken from the midst of their 
fleet; and they, as well as the Chil- 
ders, kept up a smart running fire on 
the Spanish commodore; which was 
seconclcd at the same time from the 
garrisct. batteries at Kuropa Point and 
Europa Advance. The Panther (the 
admiral's ship, witli the flag on board) 
and the Enterprise were still at an- 
chor; but at sunset Sir Thomas Rich 
had permission to slip, and the Panther 
soon after got under way. On tlie 
appearance of the frigate the enemy 
were confused, and instantly steered 
for Ceuta. The Childers and priva- 
teers pursued, followed by the fnmte, 
and soon after by the Panther. Night 
was now advancing apace, and in a 
short time wc lost sight of the ships. 
A few broadsides now and then gave 
os hopes that our friends had come 
up with them ; a«d we could not help 
flattering oarsdves, feom the inferior 
three or the convoy, that daylight 


would exhibit the majorit^of them }b 
our possession. In the inopiing, hoir- 
ever, we discovered the admiral stand’*- 
ing towards the bay with five or six 
small prizes, and not one other of iJie 
enemy in sight: whence wc coo- 
cluded that tliey had worked back to 
their own coast, or escaped tlirongh 
the Straits in the night whilst our 
ships were off Ceuta. We afterwards 
learned that the squadron which ap« 
peared on the .'ith wa.s sent to convoy 
this valuable fleet past Gibraltar, lest 
the British admiral should intercept 
them, and prevent their grand fleet 
from receiving these much wanted 
supplies; but the convoy being by 
some unforeseen delays detained, the 
Spanish commodore quitted tlie station 
on tlie 8th. 

I Two line-of-battle ships were ob- 
served cmising behind the rock on the 
1.3th, and at night they went into Ceuta. 
The Kith the enemy blocked up the 
port with a R<iaadron of mcn-of-war, 
eoasistiug of tw'o seventy-fours, two 
frigates, five xelieques, and a number 
of galleys, halt-gal levs, and armed set- 
tees; they anchored in the bay, off 
Algeziras, and being judiciously^ ar- 
ranged, and keeping a vigilant look- 
out, the garrison bi*caine closely block- 
aded. This was the first motion of 
the enemy that discovered any direct 
intentions of distressing of attacking 
Gibraltar. At night Watei^rt guard 
was reinforced with a captain and ten 
privates. Till the 18th of this mouth 
nothing material occurred, when a 
small convoy of settees, &c. thrived, at 
the Oran^-^ve, laden with military 
stores, wTiich the enemy bejan soon 
afterwards to disembark. 

Mr. Logie having prevailed on tlie 
admiral to grant stores necessaiy 
for repairing the emperor's ship, and 
his prt‘seiice in Barbary being abso- 
lutely necessary, as well to procure pro- 
visiont eS to conduct the oorres^ndence 
between Great Britain and tht gar- 
rison, he return^ on the 19th, on 
board a Moorish row-galley, which had 
arrived from ihe empq^r with dis* 
patches relative to the sbig under re- 
pair. The galley was intemipted in 

I her return by the enemy's enuseisi adB 
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detained from seven in the morning 
tili five in the alhimocm, when she 
was permitted to pi-oceed to Tangier. 
Duriiig the embargo Mr. Logie was 
conceded in a small scuttle, down the 
run of the galley, having previously 
made up the governor's disnatches, and 
concerts signals, in a loar, which was 
entrustM to a Moor, to be delivercMl at 
Mr. Logie's house in Tangier, in case 
he himself should be discovered, with 
an order for the Moor to receive a gra- 
tuity if he delivei’cd it safe. 

Early in the morning of the 20th a 
Portuguese boat arrived with fowls and 
charcoal from Tangier. Another, at- 
temptinff to come m, was taken by a 
half-galley, and Varried to Algezinis. 
Sixty pounds of fresh l)cef were de- 
livered the same day to each regiment 
for the use of the officers ; the artilfery 
and engineers received in pmfiortion, 
and the navy were included in tliis dis- 
tribution. The following day orders 
were issued for the troops to mount 
guard with their hair unpowdered ; a 
arcumstance trifling in appearance, but 
which our situation afterivaros proved 
to of great importance, and which 
evinced our govei'noi''s great attention 
and prudent foresight in the xnauage- 
ment of the stores. 

So superior a naval force as the 
enemy now bail in our neighbourhood 
alanned Aoniiral DuflT, who was ap- 
prehensive that they would make some 
attempts on the king's ships. Signals 
w'ere therefore agreed upon between 
the fleet and the mirrison, that in case 
the *entmy should make an attack in 
the nigh^the latter might afford the 
fhips every assistance and protection. 

lights in a triangle were fixed 
upon by the navy, to distin^ish them 
firom the enemy. The 22nd the navy 
manned their boats, captured a 
kettee/ witliin a short distance of the 
enemy's ^blkiues : she proved #>%|ittle 
volu^ Jpit the exploit reflected great 
credit on the party employed. The 
same day arrived a boat with cattle, 
Tangier, luf^the course of 
the fiSnd Severn officers, attended by a 
party of m4a« were observed tracing 
oq^ gremnd on the plain below St 
* Roque, apparently for u camp ; and it 


was remarked that the Micqnelets ha 
the advanced huts on the neuiral ground 
were relieved by regnlur troops. These 
Mioquelets are of me same description 
with our revenue officers, and were 
stationed to prevent the smuggling of 
tobacco from tlie garrison into »pain. 

^ A Portuguese boat, with letters, ar- 
rived early in the moniing of the 24th; 
also a schooner with chamial and fruit 
from Tangier. Bcftweeii 2oo and 300 
men landed the same day ut the Orange- 
grove, with an intention, as we con- 
jecturcid, of taking charge of the stores 
which the enemy were disemliarking 
there. The 2 full they pitched a U*nt on 
the plain fur the working party eiii- 
ployiHl in clearing the ground. I 
should have mentioned, that on tlie 
12th a Hanoverian soldier deHert(*d, 
and this day two of the sam(‘ brigade 
followed his example. The euerny, on 
the 2(ith, began to form a camp on the 
plain below St. Roque, about half a 
mile from Point Mala, and three miles 
from the garrison. Fifty tents were 
pitched, and a detaidiment of cavalry 
and infantry soon after took possession. 
The same day the Illerim, a Swedish 
frigate, which had btfen in the bay 
some weeks Ixjfore, arrived, though 
opposed by the enemy. The Swedish 
captain politely Imnigbt-to on their 
firing a gun ; but l)eing told he must 
not anchor under the walls of the gar- 
rison, he resumed his course, telling 
them he must go to (Hbraltar, and they 
should not prevent him. Some shots 
were exchanged, but none took effect. 

The Spanish camp being daily re- 
inforced with additional regiments of 
cavalry and infantry, and largo parties 
being still employed in lauding ord- 
nance and military stores at Point 
Mala, the governor thought proper, on 
the 29tb, to establish the following 
staff officers, namely, (Captains, Val- 
lotton, of the Sfith regiment— Patterson, 
of the artillery— Forch, of the 12th 
regiment, and Eveleigh, of the en- 
gineers, to he aides-de-camp to himself, 
as commander-in-chief; Captaiii Wil- 
son and Lieutenant Buckmidge, of the 
d9th Foment, aidee-fie-camp to Lieu- 
tenant-uen. Boyd; Lieutenant Weu> 
aey, of the Hanoverian Brigade^ aid» 
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de-camp to Major-Ocii. de Ja Motte; life iH'came every day mont scarce. 
Major ijurdy, of the A(,th regiment, Early on the Gth came in a Portugiftse 
quartennaster-general ; Captain Hors- schooner, firom Tangier, with 44 bul- 
burgli, of the d9lh regiment, who was locks, 27 sheep, and a few fowls ; and 
town-major, adjutant-^^neral ; Captain two days following, another arrived 
JBurkts of the 58th regiment, town- with onions, fruit, and eggs ; the latter 
major ; and Lienteuant S. Wood, of die brought letters for the governor, but 
5(ith regiment, assistant town-nuijor. no news from England. From this 
At the same time all the horses, except day nothing material occurr^ till the 
those belonging to field and staiT-oifi- loth, when the enemy’s cruisers cap- 
sers, were ordered to lie turned out of tured a boat belonging to the garrison. , 
the garrison, unless the owners, on in- As affairs began to wear a more se- 
spection, had 1000 lbs. of fee<l for each ' rious aspect, a general activity reigned 
horse ; and, to enforce the latter order thi oiighout the garrison, promoted not 
by exainple, the governor directed that a little by the example of the governor, 
one of bis own horses should be shot. who was usually present when the 
In the afternoon of tlie 8()th, one of workmen paraded nt dawn of day. The 
die enemy’s xebeques manned her engiiUK^rs were busily employed in nut- 
yards, and fired a salute. Immediately ting the works at Willises in the best 
afterwards we observed she had hoisted repair, and in erecting new batteries on 
a flag at the mizcii top-mast head, the heights of the north fit>nt. A con- 
iiistead of a broad pendant; from wiiieh siderablc extent of ground above the 
ceremony we concluded that the naval town was cleared and levelled, to en- 
cominandant had been promoted, or camp the different regiments, in case 
that he was super^ded by an admiral, the eneniv sliould fire upon the town. 

In the beginning of August, Uie Parties were likewise detached to col- 
pirps in garrison were ordered to give lect shrubs. &c., from the face of the 
ill returns of their best marksmen, and hill, for fascines ; and the artillery 
also of those men who had ever been were daily engaged in completing the 
employed in making fascines. Those expense majrozines with powdei>rang- 
ofiieers unmarried, or without families, ing the dilTcrent ordnance, and pre- 
who drew double rations for two coni- paring cveiythiiig for immediate use 
missions, were ordered at the same in their department. The luivy were 
liiiie to draw rations only for one com- not less diligent. A new batteiyr for 
mission. Two Dutchmen came in on 22 guns was begun in tli# Navy Yard, 
ihe^ 2iid, uiiperoeiyed by the enemy’s as a resource in case the enemy’s ope- 
cruisers, Imieu with rice and dried rations should make it necessary to &y 
fruits : the rice, and a part of the fruit, up the ships ; and the stores were ra- 
the governor purcliased, for the use of moved from the New mole to ihe 
the troops. The enemy’s camp by this Navy hospituL ^ , 

time was considerably increased, and Towaros the middle of Angust, the 
we numbered 28 cauuon liehiud the motions of the enemy wciw no longer 
fort at Point Mala. ^ mysterious; every succeeding day con- 

A Venetian arrived on the Sth, firmed us in the opinion tliat their 
though fired at hy the enciiiy. Site object was to distress the garrison as 
(witii the Dutchmen) remained no much as possibll. The blockade* bey 
longer than was necessary to take on came more strict and 8evei;e, their army 
boaid some of tlie inhabitents, who, ap- was in force before the glaoe^ and tibeir 
prehensive that the garrison would be prftdlit plan seemed to ba to reduce 
besieged, tliought it eligible to seek im Gibraltar by fkmiue. Our^stock of 
asylum in time. Indeed abont this provisions, they concluded, was small , 
time scarcely a boat or vessel left the and their squadron under Adndira] 
port without being crowded with Jews Barcelo^ who C(mim|nded in tlje bav, 
or Genoese, wlio preferred a residence, could prevent succours being thrown In 
in Barbary, or Portugal, to remaining by neutral vemsls ; whilst melr grand 
Id Gibraltar, where the necessaries of fleet, muted with thatof France, aamU^. 
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be Ruperior to any which Great Britain 
oobld in her then critical situa- 
tion. This acheme^ evcay ckoumatanec 
considered, was speeioiis ; and, had not 
the garruou fortunately received a sup- 
ply of provisions, &c.* in April, 1779, 
the tro^ undoubtedly would have 
been reduced to the greatest distress, 
and thuijilaee might prohabW have 
been in imminent danmir, bemre the 
» ministry could dispatch a fleet to its 
relief. Tlie situation of the (i^rrison 
waa becoming every day more interest- 
ing: only forty head of cattle were 
now in the place; and fhim the vigi- 
lance of the enemy, there was little 
prospect of constant supplies from liar- 
nary : two bnllocks were ordered, 
therefore, to Ih; killed daily for the use 
of the sick. The inhabitants had been 
warned in time to provide against the 
calamities whicli now impended: the 
standing <irders of the garrison sp^i- 
fied, that every inhabitant, even in time 
of peace, shonld have iu store six 
months* provisions; yet by far the 
greater number hnd neglects this pre- 
caution. These unfortunate people, as 
they could not expect to be supplied 
friitiFthe garrison stores, were iti ^ 
neral compelled to seek subsistence by 
quitting the place ; some, however, 
were induced to weather out the storm 
by the property they had in the garri- 
son, which Itas probably their all, and 
which they could not remove with 
themselves. Those of this description, 
on application, obtained leave to erect 
wooden huts and sheds at the south- 
ward, alxwe the Navy Hospital, whi- 
ther they began to remove their valu- 
able efledts, &c., that they might be se- 
6ure from the annoyance of the enemy, 
in case the town should be bombarded. 

Fifteen or sixteep covered carts, on 
the 15tb, arrived at the enemy’s camp, 
and unloaded timber, planks, &c., at 
their laboratery tents. They con^ued 
lauding sAres on the beach, whicn em- 
* ployed^ groat number of carts to con- 
vey them to thrir di^piytB ; and at night 
we generally observed a number of 
lights, and ft^^dy heard a noise like 
timt of mew eropLoyed on some labo- 
rious duty :* this, nng^ proceed from 
, did^guig cannoni as we observed, <m 


the I7tli, tliey had auittiaied all the em* 
brasuitHt in Fort St. Philip. ^ 

a on the 17th, die enemy at« 
to cut out a iKilactCr which was 
oft’ tlie Old mole; but rotired 
on a gun -being flred at tliem from the 
garrison. The small craft, after tliis 
circumstance, removed to the ^ew 
mole, as the men-of-war had done some 
time before, llie 18th, hi the morn- 
ing, two parties of workmen came from 
the camp, and were employed at Forts 
St Philip and St» Barltara : covered 
carts continued constantly going from 
Point Mala to the lalmratory tents, sup- 
posed to lie laden with shot. The Ibl- 
lowing morning a S])aniard came in an 
open Ixmt to Watc^'port, with onions 
and iVuit, having a pass fbr Ceuta : he 
was examined by the quartermaster- 
general, and allowed to aell his cargo 
and purchase tobacco, but was not per- 
mitted to land : at night he was ordered 
to return, which he did about eight 
o’clock, lie informed us the Camp coii- 
sistod of lietween 50(10 and 0000 men, 
vriiich were to be immediately com- 
pleted to 1 .5,000. The 20th, ftie enemy 
formed a new camp, to tlie left of the 
stone quarry, under the Queen of Spain’s 
Chair : wc imagined it to lie intended 
tor the Catalonian troops, as they are 
usually encamped separate from the 
rest of the Spanish fom*s. The same 
day onr marksmen were embodied into 
a company of two non-commissioned 
officers and (>4 men ; and tlte command 
was given to Lieutenant llurleigli, of 
the 89tli regiment 

The enemy, on the 21st, had more 
men than usual employed in making 
fliBcines: they likewise were very busy 
in piling shot, and had a party at work 
in the covered way of Fort St. Philip. 
A number of carts daily brought shot 
(as we imagined) to the lines, particu- 
larly to Fort St Barbara. The 23td, 
the corps of engineers were formed 
into three divisions, and several officers 
of the line appointed to join them as 
assistant engineers and overseers. The 
same day some experiments were made 
with mMot ghat: this practice waa 
oontiuued on the 25tli| when some car- 
casses were also thrown, and much 
approved. The 27th, we observed a 
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filsciue-work begun upon the glacig, 
north oft Fort St. Philip, which after- 
wards proved to be a niortar battery. 
A great number of carts coutiimed to 
be employed in the enemy’s camp, and 
vast/juantities of stores were* cotistaiicly 
landing lieyond Point Mala. In the 
course of the .’l^lth, the C’bildcrs and 
an armed schwiier attempted to cut oHT 
two half-galleys becalmed in the bay; 
hut the euemy’s xebeques, getting under 
way, obliged them to desist. At night 
upwards of 8U covered carts came down 
to the ciiemy’s lines. 

From the time the enemy first ap- 
peared encamped liefore the garrison, 
troops had h^n continually joining 
them from all quarters. Their camp 
consisted of two lines (independent of 
the (ytttuloniaiis), extending from Point 
Mala, in mi oblique direction, into the 
country, towanls the Queen of Spain’s 
Chair. The stivets were in a direction 
nearly parallel to the bottom of the 
hay. The guards in their lines and 
advanced posts were, as the camp in- 
creased, proportiouablv reinforced; but 
no act of hostility had yet taken place 
in that quarter, though the governor 
continued the garrison-guard at the 
Devil’s-towcr. Their forts were re- 
paired and put in the best order of de- 
fence. J^alwratory timts for the artil- 
lery were pitched in front of their 
camp, and magazines erected for mili- 
tary stores, which were frequently 
brought by fleets of small cra^ con- 
voyed by men-of-war from Cadiz, Ma- 
laga, and other ports in the neighbour- 
h(^. 

Oil the 5th of September a soldier 
of Hardetiberg’s deserted fVom a work- 
ing party employed in scarping the 
rock, under the lines. He was fired 
upon fi’om Willis's, but got o£P. Be- 
sides the jiarty cii|raged in rendering 
the lines inaccessible, our enguseers 
were daily strengthening them with 
palisadeB, Ac. Traverses were also 
erected along the covered way, mnd 
battery, and line-wall above Water- 
port, where a strong boom of masts 
was laid, fVom Old mole head to the 
foot of Iiand|k>rt glacis. About this 
time the regiments began to practise 
grenade exercise. The day on which 


the Hanoverian deserted, a. Moorish 
galley came over fkmn Algerikas, 
where she had been detained ten 
days. The crew reported that the 
Spanish camp was very sickly. It is 
supposed this vessel came to order 
home the ship which had been some 
time repriring in the New mole, as the 
following di^ lx)th of theiis left the 
garrison for Tanper : a xebeque, how- 
ever, speaking them off Cabrita Point, 
the Moors were conducted to the Spa- 
nish admiral. 

The enemy’s workmen in the lines 
^peared at this time to lie ulM)ut .500. 
They were principally engaged in fill- 
ing up with sand the north part of the 
ditch of Fort St Philip, completing 
the mortar l>attery before mciitioned, 

I and raising the crest of the glacis of 
their lines in different places. From 
the noise often heard during the night, 
and the number of lights seen, we 
judged that they worked without in- 
termission. Two waggons, drawn each 
by 12 mules or horses, arrived at the 
lines on the 8th, which we conjectured 
brought fixed ammunition. Ine 1 Itb, 
we obwrved that they had l>egun several 
fkscine- works on the crest of theii* lines, 
apparently for mortar batteries ; and 
had Tois^ several traverses for the 
protection of their guard-houses. Wag- 
gons and carts continued bringing 
fSiscincs and other materii Is to the fines 
from the camp. The same day, a row 
boat, fitted out by the Jews, brought 
in a Dutch dogger laden with wheat: 
a very valuable supply in our situ- 
ation. 

The operations of the enemy now 
began to engage our attention. They 
had been permitted to pass and reptfss 
unmolested for some time; but the 
governor did not think it prudent to 
allow them to proceed any longer witii 
impunity. A oonneii of war was oop- 
seouently siimmoned o»i the llth, to 
comet on the measures to be pursued. 
The council consisted of the following 
officers : — The governor, the lieutenrat- 
govemor. Vice-admiral Duf^ Miyor- 
general de la Motte,: Colonels, Ross, 
Green^ and Godwin ; with Sir Thomas 
Rich, Bart In the evetiing it was re- 
ported that their opinion was net to 
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•op(^n on the enemy whilst they oonti- 
-muea within their lines i but this rumour 
WHS only nropiigated to deceive the 
CttrrifM)u ; ror on the snoceedinff mom- 
iiig, being Sundsy the 12th of^ptcm- 
ber, the artillery officers were ordered 
to the batteries on the heights; and the 
I>evirs I'ower guard being withdrawn, 
the goveonor opened on the enemy 
from Green's Lwgc (a battery made 
Siinee the blockade commenceu), 
lis's and Queen Charlotte's batteries. 
Their advanced guards in the Micqur- 
let hutp, and in the stone guard-houses, 
were in a short time compelled to re- 
tire, and the workmen asseiutded in 
the lines obliged to disperse. The co- 
vered waggons returned to the camp 
without (topositing their ladings ; and 
BO general a panic sidzed tlic enemy at 
this nuexpected attack, that their ca- 
valry galloped off towards the camp, 
and for some hours scarce a person 
was to be seen within the range of our 
guns. The forts were too distant to U* 
materially damaged; and the gover- 
nor's intention being only to disturb 
their workmen, the liriug after a few 
hours slacken^, and a shot was only 
dischaf^ed as the enemy presented 
themselves. A brass gun in tlu* (Queen's 
battery (Willis’s) run with eight 
rounds. 

The mortar batteries that had been 
discovered in ffiie enemy's lines, some 
fbw days previous to our firing, had 
caused no small alarm amongst tihe in- 
• habitants ; those, thereforc.who liad huts 
in Hardy Town, at the southward, im- 
niediatefwreanoved tlieir most valuable 
effects, roily convinced that the 8pa- 
oiards at night would rctari^ the fire. 

That the duty of the batteries might 
he performed with spirit, in case the 
enemy persisted in crying on their 
woru, a captain, 3 snhalteros, and 
.52«men pf the artilleiy, were ordered 
to take in charge Green's Lgto, 
Willis’s* aiA other batteries on Bie 
heights, ^he firing was contiuned the 
' snbs^ncnt days, as circumstanoes di* 
The loth, our artillery made 
three attempts to^ reach the enemy’s 
laboratory tents, or artill (as 

henceforward they will be called), fW>m 
^^sewdhoitar at Mr Ulitfs. The first and 


I second shell burst immediiitcly on 
leaving the mortar : the third»went iti 
I rau^ but fell a little short of the 
fascine park. The artillery at this pe- 
I riod used the old shells, the fuses of 
which were in general faulty ; and 
this was the cause' that the exwriment 
did not answer on the first ana second 
trials. We obset^'ed, tlie same day, 
that the Spaniards bud pitched some 
additioiml tents a little beyond Point 
Mala : they also began to erect a pier, 
or wharf, f'or tlie convenience of laud- 
ing tlM‘ir stores and supplies. 

Whilst the governor kept a watcLfhl 
eye on the €‘iipn>y*s operations, mo- 
lesting their w'orkmen as much as 
l^ible from Willis’s, proper precau- 
tions were taken in Uie town to ren- 
der a l)oml»urdment less diatressing, 
in ease they retaliate*], which, indeed, 
their nrefairatioiis gave us reason 
to think would not Iw long deferred. 
The pavement of the streets, in the 
north part of the town, w'as ploughed 
up ; the towers of the most conspicu- 
ous buildings were taken down, and 
trayerses raised in different places, to 
render the eommuiiieations more se- 
cure. The enemy appeared to bear 
our lire very patiently in their lines : 
their partiiw continued working on the 
mortar batteries ; the stone sentry- 
boxes w'en{ pulled down, and the 
guard-houses unroofed; a lioyati, or 
covered wuy, was likewise begun, to 
make a safe communication from tlie 
lines to their camp. 

Our firing was still continued ; but 
their parties were at too considerable a 
distauee (being near a mile) to be mate- 
rially annoyed by our shot; and the 
works lieing surrounded with sand, the 
larp;e shells sunk so deen that the 
splinters seldom rose to tne surfkcc 
An experiment was therefore rccom 
mended by Captain ( now Major) Mer- 
cier, of the 3<Jth regiment, namely, to 
fire out of guns 5^-iiich shells, with short 
fuses ; which were tried on the 25th, and 
fimnd to answer extremely well. These 
small shells, accordtiig to Captain 
Mercier’s method, were thrown with 
such precision, and thdtfuqes out by 
calculation with such exaetnesa, that 
the shell often bant over tiieir heads* 
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and wounded them before they could 
get uod^r cover. mode * of an- 

noyance WU 0 eligible on several other 
accounts: less powder was used, and 
the enemy were more seriously mo- 
lested; tlie former was an advantage 
of no small corise()ucnce, since it en- 
abled the governor to reserve, at this 
period, wliat might be probably ex- 
pended to the greater l)eiiefit of the 
service on a future occasion. It will 
also account for tlie extraordinary 
nomlier of shells which were dis- 
cliarged from the garrison. 

In the afternoon of the 26th a sol- 
5ier of the 72iid regiment deserted 
from a working party out at Landport. 
He took refuge ^hind one of the Mio- 
quelct huts, and, iiotwitlistanding our 
endeavours to dislodge him, remained 
there till night, when it is ima^iicd he 
proceeded to the lines. Our firing was 
now very trifling. The enemy con- 
tinned making additions to their boyau 
and the works in the lines; but the 
latter were chlcflv done in the night 
Indeed, since our nring, their operations 
within our reach hud been principallv 
carried on daring the night, at which 
time, or verv late in the evening, they 
also relieve<l their guards. 

In the beginning of October, the 
enemy's ann^, accoiding to our intel- 
ligence, consisted of sixteen battalions 
of in&utry, and twelve squadrons of 
horse, which, if the regiments were com- 
plete, would amount to about 14,000 
men. Lieutenant-General Don Mar- 
tin Alvarez de Sota Mayor was com- 
mander-in-chief. We continued our 
fire, varying as objects presented them- 
selves. 

The great command we bad over 
the enemy's operations from Green's 
Lodge, induced engineers to mount 
still higher, and end^\our to erect 
a battery on tlie summit of the north- 
ern firont of the rock : a place there- 
fore was levelled, and a road fbr 
wheeled carriages begun at Middle- 
hill. The 4tb, a soldier of the 58th 
attempted to desert from Middle-ldU 


* The enemy, we wete Imfbrmed, nttemiited 
ihi« pmoilne, bat never could briu It to per- 
•hetlon. 


guard, but was dashed to pieces in. 
his descent. The ^artillery wereT* tee- 
impatient to have a miri mounted on 
the summit of the rock, to wait till the 
new road was finished: they accord- 
ingly determined to drag a twenW-four 
pounder up the steep craggy face of 
the rock ; and in a few days, witli ^at 
difficulty and prodimons exertions, 
they were so succcssfiu as to get it to 
the top. 1‘he 9th, a party of the navy 
attempted to cut off two Spanish pola- 
cres becalmed between Algeziras and 
their camp. Our seamen spiritedly 
boarded one, and were on their return 
with the other, when two gailejrs from 
Point Mala gave chose, maintaining a 
smart and well-directed fire as they 
advanced, and gaimHi so considerably 
on the prizes that the captors were re- 
luctantly obliged to quit them, and 
bi>take themselves to their boats. The 
Childers sloop-of-war was ordered out 
to protect them, and fortunately was in 
time to stop the progress of the galleys. 
The tiller of one of our barges was 
carried away by a shot, but no other 
damage was received. 

The platfbrm on the summit of the 
rock was completed on the l*2th ; and, 
the gun being monnted, the succeeding 
day we saluted the enemy's forts with a 
few rounds of shot and shells. This gun 
was mounteil on a traversing carriage, 
and was distinguished ^ the name of 
the Rock Gun. From that post we had 
nearly a bird's-eye view of tiie enemy's 
lines, and, with tlie assistance of glasses, 
could distinctly observe every' operation 
in tiieir camp. In the affenioon of the 
16th a servant of Mr. Davies (the agent- 
victualler of the garrison), under pre- 
tence of looking for a striked gUat, 
obtained leave to pass Lanaport bar- 
rier, and imme^ately went over to the 
enemy. The desertion of this man 
gave 08 some oonoem, as proliably. to 
emure a ikvourable reception, he might 
h^e taken with him softie nieinonm- 
dmns of the state of our pro^*isions. 

The enemy's parties had not been* 
remarkably active in tlie bcginnliig of 
the mouth; but a^t the 17th and 
18th, tiielc workmen in the lines were 
more numeroue than usual, which 
produced a more auiiiiated fir^«fiN)|P 
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«iir batteries. As onr artillery' by this 
tiflie* were accustomed to iire from 
heights, the small shells did consider- 
able execution amongst their workmen, 
many of whom we oiiserved were car- 
ried off. On the eveiiiug of the 1 9th, 
the governor was at Willis's, to see an 
experiment of a light ball, iuveu^ by 
Lientenani Whitham, of the artillery. 
It was made of lead, and, when filled 
with composition, weighed 14 lbs. 10 oz. 
* This ball, with 4 lbs. of powder, was 
fired at six degrees of elevation, out of 
a thirty-two pounder, upon the glacis 
of their lines : it burnt well ; ana the 
experiment would have been repeated, 
bad not a thick fog suddenly arisen. 
The governor was at Willis’s the suc- 
(K'cding morning, to see a second j when, 
the fog being totally disperse, the 
light ball answered his expectation, 
rhe enemy, during the night, had lieen 
uncoinmonly noisy ; but when the light 
balls were fired, no parties were dis- 
covered at work. Nevertheless, at day- 
break, to our great surprise we oliscrved 
35 embrasures opened in their Unt^s, 
forming tlirec batteries ; two of 14 each, 
bearing on our lines and Willis’s, and 
one of f, apparently for the u>wn and 
Waterport They were cut through 
the parapet of their glacis, and situate 
octween the barrier of the lines and 
Port St Philip. The embrasures were 
all masked, an# many of the merlons 
were in an unfinished state ; the govei^ 
^or ordered the artillery to direct their 
•fire on these works, and on the seven- 
gun battery in particular, where they 
had a party finishing what was left im- 
peril in tlie night* In the afternoon, 
a Venetian •was brought-to by a gun 
flpofti Kuropa, and came in: two gal- 
leys attempted to cut her off, but in 
vain.. • 

Our workmen now became exowd- 
Ini^y diiigeut; new commuriications 
and works weiw raised in tlie ]i,|^ 
which were Reinforced at night, witJi a 
•obaltem1hul43men; the alarm-posts 
of tfie regiments were also changed, 

• From the dUtnnea of ihom bottoriwi, w« 
did vy»t imogino ***' materially 

Injttfe the aarrlwm; bot the eannonade and 

bomhBjdmeiit of 1781 coavlacad of our 


and other arran^ments took place. On 
the night of 20th, we iii^pigiiii^, 
from the noise in the euemy’s lines, tliai 
their carpenters were platforming the 
DOW batteries, the merlous of which 
they liad cased and capped with fas- 
cines. Their boyau now extended from 
tlie fiisc'ine park, almost to the barrier 
of t^e lines. The 23rd, a prize hbttec, 
laden with rice, was sent in from tlie 
eastward : she was taken by a privateer 
belonging to Mr. Anderson, of the gar- 
rison, the captain of which thought the 
cargo would lie nsifftil to the iuhabit- 
ants ; and indeed this supply was truly 
seasonable. No vessel or boat bad ar- 
rived for six weeks (excepting the Ve- 
netian, on the 20th instant), and every 
article in the prrison be^n to sell at 
a most exorbitant price : this trilling 
addition of provisions was therefore 
well n'ceived by the miserable Jews 
and GeiKXise, though the rice sold for 
21 dollars 6 reals per cwt., which, at 
40f/. sterling the dollar, is 3/. 1 2s. fid. 

'rhe enemy’s artillery, on the 20th, 
decamped ftom their old ground, liefore 
the right wing of their Iront line, and 
took post near the Catalonians, where 
tliey were reinforced with a detacli- 
ment that had lately joined. The foUow- 
itig night, tlie Dutch dogger, which had 
brought us the supply of wheat some 
weeks liefore, sailed for Malaga: she 
took 73 Genoese and Spanish passen- 
gers. The next day our artillery got 
up to Middle-bill two twenty-four 
pounders, to lie in readiness for a new 
battery, which was erecting IjcIow 
the rock gun. Another twenty-four- 
pounder was taken to tlie same pl^, 
on the moniiug of the 25th. Our firing 
still continued, as the enemy's parties 
were daily bringing down timbf^r and 
other materials for their new batteries. 

The 30tb, an English privateer, 
called Uie Peace and Plenty, 18 six 

pounders, M‘Kenzie master, at* 

tempting to get in from the eastward, 
ran ashore half-way between Fort Bor^ 
bara and the Devil’s Tower, Some of 
the crew came on shore on the neutral 
ground; the remainder, with the mas- 
ter, were brooght off byfthe admiral's 
lioats : and on the night of the dlst, 
she was burnt As there was famo 
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Aing extraordinary and nnaceoiiiitable 
in the cjirciimstances attending the lom 
of this vessel, I cannot resist the temp- 
tatiou of relating them more at larg^. 
In the morning she t^as bearing down 
under a fine sail and leading wind, 
for Kiiropa advanml guard, as two 
xelieqnes were croisiug off Europa 
Point One of the xewques, about 
nine, got within shot of her: a few 
rounds were exchang<‘d, and the priva* 
teer was apparently resolved to fight 
her way in ; but on a sudden she al- 
tered her course, and ran ashore under 
the enemy’s guns, aliout 400 or 500 
yards from Uie garrison. 'Phe boatswain 
was killed, and several others wounded 
from the fort, before our boats arrived 
to their relief. 

Towards the conclusion of the month, 
the small-pox was discovered in the 
garrison, amongst tlie Jews. The gi>- 
vernor, apprehensive that it might 
spread amongst the troops, and be at- 
tended with dangerous consequences, 
ordered those who hml never lK?en 
affected with that disorder, to l>e quar- 
tered at the southward till the infection 
should disappear ; and every* precaution 
was taken to prevent its communicating. 
In the evening of the 31st, the new bat- 
tery below the rock gun was finished : 
it mounted four twenty-four pounders, 
and was called the Royal battory. 

November w«s not introduced by 
any remarkable event. The fire from 
our batteries was variable, os their 
workmen weiv cun ployed. Consider- 
able deposits of fascines, with planks 
and piect^s of tiinlier, were formed in 
the Sftanisb linen ; and other p;iits of 
their glacis were raised with fjs<*ine8 
and sand for additional mortar bat- 
teries. The 3rd, the enemy began to 
form merlons at Fort Toxiara, on the 
eastern shore, which, joined with the 
oircumstances of tlieir erecting two fas- 
cine batteries on the beach, between 
Port St Philip and Point Mala, and 
one near the magarine at the Orange 

S ove, gave ns reason to snpftose that 
ey expected a fieet in their neighbour- 
hood. Few workmen were at mis time 
to he seen iSi;, their lines : a party was 
trimming up the boyau : and numbers 
were employed about the landing-place 


i in disembarking stores; which ap; 
peared to be their chief employment..-^ 
Provisions of every kina were now 
Itecoming very scarce and exorbitantly 
dear in Sie garrison ; mutton 3«. and 
3s. 6d. per pooud ; veal 4«., pork 2s. and 
2v. 6d., a pig's head 19s., ducks from 
14s. to I8s. a couple; and a goose a 
guinea. Fish was equally Jiigh, and 
vegetables were with uifiiculty to be got 
for any money ; but bread, the greaf 
esseutial of life and health, was the ar- . 
tide most wanted. It was about this 
period, that the governor made trial 
what quantity of rice would suffice 
a single person for twenty-four hours, 
and actually lived himself eight days 
on four ounces of rice per day. Gene- 
ral Kliott was remarkable for an abste- 
mious mode of living, seldom tasting 
aii}'thiiig but vegetables, simple pud- 
diugs, and wator; and yet was very* 
hale, and used constant exercise; but 
the small portion just mentioned would 
lie far from sufficient for a working 
man kept continually employed, and in 
a climate where the beat necessarily 
deipands very refreshing nourishment 
to support nature under fatigue. 

Two deserters came in, with tlieir 
arms, on the night of the tltli. '^ey 
belonged to the Walon guards, a corps 
in the Spanish services comjtoscd prin- 
cipally, if not entirely, of foreigners. 
The following morning cthey were con- 
ducted to Willis’s, whence they had a 
view of the enemy’s works, which they 
descrilied to the governor. The Spa-, 
nish army were under arms on the 12t}i, 
in the of their eampv^ud were 
dismissed by corps a.s the general 
passed. * 

The 1 4th, arrived the Buck cutter 
privateer, Cap^n Fi^g, carrying 24 
9-pounder8. T^ abilities and brgrery 
of a British sailor were ao eminently 
conspicuous in the captaiu’s, coudn^ 
pi^y^ouB to his arrivii!l, that even oar 
entSmies could not help Hestowing oo 
him the encomiums to whiefirhia merit 
entitled him. About eight in ^ mom- ' 
ing, the privateer was discovereiil io 
the Gut, with a wei^rly breeae. The 
usual signal for veeinw an enemy was 
made ^ foe Spanims at Cabrita 
PcMDt: aud'Admirah Barcelo, ^fo 
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dkij^of t)ic line, one of 50 gviiiK. a fri- i 
gat0 uf 40, two xebcques, a sette«» of I 
74 guns, with haif-galleyA, Ac. Ac. to | 
(he niiiiihtT of 21, got oiider war to in- | 
lercept her. On the firet alttrni a 
xelteque at anchor oft' Cuhrita had 
weighed, and stood out into the Straits : 
fhe cutter neA^ertbeless continued her 
iMit observing the whole Spa- 
nish squadron tuniiiig the Point, she 
tnddeiil^ tucked, and stood towards the 

• liarbarV shore: the xeljcquea, frigate, 
and lighter v^f^^ela pursued, but a'cre 
cari'i<‘d down lo leeward by tlie irresis- 
tible rapiiUty of tlie current, whilst the 
cutter ui a great degree iiiaintained her 
station. As it may a]>|war very extm- i 
ordinary to readers unacquainted with } 
nautical affairs, that tht* privateer 
ahould not be etiually affe<*ti*d by the 
current, it may l>e Ilec4*^sary to infcn’iii 
them, tlmt a ^uiter, or any vesM-l rigged 
in the same Tnaiiner, from the foriiia*- 
tion of her sails cun go some points 
nearer the w ind tliun a stpiare-riggcd 
vessel \ which advantage, on this occa- 
sion, enabled Captain Fagg to turu 
lietter to windward, by stenmiing the 
current w hilst tlie Spaniards, by oppos- 
ing theTr broadsides, werecarritHi away 
to the eastward. 13Ht to resume the 
narrative : Ihircelo, who had his flag 
on board the 74, was the^ last in the 
chase, and, iMiHseiriiig his squadron 
driving to leeward, prudently ri'tunied 
to the Point to l>e in readiness to inter- 
cept her ill the bav. The 50-gun ship 

* also laid her head to the current orid 
keeping that pisition, dmve very little 
in conqia Asofi with her friends. Aflairs 
were thus situated when Captain Fagg, 
persuaded that the danger was over, 
boldly steered for the garrison. The 
50-gun ship endeavoured to cut her oft' 
from- the eastward, but was compelled 
to retire by our batteries at Kuropa : 
and Baacelo got under way to inter- 
cept her frimi 9abrita Point; buta^id- 
Isff his enorts inefiectoal, he was 

. otSiged S haul his wind, and giving 
her .two irregular broadsides, of ^pe 
and round,' followed bis unsuccessful 
squadron to the sustward. The cutter 
iwAingly reftimed the Spanish ad- 
mirajls fire with her stem-^aae, and 
after auchoM under our guns. 


The expectations of the troops aial 
iiihabatauts, who were spectatcfs of tlie 
action, had tieeu raistd to the highest 
pitch : few donoted but she was a laiig*s 
vessel ; and os no lutelligeiice had been 
received from England for many weeks, 
their flatteruig fancies paiuted her the 
messenger of good news: probably the 
forerunner of a fleet to tlieir relief. 
But what was their despondency and dis- 
appointment, when they were iiiformed 
that she was only a privateer, had hi^eii 
a cousidenible time at seu, aiid put in 
for provisions ! I'hough our condition 
in the victual ling-ofliee h^^camc weekly 
more and more serious, yet the gover- 
nor generously |)roiuised Captain Fagg 
ashisianc«\ A^'hat iudeed could be re- 
ftUM‘d to a man by whose boldness ami 
skilfii] innmeuvn^s tlie port was once 
more open, and the l>ay and Straits 
again under the command of a British 
admiral ? Only tvro or three half- 
galleys returned to (7ahrita Point; tlie 
rest of their squadron were driven far 
to leeward of the rock. 

Assuming the lilierty of a short di- 
gn^ssion iu this place, it may be iieccb- 
sary to inform tlie reader of the extent 
and breadth of the Straits of Gibraltar, 
and aequaiut him at the same time 
with the opinions of diHerent writers 
concerning tlic perpetual current that 
sets into the Mi'diterranean Sea, from 
the great Atlantic Ocean, which has so 
long engaged Uie attention of many 
celebruli«d natural pbilosopbers. 

The Straits of Gibraltar (formerly 
known by the name of the Herculean 
Straits) are alsmt twelve leagues in ex- 
tent, fit)Di Cape Si»irtel to (>uta Point, 
on the African coast, and from Cape 
Trafalgar to £uro|>a Point, on the 
coast of Spain. At the wesU^m en- 
trance, they are in breadth about eight 
leagneo, but diminish considerably 
abemt the middle, opposite Tarifit (a 
small fbhiug-towii on the Spani^ 
coast; origiuaily a place of great oon- 
sequence and strength), tliougfa they 
widen again between Gibraltar and 
Ceuta, where they are about five 
Icamies broad. 

Philosophers, who Avc oommuni- 
ented their sentiments on tfaS extraor 
dinary phfenomeuon of a eemstant cur- 
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R»t, dififer 'widely in acooanting for 
the diR||pfiition of that continual influx 
of watiira, which, it is natoral to rap- 
IxMe, would, without some consumption 
or return, soon overflow the bounda- 
ries of the Mediterranean Sea. The 
ingenious Dr. Halley was of opinion, 
that tills perpetual BU{mly of water 
iroin the vast Atlantic Ocean was in- 
tended hy nature to recniit what was 
daily exhaled in vapour: others again 
think, the waters that roll in with the 
centre current are returned, by two 
counter-streams, along the African and 
Spanish shores. That there are two 
counter-streams is without doubt; but 
tlicir rapidity and breadth liear little 
proportion to the principal cummt A 
thiid class suppose a counter-current 
beneath, and of cqnal strength with the 
upper stream ; and tliis opinion appears 
conflrnied hy a circuinstunce related by 
Colonel James, in his description of 
the llcrcitlean Straits, of a Dutch ship 
being sunk in action hy a French pri- 
vateer oft' Tarifa, which some tune 
afterwards was cast up near Tangier, 
four leamies to the we^ward of the 
lace where she disappeared, and 
irectly against the upper current 
This hyiKithesis receives also addi- 
tional support from the repeated disap- 
pointments which have lieen experi- 
enced hy many naval officers, in at- 
tempting to sound the depth of the 
Straits with the longest lines : for the 
opposition between the currents might 
carry the line in such directions as 
ti> defeat the intention of this experi- 
ment. 

These facts seem strongly to indicate 
a recnrrency to the westward ; which, 
though it may not be so rapid as the 
upper stream, yet, with tlie assistance 
of the ourrents along the Spanish and 
Barbary shores, and the necessary ex- 
halations, may account fbr the Mediter- 
ranean 1^ never increasing ly the 
constant supply received from the At- 
lantic Ocean. The rapidity of the su- 
perior current renders tiie passage from 
the Mediterranean to the westward 
very precarious and uncertaiu, as ships 
never can stAn the stream without a 
brisk Levanter, or easterly wind. Vea- 
stda, therefore, are often detained 


weeks and sometimea months, waiting 
for a fovofurable breeae ; in whiefaT^case 
they And a comfortable berth in the 
bay of Gibraltar. — ^To return to my 
narrative. 

Two fritttea, on the night of the 
14th, joined the enemy’s small craft in 
the hay, from the west. It was thought 
from some preparations thatavere ni^e 
on board our men-of-war the succot^- 
ing evening, that Admiral Duff ine 
tended an attempt to cut out or destroy • 
those ships : a council was held in the 
navy, and the practicahilitv of such an en- 
termise debated ; but nothing was done. 

Tlie bay being agun open, the night * 
of the 19th a Moorish settee came in, 
witli 39 bullocks and a few sheep : the 
former wore so weak and poor, that 
many of them died on the beach as 
soon as thpy were landed ; they were, 
however, a most acceptable supply. 
The patron informed us that a vessel 
had sailed the preceding night for the 
garrison, with 40 bullocks, AO sheep, 
and 30 goats ; which we imagined was 
taken by the galleys at the Point. The 
following day, a Swede stood in for the 
garrison, with a signal at her forc-top- 
gallant must-head, by which ahe was 
known to be laden with provisions, and 
consigned to an inhabitant Off the 
Point she was boarded by a row-boat, 
and conducted immediately to Alge- 
xiras. The 23rd tlie agovemor pro- 
portioned the ftiel to the officers. This 
article was now become scarce and 
important The coals in the garrison • 
were few : what fuel, therefore, was is- 
sued at this period, was wqpd Jrom ships 
bought by government and broken up 
for that purpose, but which hod so 
strongly imbioed the salt water, thtft it 
was with the utmost difficulty we could 
make it take fir^. 

A small boat arrived on the 24t:^ 
with a packet fVom Mr. Logie: ^is 
pimket was lauded a4 Mogadore in 
Sottcn Barbaiy, W the Ffirtuiie slocm- 
of-war. Captain Squires. lAI righuy 
recollect it was upon this occasion that ‘ 
the following successful stratagem was 
effected, through the fidelity ota Moor 
entrusted by Mr. Lome to carry the 
dispatdies to that pSft of the coast, 
whence^ to prevent- infeooepdbn, 1^.^ 
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^ngbt it ^dent to seod lliciii to nicaticiiis. Some improvements wen 
Gafanltar, The Spankfds, e^uainied also node in the batteries |ud works 
with the importance of these dispatch(«» at Enropa. 

wished to nrevent them coming to our Oeosiuiter commenced with the cap- 
hands,* ana accordingiy offered KKK) ture of a Genoese |)olacre, becalmed <m 
colw (about 225/. sterUiig) to the Moor, Europe. Our sailors fmind about 220/. 
to induce him to betray his trust, and in raoiiev on board, with some letters, 
pretend he bad been robbed ou his way fW>m which we leame J 1 at tlie enemy 
to the eoast The faithful Moor im- sustatiied some loss in th^ Hues fironi 
mediately acquainted the consul with our fire. The ith, the enemy beat a 
the offer, who directed him to promise parley, and sent in a mule (lielonging 
that he would oompiv. In the interval to C^Onel Green, the chief engineer^ 
Mr. Logie prepouned ikisc dispatches, which had strayed to their lines: an 
in cipbeia, signed and dated them instance of politeness whicli we did not 
fhim St. Jamee's, and affixed a seal expect Tlie 8tli, another deserter 
fWim the cover of a letter from Lord came in ; lie was pursued, but we pro- 
Hillslwrough to himself: these were tected him. The subseqaeiit day we 
inclosed in the usual form, and directed olwerved several men about the west- 
to General Kliott llie Moor re> em and eastern advanc^ stone guard- 
ceived part of the brtlie, and delivered houses, which we imagmed were post^ 
up the fictitious packet : Mr. l^ogie on there to prevent desertion. Our artil* 
his return appeared much distress by lery endeavoured to dislodge them with 
the accident, aud the next evening sent round shot, but did not succeed. The 
the real dispatches to Gibraltar. lOth, the enemy fired several rounds. 

The wind veering round to the from Fort St Philip, at our fishing- 
southward, on the 20th Admiral liar* boats in the bay. Four soldiers of 
celo returned from Geuta to his old D« la Motto's regiment, quartered on 
anchorage off Algesinis, and the port Windmill-hill, attempted, on the 18tb, 
again tweame closely blockaded. A to desert : search was however imme- 
desefter came in, on the morning of diately made for them, and two were 
the 80th, from the lines; he belonged retaken. Those who escaped were 
to the Walon guards; and alx>ut five in supposed to have got down hy a rope- 
the afkenioori, another Walon deserted iiidder, left hy the party employed In 
to ns. Th^ fired several muskets at cutting brush-wood for fascines. The 
the latter, afid he turned about and re- next day another of the enemy endea- 
tnmed the shot : three horsemen then voured to come over to us, but, being 
pursued him, but were driven hack by pursued by two homemeD, was cut 
our artillery. After the first gun-fire, down and secunHl. One of tlie horses 
two more came in of the same corps. belonging to the pursuers was killed 
The Enemy's operations continued to by oar fire, and the rider much bruised 
be confined to the completion of tbeir imh the fall. The succeeding day 
^tteries,* and the finishing of their this onfiirttinate man was executed on 
Doyau. In tbeir camp we observed a new gallows, erected near th^ir artil^ 
them busily employed in erecting huts lery park, and the body, according to 
for the acoommodalioa of tbeir troops ea^tom, hung till sunset 
agathst the winter rains, which now The governor, on the 19th, ordered 
•had begun to set in. On the other that no guns should be fired from the 
hand, tb^gc^emor made everg^ecee- imrrisoD at the 4'ncmy’s shipping, if 
saiy addinon to the works. Wamrport the distance required more than de- 
enverdfl way was doubly palisaded, and ration ; except when ships were ohas- 
a.battery !hr three gniis erected on the ing or engaged. On the 20di, Hkt 
projeedng qnay ; a work of masoniy, to Bock, having refitted, sailed on a cruise 
mount two gnus, was built at Bagg^- to the eastward. We were aflberwards 
staff; and t|averBes of casks and earth informed that she ufifiirtanataly IMl in 
weie raised on the different roads, on with a French frigate, whudi, after a 
the north fhnft. to secore the cemunu-H few broadsides, capmrad the Back; 
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but Ii4{f<»re she could be got into po^ 
she sunk |'roni the damage received in 
the action. On the night of the 2<ith, 
we had a most violent storm of luiu, 
with dreadful thunder and lightning. 
The succeeding morning a vast quan- 
tify of wo<xl, cork, &c. was floating 
under our walls: the rain had washed 
it from the tauiks of the Palmoncs and 
Guadaranque, and it was wafted by tlic 
wind over to our side of tlic bay. Fuel 
had Jong lH*e]i a scarce article: tiiis 
supply was therefore considered as a 
niiraculoiis interference of Providence 
in our favour. 

The enemy, the 27th, fired four guns 
from Fort St. Philip : one of the shot 
struck tile extremity of Prince's lines. 
Whether these were fired to frighten 
our fishermen, who were dragging their 
nets near the farther ganfens, witli- 
out Landport, or only os an exp<;ri- 
ment, we could not say, as they imme- 
diately ceB.*«<>d on our retiiniing the 
fire ft'om Willis's. I'he day following, 
came in tliree deserters ; and the same 
morning the Fly packet-boat arrived 
from Tfingier, with 40 goats, fowls and 
e^^ but no mail : this cargf), though 
tnning, was highly am^ptahle. The 
deserters informed us that the enemy 
were almost overflowed in their lines, 
from the late excessive rains ; in some 
places, particularly near the new bat- 
teries, the water was two and three 
feet deep ; and their efibrts to drain it 
off hud nithiTto been iiiefiectual. The 
28th, a soldier of Hardenlierg's deserted 
down tlie back of the rock. 

.January, 1780, did not commence 
aith any very interesting events, A 
squadron of nieii-of-war passed throngli 
to the west on the 2nd : it being hazy, 
we could not distinguish of what nation 
they were; hut many tlionght them 
Spaniards from Carthagena. On the 
evtming of tlie 5th, a fire broke out in 
the enemy's camp, which, we after- 
wards learned, destroyed fouroffioeri^ 
marquees, and six or seven huts. The 
ibllowing day, after gun-firot two Wa« 
Ions deserted to us : tliey brought infor- 
mation that upwards of forty mortars 
were mounted iis the lines, and that all 
their batteries were completed with 
eannoD* 


A Neapolitan polaere was •luckily - 
driven under our gnus on the 8th, ahd 
obliged to come in. On board we found 
about 6000 bushels of barley, a car|[^ 

I (circumstanced as we were) of inesn- 
mahle value. The bakers had long been 
liiuitfHl to the quantity of bread daily to 
be issued to the inhabitants, and sen- 
tries were placed at the wickets where 
it was delivered, to prevent ooufosion 
and riot. The strongest, nevertheless, < 
had the advantage ; so that numbers of 
women, children, and infirm persons 
returned to their miserable habitations, 
frequently without tasting, for some 
days, tliat chief, and perha}Ni necessary 
support of life. The inhabitants were 
not the only sufierers in this scene of 
distress; many officers and soldiers had 
families to support out of the pittance 
received from the victualling - office. 

A soldier, with his wife and three 
children, would iuevitahly Imve been 
starved to death, had not the generous 
contribution of his corps relieved his 
family. One woman actually died 
through want ; and matiy were so en- 
feeble tliat it was notwitliout great 
attention they recovered. Thistles, 
dandelion, wild leeks, &c. wen^ for 
some time the daily nourishment of 
numbers. Few supplies arriving from 
Harbary, and there appearing little 
prospect of relief from England, faifiine 
began to present itself witbte attendant 
horrors. Had there been a glimmer- 
ing hope of assistance from home, it 
wimiu have enabled many to su^pport 
themselves under this accumulation of 
distress ; but, alas I we seem^ entirely 
abandoned to our fortune. 

Not only bread, but every article 
necessary to the support of life, watf 
hard to be procure^ and only to be 
purchased at exorbitant prices. Vepl, 
mutton, and beef told from 2s. fid. to 
4 h . per pound; fresh pork, from 2«». 
to salt beef and pork, ik 3d. 
per pound; fowls, 18e. pel' couple; 
duckk 2le-: firewood, 5s. perewt.; 
a pint of milk and water. Is. 3d. Ve- 
getables were extremely scarce: .a 
small cabbage cost Is. and a small 
bunch of tlm outward leaves sold for 
5d. Irish blitter, 2s. fid." per poiiitd; 
egga. fid. eachi and 2s, fid.'^per 
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pound. • The best fish wtis moet exor- 
bHautly dear, conaidering on what 
terms the garrison had he^ formerly 
supplied. It is natural to siip|)ose, fhnn 
tlie rock being almost surrounded with 
the sea, that we sliould have a oonstaut 
resource in this article. The contrary < 
was, however, the case ; our fislicrnien 
were tbreigiicnt, and being under no 
regulation, tliey exaeWd, by degrees, 
most extravagant sums for what some 
months before we sliould have refused 
with disgust. 

lliis extreme scarcity of provision^ 
it may well be imagined, could not fiiil 
to exercise the invention of individuals. 
A singular mode of hatching chickens 
was about this time success^ly prac- 
tised by the Hanoverians; and, as it 
may be acceptable to some readers, 
the process, as communicahni by a 
friend, is here inserted. The eggs 
were placed, with some cotton, wool, 
or other warm substance, in a tin case 
of such ooustnictioii as to be heated 
either 5y a lamp or hot water ; and, by 
a proper attrition to the temperature 
of boat, the eggs were oomuumly 
hatched in the usual time of a hena 
sittii%. A capon (however strange it 
may appear) was then taught to rear 
them. To reconcile him to this trust, 
the feathers were plucked tVom Jiia 
breast and lK*lly ; he was then gently 
scoured whb a bunch of nettles, and 

S laced upon the young batch, whose 
owuy warmth afforded such comfort 
to the bared and smarting parts, that, 
he, from tliat period, ream them up 
with the ^are and tenderness of a 
mother. 

Early hi the morning of the 10th, a 
Iquadron of ships was seen to the east, 
wluch had piissra through in the night; 
five were of the l^pe, and one under 
jury-masts *. supposed to be Count d*Es- 
taing's fleet from the West Indies. The 
same nay a soldier of the 58th rguinent 
was exeedied for stealing : be the 
first mtti who had sufiTered since Gene- 
ral £Uiott had been goveriior. The day 
fbllowtng^ file enemy fired, fhim Fort 
St Barbara, o%a dergyroan perfbrm- 
tng the last office over the corpse of a 
aoldjer of tKb 72iid reffimeut, at the 
banu- ground near we governor's 


meadow. The party immediately re* 
tired, though not before they had de- 
posit^ their charge. As this ooudiiet 
convinced us that tlie enemy would not 
permit us to bury ptii* dead without 
tlie garrison, a part of the red sands 
behind the Princess of Wales's lines 
was appropriated to that purpose. 

The 12 th. they surprised us s^u 
with ten shot from Fort St. PhOip; 
several came into town, and did some 
trifling damage amongst the buildings. 
The iuhahitants, whose alarms bad not 
totally subsided since tlic middle of 
SVeptember, when the governor opened 
upon the enemy, were now perfectly 
convincted they meant to return our 
fire; and accordingly la^gau, on the 
first report of their guns, to remove 
tiiemKeivcs to the southwanL Some in 
the greatest oonfusion endeavoured to 
secure tlieir valuables in town ; hut the 
firing ceasing, the fumtives. before 
night, summoned up sufficient courage 
to return. A woman, passing near one 
of the houMss, was slightly hurt It 
was singular that a female should be 
the first person wounded by the enemy 
at this remarkable siegt;. In the even- 
ing, the commanding officers had orders 
to infiirm their cor^ tliat the governor 
was under the necessity of curtailing 
the weekly allowance of provisions. 
Dirogreeable as this intelligence was, 
and jHirtiGulurly when we consider the 
distress whicli many experienced even 
w'ith the fiill allowance, the men re- 
ceived it without the smallest appeal^ 
once of discontent Convinced of the 
necessity, they acr|uiesoed with cheer- 
fulness ; indeed, to do them jnstice, in 
ail the vicissitudes of this t^ing period 
the garrison submitted,’ without mur- 
niuimg, to every necessary regulation, 
however unpleasing. It was fortunate 
fi»’ many that this short allowance of 
proviaioDS did not continue long ; nay, 
it remaiiied a doubt with some whether, 
at the time, the governor was not ap- 
prised of a relief being near, and did 
not enact this regulation solely to make 
trial of the disposition of his troops. If 
so, how satiofactory a circninttaiice 
must it have been tl find the anny 
under his command accord with so 
much good humour to what mi^t be 
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eonsiilered att a real hardship, however 
iiidispeni^ble I 

Admiral Duff, on the 13th, gave 
orders to the men-of>war and armed 
vessels t«> be prepared, in case a convoy 
was near, to afford every protection to 
any straggling ships that might att<‘mpt 
the port l>efore the main body arrived. 
This caudou confirmed us in the opi- 
nion of a cimvoy Ix^ing expected ; and 
a general joy was diffused tliroughout 
the garrison at the flattering, though 
prolmbly distant prospect. Two days 
after, a brig, which with other vessels 
S4Hnncd to fie going through to the ^t, 
suddenly altered her course, and, not- 
witlistamling she was opposed by the 
enemy, uiich<»red under our walls. A 
ship widi the British flag, entering the 
bay, was so uncommon a sight that 
almost the whole garrison were assem- 
bled at the southward to welcome her 
in ; but words are insufficient to describe 
their transports on l)eiiig informed that 
she was one of a large coiiv ly which 
had sailed the latter end of the pre- 
ceding month for our relief. The dis* 
tressM Jews, and other inhabitants, 
were fradtic with joy ; and the repeated 
huzzas firoin all quarters for some time 
prevented farther inquiries. We after- 
wards learned tiiat she hud parted com- 
pany with the convoy in the Bay of 
Biscay, and off Cadiz had discovered 
nine sail of large ships, which the 
master concluded were Spsuiiards sta- 
tioned tliere to oppose their entrance. 
The latter part of their information 
gave us muen uneaKinees. The enemy, 
we concluded, would have gwjA infelli- 
gence of the force of the Britifdi con- 
voy. If, therefore, any opporation was 
intended, a superior squadron would 
consequently be stationed at the en- 
trance of the Straits. These reflections 
damped, in a great degree, the plea- 
sure we before experienced, and made 
us apprehensive that the relief was not 
so near as we at, first expected. The 
prospect of it had, however, a vet^ vi- 
sible effect on the price of provisions^ 
which immediately fell more than two- 
thirds. 

Since it was Jhrobable that straggling 
ahips might attempt the port before the 
body of the convoy ^proaohed, the 


Childers sloop-of-war and armed ves-« 
sels were ordered to ernise in the fhv 
to protect them fVom the enemy's siiaa]l> 
craft. Previous to the arrivid of the 
brig, a soldier of the r>8th regiment 
desGrt4!!d from a party employed behind 
the rock in gathering shrubs, Ac. for 
fascines. The Kith, a Walon deserted 
to us, by whom we were infonued that 
the enemy had everything prepared in 
their lines to bombard the town. At an- ^ 
other time we should have been greatly 
alarmed at this intelligence; but our 
thoughts were ^too much engaged with 
the pleasipg though uncertain hopes 
of relief to ^ect on the consequences 
of a bombardment. In the evening 
our apprehensions concerning the con- 
voy were totally dispelled by the ar- 
rival of a brig laden with flour, which 
communicated the joyfol news that 
on the 8th of January Admiral Sir 
George Brydges R<xlney had captured, 
off the const of Portugal, a Spanish 
(i4-gun ship, five of 32 and 26 guns, 
with fifteen merchantmen, Indonging to 
the Caiucca Companv, going from Bil- 
boa to Cadiz ; and that, with a fleet of 
twenty-one sail of the line and a largo 
convoy of merchant-ships and trans- 
ports, he was proceeding to our relief. 
Every idea of opposition at tliis infor- 
mation immediately vanished ; and we 
anticipated the flattering prospect of 
seeing the British flag dice more tri- 
umphantly displayed in the Mediterrop 
neau. 

The weather on the 1 7th was very 
hazy: but clearing up the succeeding day, 
one of the prizes arnved witVoul any op- 
position from the enemy. The midship- 
man who brought her in informed us, 
diat when hcjrorted with the fleet cfo 
the 16th, Sir George was engaged with 
a Spanish squadroq off Cape St. Mary's ; 
ana that, just before they lost si^t of 
them, a ship of the line blew qp ; bul 
he vw at too great a distance to di»> 
tingiiish whether she was ft*fond or flua 
In the evening one of the atIDed Cap 
racca prizes came in, but no fiirti|i«r 
particulars of the engagement could be 
learned. Our anxie^ concerning the 
event of the action wasr however, re- 
moved a few hours afUWards to the 
appearance of the oonvey itself off IBa-, 
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fopa. * The wind, at that critical time, 
anibituuately fiiited them ; and tlie vi- 
vid dokheK of lightning, hy which we 
had discovered the fleet at the first, only 
served to exhibit them to ns driving 
with the current to tiie eastward of the 
rock. The Apollo fHgate, Captain Pow- 
nall, with one or two merchantmen, 
nevertlielcss got in alM)nt eleven ; and 
by the fl>riner tlie governor and garri- 
son were acquainteawith the agreeable 
tidings of a complete victory over tlie 
Spanish admiral, who^ with three others 
of Lis squadron, was taken : one was 
run ashon% another blown up in the 
engagenieDt, and the rest dispersed. 

We now found tliat the plan for re- 
lieving Gibraltar had been conducted 
at home with such secrecy and pru- 
dence that the enemy never suspected 
that Sir George rocuut to convoy the 
transports to tlie Straits with so strong 
a fleet. By their intelligence fVoiii 
Brest, they understood he was to sepa- 
rate in a certain latitude, and proceed 
with the main body of the men-of-war 
to the West Indies. Thus dec^fived, 
concluded that the transports with 
thmr convoy would flill an easy prey 
to their squadron, which oonsisted of 
eleven men-of-war, all chosen ships 
ftom their grand fleet 

At daybreak, on the moniitig of the 
19th, tlie ^emy oniuasked one of their 
14-gun baneries. The guns, with those 
in the fbr^ were all elevatsdj and 
the lines reinforced with two regiments 
of infantry. The governor, notwith- 
standing these app^rances, ordered a 
royal* sSlate to be fired at six o'clock 
from lyillis’s. The Panther mau-of- 

• war was decorated, and also fired n 
salute on accouift of this victory. About 
seven the Edgar arrived, with the Phes- 
nix prize of SO guns, having on board 
the Spanish admiral, Don Joan de 

* Langara y Huarte. Tliis ship had lost 
her migen*and main top-nagts, but 
seemgd little hnjored in the hull. The 
admiral, who was wounded in the en- 
gagement, was oondneted on shore in 
the evening to lodgings in town, and 
had eveiy aftention and compliment 
paid him ^hich were due to his rank. 
M night, Admiral Digby, in the 

^Priarw Gedijge, worked round Euiopa 


I with eleven or twelve ships; bnt Sir 
George remained witn t^e cripples* 
prises, and with the main hodv of the 
! fleet, off Marbell^ a Spanisn town, 
flinnerly of note, sixteen leagues to the 
eastward of Gibraltar. 

The 2Uth, being the anniversary of 
die King of Spain^a birthday, Admiral 
Bareelo's ships w«>re decorated accord- 
ing to custom. When the colours were 
struck in the evening, the flag-ship, 
with her consort of .V) gnns, was hauled 
close in land ; and the next day a larm 
party began to erect a liattery on the 
shore for their protection; being ap- 
prehensive, probably, of an attack fVom 
uie British fleet. The night of the 
21 St, the enemy nnmasked the other 
batteries in the lines, which again 
caused a ^neml distarbaiice amongst 
the inhabitants. Everything seemed 
now prepared to fire upon Uic town. 
The convey continued lieatiitg up ; bnt 
the prizes were so damaged' in tlieir 
rigging that they could not lie ex|wcted 
to make the bay till the wind veered 
round to the east. Early on the 22ud, 
several men-of war, in coming into tho 
bay, were carried down under the ene- 
my's batteries near Point Mala, which 
oocasioticd a general alarm in their 
camp. Drums beat to arms, and their 
artillery opened in an instant. The 
boats of the fleet hciwever, were or 
dered to their assistance, and the ships 
were towed back without receiving 
much damage. One man was killed 
and two woimded on hoard the Ter 
rible ; all of them Biwiiish prisoners. 

Kr George, on his arrival off the 
coast of Barb^', had sent intellig<moe 
to hlr. Logie to prepare supplies for the 
carrison. Three vessiils therefore sailed 
IQ the course of the 22nd for Tetuan to 
bring over what was at hand. The 
oonsul had provided cattle, fascines, 
picket^ Ac. in readiness for the slupe 
when they arrived ; but, to his surprise, 
the ships sent in tlie hum of business, 
under convoy of the ttidford, were 
transports fitted up for the reception of 
Woops, with many weeks' provisions on 
boara ; and before the berths could be 
removid to admit ^tbe supplies, the 
wind came easterly, and the ships were 
obliged to retnrn wi*Iioat them. This 
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oversiglu was of ^eat detriment to the 
carrison, at this prricN) we mi^ht 
have procured fresh provisions, which 
with economy would have served for 
some months. The garrison vessels 
were afterwards sent for th<*se articles ; 
hut after Sir George Kodiit^y's derar- 
ture, nuuit of them were detaitied by 
the vigilance of the enemy's cruisers. 

AVe learned hy the (.'Childers, on the 
i23rfl, that Sir George was at anchor, 
with the priites, in Tetuan Road ; ai>d 
waited only a favourable wind to join 
the reniainder of the fleet in the bay. 
As the town of Tetuan has fWN’juently 
been mentioned in the preceding pages, 
and probably will as often occur ui the 
course of the subsequent, tlie reader 
will perhaps not be displeased to find 
in tliis phuv a short description of it. 
Tetuan is a verj' ancient town in Bar- 
Imry, situated to the south-east of Ceuta, 
about six miles from the sea, on a river 
which meandei'is lieautifully through a 
pleasant eouutry ; but wliicli has a bar 
at the entrance, that renders it uonavi- 
gable for large ships. Small vessels 
get up about two miles, us far os Mar- 
teen, which is the quay and port of 
Tetuan. 'I'he town is walled round 
with square towers at ditferent dis- 
tances ' to dank' the curtains. It is 
built on the gentle slope of a hill ; and 
the htiuses bidiig white, with Hat roofs, 
have the appearance at a di.stauce of an 
encampment. The buildings are so 
contrived that a person may go front 
one end of the town to the other with- 
unt descending into the streets, and ui 
this manner their women, by octmpying 
the upper stories, visit each otlier with- 
out Iteing exposed to the sight of the 
male sex in the streets below. 

The town has a manufactory, and 
curries on a considerable trade, princi- 
pally in barter ; the road is, however^ 
so exposed towards the east, that ships 
cannot remain there during the Levant 
winds. The Moors exchange catde, 
poultry, and fruit for other articles; 
and when there is a truce between the 
powers, supply sevi^ral parts of Spain 
with provisions. The oranges of Te- 
tuaii are esteemed Hie largest and liest 
Havoured of any in that part of the globe. 

The enemy, we imagined, were not I 


I a little alarmed by the casual fl^peat^^ 

; ance of our ships on the morning of the 
I 22nd, as, tor several days aftcr^ they 
I were busy in removing cannon from 
I their artillery park to the different bat^ 
teries along the coast. At Algeziras 
the top-maitts and yards of the men-of- 
war were struck, and the ships hauled 
as close in laud, under the protection 
of the new batte^, as the depth of 
water would admit Several Spanish 
officers were now permitted to return 
on their parole to Spain. The 24th, 
the Childers sailed buck to Tetuan ; 
and soon after arrived a British letter 
of marque from Newfbuiidlaud, laden 
with uilt-iisb. 

Whilst the fleet remained in the bay 
the governor and garrison were often 
honoured with the prtwnce of the 
royal midshipmau, Princct William 
Henry j*** and when that youthful hero, 
on his return, laid his early laurels at 
the feet of his royal father, he pre- 
sented, at the same time, a plan of the 
garrison, in the relief of which he had 
made his first naval essay. In that 
plan were delineated the improvemexito 
which the place had undergone, and 
the new Imtteries erected on the heights 
since the commencement of the blockade. 

Tlie mention of bis royal highness 
brings to iny recollection uii anecdote 
of him, which occurred whilst the fleet 
was in the bay. The SpouiAi admiral, 
Don J uan l^Aiigara, one morning visited 
Admiral Digby, to whose charge the 
prince was eutiiisted, and Don Langara 
of course introduced to his royal 
bighuesB. During the ooufeienCe be- 
tween the aduiiims. Prince William 
retired ; and when it was iuVimated 
that Don Juan wished to return, his 
royal highness appeared in his charac- 
ter of midshipman,* and respectftilly 
informed the admiral that the t)oat was 
ready. The Spaniard, astonished to see 
the song:/ a monarch acting ua a p^y 
officer, immediately exclaimeo, ** Well 
does Great Britain merit the em^re of 
the sea, when* the humblest stations la 
her navy are supported by prihees cl 
the blood.*’t • 
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Three of the enemy, on the MSth, 
acserted to the garriecm ; a Rtiirth, at- 
tempting to desert, -was retaken, and 
another was shot by the poreiiers within 
mnsket-sliot of our lines. We fired 
from Willis's at the horsemen whp fol- 
lowed them, and wounded two of their 
horses. The deserters said it was re- 
ported that the enemy intended bom- 
barding the town the sbcceeding day. 
For several preceding months we had 
reason, from their operations, to think 
such an event not improbable. Sev<m 
or eight mortar battenes had been dis- 
tribnted along their lines, in which, 
according to onr intelligence, were up- 
wards of forty mortars; these, with 
the cannon bearing on the garrison 
from their min batteries, amounted in 
all to upwards of 100 pieces of ordiiancoi 
They, therefore, were not unprepared 
for such service ; but whether the cir- 
cumstance of the Spanish admiral and 
officers being Iwlged in the town might 
not at that time in some degree influence 
their conduct, or whether they were 
overawed by the strong naval force 
in their neighbourhood, they deferred 
the Ixnnbardment to a more distant 
period. 

Sir George arrived in the Sandwich 
from Tetuan on the 25th ; and the fbl- 
lowing day the prizes and remaining 
meii-of-war were all at anchor in the 
bay. A cfliincil of war was immedi- 
ately held on the admiral’s arrival; 
but the subject of their debates was not 
made public. Late in the evening of 
the same day a Newfbuudlond vessel 
with fiblif coming in, approached so 


had b««m exprened rmpectiNf tlif* aiitiientjdty 
of tbiH nnendote. the aiitboir wrote. In 1S.3S, to 
Sir Herbert Taylor, then primte aerro^ary to 
the Kinj{. and received ftom him the following 

dear Colonel,— f liaee taken tin* earlf- 
* eet oi^rtani^ofanbrnltfloif to (he King die 
menmraii^g"* mo at rejpamee'a 

Pid^e reiweting the pawage at page fO 
of fp. tn or the piwuent editionj yonr vafiiahle 
and Interesting work, the * Hiwtofy of the IHcge 
of Gibraltar,' to which it refers; and 1 have 
tdtw the ‘pleasure to acquaint yon. by eoni- 
nund of his Msjgsty, that tlie aneodote there 
(rfiren is eorrestly stated to everv respeet, and 
toerefbre than any alteration of it which may 
hath iMwn anggested ia uncalled fi». 

• •« WSndmrtS^to, S4tb Mareh, ISSa.” 


close to the enemy's coast, Uuit our 
gnard-bodts were obliged to bring her 
to her proper berth. 

The Fortune sloop carried over to 
Point Mala, on the 2<ith, the Spanish 
wounded prisoners : Admiral Langara, 
with his suite, still remained in Gib- 
raltar. Admiral ^r George Urydges 
Rodney ianded ou the 27tli at Rag^*d 
Staff, and, after visiting the Spanish 
ndmirel, dined with the governor. 
Prince William, with Admiral Digby, 
likewise dined at the oouvent. 
The same day the governor ordered 
those soldiers' wives and children t^'ho 
were not provided with twelve months' 
provlsums to prepare to leave the gar- 
rison with the fleet ; 250 lbs. of flour, 
or riGO lbs. of biscuit, was stated as suf- 
ficient for one person. By this regu- 
lation many useless bands were sent 
home, which would Imve been a vast 
burthen ou the garrison, eireuinstanced 
as we afterwards were. The evening 
of the 2Hth the Childers sailed for 
England with despatches from the ad- 
mirid ; but meeting with a ^ic of 
wind at west, she was compelled to 
return, after losing her ibre-yard and 
throwing four guns overboard. At 
night came in a deserter from the 
W^alon guards. 

About noon, ou the 29th, a large 
ship appeaivd fWnn tlie westward : on 
dottbliiig Cabrita Point she was dis- 
covered to be an enemy. Signals were 
instantly made for the Edgar and two 
frigates to attack her. In the meau 
time the Spaniard seemed areally con- 
ftued, but at last worked in land, 
between two barbet batteries at the 
: point. Several broadsides were ex- 
changed between her and the Edgar, 
whim the frigates attacked the batte- 
ries. They were, however, after some 
time recalled, tlio admiral being appre- 
hensive that they niiglit snstain greater 
damage from the laud tlian the object 
in action would excuse. The same 
day Uie second battalion of the 73id 
regiment, or Lord M*L«od's Hig^ 
landers, commanded by LieutenanS- 
Colonel George McKenzie, disemharksd 
from on board the %)eet at the New 
Mole, and took possession of the case- 
mates in the Kinif s hastum, &e* This 
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regiment was intended for Minorca; also added to the ibrt on the island, 
hat General Eliott thought proper, with which before was ew harhet, 
the advice of the admirals, &c., to de- Three deserterB came in on the 5di : 
tain them. Their strength at this time they were immediately sent on board 
was .30 officers, 6 sniff ofiic£Ts, 50 ser- the fleet, where the others had been 
Jeauts, 22 dniininers, and 944 rank and ordered the preceding day, to take 
file : an excel lent retoforcenieiit in our their passage ror England. 'Fhese men 
sitnatinii, since the f$curvy Imd already gave dismal accounts of the enemy's 
begun to aptieur among us. Colonels sufferings in camp, where universal 
Pietoii and Muwhood, with many other discontent prevailed on account of the 
oifieers, joiiud their corps also by this ^reat scarci^ and dearness of provi- 
fleet. On the night of the 29th, came sions. We little doubted the truth of 
in three more Walons. The Minorca this intelligence : tlie neighbourhood 
convoy sailed on the 31st, under the of their camp, from our own knowledm 
Marlborough, Invincible, &c. The of tlie country, was not capable of suo* 
wind citangiiig Ui the east in the even- sistiug so large an army ; consemiently 
ing, the (?hilder8 made another at- they were obliged to be supplied with 
Uiinpt to puss the Straits; which she provisions, &c. fhom plac^es at a dis- 
cffecU'd, and carried home dispatches tance, and these resources since Admiral 
giving authentic accounts of the pre- Rodney's arrival had been cut off Our 
ceding victory. cruisers, in truth, not only obstructed 

Sir (k'orgi?, when he captured the these supplies, but also prevented the 
Camcca fleet, judged that the cargoes garrison of Geuta front receiving the 
of several would be useful to the gar- refreshments from Spain which thmr 
risou : he tliercfore brought with him fituatioii made necessary ; and our in- 
wbat ships he thought would be ser- tclligence firom Barbary mentioned that 
viceahle, and lauded their freights that garrison was in a slniilar, if not 
along with tlio supplies which govern' worse condition than their opposite 
nient had sent out A great number friends. If Sir (ileorge, ther^oro, bad 
of guns of heavy metal, some hun- continued some time longer in» the 

drra barrels of powder, were* also pur- Mediterranean, our enemies probably 
chased from the Spanish prizes by the would have been reduced to ip*eater 
govenior, notwithstanding be had re- difficulties tlian we ourselves had expe- 
ceived a large supply of the latter by rienoed. 

the convoy. The artillery (whose coo- As the fortress of Centac.i8 in some 
stant practice it was to try the strength degree connected with the subject of 
of powder ou the lotteries) afferwara the present narrative, it may not be 
corniiarcKl the quality and strength of improper to relieve the reader's atten- 
thc British and Spanish powder, aod tton by a brief description of it. The 
found the former ^atly superior. town of Ceuta is situated oi^ tl|p coast 
In tlie begiuuing of February, the of Bar1>ary, about 15 milestothesodth- 
wind from the S. W« blew a stroog ward of Gibraltar. In the mm of the 
gale, which, from the fimltiesi of ^ Romans it was a town of some note,' 
anchorage off Bona Bay, Ac., involved but ou the decline of that empire fell, 
the fleet in great distress. Some of like others, to tli^ domininu of the 
them were in very imminent danger of Goths and Moors. Ceuta remained In 
being forced upon the rocks, partieo- the possession of the latter till the year 
larty one of the Spanish prises, whidi, 14l4,^heu John I., Kin£|of Portiqnl, * 
H ithout doubt, would have experienoed with a formidable force, surpi'ised and 
that fate, if seasonable asaistaiioe had took it The Moors afterwarda made 
not been sent her, and the wind had many attempts to recover it, bat in 
not aliateil. The 3rd, Admiml Baroelo vain; and ever since, it has remain^ 
agun hoisted his flag and ensign, hav- in flto posseanon of the Christiana, 
tug secured his ships by a strong boom. Upon die demise of Henry of PcM- 
Bod completed the batteiy on tne land, giu, in 1 fi78, that erowtf was seized 
which mounted 22 gnus. Merlons were upon by the Spaniards Ceuta otniBif- 
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•qn^tlv *becaim* a Spaiiiidi mrrisou : a tuerchantman, wliich had l)eeii takon 
and arSen the PortuffitiMe revolted, uit- * in her rojufie to the garrifion^infoiiued 
der John, Duke of ftngansa, in * ua that tJie boom at Algexiraa was a 
and again eatabliahed tmunaeivea into a tweiity»two-iiich cable-ro])e, buoyed up 
distinct khi^om, Ceuta did not^ with b)r casks, to prevent our sending fire- 
the rest of me empire, return to its ua* , *uijK among their shipping, 
tural allegiance, but continued 111 the ; The Spanish admiral having regu- 
liands of Sie Spimiardii. by whom it has < lated with Sir George Rodney every- 
been held ever since. thing cottoerniug the exchange and n*- 

Being a promontory projecting into lease of prisoitera, was permitted on the 
* the sea, the situation of Ceuta » not 13th to recnm upon his parole into 
umch difierent from that of Gibraltar. Spain. He was conducted with part of 
The town, whidi is built on die neck his suite, in the governor’s carriage, to 
of land that joins it to the continent, the Spanish lin^ where he was rc- 
isstrc^ly fortified in the modern man- ceivea by his friends, and with tliem 
ner. Ine suburbs are at some distance, proceedim on to the camp. Tlie suc- 
in order to be more out of reach of the ceeding day, the remainder of tlw* 
shells, in case of an attack from the Spanish officers were taken by the For- 
laud ; and tbev extend to the fbot of a tune sloop, and landed at me Oranm'* 
mountain, at tiie extremity of the pini- grove. Lieutenant Williams, of the 
insula, on which arc ercet(‘d a watch- navy (who, after taking possession of 
tower and castle, surrounded with a one of the Spanish prises in the action 
fi>rtified wall, alxint a league in cir- ! off St. Maiys, was obliged to run her 
cumfercnce. The fortifications are kept ! ashore near Cadiz, and surrender hiin- 
in good repair by slavet^, who are st u- self prisoner), retunied with another 
fenced to this punishment from the officer, on lH»nl the sloop, to the garri- 
dsficrent prisons in Spain ; and a strong son. llie liberal and polite behaviour 
garrison is kept in Aa fortress, to pre- of the bavy and^ the governor to Dun 
vent a surprise from the Moors, who, Lanpara and his countrymen made u 
like tile Spaniards with respect to Gib- sensible and lasting impression on their 
taltar, have a watchful e^e over it. minds, and was confessedly of great 
The city is regularly fumislied with advantage to the English prisouem in 
provisions from the opposite ports in Sfiain; particularly to those taken in 
Spain; and being destitute of water, our neighbourhood, who ever after- 
wbich was fiirmerly conducted bv an wards were treated with great atten- 
aquediict from the ueighboorhood, is tion and humanity, 
sillied with that article from Este- In the evening of the 13th, the Bri- 
poiui, a small Spanish fishing • town tish fleet got under way, excepting the 
about nine leagues to the eastward of Edgar mid the Panther ships of the 
Gibcalmr. • line, the Enterprise and Porcupine fri- 

Another deserter came in on the Kith gates, which wen? left behind, as grevt 
qf Februaly. The day ibllowhig, the part of their crews had been remo^cnl 
Invalids and women embarked on board to man tiie prizca The enemy, on their 
the fleet. By the 12tk the supj^es appearing in motion, imroediuiely gave 
wcae all landed, amktbe rigging or the the alahn, which was communicate by 
Spanish prizes being rmir^, the fleet signids from their towers along the 
prepared to return. The same day a coasts towards Cadiz. At dusk frw ol 
flag inrtmge bPouaht over some l^^ish our ships were in sight from the upiier 
pnomiera: one of them, the master of port of the hill. 
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CHAPTEK IV 


Thft Spsiiitinlii n^now Uie Bloekide— Attempt to Bum oar flliipping hf Nino riro-Sliipo, hnC 
inliiRarr> -tiuii llo.itii- rUrrlaon again dintr«*Med— Koemy effoettially cut off ihoSuppho*^ 
from Barlwrv— llri-ult (’.round in ndvimce from tlirir line*— Kciurry eery prevulent— Oreatly 
rolievod l»y rho nw of I^mono — Mode of u*ing (hi* Vegetable Arid— Garrfeon obtain a few 
MUi'plie* fffim Minorca — Knemy retarded in their oporatione^^piritefl action hotneen the 
Knemy and an Kngliali Polaere-^vamaon obliged to quit the Garden* on the neutral ground 
—Tangier- *<p»-eiiwell Cutter arrivoa after aaplrlted engagement— A Spy discovered— Mr. 
I.ngte, thf llrlrlMh Oonatil in llar*iary, expellnl the Eraperor** dominion*— Cruel treatment 
uhirh hu and itie other llritbU eubjert* experienced— C oiim of Ihi* event —A Memoria. 
from the Cffirer* of the Garrison- Great distre** of the Tmepe— Tlie Kite riitter, Optain 
Trollop, arrive* with Inrelligcnce that tlte liritiah fleet 1* at the entrance of the Strait*. 


The garrison might now In* considered 
ill a very perfect stale of defence. The 
Bciirvy indeed hud liegun to affect 
uiuny, and threatened to become more 
general ; ^ but we flattered ourselves 
tiiat the enemy would give up their iij« 
tention of starviu|^ us to a surrender, 
and, by relaxing in their vigilance at 
sen, might aflbra us an opportuuity of 
receiving eonstaiit supplies of those 
iirticlcs most essential to health. Oiir 
stores and magngiiies were full; a 
iiiforccment li^ joined the garrison ; 
and new spirits were infusod into the 
troops, since they were convinced, from 
the powerAil force sent to their relief, 
that thejf were not AirjKOtteu in the 
multiplicity of ohjeets which necessarily 
enga^d the attention of our friends at 
borne. 

Admiral Duff having retnmed on 
boaiU the dent to England, tlie com- 
mand of the squadron that remained in 
the bay consequently devolved on 
Captain Eliott of the Edgar, who, on 
the 14th of February, hois^ his broad 
pendant as coniuuHlore. 

The \ i.thof the same month, Admiral 
Itarcelo removed the boom at Algeiiras, 
and wnrptHl out to his former anchor- 
age, immediately detaching his small 
(•raft to Cabrita Point, to intercqit any 
Hhips that might attempt coming in. 
Ill tlie afternoon, the enemy executed 
two men il camp, who, it was ima- 


gined, had lieen retaken in attempting 
to desert: their bodh*s were not cut 
down until the 20th. This punishment 
seemed, however, to have little effect ; 
for at night three othera came in, 
having swum round Fort Barbara. Tke 
multit'jde of deserters from the Spanish 
lines during the whole of the siege, it 
one of the circumstances least cff^ble 
of a satisfactoiT explanation. What 
could these unhappy men exjiect in a 
confined and blockaded garrison, and 
even at a time when they could not ikil 
to be ai^uainted with Uu. distress and 
difficulties nnder which Wc laiioured ? 
The very act of escaping was attended 
with innumerable dangers ; and, should 
the mirrison afWrwards fall into the 
bands of Uic enemy, they wort c-qrtain 
to meet with the severest punishment. 
There is, however, a kind df heroism 
in the passions; disgust, or resentmenV, 
will prompt men to overlook dangers 
and difficulties, wjbich, in the linp ol 
their duty, would be esteemed insur- 
mountable. ^ , 

A J^enetian came in from tim west, 
oil Ae 21st; she spoke (he British 
fleet all well to the west of St 
Vincent. The subsequent day, a 
prise, laden with ikmr, was sent in .’by 
the Maidstone privatec^, which arrived 
herself on the 23rd. Several other 
vessels came in during thi intermqdiatr 
time to the 27th; when a 
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HMip^droA of l^r iib^ie, 

two •firkatef^ »id a xt^beqne, joi&ad | 
Admuvl Bareelo from tfaa wen^ and | 
iwain blocked up the port. Prom i 
& patdied and disorderly appearauoe | 
of ttieir sails and rigging, it was cou- i 
lectured that they were fitted up in 
haste, and solely fbr the duty or 
blockade: it gave us however some 
uneasiness to find them again likely to 
*adopt their former system. 

* At daybreak, on the preceding day, 
we discovereil a vessel at auObor olT 
Waterport, which we fired upon, sup<* 
posing her to be a Spaniard : she im- 
mediately sent her boat to Ragged 
Staff, and informed us that she was of ‘ 
Naples, and iKiund to I^ndon ; that she • 
haa touched at Minorca, and liad on • 
board two Knglisli discharged suldiem, ! 
and two women passengers. The host { 
returned, and soon after went on a^re | 
at Fort St. Philip, where it remained ! 
about half an hour. In tlie evening | 
the enemy fired a shot at the viwsel ; ;• 
upon wltich she sent her boat a second 
time OKliore: we answered tlie shot 
firom Willis's; nevertheless at night 
she w|ut over unperoeived to Af^« 
siras. 


article continued to he delivere^l nsr 
near seven months; and niukmhtt^Uv, 
in a great degree, proinounl that dread 
All disorder, tlie scurvy, arhiclu UdtJre 
Sir George Itoduev arrived, had nmde 
its appearance, and afterwards Iwcame 
very general and fittal. The govenior, 
however. In tliis new distribucioiu con- 
sidered the hospitalt whose propfution 
of salt uieot was lets, and more nourish- 
ing articles issued instead. 

Notwithstanding the n^mted aasur* 
ances fnnn the Spuiiar^ that the 
English prisoners in our neighlanir- 
homi should be exchanged fiv those 
taken with Admiral l^angara, none 
were yet sent tu »reeahlv to that 
admirars promise; Commodore Eliott 
was thereron* under the necessity of 
making a formal demand, and to en- 
force It told them, if thev did not com- 
ply, lit^ Khould expect uie Spattish ad- 
Diiml would n^tuni with the officim 
then upon their fairole. This con- 
vinced them the ci^mmodure was no 
longer to be trifled with ; arcorditigly, 
on die tSth, about 390 British seamen 
were received on hoard Uie Fortune 
sloop, and distributed amongst the 
meii-of-war, whose crews, as 1 ha^'C 


in the l^egiuning of March, three ' mentioned before, 'were sent to man 
regiments decamped from the enemy’s the Spanish prises. The same day a 
array, and txxik different routes. On Moorish sloop came in from Malaga, 
the night of the 2iid, two Genoese and hrou^itiutelligence that foe enemy 
Sidlora. who fflid formerly belonged to had fitted up several firenfoips in foe 
a privateer of foe ganiwm, came over bay. In foe evening three of foe 72nd 
to iia in a small Imt from Algesiras abwoted foemsclves from focir corps ; 
* The following day a .Spanish convoy search was made foe succeeding day, 
under a coinmoilore arrived in foe hay, and two of foeiii were discovered asleep 
firom foe Vett. The governor, on foe in a behind the Sugar-Ixiaf Point, 
nth, ordered the garrison to he They hsa cut op foeir working-ditrsses 
victualled monthly (hrpd excepted) bhr riuodi, which were tied together 
, in foe following proporaon : for a sot- to fovaUr thrir dcMient down the lock ; 
' dier, each first and thiid week, l lb. of and it Si imagiiMid foe fonowlng night 
por)^ Si Jl)s. of sah ffish, arhich had focy would have ivpeaUri their attempt 
been purchased from the Newfoimd- to get off. One of Uiese men wm after- 
.laatd foip ; 2 uints of pens ; I Ih. of wiids eueented, but foe other was par- 
ficor; 4 Ibu orraisius; 1 lb. offiibe; doued. 

9 oi. 0 ? Jiutter; H pint of oatmeaL ^ The FH packet arrived foe Ufo, 
. Second imd fourth week, U lb. of beef; wifo an Hkiglish mail. In foe after- 
2 Ifaa-of fish; 2 pints of peas; I IK d noon foe Msidstonc came in, with a 
^ rice) 5 oe. of hotter ; 1^ Ih. of wheat; settee prixe, which the captain had cut 
^ tb. of raisins. ^The salt cod being oot oi Malaga rood. • A privateer, 
uidifihrent of kind, and foe soldiers called the Alert, heat in fiom the west 
cot Sparing proijer vegetables to drew <m foe 15fo, notwithstanding an eastp 
vifoitv^pimriTerypermrioos. This eriywiniL A prise following her was 
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taken off CabriU Points The 1 7tli, tlie 
enemy Rent in 41 Jhntibh veameij, who 
were distributed as Ix^fore. 

The enemy at Uiis time were not 
particularly employed. Some new ar- 
rangements were made iii their artil- 
lery lairk ; and in tlieir euinp tliey 
were busy, collecting brush-wood for 
fascines, which caused various conjec- 
tures in the garrison concerning their 
future operations. A salute and feu- 
de-joie were fired in their camp on the 
19th, supposed to be oocasionea by the 
birth of a son'to the princess of Astu- 
rias. The night of the 2drdl, the Alert 
sailiKl with dispatohes for England; 
and on tlie 2'Jth we received from the 
enemy more English prisoners. In 
the course of the montu the garrison 
lost four men by desertion. 

April was not remarkable for any 
events of moment On the 2nd, the 
Porcupine frigate. Sir Charles Knowles, 
llart., sailed to the eastward on a cniise. 
The fd h, arrived the Fly packet : she 
reported tliut a merchantman, bound to 
the garrison, had been obliged by a 
north wind, when she was lUmost ar- 
rivtHl in the hay, to pass to the east- 
ward, and put into Tetuan, where she 
wait’d a favourable opportunity to re- 
new her attempt Tlie Fortune sloop, 
on the Gth, took over to the enemy 
300 Spaniai^K, who had been confined 
as^irisoners for some time in our Navy 
hospital. She returned widi nine Brir 
tisli, and two days after took over 280 
prisoners. The night of the 12th a 
sloop, with two settees, came in firom 
Tangier ; the former brought a packet 
f rom Mr. Lpgie ; and the bitter, cattle, 
and other acceptable articles. The 
following day we observed the enemy 
forming a bridge of pontons across 
the mouth of the river Guadaranque. 
At night, the Uyena friMte, Oiplasn 
Thom^n, arrived in tfiiiteen days 
from England. She was chased by the 
enemy’s cruisers, and fired at, hnt re- 
ceived tery little damage. The ^Oth, 
the Edgar, Commodore Eliott, and 
the Hyena, with a privateer, sailed to 
Use west, notwothstanding the enemy’s 
superiority in the bay. Admiral Bar- 
celo seemed to euspect their intention ; 
Ibr instantly on their appearing under 


sail, be made a signal ibr his squadron, 
to pursue. The Edgar and her euiiBfirt 
were, however, out of sight befbre the 
Spaniards got alireast ofCabrita Point. 

'Po wards tlie conclusion of the month, 
the enemy were more active in tlieir 
camp, and sometimes in the lines ; to 
which place they broimht down a great 
quantity of fascines. 'Incy were cmefly 
eravloyed in raising the boyan, and 
making repairs, which were, however, 
so trifling, that our artillery did not 
disturb them. Besides tlic arrivals al- 
ready noted, we received supplies by 
two or three boats from the Barbary 
coast ; and in the coarse of the mondi, 
tliree deserters came over from the 
enemy, oue of whom swam to Land- 
port ftom TessfJ’s Iwttery, about half- 
way between Fort Philip and Point 
Mala. 

May was not less barren of interest- 
ing occurrences than the preceding 
niontli. Several deserters atteropCra 
to get in, but some were so unfortunate 
as to lie overtaken by their pursuers. 
These wretches were generally exe- 
cuted tlie hucoeiHling day, but the ex- 
ample did not deter others from simi- 
I lar attempts. ** 

i Tlie 4th, the Ply returned with 
fWwla, leather, and fruit. Two days 
folltiwing, Uie eueiiiy’.^ army were un- 
der arms in two divi^ion{s and per- 
fbrnuHl a sham engagciA*iit. One di- 
vision took post oil the eiiiincuce above 
the stone quarry, under the Queen of 
Spain’s Chair, and was attacked by the 
other ftoin below. After a smart can- 
nonade, and brisk disclnirgfp of. mns- 
ketry, the party above gave way ; but 
the night prevented our obherving ^ 
conclusion. The succeeding day, the 
Fortune received from a Spaiiisa flag 
of truce 47 prisoners, veiy few oi 
whom were British. At night cmaU 
arms were discharged on the. ncutmi 
gnrt^d, supposed to Ixf ut some deaerh*/ 
ers who were coming off. One Wakfi 
reached the barrier, and inAfrmed us 
that several of hia comrades agreed to ' 
follow him. The lOth, twC men were 
executed in the ^laxdsh camp ; pro^ 
bly, the same who werd retaken. 

Another deMartor, belciigiiig,lo the 
regiment of Estremadim, caiiie qp 
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the lUk,<aiid wna nsnutrkable Har be- 
fintt native of Spain vbo de- 
serted. The Spanish mnntiy in geiHS 
ml is raiaed upon a local estabUahmetiL 
Each district is required, by an ancient 
law called the Quinta, to furnish a cer- 
tain proportion of troops ; aud the men 
are enrolled ihr about seven or eight 
years* service, after which lime they 
are permittea to return tn tiieir re- 
tpective provinces; aud as the Spa- 
* niards are all strongly attached to tlieir 
native spot, desertion is conse<|uenUy 
less common with them than with any 
other tnx^ Most of the men wh<i 
deserted to us, came ftrom those regi- 
ments in their service which are com- 
posed of foreigners. 

A Swede was hrought-to fnmi Eu- 
ropa, the 15th, and oblige^ to come in. 
We were much disappointed to her 
lading, which was salt. We loul a 
few d'^s before received some supplies 
from Tangier; and on the It^th two 
boats arrived ftoiu Tetuaii, with fowls 
and oil : the latter reported that tltc 
Fly pocket, which had left us on the 
1 1th, was driven ashore on tlie Bar- 
bary coast by the enemy’s cruiseia, 
who, alter tlie crew had quitted her, 
took possession. We were much con- 
ceriiM at this intelligence; for the 
Fly was a ftist sailer, and had been 
very fortunate in frequently passing in 
and out onobsirved. The 2Uth, came 
in a Moorish sloop from Malaga, with 
butUw, raisins, aud leather : the hitter 
t article was much wanted ; indee^ so 
scarce was it become in the garrison, 
that s^veiol ^cers, and most of the 
men, had b^u necessitated to wear 
shoes mad^ of canvas, with sokss of 
spun-yam. 

A letter of marque arrived on the 
g5tti ftvm Leghorn, with wine, oil, and 
ether articles : a very valuable cargo 
to^the giprison. On the 3(rth the ene- 
army wem again under qous. 
TWr mancAvres on that day wemthe 
attack aiil defence of a convoy. Their 
‘ parries, os in the last mooih, ooiirinncd 
arnm^ng the ordnance in their artil- 
lery parC and bgitiging down to riie 
lines materhdsdbr the repair of their 
works., Onr ahillery. however, took 
IjfdahoriceofriwBi, 


In the beginning of June we received 
Bcnue seasonable supplies by th^ urri^a] 
of three boati fW>m Tetuaii and one 
ftom Tangier. By the hitter we had 
intelligence that the Fox packet, ftom 
Fans and a sloois were at that place 
I waitiug an opportunity to get in ; and 
I by this, or one of the fermer ves- 
s^ Mr. J..ogie gaver infermation that 
the enemy had prepared several fire- 
sliips to bum our shipping in the bay. 
Two mouths before, he had iutimatra 
to Commodore Eliott that the Spa- 
niards had five fire-shijM in readiness 
for immediate nse; and that they had 
once made an attempt to send them 
over, but the wind feiled. Reneating 
the intelligence, therefere, at this time, 
was peculiarly ferttuiate, as the nexf 
night tliey attempted to put in exe- 
cution their design. The same day, a 
Spanish ship of the line sailed from 
Al&^alros U> the easmard. 

Our naval force ut this period con- 
sisted of the Panther, of tiO guns, Cap- 
tain Uarvey (wIio» since Oimtnodore 
Eliott’s departure, commanded in the 
Meditemuiean); the Enterprisu fri- 
gate, Captain Lmey ; two armed ves- 
Mds commandod by lieutenuuto, with 
several armed ordnance trausporis, auid 
other ships belonging to merehiuiis. 
On the moruing of the 7th, a little 
after midnight, the Enterprise, which 
was anchor^ to the northward olT Uie 
New mole head, discoverwl si'vcral 
sail a^tooebing her from tlie opimsite 
side cuthe bay : they were hailed, but, 
before latisfiiclory aiuiwers could lir 
received, several fireworks aud inflam- 
mable substances were tlirown on 
hoard, and six fire-ships suddenly ajh 
neared in the ferm of a crescent, hear- 
lug down npoo her and the onlnanoe- 
•1^ in the New mole. Captain Les- 
ley, wirii imutediatc presence of miiM, 
rnstanily fired three guns to alarm bis 
frifnds, and, cutting his cable, drove 
rioser in shore. The Panther and 
shippiiig, on the appearance of rile 
enemy, immediately commenced a 
brisk cannonade to retard their pro- 
gress; and, manuiiig thrir boats^ tim 
oiBceni and seamen, with their usual 
iotmiidity, napplcd the ablfp: 
notwithsiimdiug the fierociMi at Urn 
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flames, towed them, clear of our ves> Yuivc diverted the atteutioti of the miiv 
eels, unUer the walls, where they were rison in some mcasan! fl*ofn the 'ifiip- 
afterwards uxtiamiished. Beside these ping ; but as the nayy had the prin* 
six, which were tiitended for the New cipal, nay, I may say, the sole houour^ 
mole, three otheiw were lighted and of oppusmg the ftre-ships, their endea- 
directed towards the Panther, at an- voui's vronid not have b^n less streun- 
dior off Buena Vista; but one was ous, nor of course less successful, 
towed ofl‘ by the fiouts, and the other 'Hie hulls of the fire-ships were soon 
two were at so grciit a distance that after broken up and sold to the inhabit* 
they drove out to to the eastward, ants for fhel, and proved a most sensou- 
'f'he garriion was as early alarmed able ndief. Firing was become a mortf 
as tlu* navy. The drums beat to arms ; important article than l)efore, which * 
the guards were all upon their defence ; may appi^ar very extniordiuaty to the 
and the pickets, with the different re- reaiWr, when he' looks Imck to the short 
giiuotits, aHsemi)led at their posts, and time which had elapsed since the do- 
coutiiiued under amts till daybreak, parture of Sir George Kodney^s fleet ; 
The artillery from the battenies se- but it is necessary to inform him that 
cxtnded the Are ftttm the ships ; but the colliers inttmded for the garrison 
the darkness of the night prevented were too late in coming round fmm 
any certain knowledge of tlic I'flect the Downs to join at f^pithead — Sir 
The wind, which was fiivonrable for George Rodney therefore sarled witR- 
their ptir{K)se in the U^ginning of the out them. 

night, foitiinately grew still when they The morning of the 8th, arrived the 
weix* most iu need of it. l^he largest Fox packet, and another vessel from 
of them, nevertheless, which was of the Faro; and in the course of the lOth 
sixe of a large Iiidiainno, or 50-^ti and 1 2th, four Iwats cnine in from To- 
ship, would certainly have got into Hum aud Tangier with various cargoes, 
the New mole anion^t the ordnance- The ptrons railed it was current at 
iransi>orts, had not a mw bar-shot, from Tanfper that we killed 14 or 15 men 
a a2-iK)under at the Mole head, turned in the attack of the fire ships, Aid that 
nt;r round, and then the current carried the S{)auianls had several more fire- 
licr into Rosia hay. ships ready in the bay, with which it 

The navy on this occasion cannot he was not improbable they might make n 
too highly commended fbr their cou- second attempt. Our navy were con- 
rage, conduct, and alertness. Their sequently vtftj vigilaifi^ and kept a 
intrepidity overcame every obstacle ; good look-out For some weeks past 
and though three of the ships were we liad been remarkably successflil in 
linked widi chains and strong cables, receiving these small aud very accept- • 
and every precaution was taken to ren- able supplies. Their cmisers, how- 
der them successful, yet, with itncom- ever, now began to lie m<»re«]ert, and 
mon rcsolutiou and aenvity, the Bridsh appeared to be stationed with better 
seamen separated the vessels, and towed judgment. On the 15th,*a boat was 
them ashore with no other injury to taken coining in, but her oonsoit’eiK 
themselves than a frw burus and caped; aud on the 20th, another ar- 
bniises. The desi^ altogether, to do rived from Tangier, which hm^ 
justice to the ingenuity of Don Barcelo, intelligence that a large ship, witli 
was well projected, and his squadron coals and butter, bound to the ganintoi, 
judiciously stationed at the entrance of wage captured by th<p B^puiards two' 
the bay to intercept our men-of-war in days before under the guns of Tan|^. 
case they had attempted to escape ftmn llie 24th, several bro^idef Vere ez- 
the fire-ships. We afterwards were in- changed between four of the enepiy’* 
formed that Admiral Barcelo proposed ships, passing to Algeairas, and- our 
to Don Alvaiva to draw off our atten- shipping atMl batteiies at the soafti- 
tion from die southward hy cqpeniug wi^. Some few shot came ashore^ 
hxs land batteries on the town. Witli- but no parttoular dlmage was re- . 
out doubt such a prnoeedtog would ceived. llie Euterprise bad ttf aail^ 
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dn, burai by the exploeum i>f some 
powddr. 

Early on the 27th, ibur Spantah Mn- 
liOAts, vith a xebcque and two galJ«y», 
ai^roached under cover of the Qi]|bt 
and fired uiion the Panther. A bnak 
discharge was however returned, and 
they Bonn retired. One allot struck the 
south pavilion, and tliree were fired 
through the Panther. This mode of an- 
, noyaiice the enemy afterwards greatly 
improved upon. These boats were 
strongly built, but ill finished: they 
had a small mast incliiiiug forwaid 
from the centre of the boat, almost 
over the how, upon which was hoisted 
a Utine yard and stul, which, at an- 
chor, scTved as an awning to the men 
on board. They rowed astonishingly 
‘ swift, and teach carri^nl a 2<i-pounder in 
the how. We never had a g*)od oppor- 
tunity <>f making any satisfuelory ob- 
servatiiiiis on Uieni, but judged iWun 
their appearance that they were about 
7U feet long and 20 liroad. 

In the liegi lining of July, the Pan- 
ther man-of-war receiving upwards of 
100 English prisoners ftxim the enemy, 
Gapta^ Harvey sailed for England. 
Some alterations and additions look 
place the same day in the garrison de- 
tail. The 4 th, the Fortune brought 
over more Britibh prisotictii. We 
had received some supplies in tlie 
course of a days by two Moorish 
boats, and they were followed on the 
nth of July by one from Tangier, 
which informed us of a ficet having 
been seen off that coast, and tliat two 
boats diad bfien taken cominp; into the 
bay. Thc^ fieet here meutioned was 
the combined fleet of France and Spain, 
which soon after emtured our out- 
ward-bound East and West India fleets, 
and 'carried the gredler part of them 
into Cadiz : one of the heaviest blows 
trhich 'Hritish^ oommerce had ever 
tnstained. a 

The Q^seot attempt of the enemy to 
• burn the shifiping and store-housef at 
the* soathfraj^ added to the inteHi- 
genoe which the £Ovemor had receiv^ 
of the enemy’s fleet being off Cadiz, 
caused him tq^ direct particular atteu- 
ticmicfwaids that quarter of the garrison, 
d^lerias ftir h^vy metal were made 


on the rock above Paraou’s Lo<1ge, at 
Rosia; aud directions wore mveii for 
the New Mole to lie cleared of shipping, 
that the ordnance^ might have more 
liberty to play. Other alteiutioiis also 
took place in that neighliourlKKid. 
Early on the luoniiug of the 1 7lb, five 
mio-boats and four galleys firet.1 uiioti 
me Enterarise and shipping in tho^^*w 
Mole. One of the frigate's forcciistle 
guns was dismounted, and her forostay 
out : some shots camo also on shore. 

During tho remainder of the month, 
our firing, which had he<*n contiiiuvd 
at intervals, was brisker on their par- 
ties. who were principally employed in 
forming considorable dopiJts of fascine^, 
^asks, and timlier, in the lines, and in 
collect iiig brusli-wood from tlie coun- 
try : they M'ere likewise very busy in 
diKeitibarking stores which had lately 
arrived. St,vtM-al empty traus|)ort-Tt»- 
sels, in the emtrse of this month, left 
the garrihon for Finglaiid. A man of 
the fiSth regiment deserted to the 
enemy: one also came in from the 
liu(«. 

In Ai^fit few incidents occurred on 
eiflier side. Our provisions licguu to 
be bad, and extremely oftensive. 7'he 
few supplies we now receiv<»d, were 
ratlicr luxuries than sulistaniiaU: wine, 
sugar, oil, honey, onions, and aitides of 
the like kind, composed cUliefly the 
cargoes of those craft whiclt arrived. 
Sumu* was risen to uh. cd. fier pound, 
ana everything else sold in pi'o|K>rtioii. 

About 10 in the forenoon of the .Ird, 
a aettee, oomitig in from the west, wns 
chszed by the enemy, and taken into 
Algeziras, We itiiagiued it was the 
Fox packet, which we then anxiously 
expedod with an English mail; and 
our cotyecturea afterwards were con- 
firmed. 'Fbc loth, we observed the 
enemy laying a liridgc of Ixiats acroaa 
tikc river Palmones. Two days fol- 
lowing, a brig was Ixiarded almost 
under our guns, and conducted to Al- 
gesiras. It was tlionght to be the some 
of which we bad intelligeuce some 
time before, and which was laden with 
a variety of articles much wanted: her 
mture was therefore greatly lanieiit^ 
The night of the ifith, rix aaiWrs do* 
serted iii a boat fimn the New mole 



54 


HISTORY OF THE 


The eacceeding day* the F<irtune eloq> I 
' receive**, from the eueiuy C4 prisonerfi. 
Ensign Bradshaw, of the 5Uth regi- 
ment, and several who were passengers 
in the brig taken on the llitn* were of 
the numlwr. At night, five more 
sailors who were rowing gtiard, went 
over to the enemy. In the night of 
the 25th, a Minorquiu boat came in 
with wine, tea, and sugar, in eight 
days. The 27th and 29tb, a soldier 
and four sailors deserted to the enemy. 
It was imagined tlie sailors forced 
with them the midshipman who com- 
manded the boat. Colonel Mawhood, 
of the 72ud regiment, died on the 29th. 

A small boat arrived from Barbary 
on the .‘null, with information that Ihe 
Moors pennitteil the Spaniards to cap- 
ture every English vessel wliich took 
refuge under tlic protection of their 
guns; that the Spaniards would not 
allow any boats to leave the bay cf 
Tangier, and only waited for orders 
Admiral Barcelo to burn and 
destroy what remained. This intel- 
ligence very sensibly atTeeted ns. To 
be cut ofi‘ from what we had always 
considered our domestic market, was a 
stroke we little expected. We waited, 
however, more authentic prouft of this 
extraordinary conduct, before we could 
implicitly believe tlie defection of those 
whom during tlie present contest we 
had considf!T<.>d as our firm fHends. 

September was as barren with respect 
to material incidents as the preceding 
mouths. The enemy finish * their 
ponton bridge over the river Phlinmies 
on the 2iid. Abont a week afterwards, 
two soldiers of the 56th deserted. On 
the 23rd, n flag of truce brought over 
the midshipmati carried off by die 
sailors who deserted the latter end of 
August The 29tli, a deserter came 
in, tn the habit of a peasant : he spoke 
several languages fiueutly, and said he 
had lieen a serJeant in their service. 
Some snspioioDB ariring, he was charged 
to remain with part m the 53th Fo- 
ment at Windmill-biU. The follow- 
ing day we remarked, that the enemy's 
guards in thC lines, at the hour of 
relieving, amounted to about 300 in- 
foati 7 » and 70 artilleiy, besides ca- 
valry. 


[CKSF^ It. 

The situation of die garrison by^tUs 
dme wss again become Terr iilterest- 
ing. The blockade was, if possible, 
more strict and vigilant than before. 
Chains of small erasers were stationed 
across the Straits, at the entrance of 
the bay, and on every side of the rock ; 
and the late disagreeable intelligence 
firom Tangier seemed now confirmed, 
by our never having beard from that 
quarter daring the mouth. The little 
assistance we therefore received, came 
from Minorca; but the sapplies ftom 
that place were so triliing, and sold at 
such enormous prices, that few were 
able to purchase them. We had not 
been favoured with a cargo of cattle for 
a Jong period, and the (•curvy liegan to 
gain considerable ascendancy over the 
eflbrts of our surgeons. Onr distresses, 
in short, promised to be more acute 
and fatal than those we had already 
experienced. 

The enemy's operations on the land 
side had been ror many months so 
unimportant, as scarcely to merit our 
atteiition. However, on the morning 
of the Ist of OctolxT, we observed they 
had raised an epaulmeiit, abgut 600 
or 7(M) yards advanccHi from their lines. 
The preceding night, our ont-guurds 
had been alarmed with an uuusnal 
noise on the neutral ground, like that 
of men at work; several large fires 
also appeared, and some attempts were 
made to 1mm our advanced barriers 
with devils, and other combustibles, 
which were soon thrown off without 
taking effect; and notice w|s given to 
the Lines, Laiidport, and 'other gnards. 
This alarm, however, was«not general 
in the garrison. As the moramg ad- 
vanced, the noise ceased ; and we dis<> 
covered that they had set fire to the 
fishermen's hntf id the gardens': bat 
when the day permitted us to examine 
ftsrther, we obsenred^the above-m^- 
tiofi^ work. 

The epanlment was about JSO yards 
in extent, of a fdmple constmetion,- 
ccanposed of chandeliers, foscines^ and 
a few mnd-baga ; ai^ was ereided near 
the windmill or towey cm the uen- 
tral ground, distent aUout 1100 yards 
from our gituid batteiy. The dBeny*s 
guns were elevated, md {latterios masi 
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• ned ; which, with other preperatioiui dition was made to the epaulment. A 
ifl Rie tines, seemed lo argae that they putej oame in on the bth ; and soon 
expected we should fire, and were de- after, the Fortune sloop n eeiTed ap- 
temiiued ^to opp<^ it These appear- wards of 40 British prisoners, Uiauj ol 
ances, probably, induced the gnrenior whom had been taken (johig ftoni the 
not to take any particular notice of nrrison. In the evening of the 5th, 
their work in the dav; but at night, me Spanish general came to the lines, 
orders were sent to throw a tew light at the head of the relieving guards, 
balls, to discover if they were znaking Soon after he arrived, the guns w^ere 
any addition. The inbabitatitt itnine- again elevated, and every preparatioo 

• diately took thealaitn, upon being told made, os If theyliad resolved to open 

* that the enemy had thixvwn up an ad- on the garrison. The 8th, the town- 
vanoed work, and that their mitteries major, Captain Burke^ went out with 
were manued ; and at night very tbw a parley, intending to proceed to the 
remained at the north eud of the town, lower, the place appointed by custom 

It now seemed evident the enemy fiir the ornoers to give ana receive 
had determined on a more serious commmucations. When he got abreast 
attack, in cuse the second blockade of the new work, the lentriw by mo- 
was unsuccessful : but we were at a lorn tious informed him he must not ad- 
to iiuagiiiu what motives could infill- vauce. He ]MHnted lo the tower ; but 
eiice thutn to act so o{)positc to the they continued inflexible i on his tum- 
dstablishcd mode of approaching a be- iug round however to ratnm, one of 
sieged garriiion, by erecting a work So them came up with his anus, and pro- 
distant, and whicli had no connexion ceeded with him to the tower, whilst 
with their established lines. another ran to acquaint tlie officer in 

The ciieiu^’s Imttcrics continued to the liues. l*he messeuger after some 
be mantled till the 22nd; and in the time came back, and boui remained ap- 
aftenioou of that day, Don Alvares, parently as a guard over Major Burke, 
accompanied l>y an omcer, supposed to fill the officer arrived ; when, deliver- 
be the Count d’l^'nstaing, whf» was ex- iiig his packet, the major returned to 
Tiectcd iu the Spanish Vamp when the fin; garrison. 

last deserter came in, visiuAl the lines. The enemy did not appear very 
They rematued three-quarters of an anxious to complete the epaulmeiit; 
hour at Fort St. Barbara, viewing the their p^ea were employed in raising 
rock with glasses. On their return and finishing tlie merlons of the iiat- 
thev were saluted from Point Mala ; teries in the lines, raising the merlons 
and as they passed the front line of of Fort St Philip with fiucines, and 
the camp, the regiments turned out ereefing a new battery near the guard- 
without arms. On the night of the house on the beach. The 11th, a small 
3n^ a Biugit engagement was heard off settee arrived ftxiin Minorca; the 
Cabrita Point, supposed to he betwetm patron mf4irming us that two others 

, some vessel attenij^ng m come in, and were standing tor the rock, the navy 
*the euemy^B cruisers ; and the next manned their boats to assist them, in 
momius a sloop with English ookMm cauw the enemy opposed their eiitraneo ; 
reysyreed was olisemed at Algeairaa. but on getting round Europa Point, no 

^ly on the 4th, our advanced soob vessels appeared. A Dutch oon- 
, gnaitjs discovered the enemy endea- voy was however passing : the boats 
vonring, a second fime, to fix therefore boldly advanced, and boarded 

goto on %ir barriers. A sniart dw- a dogger which had got, during the 
chargif of musketry was imiiiediately fi>g, pretty near the rock. Bbe wat a 
directed from these posts, ami firom ffiie tene from Mallqp^ laden with lemons 
0iieeu*s‘ lines; on which Uiey retired, and oranges, which the pernor im- 
At daybreak gre observed tlii^ had mediately purchased, 'and diatrllnitsd 
carried away vast quantities of ve^ to the garrison. ” 
lablgs firom w gard^, and trampiMl Few articles ever arrived mm eoa> 
otben under fini: but little, if any, ad- } sonably than thb cargo of ftmit, 111 # 
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•carvy had made dreadful iavages m 
oar hospitals, and more were daily con- 
ftned: many, however, unwilUug to 
yield to the first attacks, perseveuM in 
their duty to its more advanced stages. 
It was therefore not uncommon, at this 
riod, to see tntm, who some mouths 
fore were hale, and equal to any 
fiitigue, supporting tlicmsclves to their 
posts upon crutches, and even with 
that assistance scun*«ly able to move 
along. The most fatal consequences, 
in short, to the garrison, were to lie ap- 
prehended from this terrible disorder, 
when this l^aiie was happily directed 
to our relief. The lemons were im- 
mediately administered to the sick, who 
devoured them with the greatest avi- 
dity. The salutary ^ects were al- 
most instantaneous : in a few days, 
men wlio had been considercHl as irre- 
coverable, left their iH'ds to congratu- 
late their comrades on the prospect of 
once more becoming useful to their 
country. 

Mr. Caimeross of the 73rd regiment, 
a surgeon of great eminence, who was 
present at this time and the remaining 
part of the siege, has favoured me with 
the following information relative to 
the scurvy, and the mode of using this 
vegetable acid ; which, with his per- 
mission, 1 insert for the benefit of those 
who may hereafter be mider similar 
oircumsUinoes : — 

“The scurvy which attacked the 
garrisou of Gibraltar, differed in no 
respect fVom that disease usually con- 
tracted by sailors in long voyages ; and 
of which the immediate eause seemed 
to be the subsisting for a length of time 
upon salted provlsioiis only, inthout a 
saftoient quantity ^ vegetables, or 
otlier aoesoent fbods. Tbe mream* 
stance related in the voyage of that 
celebrated circumnav^tor, the late 
Lord Anson, of consolidated fhictores 
disuniting, and tbecallosiQrof the bone I 
being perfectly dissolved, occurred I 
quently in our hospitals : and old sores j 
^ and wounds opened anew firom the na- 
ture of the disorder. 

“Vanous antisoorbutica were used 
widiout success, ,8tich as acid of vitriol, 
sour orout, extract of malt, essence of 
spruce, &C., but the only specific was 


fi*esh lemons and oranges, given libe- , 
rally ; or when thi^ could not be ;ftro- 
cur^, tlie preserved juice in such quan- 
tities, from one to four ounces Mr diem, 
as tlie patient could bear. Whilst the 
lemons were sound, from one to three 
were admiuistered each day as circum- 
stances directed. The jmee given to 
those in the most malignant state, was 
sometimes dilated with sugar, wine, or 
spirits; but the convalescents took it « 
without dilution. Women and chil- 
dren were equally xflecied; nor were 
the officers exempted fi*om this alarm- 
ing distemper, it became almost ^[ene* 
ral at the commencement of the vnnter 
season, owing to the cold and mois- 
ture ; and iu the begtiiiiiog of spring, 
when vegetables were scarce. 

“ The juice was preserved by adding 
to 60 gallons of expressed liquor about 
five or ten gallons of braudy, which 
kept it in so wholesome a state, that se- ‘ 
veral casks were opened in good condi- 
tion at the close of the siege. The old 
juice was not however so speedily effi- 
cacious aa the fhiit, thougn by perse- 
vering longer iu its use, it seldom 
failed." 

The same day that the dogger'was 
brought in, a ixirlcy came from Don 
Alvares, to inform the governor that 
all intercourse or correspondence be- 
twixt them, in future, was to be con- 
ducted by f.af^ of truce ri the liay; 
which regulation continued till the 
peace was notified in 1763. The 14th, 
two gun-boats, from the Orange-grove, 
rangra along the front of the garrison, 
and drove in our fishing-bouf;^ ; and on 
the loth they again ranged off the 
Mackerel bank, and forced oiar fisher- 
men to retire. We did not much ap-* 
prove of this conduct, as the boats, bj 
this means, were prt»veutedfri>m bi^^g- 
ing any fish to our market. The 
enemy continned, however, tins practioe , 
at iutemls for some timeiT ^ 

The^Slst, the gun-boats fifed upon 
the Enterprise and town, ^pudn 
Lcaley, not choosing to remain the 
object of their fire, withdrew the fH)> 
gate into the New mole; where the 
navy, under the direction '^of the en- 
gineers, had begun ib laj* a boeii| of 
BsaslB from the New ntole head to the 
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mifiing^tauk. This boom, tkouicli it 
wis toDsidwfid a difllcttlt op^nitioH on 
account pf die awell of tlia mna, was 
soon completed,i 

It was not till the night of the 21st, 
that the enemy threw sand in the front 
of their epaalmeut, to cover it against 
our fire-balls and careasses ; and on the 
26th diey lengthened it to the west 
about 30 yards, and streng^tied it in 
with sand. The night of the 
‘ 26th they erected two large traverses in 
the rear for inagaxines. It now pre- 
sented a very compact apparaoce; 
whence wu concluded that it was in- 
tended for a mortar batterv. 

Though it was geuenlly imagined 
in England that the garrison had been 
amply providtMl with every article and 
necessary of life, when Sir George 
Rodney arrived with the transports and 
relief from England, our wants, in 
reality, were far from lieiiig sujmlied. 
In the articles of ammunition aiicl salt 


provisions, the garrison had prolmblv 
as much as they ixHj^uired ; but of fi'esh 

{ irovisions, wine, spirits, sugar, Sto^ "we 
legan to find a great scarcity ; and the 
pnce of wlmt remained was conse- 
quent!^ much enhanced. Tlie assist- 
ance we received formerly firom Bar- 
hary had now been suspended for se- 
veral months ; tlie enemy seemed de- 
termined to prevent our deriving sup- 
port from thF element that almost sur- 
rounded us; and their cruisers were 
too numerous and vigilant to allow us 
to ei^pect anything fhim the west. 
Thus situated, the garrison turned 
their. eyes cii the island of Minorca, 
whence we had already received some 
v^ry acetf table supplies, and whose 
sitnatiQii, mim tlie great scope of sea 
room, afi^rded a fiattering prohabilUy 
of th» bools being oftener able to esr 
cape the enemy's cruisers. Tlie pro- 
ductions of tliat island are various; 
and those ^rtihles which it dab not 
aflbrd, could be purchased from the 
irises flTat were daily carried tbither 
ly.the privateers. Several garrisou 
bests weld thereibro sent to Minorca, 
some of which lUturncdf in the course 
of Oelober, laden with the wine of that 
tsliM^ sugar *Qui article become ea- 
psffliigly scarce), and cheese; with 


i; 


Bometiines a few live-stock. These 
■itieles were all sold by auction, ac- 
cording to a regulation tWbrished by 
the governor; and, tlmugli they seldom 
were tmrehased by the lower ranks, 
yet afforded upon the whole a partial 
relief to the garrison. 

The 3dth, we observed that the 
enemy had posted an officer's guard iu 
the Mill battery, which was tlie name 
we gave to tlie new work. Montiigiie's 
Imsttou was therefore opeiieil on it in 
the evening, and, by forming a criNss- 
fire with the batteries on the heights, 
considerably annoyed them, and much 
retarded their opi^ratioiis. The sanie 
I night two soldiers of the 5rttli and 72ud 
deserted from Upper AU’s-wyll, in the 
lines : they were sentries at the same 
post, and got down by means of a rope ; 
but previous to their descent, had the 
precaution to wet the priming of their 
lirelocks. We also lost another man by 
desertion in the coiiriii of the month. 

The govenutr, in the beginning of 
Novem)>er, maile an arrangement of 
the troops, that in case Uie enemy Itom- 
barded the garrison, each regiment 
might know the quarters and stations 
w£ch they were to take up. Tlie let 
of the mouth was rather unpropitiotis 
to us: an English snow was taken to 
the east of the rock : at night a soldier 
of the 56tb regiment deserted during a 
heavy shower of rain ; and the follow- 
ing evening two others, of the I2th and 
5Htb, attempted to get off by swimming 
round the Old mide head ; but a few 
days ofrerwards the body of die former 
was washed oidiore near the King's 
bastion; wc therefore oouclnded us 
comrade had shared the same fbte. In 
the evening of the 7th a smart cannon- 
ade was heard io the Straits : after it 
had ooDtinoed for some time a sudden 
fiash appeared, and a report was beard, 
like the blowing-up of powder. The 
next morniug we olmerved that the 
enemy had captured an English vessel, 
and were at that time towing in a gun- 
boat, whi^ occoantod for the firing 
and exploiioo. 

Our fire, about the Jth and Sth, be- 
came more animated ; vet the eDeUy 
almost every night made some interior 
addUmns. We liM obaenred ibr several 



HISTORY OP THE 




preoediuff mornrags deep ruts in the 
Niiidilealyngfroin the priiieipal barrier 
U> the Mill lottery ; which led us to 
imagine that they brought at night 
heavy timber and other materials from 
their depots in the lines. The artil- 
lery were therefore ordered to direct a 
ricochcUiny fire of small shells olong 
this track. Ill the evening of the lOth 
a large party, followed by a uumber of 
carts and miilc.s, lailen with difTerent 
materials, advanced along the beach 
frf)m the sally-port of the ditch of Fort 
St. Philip to the Mill batterj|*. They 
were jierceived by the artillery at 
Willis’s tiefore thev had proceeded half- 
way; and a brisk fire was directed 
towards their route, which thi^w the 
mules into concision, and obliged some 
to return, after having leR their bui^ 
theiis on the lieach. I'he batteries being 
reinforced, the tiring was oontiuuea 
with great vivacity the whole night. 
The sulisequeut evening our artillery 
were prepared, and iuinu^iutely on tlie 
party^H appearing, salutod theiu with a 
warm discharge of shot aud sbella, 
which seemed to have mater effect 
tlian the lira of the preceding evening. 
This circumstance convinced us of the 
effect of the ricoctietiing fine from the 
lower batteries, along the track from . 
the barrier i but the enemy were not so 
soon driven from the new track as from 
the fonner; and continued, notwith- 
standing oiir fire (which must have 
killed and wounded many of them), to 
bring materials in tliis exposed manner 
till a line of communication was finished 
from the lines. 

An English armed polacre, called 
the Yoong Sabine, arrived on the istth, 
after a spirited enmemeiit in the bay 
with several armed vessels and three 
gun-boats. The enemy attempted to 
board her, but were as often raised 
by musketry : at length she heat them 
off, and anchored under our mins. Her 
cargo was chcem*, hams, ana potatoes ; 
the latter of which sold at forty-three 
dollars per ewt, which, aocordiog to 
fbrty-two pence per dollar (the ex- 
( hange at that tiine\ are miial to 
7L IDs. (id. sterling. Other articles sold 
In proportion. In the afternoon a 
liiiion|uiii settee amved with the usual 


earm; a Spanldi gun-boat lioardea her. 
on her passa^ ; but the pdtron shbUr 
iug papers from Mi^)Orca to the camp, 
the Spaniard took no ftutber notice 
than keeping her company os a convoy. 
The Minorquin afterwa^ seized a 
coovenieut opportunity, and slipped in. 

In the coarse of uie 14th a Minor- 
quin tartan, bound for tlie garrison, was 
taken bv the enemy ; the crew however 
quitted her, and got ashore. Tlie enemy • 
same day mounted twelve guns ea 
barhet, in* the battery near the miard- 
house, in the vicinity of Fort St. Fhilip^ 
which we had supposed was intended 
for mortars; and about a week after- 
wards they erected merlons to tliis 
work, admitting the embrasures to open 
upon the garrison. This was called by 
the garrison the Black batbTy; and 
though tlie most distant work erected 
against Gibraltar, was found in the 
subsequent liombardinent aud siege to 
be one of the most annoying to the gar- 
rison, as its line of fire enfiladed the 
Town Line wall and main street, which 
were during the siege the principal 
commonioations with the northern port 
of the fortress. 

Two nights following, the gumboats, 
which were now increased in number, 
fired upon the town and shipping. 
Three, that directed their fire on the 
former, wetc stafioned off the Old mole 
head, and threw several shots into the 
town. Several men were wounded in 
the Enterprise frigate. 

The night of the 17th the enemy 
threw up two places d*artnea for' mus- 
ketry ou the fianks of the Mill bat- 
tery; tlie parapets formed semicircles 
joining the Iwttery, but afterwards ex- . 
tended in an oblique direction towarOs 
the lines. These additions a|ipeared 
very slight, being only a rowolfqpsks 
or gabions, strengthened with half- 
chai^liers, and sand in front ; cover^ 
on t/yi top with sand-haga. ifitg 
we were vudted again by the gon-boais f 
in returning their cannouade due of ths 
thirty-two ponnden on the Kinf^s bas- 
tiou burst, killtsd an artUlerymouI on 
the spot, and wemnded three others. 
The man who fired tho gon escaped, 
but was a little scordied wiili the 
powder. ^ • • , 
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* • «A great nuniber of mulea were every oceurrenoe which happened in 

employed <m the 22nd, bringing fbr- thegarriron. « 

ward ceiika, chaudeliem, and .other ma- Tlie 2<>th, a Frenchman, one of the 
teriale, fl*om Die camp. The night of crew of the Yoimg Sabine, desertiMl in 
the 23rd the enemy Itegan an approoch a lioat to the enemy. The night of the 
from the lines to tlie Mill hatteiy: it 2?th, the Danish dogger, which brought 
oousisted of fascines, with sand Imuhed us the cargo of lemons, sailed, and the 
up in firont, and corarneuced near the next tnoming we ohserred her at aii' 
west angle of the western fourteen-gun ohor off Algeairaa. By the 29th, the 
^ battery, extending aliont 120 feet Uh enemy had finished the second branch 
wards tlie advanced guard-honse in of tlie line of approach, and begun the 
fWmt of Fort St. Philip ; the ibllowing letuni for the third towards the west- 
night, notwithstanding our fire, they era beach. Our fire, us they advanced, 
lengtlicnc<l it about 100 fhet, with chan- became more spirit^ than ever, and 
delicrs placed in a trench and filled must have been severely felt by the 
witli fiisciiiea. The enemy endea- enemy in tliis exposed duty. The 30th 
vonred to draw our atUmiion from this was onlv distinguished by the arrival 
quarter by another salute from the of a jpolocre IWkii Algiers with soap, 
^n-boats, but in vain. As it was not oil, wme, and candlea-^a veiy valuable 
irapmlmblc that the giindxHits were cargo. 

directed in their firing by the lights DeccmlxM' was introduced with bad 
iu the lionses along the line-wall, weather. The 1st, arrived die Angli- 
and those looking towards the bay ; cana privateer from toyma, and, two 
orders were issued ** that no lights nights after, she continued her vwage 
in fuitire should appear in any boon*, towards England. Lieutenant Ga|^^ 
barrack, or guard-bouse, towards the of the Enterprise, went home passen^r 
bay, after seven o'dock iu the even- with dispatches. The 2nd was parti- 
iii^” cularly stormy, with thunder and 

had hitherto derived oecasional lightning, wh\& happily did not con- 
assibtanee from the gardens on the nco- tinne long, or the works of Uie mrrisori 
trai ground, though vast i|nautities of might have materially suflTered. The 
vegetables had lieen nmioved from rain poured down with such violence 
thence by the enemy. On the 2.5th, from the heights, frfcing with it vast 
however, they determined to expel our quantities of rubbish, stoii^ and loose 
people altogether from tlie gardens ; ea ith, that the streets leading from the 
which in the course of a fbw days they hill were instantly choked up, and 
accomplished, notwithstanding tlie couMileruhle damage was done to tlie 
marksmen under Lieutenant Burleigh buildings. The enemy, notwithstand- 
were stationed at Willis's, and iu the iiig the storm, completed their third 
lines, ?n Ader to prevent tliein. branch, and raised tne return towards 

Proiiv this period, our resources in the cast. Though the storm did not 
respect to vegetables depended entirely retanl their finishing what ibt^ had 
upon our own attention to cultivation ; liegun in the evening, yet the ebande- 
which, happily for the garrison, was lien were very much sunk in many 
cfoWned with tolArable success, espe- places, which employed their parties 
cially during the winter mouths, at five or six of the following evenitiM to 

• which time Jhe produce was inwaiied repair. They also made some ajtCf- 
to be a/mnst equal to the eousflhptkin. atious in the direction of the sroond 
The j^ppties the gardens in- branch, and repaired the liatteries in the 
dei^ begun to fail for some fime lie- lines. A brig arrived from I>eghom 
fim^aud we goi)n had little reason to on (he lOtb, also three ecttecs firom 
regret their loss. We had, besides, Minorca. 

the additicqalliarisfiiction of reflecting From the luth, 4he enemy added 
the enemy were now cut off mnu every night so oonsiderably to the 
a«dliimocl through wbicli it was not fonrth branch of the approad, that on 
c Imp^bable Aey nad been inihniied of *he Uth at night they totaled die 
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tremxty of tlie entfUsm place ttarmrs; 
and two iiurhtii following, began a fifth 
braueh, wnich on the 19tb W'as 
tended to the eajit flank of the Mil! 
battery. Their opc^ratioua had not 
been wholly confiniHl to completing 
this line of communication ; a mortar 
battery for the sea was erected to the 
north of Fort St. Barbara, and lar^e 
and small traveraea were raised within 
both forts to pr«»tect their men from our 
upper batttM’ies. 

About noon on the 1 7th, a cannon- 
ade was hear<i towards the west A 
clond of smoke was olist^rvcd near 
Tangier, and we afterwards learned 
that tlie Moors were firing a salute on 
account of the arrival of their eiii|)eror. 
Three hundred and ninety roiinds w'ere 
niiinbered, and it was repeated Uie next 
day. The riaider will probably recol- 
lect that tlie garrison of Tangier is to 
us an object of some curiosity, ns hav- 
ing formerly been in the possession of 
the ICnglish. It was ceded by the Por- 
tngueso (who bad U^u masters of it 
for some time) to King Charles II. as 
part of the dowry of the Princess Ca- 
thariue of Portugal, and remained un- 
der the Kiiglish dominion till 1684, 
when, the nation refusing to pay tlie 
heavy expense attendins: its mainte- 
nance against the repeuttHi attacks oC the 
Moors, the fortifications were blown 
up and the garrison ordered to aban- 
don the town. The Moors, after the 
place was deserted, return^ and 
It has ever since continued in their 
possession. When the English were 
masters of Tangier, the works on the 
laud side were considered as almost 
impregnable : and, tor the accommoda- 
tion of shipping, a mole of consider- 
able extent was advanced into the sea. 

The present town is built at the bot- 
tom of a luiy, on the side of a hill over- 
looking the sea. The Moors have, in 
some measure, repaired the n^cs, and 
endeavoured to restore the ci^ to its 
tbrmer importance ; but their efforts go 
slowly on towards acooin])lishiiig that 
work. Tangier was the residence of a 
British oousiit, and, in conjunction with 
Tetuan, in times of peace, supplies 
Gibraltar, Cadis, Lisbon, and other 
ports on the coasts of $pBin and Portu- 


[csjkr,Tf 

gal with fowls, beef, mutton, and ftpiL 
Tt was aljout this time the scene' of 
some interesting transactions which 
will shortly be related. 

The enemy, on the 20th, began to 
erect small traverses in. the rear of 
their approach. On the 'ilst, the 
Speedwell cutter. Lieutenant Gibson, 
amved with government dispatches, 
after a warm engagement with the 
enemy off Ceuta, in which the Spa- 
niards attempted to board the cutter, 
but were repulse*!. Lieutimaiit Gib- 
son wais dangerouhly wounded in the 
action, which was tlie only casualty on 
Ixiard. The 2.*ird, arrived a privateer 
brig, called the Hannah, Captain Ven- 
ture, last from LislKin. Site brought 
some excellent supplies; and the a.iy 
following, tM'O other vessels from Li- 
verpiK)! got in with variety of provi- 
sions. The cargoes of these ships 
were sold by auction for 301) per cent 
profit 

It was about this period, some let- 
ters of u curious tenor w<.*re discovered 
in the possession of the deserter who 
came in on the *i9th of ^eptemlwr, in 
the dress of a peasant, and said httwas 
a serjeunt. They were directiA to 
Colonel Nugent, of tlie Hibernian 
corps, in the Spanish service ; and the 
purport of them was—** that Kuropa 
was the most eligible pla^ to attack 
the garrison; acknowledging having 
received several sums of money, and 
concluding with expressing his fears 
lest he should lie discovered; therelbre 
desired the colonel would concert some 
measures for his escape.** Thfi man 
WHS immediatelv ordered ii\|o close 
confinement, and remained a prisoner^ 
fi>r some time, till, an of^rtuuity offer- 
ing, he was sent away from the garri- 
son. We were afterwards informed 
by other deserters that he was sent in 
es e and liberally rewarded for 
this hntrdous service. • 

The enemy, having oomplcte4«their 
approach to the Mill liattery, were 
employed in dresung the commuaica* 
turn and' raising fiiscine traversed in 
the rear for their gredler prolecCion, 
The 26th and fidlowing fpgbti, thew 
carpenters braced with l|«ia-ni]b*tbe 
ekandeiiers, whiefa, owii^ to lid# 
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teries. IV 30tb» a going firom 
^Igeziras to the eoRtward, was hammed 
off Europa, and was hoarded and 
in by our boats. Many pri- 
vate letten were jfbiuid on board, which 
mentioned the considerable loss the 
enemy lied snstaiiied from our fire. 
There were also a (quantity of clothes, 
and some money. The next day a 
settee got in from Minorca. 

Oar carpenters, in the beginmni^ of 
January, were very busy in erecting 
stara and temporary cranes in Camp 
ana Rosia bays, and upon the Line 
wall, above tlie Navy yard ; which led 
us to iirLaf;ii)e that the governor had 
received intelligenci? by the Speedwell, 
that a convov might soon lie expected. 
The reason for erecting these machines 
so far to the south, and at such a dis- 
tance from the garrison store-hoiuies, 
was the apprehension of lieiiig annoyed 
in disembarking the provisioiis at Rag- 
ged Staff, &c., from the enemy’s »d« 
vanced buttery, wliidi was now finished, 
and reported to mount eight 19-ii.ch | 
morihrs. These precautions will ap- 
pear to be very prudent and essential, ; 
w'heii the reader, on a farther perusal, 
is informed of the range and effect of 
the enemy’s fire. ^>me alterations 
were also %iade in the works at tlie 
New mole. 

The lltb, a Spanish flag of truce, 
with two Moorish galleys, came over 
from the Orange-grove, having on 
board Consul Logie, his lady, and all 
the British subjects who had been resi- 
.dent in Borbary. We had long com- 
plained of a neglect in that ({aartcr, ; 
mit were now convinced, to our sorrow, j 
that* such accusations were premature 
and ungenerous. The meitisiary and 
I avaricious disposition of the emperor 
had beei^riDbd by the Sponislmaiinis- 
try with a present of loOiOOU cobs 
(abodf 750<)/. sterling), and a promise 
of the same sum annually, with the re- 
demptiofi of lOO African prisouen, on 
conmtion that 4ie should deliver up, for 
a certain pdnod, the ports of Tangier 

f • I 


and»Tetnim,*Md banish from his do- 
MUBOiis tiie 'ootisul sod sabjecta of I 


Ghreat Britain; Besides tlie preseut of 
mongy, and the redemption pf 100 pri- 
soners, the emperor hod pe^nisstou to 
import fh)m Spain grain, which was 
so remarkably scarce in Barliary, that 
a fiunine was apprehended. With«mt 
thjscircnmstance to urge as a pnlliotive 
for entering into a treaty wltli this 
avowed and natural enemy, tlie emperor 
would, proliably, have found it a diffl* 
cult task to jMrsuade his subjects to de- 
sert their old allies. 

As this defitetion of the Moorish mo- 
narch was of much imjportaiice to the 
garrison, and was in itself au object 
not undeserving political remark, 1 
shall subjoin a short relation of some 
transactions pravious to this event ; with 
I an account of the mjurious treatment 
which Mr. Logie aiid the British sub- 
jects experienced before they quitted 
that country. 

1 had formerly occasion to mention, 
that in tlie early mrt of 1 779, overtures 
were made by the Spaniards to tlie 
Moors, to farm tlie pfirts of Tangier, 
Tetium, and Larachc. Of this C^nerai 
Eliott received imir.i'dinte information, 
by a confidential message (Vom tlie em- 
peror of Morocco. It did not appear 
that the emperor, in this instance, was 
actuated by any other impulse than 
friendship. But since, by ivfosing to 
accede to Ricir ofiers, he might subject 
his coasts to be insulted, it would of 
consequence be prudent to nriii his 
ernisers, in order to enable him to act 
on the defensive: ho therefore re- 
quested that the English would supply 
him with naval stores for three new 
vessels which he had lately built tlie 
value of which» on calculadon, did not 
amount to fifteen hundred pounds. 

Such apparent dtsinlerestedtiess, and 
so modest a demand, had a proper ef- 
fect with the governor, wlio, con- 
sidering the emperor’s alliance of the 
first consequence to the welfkre of 
the garrison, recommended to go- 
vernment to double the quantity of 
stores, that they might secure Ida 
friendship. Ministers at home, how- 
ever, did not considqr bis alitance in 
the tame light witli the governor a^ 
consul, as Sir George RMbey arrived 
the Jiimary following whhont stnreti 
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or os miirh as an answer: and the 
Spaniards (having than declared war) 
incr(.*asing*in their propels, the em* 
^»ror, afwr repeated applications to Mr. 
Logie, to know when be mi^lit expect 
the supplies he had given him to un- 
derstand were coming from England, 
at length, by degrees, M'rmiUt^ the 
Spaniards to capture all British vessels 
under tiic protection of his guns. The 
consul riimoiistrated against such pro- 
ceedings, bnt in vain: the answer ge- 
nerally received Was, that the Spuiiaras 
had the emperor’s leave ; and if they 
chose to take hm from his own houses 
the emperor would not oppose them. 

These indignities Mr. Ixigie was ne- 
cessitated to overlook. He fbund the 
Spanish inlluence daily gaining ground: 
lie had therefore no alternative, but 
tacitly to submit to the evils of his situ- 
ation. lie contrived, iievcrtlieless, to ac- 
quaint General Eliott with this chaitge 
hi their affairs. 

Though there appeared little pro- 
sper of doing fhrthcr service to the gar- 
rison of Gibraltar bv remaining in Har- 
bary, Mr. lAigie still continue to re- 
side at Tangier. The natives were 
partial to the English, and personally 
attached to him ; and these circum- 
stances he imagined might probably be 
improved to some advanta^. 

Thus mutters proceeded till the be- 
ginning of Octolier, 17d'>, when a 
party of the emperor’s black troops, i 
which were quartered in the neigh- 
bourhood of Tangier, came to Mr. 
Logie's houst?, and, lieing introduced, 
informed him they had orders from 
tlieir master to abuse and insult him in 
the jgprossest manner; which the)r im- 
mediately put in execution, by spitting 
in his face, seising him by the collar, 
and threatening to stab him with their 
dag^rs. 

Two days after this transaction, Mr. . 
I^ie was ordered to attend the em- I 
peror near Sallee. The ISth, he began ‘ 
nis journey, guarded by one of the em- 
peror’s chamberlains, and a party of 
liorse. They arrived at the camp on 
the 20th ; and t|ie same evening Mr. 
Logie was ordered into the emperor's 
presence. After various questions re- 
tative to Gibraltar, to which such an- 


; awers were given as were least likely , 
i to pleas^ the emperor addressed khtf- 
self to bis trewps, and a great mob that 
were assembled on the occasion, sayings 
** the English were an avaricious^ 
proud, and headstrong people ; they al- 
ways attacked the iiead: but when 
people came to beg, tliey ought to crawl 
up ny the' foet. He had however de- 
prived them of every benefit they for- 
merly derived from his country con- < 
eluding w^ith ordering the consul to be 
taken to Sallee. Mr. Ixigie objected to 
this mandate, informing the emperor 
he was ready to attend bis camp ; bnt 
that bis sovereign's serv'ice did not per- 
mit his trifling away bis time in visit- 
ing towns. 

The emperor, after this interview, 
seemiMi to relax in his severity to the 
consul; allowing him to return to 
Tangier, and consoling him with the 
promise that the British subjects should 
not be molested b}** the Spaniards. The 
2<ith of October, ‘Mr. Logie arrived at 
Tangier, and found the emperor had 
not deceived him. 

Affairs remained quiet till the 26th 
of November, when an order came to 
fi.t up all the Britisli boats, at th# em- 
peror’s expense, os he was determined 
to send the English away satisfied. The 
consul however nnticijmted his inten- 
tion, by ^‘tting them completed him- 
self by toe succeeding evening. The 
night of the 2d(h, the Sfuiniards, in- 
formed of the emperor's resolution, sent 
a party on shoiw to bum the boats. 
They were discovered by the guards* 
and confined ; but in cuiisidqfatV^n of a 
sura of mou^, they were the next ‘day 
liberated. Two days following, the 
consuls attended to hear the cmperoi^tf 
orders, which were brought by two of 
his secretaries; they expressed, Uiat 
the emperor bad sold the port of Tan- 
gier to the king of Spmn; in ponse*. 
qaenqgk of which, every Chrjstiaxi, ex- 
cept m that nation, was to quit the 
town and bay; awarding slavery as 
the punishment of those who remained 
after the Ist of January, 1781 j I 

Mr. Logie was no sopner acquainted 
with this order, than he/ departed for 
the empertr's camp, then near TetWi 
in order to renresent the f 
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their prtmer^ cm lo short 
a D^ce. He arriTea cm the Shid of 
December, but ocmld oot procure au 
. audieuoe. The 4th, he infelH- 
genoe fbom Tanner, that a second 
order had compelled the British sub- 
jects instantly to remove to Murtecn. 
Mr. Logie made several attempts to 
have this cruel order revencd, tmt in 
vain. He at length procured a friend 
mention this delicate point to the 
* emperor, who apparentlv relented, say- 
ing, the Englira shoula have permis- 
aion to remain twenty days to collect 
their effects ; and so ^ Mattered them, 
as to make them believe they were not 
to be removed till the British fleet ar- 
rived, if it might be expecUMl soon. 
Mr. Logie was however afterwards con- 
vinced, tliaC tlie emperor at tliis time 
was informed his or^rs had been exe- 
cuted, as the British subjects, amonn^ 
ing to 109, arrived at Martcen, a few 
miles from Tetuan, the suliseqiient 
evening; having l»een forced to aban- 
don their vessels, houses, and all their 
property ; and compelled to submit to 
the greatest imposition, for the use of 
camds and mules, to remove their bed- 
ding uid wearing-apparel. The value 
of me effects left behind, Mr. Logie 
computed to amount to upwards of 
sii^ thousaud pounds. 

The heavy expense attending their 
removal fninPTangier, with their stay at 
Matfwn, to their arrival at Gibraltur. 
Mr.^Logie was obliged to disburse; the : 
' emperor’s order on the 2<ith of No- 
vember having so much imposed upon 
theiiH flial^ they Jiad laid oat wliat 
money they were possessed of, In pur- 
' chasing such articles as they judged 
would be useftil at Gibraltar, imagin- 
ing they were to be conducted imme- 
diaSely to that garriSbn. 

Theemperor removed on the I7tli of 
4)eoember to Tangier; whence he 
ttauallv sent, oFce or twice ever)i%eek, 
some Insulting message to the consul, 

. cluu’ii^g the English with having 
his ambassador, and being in- 
ddbted to him several tliuusand cobs 
for the garrison of Gib- 

raltar; with j@icrs equally flilse and 
abH^he. V 

^ •Mr*Log^oiitlie26thof Deeeihber 


was informed dial the emperor had 
given up all tlie British snhje^ as pri- 
soners to the Spaniards, unif that 1^ 
succeeding day they were to be re- 
moved to Algesiras. Being ussureil of 
I the truth of this intelliueiice by one of 
the emperor’s servants, m> burnt all his 
public papers, to prevent their fulling 
into the enemy’s muids. T)ie 2flth, the 
consul emtiaraed with Mn.,I^e (who 
had attended him through all these 
troubles), and aluiiit tweiuy more, on 
board a schcxioer, without being allowed 
time to take in any refoeslimeut for 
their voyage. Otliera, under similar 
circumstances, were put on board other 
vessels. They were guarded by two 
Spanish cruisers, and for the first night 
put into Ceuta bay : tlie next morning 
they' proceeded across the Straits, atia 
about noon anchored off the Oninge- 
erovv, but soon after were ordcrKl l>y 
Admiral Baroelo to moor at tiu* en- 
! trance of the river Palmones. Here 
the consul was detained till the llth of 
January following, by which time an 
answer arrived from Madrid concern- 
ing their ftiture destination. 

During this period, no offer was 
i made to s^ply them with provisions 
I or necessaries, Uioogh the Moors were 
permitted to piircluise whatever they 
wanted. Mr. l<ogie therelbre applied 
to the French (Jimrg^ d'Affaires at 
Algeriras, who very gcnerouHly dis- 
patched such articles as he judgid 
would tie most acceptable. The llth, 
th^ were conducted to Gibraltar. 

The removal, or rather expulsion, of 
the British subjects from Barbary, was 
attended with oUier unfortunate conse- 
quences besides depriving us of provi- 
Mous: onr connexion with Portugal 
berame. afterwards more precarious; 
and the governor was cut off from a 
source of information, by which be was 
acquainted with the eiK^niy’s oi»enitioiis 
lioth in camp and at Cndix. M r. Logie 
had always oontrived to procure pretty 
certain intelUgcnre of the enemy's mo- 
timiB, by those Moors who were ia bin 
interest; for, the Spaniards aUawlug 
them to bring varioiia articles to die 
army fiefore Giliraltar, and the fleet at 
fkulix, and Mr. Logie lendiof tbeip 
money to scarry on this advantageoni 
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trade, they Ihithfully oomniuDicated to 
him wlmtever came to their kiiow- 
l(^e. The last itiformation Mr. Logie 
himself was the bearer of to the go- 
vernor, which was, that the enemy Imd 
a great number of fire-ships in the 
rivers, ready for immediate use. 

The Kith of January, a brig came 
in from Madeira, in four days, with 70 
Imcts of wine. The mister had left 
London witli a car^o to cxcliange at 
Madeira: but a violent gale of wind 
had driven him to sea with his cargo 
incoinplete, and half his crew ashore. 
The same day, the Moorish vessels 
which brought over Consul L(^e re- 
turned to Atgeziras. Two days Allow- 
ing, the Tartar privateer arrived with 
various articles fh>m England: she 
brought his majesty’s manifesto for oom- 
mencing hostilities against the Dutch. 

On the 19th, some experiments were 
mode at Algeziras, from two new 
Spanish boats, with mortars on board. 
We Imd some time before learned that 
they were preparing such vessels, and 
that thev intended soon to try them 
against the garrison. Tlieir construc- 
tion was upon a plan similar to that of 
the gun-boats : tlie mortars were fixed 
ill a solid bed of timlier, in the centre 
of the boat ; and the only apparent dis- 
tinction was, that they had Imig prows, 
and braced their yai'ds more athwart 
the boat when they fired. 

The 21st, tlie s(M’jcaiit commanding 
one of our out-guaMs deserted to the 
enemy: lie went towards the Devil’s 
Tower, and once stopped, as if unde- 
termini to proceed or not. He be- 
longed to the .'iGth regiment, and left a 
wife ond fiunily behind : he had always 
been' esteemed of good choracter, and 
was much confided in by his officers. 
Some pecuniary matters were supposed 
to be me reason of his darting. This 
was the fourth man which we had lost 
ill this way witliin the course of a 
month. The 28th, a ship arrived from 
lAighoni with various articles. In her 
passage she picked up at sea the loiig- 
iKMit of the Brilliant ftigate, Captain 
Curtis, which we had been anxiously 
expectiug for some time with dis- 
patches ftom England. On the 2dth 
and 27tht three of Hardenberg's hri- 


gade had deserted ; and this day a rope 
was found sear the signal-house, *by 
wnich we imagined tlie last two of 
them had escaped. The 29th and 
doth, two or three settees arrived, fWnn 
aloft, with the produce of Minorca. 
By them we were infonned that the 
Brilliant was got safe into Mahon, hav- 
ing been chased through the straits 
by the enemy's cruisers in the night 

The enemy’s working parties had 
for several weeks been less numerous : 
their occupation was principally con- 
fined to ropairing the damages done 
by- the weather; securing themselves 
against the effects of our firing, by 
splinter-proofs and traverses ; and col- 
lecting despots of different materials,, in 
various parts of their lines. Their ad- 
vanced patrolcs ftequently approached 
very near our out-posts, but seldom 
waited a second discharge ftom the 
sentries. On our side, tne engineers 
were indefatigable in putting eveiy- 
thing in the best state of defence. The 
enemy, it must lx; confessed, dealt 
openly in waniing us, so long before- 
hand, of their intentions ; and the go- 
vernor was exceedingly active and 
diligent in preparing against wfiktever 
circumstances might occur. 

The Ist of February we found, be- 
hind the rock, the bodies of two de- 
serters, who, in attempting to escape 
from the garrisiin, had b^n dashed to 
pieces. One of them was a man <^the 
.50th, who was missing the day preced- 
ing ; the other a serjeant of the . ) 3rd, 
who liad deserted some months befiire. 

The 3rd, we observed fhe*enemy’s 
aitille^ examining the ordnance in 
their lines, llie morning of the Sfti, ' 
a deserter firom a Catalonian regiment 
came in, and reported that the ene- 
my post^ every bight a chiuD of «eit- 
tries along the skirts of the governor’s 
meadow, which were oonstandy vlt 
sitedKby patrolcs of od^’ali^^ to keen 
them alert ; and that a captaix^s gU8r% 
besides artillery, mounted in the St 
Carlos’s battery, as they called the 
vanced work. He saia the camp thM 
well supplied with pnftiuoiis, &£, but 
that the men were neklr/ and numbevs 
of them dkseited. ’ * . 

' It was about tifis period that tlis,, 
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aflieert far Gibraltar jprewnted a ineoio> 
Hal, \hroagh the eommaadiiig elftoen 
of the difierent reotnents, to t& gorer- 
Dor, reqoeatiug iSs Baoelleacy, as he 
meat be convinced of the troth of the 
coutentB, to support it with his approba- 
tion and interest. 

The memorial stated, **That the 
offlcera of his Majesty’s several regi- 
ments of foot, serving under his EaoeU 
lency’s command, hA been necessarily 
'exposed to a great variety of iueonve- 
nienoes since Sie commencement of the 
blockade, independent of the addhtumal 
duties wl^ch th«y had been required to 
discharge: that in particular thdr pay, 
which coDStitutcd tlicir chief if not 
their sole support, had, at different 
times, sufierea a great diminution by 
the exorbitant rate of exchonge;^* 
which they stated to have fluctuat^^, 
during a certain period, bi^w<H;u 40 
and 42 pence per dollar, Gibraltar cur- 
rency : “ tliat eveiy article of clothing, 
and still more, those essential to life 
and health, were so advanced in price, 
that, witl) the strictest economy, their 
pay was totally inad^uate to the ex- 
penses alisolntely indispensable in their 
present situation : a situation which, 
Utey apprehended,precluded them, in a 
great measure, from participating with 
tne otRcers at home in the extensive 
promotions which bad of late taken 
place in the%nny. They therefore 
app^ed to the paternal filings, the ; 
iustice, and the humanity of his Excel - 1 
lency; trusting that through his recom- 
mendation and intercession, such assist- 
ance apdsprqtcction might be grante<l ! 
them, as their situation and services 
deserved ; • concluding with a request, 
** that bis Excellency would be pleased 
to lay their prayer, with all humility 
<w their pa^ at his«Majesn'*s feet.” 
I'll is memori^ was sanded by an- 
ojiier of. a similar import; but' no offi- 
cial answer was deceived to eitheni 

It must ne confessed, that under 
these cBffiimstaiices, the situation of 
the pfficen was by no means tiattering. 
Whatever obstacles might be in the way 
nf their promotipi^ they could not help 
Idling tne pet^iar hardship of their 


feeling the pedLliar hardship of their 
tituomm ; nor ws the inactive and te- | 
^oiiS*servioe of a bloekaded garrisem' 


at all calculated to divmt their minds, 
or to soothe them faitD an acqmescence 
with their fortnne. They refleoted, 
with no very agreeable sensations, upon 
the preferment which bad been libe- 
rally bestowed upon young offiners in 
England; while manv subalterns in 
Gibraltar had ten or tweive years, or 
upwards, of strict duty and services to 
plead. Nay, the situation of some of 
them was peculiarly discouraging : for 
their fHenos had repeatedly otTered to 
raise companies to secure their rank ; 
but of such Consequence was tlie safety 
of Gibraltar esteemed by the ministry, 
that orders were sent to forbid any 
officers leaving the garrisem, unless re- 
placed by others feom England. It is 
but justice to them, however, to observe, 
that they in general submitted to the 
evils of their riitaation without murmur 
or repining ; and that, preferring their 
country’s giMd to every partial consi- 
deration, they never publicly testified 
their discontent, except in the two re- 
spectful memorials whicn uiey pre- 
sented to their governor. 

A privateer, on the 9th ofFebniary, 
arrived feom Mahon : she ran through 
ten cruisers, besides six gun-boats, and 
was chased by a xel)eque, but escai)ed 
them all. llie 1 7th, she contiuned ner 
course for England. Mr. Logie, who 
carried home dispatchcHi was a pas- 
senger, with several others. The 19th 
and 20tii, arrived two polacre ships 
from the eastward. 

OuF supplies from the eastward were 
now pret^ regular, and the boats and 
vessels in general very successfel in 
their voyages. When the reader con- 
siders the variety of difficulties aud 
dangers attending this intercourse, he 
cannot but admire the pers(*veraiice of 
these' foreigners. Fhcir vessels were 
generally of light burthen, and open, 
excepting a small scuttle abaft, whiclt, 
with the other parts of the v<*s8el, was 
usually filled with part of their oarge. 
Their passage was seldom jierformed 
in less than five days; and botuctimes 
it exceeded ten, and fourteen. Their 
course was all the wajaaloug the ene- 
my’s coast: and even when arrived 
Within sight of the port, the danger 
was greater than before, feom the num- 
V 
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stared thfini in the face, with the chance desertion. 


of losing probably their all. One cir- 
rumstance indued was in their favour ; 
their vessels, in the rimug, resembled 
chose of the enemy. ^ the chance of 
deceiving them they were nevertlieless 
unwilling entirely to trust : it was their 
custom therefore to make the rock, if 
possible, about sunset; then strike sail, 
and lic'to, and at night push for the 
bay. By manoDUvring in this manner 
they frequently arrived safe; and in 
that cose, it must he confessed, they 
were amply recompensed. 

The 2r>th, the redments in garrison 
began to be reviews : after the review, 
each remmeut marched to its alarm* 
post, and discharged several rounds of 
paraiiet firing. The 28th, a brig under 
Genoese colours came 9 vcr from Al^e* 
siras : the crew report^, they had in- 
jured their mast, and put into Alge- 
ziras for another, but that the Spa- 
niards bad ill-treated them ; they^ there- 
fore came over to remedy their loss. 
To this story the governor did not give 
implicit credit : a guard of a sulialtem 
and twelve men was sent on board; 
and after beinp; for some time detained, 
her cargo, which was fruit, was sold, 
and the vessel was sent away. 

The want of bread in the beginning 
of March began again to be severely 
felt : many mmilies had not tasted any 
for several days. The poor soldiers, 
and still more the inliabitants, whose 
fliiaoces would not allow them to pur- 
ctase articles from the Minorquin ves- 
sels (the cargoes of which, by tlie way, 
were chiefly luxuries), were in intoler- 
able distress. Biscuit-crumbs sold fbr 
\0d. and Is. per lb. The allowance of 
Ae troops was also curtailed, and many 
Portugnese fishermen left the garrison 
for want of this article. Towards the 
conclusion of the month, the invalids 
of the garrison embarked on hoard the 
Ghterprise frigate, and St. Fermin 
armed ship. The 27th the fbnner, with 
the Fortune sloop, sailed for Minorca ; 
and the St. Ferpiin was to have accom- 
^ied them, but in Mting out of the 
New mole some accident befid her, by 
whidi she was detained. In the course 


I'he beginning of April the Spanish 
admiral culled in all his cruisers, agd 
some movements took place in their 
disposition, which seemed to indicate 
the expectation of a superior force. 
The 2nd we observed tlieir artiJlerv 
arranging the mortars in the Mill bat- 
tery, which confirmed us in the con-r^ 
jecture. The succeeding day a Brifibh 
cutter, called the liesoTution, arrived 
with rum, coals, and sugar, in twenty- 
nine days, from Plymouth. The master 
informed us that be left a fleet, which 
was coming to our relief, at anchor in 
Torbay. Our joy at this news was 
greater, if possilde, than when we were 
told of our former relief. The exigen- 
cies .of the garrison since Admiral Itotl- 
ney's departure had been as severe, if not 
more so than before. Since the soldier, 
for himself, only received weekly 5^ lbs. 
of bread, 18 oz. of salt beef, 18 oz. of 
pork, both of them almost in a state of 
putrescence; 24 oz. of butter, which 
was little better than rancid congealed 
oil ; 12 oz. of raisins, ^ a pint of peas, 

1 pint of Spanish beans, I pint of ^fieat, 
which they ground into flour for pud- 
dings; 4 oz. of rice, and ^ of a pint of 
<nl : what then must be the sufferings 
or those who had a family of small 
children to support out ofjthis pittance ! 
or what must be the distress of the in- 
habitants, who had no assistance from 
the stores I 

The night of the 3rd the St. Fermin, 
with the Brilliant’s tendei^ which had 
liecn forced by a gale of wind tb put 
into Gibraltar, sailed for Mahon ; two 
xebeques immediately gave chase, and, 
we afterwards learned, captured the 
former. , 

It being observed that the enemy had 
stationed at Cabrita Point (though at 
somCf^jdistBnce ftom tkfi laim)'k sloc^ 
and two light brigs, supposed to be fire- 
ships, die captains of the priwnteers in 
the bay proposed cutting out the sloop, 
and bunung the other vessels^ TTw 
plan was mentioned the mvemor by 
an officer of the garrisoAi who had per 
mission Jo take with daim a ppr^ Oj 
volunteers from the dinerent oc^ ^ 
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40 ln in Che esprditioo. About eleven 
o^bck on Che night of the 4th they 
proceeded in* four boats. When they 
set out the night was very thvoumlde 
^ the enterprise; but before they 
reached the vessels the moon suddenly 
shone for^ and they reluctantly re- 
turned. Whether the Spaniards dis- 
covered the boats or not, is a matter of 
doubt ; it is probable they did, as the 
•next momine four gnu-boats joined 
them from Algesiras, and tlie sloop re- 
moved fiirther to the southward. 

The enemy, on the 5th, scaled several 
of their ordzumoe in the batteries round 
the bay; two iWgates were also placed 
in fhint of eight vessels, snppom to be 
fire-ships; these motions cdnvinoed us 
that the enemy were aware of the fleet 
which was expected. The evening of 
the 7th the E^lc privateer, of firarteen 
guns, arrived in fimrteen days from 
Glasgow : a xebeque, a sloop of fimr- 
teen guns, a galliot, and eleven gun- 
boats, engaged her in the bay ; but by 


warm fighting and good seamanship 
she esca]^. The captain informed us 
that the fleet had sailed, aiti be was 
much sumised in not finding them 
arrived. The tbllowing day the Spanish 
general visited the lines and advanced 
Irorhi. The 9th only two xelie^ues and 
the gun-boata were at Algeziras, the 
rest of their cruisers having left the 
station. The llfh a&lucca came round 
Cabrita with oars and with a press of sail : 
immediately upon entering the bay she 
made a signal, which was answerlkl at 
Algesiras by an English ensign at the 
miun-top-gailant mast-head. Soon alter 
a boat went over to Ceuta, and the 
xebeque which was station^ at the 
point was called in with the gnu-boats, 
in the evening many signals were made 
fifom the west; and about midnight 
arrived the Kite cutler. Captain Trol- 
lop, with the joyfiil news that the con- 
voy was at the entranoe of the Straits, 
under oharge of Admiral Darby, with 
the British grand fleet. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Admiral Darby relip^a GibralUr—Spaniarda bombard the town—SoldleM guilty of Irri^ 
giilaiities — Town f)rec|ii«>ritly on Are, and greatly injured — Gun and mortar boata eeiv 
troubleaome to the N.ivy— Admiral Darby returna to England~Captain Cnrtia arrive*'' 
with a convoy of viotuallera— Town in ruina~>-Gun-boata renew their attacks on the Gar- 
riaon : fktal effeota — Inhabitants maeh alarmed by their attacka — One of the Enemy a 
magaslnea blown up— General Eliott adopts a mode of annoying the enemy's camp, and 
constructs Frames to oppose the gun-boats — Bombardment abates — The Helena sloop-or 
war arrives, after a warm action with tlie enemy— Singular system of firing, from the 
enemy — Melancholy fkte of a matrosa— Enemy make additions to their works— Firing 
increases on both alde»— Death of Mgfor Burke— Gallant behaviour of a working party — 
A conspiracy discovered In the Navy — Enemy, by their operations, demonstrate their in- 
tention of besieging the Garrison in form— Xneirectual attempt to destroy their Itatteries — 
Sitveral cutters taken — Enemy finish their batteries— General Eliott projects a sally, which 
proves successful. 


At daybreak, on the 12th of April, 
the much-expectcd fleet, under the 
command of Admiral D^rby, vfOR in 
sight from our signal-house, but vras 
not discernible from below, being ob- 
scured by a thick mist in the Gut. As 
the sun, however, became more power- 
fill, the fog gradually rose, like the 
curtain of a vast theatre, discovering to 
the anxious garrison one of the most 
beautiful and pleasing scenes it is pos- 
sible to conceive. TTie convoy, con- 
sisting of near a hundred vessels, were 
in a compact body, led by several men- 
of-wur: their sails just enough Ailed 
for steeraget whilst the major% of the 
line-of-battle ships lay-to under tlie 
llarbara siiorc, having orders not to 
enter the bay lest the enem^ should 
molest ^hem with their fire-ships. The 
ecstasies of the inhahitants at this grand 
and exhilarutiHg sight are not to be de- 
scrilHHl. Their expressions of joy far 
exceeded their former exultations. But, 
ahs! they little dreamed of the tre- 
mendous blow that impended, which 
WAS to annihilate their propert}*, and 
rtnluce many of them to indigence and 
beggary. 

As uie convoy approached the hay, 
15 gun-boats advanced from Algeziras, 
and forming in regular order under 
the batteries at Cabrita Point, began a 


smart cannonade on the nearest ships, 
seconded by the gun and mortar bat- 
teries on the laud. A line-of-battle 
ship and two frigates, however, soon 
I obliged them to a precipitate retreat; 
and, continuing to pursue them, the 
crews of several deserted their ^xiats, 
and took refuge amongst the rocks. 
Had our ships advanced at this critical 
juncture and manned their boats, the 
whole might probably have lieen de» 
stroyed, and the garrison that means 
been rid of those disagreeable visitors 
which afterwards so harassed and an- 
noyed us ; but the frigates, having dis- 
persed them, thought no more of the 
hm-hffatSt as some naval pflicers con- 
temptuously called them, aiid left them 
to be repossessed by the fugitives. 

The enem^', on the land side, were 
far from being idle spectators of this 
relief. On the fii^t intiruatioii of Ad- 
miral Darby's approach, preparations, 
it is im^ined, were made in the lines, 
and a ^reinforcement of a^illerv Ordered * 
down from the camp : as af^aybreak, 
before the fleet was w<dl in si^t, we 
remarked that their cannon were ele- 
vated, and the spunges and. ramniert 
reared against tae n^rlons. Hiese, 
with oilier appearances,', indicated an 
intention pf o^ing on garriKm. 

Our private letters IwfU fcr'iioiiie 
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before, mentioned that the Spa« 
niardfi propo^ to bombard Gibraltar, 
if the garrison was a second time 
relieved ; but the truth of this intelli- 
gence was doubted, it being oonoeived 
that no beneficial consequences could 
arise to them from such a cruel pro- 
ceeding. We, however, overlooked the 
predominant charaetecisde of the na- 
tion, which, particularly in this in- 
stance, seems to have inrlueneed them 
more than any other motive, and even to 
have carried them beyond that line of 
prudence and caution, which in military 
afiairs ought to be strictly attended to. 

About three-quarters past ten o’clock, 
the van of the convoy came to an 
anchor off the New mole and Rosia 
bay ; and, as if this were the signal for 
the enemy to open, a smart fire imme- 
diately commenccMl from Fort St. 
Philip, fallowed by all the Iwtteries 
which bore upon the garrison. The 
number of ordnance tearing on the 
place was as fi:>llow8 : — ^The King's, ot 
Black battery (mounting 14 gluts), 12 
bearing on the garrison; Fort Si. 
Philip (27 guns), 11 bearing on tlie 
ffwrison ; Infanta’s battery, of 7 guns; 
Priilbe’s and Princeiis’s batteries, of 14 
guns each; Fort St. Barbara (23 guns'), 
6 bearing on the garrison ; these, wltli 
about 50 mortars, distriituted along 
their lines, and in St. Carlos’s battery, 
amount to fl4 pieces of artillery ; all 
of heavy metal, being twenty -six 
pounders, and thirteen-inch mortars. 

Xhe enemy’s cannouade was instantly 
returned from the garrison; but our 
artUlevy bad orders to disre^rd their 
lines, aud' notice only the St. Carlos’s 
Jbattery,* which consequently soon 
slackened its fire. The miserable ami 
terrified inhabitants, who Just before 
were conjpwtulating each ofoer on the 
arrival of the fleet, now changed their 
exttltatioTi to sorrow, and flocked, old 
and youqg, itfon, women, and diUdreu, 
in the greatest confusion, to the south- 
ward!^ "leaving their property, oose- 
qured, to the mer <7 of the idlers. 
The-shells from the Su CarWs battery 
were directed stowards the New mule; 
the convoy/bowever, had been warned 
notco ancbffr withitt the rsftge of their 
.te; the shi|paiig, therefore, were not 
• • 


in the least molested. A settee was 
sank near the wateriug-taul^ and num- 
bers of shells fell on the R&A sands, and 
in the neighbourhood of Southport, 
wlflch added no little to the alarm ot 
the fh^tives ftom town. The enemy’s 
other batteries were chiefly directed to 
Willis’s, the lines, and particularly the 
ground upon which the troops were 
intended to have been encamps. Be- 
tween one and two o’clock their firing 
atiated, and in a abort time ceased. 
Of this fovourable cessation the inha- 
bitants availed themselves, to secure 
such valuable property as could be ex- 
pe^tiously removed; but the heavier 
articles, whidi the avarimous and hard- 
hearted hucksters had kept concealed 
in their stores, to bring fom in small 
quantities when the pncies snited, were 
all destroyed in the course of the bom- 
Itunlmerit. 

About five o’clock, the batteries of 
the cnemv again opened, and the firing 
coutinuco, withont intermission, the 
remainder of the day and the succeed- 
ing night. It did not, however, in- 
terrupt the disembarkation of the sup- 
plies. Five hundred men, with u pro- 
portion of officers, were ordered for 
that duty ; they were afterwarUs con- 
siderably augmented, and such was the 
labour and ailigencc of the garrison, 
that the stores were landed, with the 
assistance of the navy, in nine or ten 
days. Our casualties, on the 1 2tb, were 
but few; Lieutenant Boag, of the artil- 
lery, was wounded, also several non- 
commissioned officers and privates. 

The bombardment was contintted the 
13th, aud several soldiers were killed 
and wounded m their quarters. In the 
course of the day, 1 50 men were or- 
dered to remove ammunition to the 
magaaines on the hill, and an additional 
number to join the party employed in 
lauding the supplies. The 14th, the 
gun and mortar boats fired upon the 
shipping, but were soon obliged to 
retire, i^eral barges attended, hawing 
officers in them, who seemed to give 
directions how to . point their cannon 
Our batteries ceasdl firing this day, 
but the enemy’s ordnance wei^ kept 
going with great vivaci^« They ap- 
peared to have gqt the exact ra^ga of 
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the heights; even the KothI battery 
did not escape their shells. Ensign 
Martin ^ the 39th regiment was 
slightly wounded with splinters of 
stones. No arrangement ibr pladug 
the troops under shelter was yet known ; 
and the former distribution, given out 
in November, was totally overthrown 
by the extensive range of the enemy's 
fire. Ofiioers, however, whose quarters 
were damaged, received marquees from 
the public stores, to encamp at the 
southward ; and the distressed inhabit- 
ants were accommodated with tents. 

. It being remarked that the enemy’s 
fire considerably abated about noon, 
the governor ordered the town-guards 
to assemble at twelve o'dock; by 
which regulation less danmr was ap- 

S rehended in relieving we men on 
uty. The night pickets were like- 
wise ordered to occupy the casemates 
under the Grand battery, that they 
might be at hand to reinforce the 
noraem guards, in case of alarm. 
The total stren^ of the pickets, at 
this period, was 9 captains, 9 subal- 
terns, 9 Serjeants, 9 drummers^ and 
391 rank and file. The cause of the 
oessatiou in the enemy's fire at noon, 
arose from a custom, pretty general in 
Spain, and common, 1 belieTe, in most 
warm climates, that of indulg^g them- 
selves with a meridian nap. This 
luxury tlie Spaniards could not refiise 
themselves, even in war; and it wm 
invariably attended to during their 
future operations against Gibnutar.*^ 
Vice-Admiral Darby with the ships 
of war conrinued cruising in sight of 
the rook; the service nowever re- 
quiring dispatch in lauding the sup- 
plie^ne detatdied Rear-Admiral Sir 
John Lookart Ross to saperintend that 
duty in the bay; and the garrison 
fhti]m party was aumented to up- 
waw of a thousand men, besides 

* This will not appear so extraordinary 
when the reader ia informed that, daring the 
Inaurreetton of Madrid, In 17SS, the Insor- 
genta, aa mentioned by Mi^or Dalrymple, in 
nia ** Travela through Spain " regulaj'ly in< 
dttlged themaelvea vIKh their aiaata, and then 
returned to their Afferent plaoea of rendea* 
vouB. Their antagoniila did the fimei ao liiat 
there aeimed to be aaieepy eonvontion, Ibt a 
few hobia, every day, between the govem- 
meat and the mob. 


ofilcers. The evening of the 14th. thd 
enemy's shells were veiy profusely dis- 
tributed: some that did not burst we 
examined, and on drawing the fusfe 
found inflammable matter mixed with 
the powder: these combnstibles set fire 
to a wine-house in the green-market, 
near the Spanish church, and before the 
fire could be extinguished, four or five 
houses were bnmt to the ground. De- 
tachments fh>m tlie regiments and*, 
guards in town were immediately or- 
dered to quench the flames; but the 
enemy's cannonade became so brisk, 
that great conflision ensued. From 
this moment we may date tlie com- 
mencement of the irregularities into 
which, through resentment and intoxi- 
cation, the soldiers were betrayed. 
Some died of immediate intoxication, 
and several were with difficulty re- 
oovered, by oils and tobacco water, 
from a dangerous state of ebricty. 

Though riot and violence arc roost 
contrary to that spirit of regular dis- 
cipliue which should always prevail in 
military affairs, something may yet be 
urged m extenuation of toe conduct of 
the troops, which has been so piuob 
the subject of reprehension amongst 
the people interested. The extreme 
distress to which the soldiers had been 
reduced by the mercenary condnet of 
the hneksters and liqnoMealers, in 
hoarding, or rather concxaling their 
stocks, to enhance the price of what 
WHS exposed for sale, raised amongst 
the troops ^when they discovered* the 
^eat :|uanuties of various articles in 
toe private stores) a spirit df fbvenge. 
The first and second days they con- 
ducted themselves with great pro* 
prlety; but on the eve of the tmrd 
day, their discipline was overpowered 
by their inebriation, and ihrai that in- 
stant, regardless of punishment, or the 
entrsatieB of their offioert, th^ were ' 
guilty ^^of many and ezoestes. 

llie, enemy’s shdls soon IbrqpdopeD 
the secret reoesses of the meronanta, 
and the soldiers instantly availed them- 
selves of the opportuni^ to seise* updn 
Ae liquors, wm^ thbjr^oimveyea to 
haunts of Iheir own, in parties, 

they barrfbaded their qparters agahMt 
all opposen, and, inseosilfie of Muir , 
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'regaled thexnselVefr with the 
BpoilB. Sc’venil skirmislies occurred 
amotigst them, which, if not aeasonahly 
put a stop to by the inteHhreuoe of 
uiicers, might have ended in serious 
conseoueuoes. 

It aid not appear throi^h all tJteir 
intemperance tliat these irregularitiea 
arose ftom any cause so much as a 

r * it of revenge against the merchants. 

great quantity of liquor, &c., was 
wantonly destroyed ; and, in some 
cases, ineredible profusion prevailed. 
Among other instanees of caprice ami 
extravagance, I recollect seeing a party 
of soldiers roast a pig by afire made of 
cinnamon. The ofiendeis were at first 
confined and reprimanded, which the 
governor judged would have a greater 
effect than punishment; but on their 
relapsing a second time into the like 
disoiders, he was convinced his lenity 
was disreffurded, and he waa theretore 
oonipelled to use more rigorous mea- 
611 res. 

1 have thought proper to digi^ a 
little upon this subject, not in justifica- 
tion of the soldiers, but to acquaint the 
world with the truth, as some who 
havef related the occurrences of this 
period to their friend^ have omitted 
doing the garrison the justice to annex 
the account of their fonner hardship. 
Besides, had the troops been in tne 
highest dejgPee abstemious, the enemy’s 
fire woula soon have destroyed wliat 
was only the sooner consumed by their 
extii;avarace ; for the inhabitants were 
too much alarmed for the safoty of their 
own parsoits, to attend to the security 
of their effects. 

, 1 forgot to mention in its place that, 
previous to the bombardment, orders 
nad been given for removing the sick 
in.tQwn, when Uic •firing commenced : 
on the 13th, therefore, 3ie men were 
conveyed to the naval hospital at the 
8oaik^a|d. • ^ 

The 15th the bombardment was eon- 
tinuedVith jneater vivadtgr. Not con- 
fent with (uacharging their ordnance 
Tega1ar)y,tbey saluted us almost every 
instant with a volley of eight or ten 
cannon, besides mortars. Our batteries 
remained silent, and the guns at Willis’s 
^meci diawn* behind the merlons, to 


secure them anaiiist *he enemy's shot 
It was oliservea Uiey dii'ectod a great 
number of shells towards thmWomtig 
parade, and aliout the VictuullingKiffioe. 
in the morning the gun-boats again 
attacked the slups of war and trans- 
ports, and the navy returned a smart 
nre. About noon, Lieut. Hudworth of 
the 72nd regimen^ and Surgeon dies- 
holme of the fifith, were wounded by 
a splintier of a shell at the door of a 
northern casemate in the King's bastion. 
The former was dangorousTy scalped, 
and the latter hud onefoot taken of!', and 
the other leg broken, besides a wound in 
the knee, llie troops in town, in the 
affembon began to encamp at the south- 
ward, and to be Tcgularly distributed 
amongst the casemates in town. The 
following was the arrangoment To 
the llaiioverians were allotted the 
bomh>proofi{ under the grand hatter^ , 
occupied by the pickets, which iu con- 
sequence remove to Lendport gate- 
way and Prince of Hesse's casemate. 
The Pith, 39th, and 50th regiments 
were ordered to possess Montague's 
casemate with the Gallsy-honse and 
Waterport gateway : those who could 
not be accommodated in these quarters, 
encamped above the SouUi barracks 
and Navy hospital, on the declivity of 
the hill: the 72nd regiment totally 
withdrew into the King's bastion, and 
the 5Bth and 73rd regiments remained 
in the South barracks: the artillery 
and engineers were disposed of on the 
same plan. Several days elapsed before 
the troops were properly settled. The 
ground on which tbev encamped was 
very steep and rugged: it was neces- 
sary therefore to level it into tenaces, 
for the men to pitch their tents. The 
regimental stores were also to be re- 
moved, and other duties of a similar 
nature executed, before the troops could 
be considered as properly established. 

The gun-boats attackra the shii^ng 
on the 16th, and endeavoured to molest 
the parties employed in landing the 
provUioDs; but a line-of-l)attle slfip 
and two frigates soon obliged them to 
retire. In the cotbse of the day the 
women and children who had taken 
refiige with their lu]stNUid)i and friends 
in the casemates iu town, wete ordered 
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to remove and encamp at the south- 
ward. Though this order, from mo- 
tives of hninanitjr, was not strictly en- 
forced, yet it greatly relieved the men, 
and 111 a measure removed our appre- 
hensions of some infectious disorder 
being generated from their crowded 
and confined situation in the bomb- 
proof casemates. The officers were 
under the necessity of participating 
'with the men in tliese unpleasant ac- 
cominodatioiis : their presence, how- 
ever, prodneed this beneficial conse- 
quence, that they often prevented the 
men from indulging in those excesses, 
into which otherwise th^ undoubtedly 
would have entered. The same day 
the Queen's lines, Main, New mole, 
and Kosia guards, were ordered to be 
captain's guards. 

The enemy on the 17th first reached 
the rock gun with shot from the seven- 
gun battery. Colonels Ross, Grceti, 
and Picton were appointed the same 
da^ to rank as brigadiers; and Captain 
Wilson of the 72Dd regiment, Lieute- 
nant Holloway of the enmneei^ and 
Captain Picton of the 1 2th regiment, 
were appointed tlieir brigade-majors. 
Two field-officers, with a captain ft'orn 
each regiment, and one subaltern fbr 
every fifty men, were ordered also to 
8np?riiiteiid the disembarkation of pro- 
visions. In the aReriiooii the shells of 
the besiegers «ft fire to the stores in 
the Spanish church. Parties were in- 
stantly detached from tlie main guard, 
72nd regiment, and other corps in town, 
to removo the provisions. The lien- 
tenaut-governoi\wi^ his aides-de-camp 
was present, encouraging the men to 
perform this duty with expedition. The 
enemy’s fire at &i8 time was remark- 
ably spirited; nevertheless, the greater 
part was saved by the activity of the 
prties. Many ensks of flour were 
Drought into the King’s bastion, and 

5 lied as temporary traverses befoi’e the 
oors of the southern casemates, in 
which several persons had been killed 
and wounded in bed. These traverses, 
however, did not continue long ; for 
the men, when ihf spoils in the town | 
became scarce, considered those barrels 
which the eneiuy’s shot had pierced as 
lawful prises. The oonteiits were soon 


scooiied out and Med into pftiioaJt<^ 
a dish which they were very experi hi 
cooking ; and the npper casloi, wanting 
support finm below, gave way, and the 
whole came to the ground. Though 
the flour by this means was in a grvat 
measure lost to government, yti the 
number of accidents which these tra- 
verses prevented, greatly overbalanced 
the valne of the article. Traverses of 
another nature were afterwards erected 
in their room. 

The gun-boats, on the 16th, fired 
again upon the shipping and men-of- 
war cruising in the bay. The Minerva 
and Monsieur frigates had several men 
dangerously wounded; and foe Non- 
such had her roast crippled. The navy, 
after this attack, no longer considered 
tliese boats in the same (fespicable light 
as on their first entrance into the bay. 
In the course of the day a shell fell 
through the arch of the Galley-house, 
whore part of the •39fo and some of the 
12th regiments were quartered ; it 
killed two and wounded four privates. 
In consequence of this unexpected 
casualty the troops removed thence, 
and joined their regiments at the south- 
ward. ' 

Our batteries, ^ecially at WilHs’a 
by this time exhibited a very disor- 
derly and miuous appearance. The 
ordnance had been withdrawn when the 
artillery ceased to fire : but^ihe merlons 
were now considerably damaged, and 
8(ime of the cannon dismounted and 
injured. The lines were also nearly 
choked up with loose stones and rub- 
bish, brought down by the«shot foom 
the rock above; the traverses along 
the IWe wall were greatly ihjiired;. 
and the town, particularly at foe north- 
ward, approached day toward 

complete demolition. The engipeen, 
however, were ordered to j^pare ma- 
teriais for repairing foe Queen’s hub , 
tery at IFillis’s; and parties ^ work 
men were employed in carrying up 
flrom below sand-bags and ofoe/'il^i 
sites for that purpose. New traverses 
were likewise begtm along foe diflbis 
ent oommnnioaitiaiis, higher, stronger, 
and at shorter distanoes than the old 
ones. > s ^ * 

The gnn-boats renewed foifor attoek^ 
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the .19tlCi on the sliipi^w but wer«3 
toon obliged to rntrest in, die coarse 
of the day the terrace etoarhonse was 
set on Are. The camp-eqaipoge of the 
fijOTrison being in an adjacent honae, 
parties the regiments in town 
were ordered to remove them with the 
greatest expedition. The men gene- 
rally received some gratuity fioni the 
TOvemor for these hasardons duties. 
The following day, the snpplies being 
* landed, the fleet in the evening pre- 
pared to return to the westward. Be- 
fore they weighed, their good friends 
the gun-boats gave them a Mrting 
salute, and did some damage. By six 
o'clock the whole were under way. 
Many merchantmen, freighted wi&i 
merchandise and articles much wanted 
in the garrison, returned with their 
cargoes ; the merchants refosing to 
take them on accoimt of the bombard- 
ment. Great numbers of the inhabit- 
ants and officers* fomilles likewise 
embraced this opportunity of leaving 
the garrison. 

The impatience of the British admi- 
ral to disembark the supplies, that be 
might not lose the opportunity of the 
easterly wind to retarn from the Medi- 
terranean, had pre>'ented the ^rrison 
foom unloading the colliers that had 
arrived with the fleet^ these ships were 
therefore scuttled in the New mole to 
be di8cbargf*d%tleisut%w The ordnance 
transports were also ordeled within the 
boom for the same purpose.' In the 
course of the 2uth, the Victualling- 
office was on fire for a short time ; and 
$X n)ght*tho town was on fire in fonr 
different places ; but the public stores 
b^g safe, no attempts were made to 
extinguish the flames. 

The enemy's cannonade and bom- 
bardment continued %til] very brisk. 
The 2lBt, forty-two rounds were nnm- 
bered in two minutes, between six and 
eight o*clo<yt. The garrison flagstaff 
on the Grand batteiy was so much in- 
jaredl^Mielr fire, that the upper part 
wae obliged to be cut off; and the 
oohmra; or'rather the glorious remains, 
were nailsd t3 Ae stump* The even- 
ing of Ae 29fid, the combustible mat- 
ter in Aeir sRells setting fir^to some 
flweinai al; WatAiXHt, lAeut. Caimhig- 


ham, of Ae 39 A regiment, w'as wounded 
in extinguishing Aem, The flite of 
this young gentleman ini^%e con- 
sider&l as extraordinary. On examin- 
ing Ae wonnd, which was in Ae head, 
It appeal^ so trifling Aat Ae surgeon 
judgm his skull unhurt; and his seem- 
ing recovery cNmfirmed Ae opinion. 
Sometbingmore Aan a fortnight elapsed 
when he complained of a pain in his 
head : he immediately took to his bed, 
and in a Aort time expired. After hia 
decease a cocisideEaldc counter-foacture 
was discovered, wiA a quantity of ex- 
travasBted blood encircling the brain. 

The gun and mortar boats, on the 
2Srd, flr^ upon onr parties ranging 
Ae provisions at Ae sonAward. 260 
shot and 40 shells were discharged, 
several of which fell about the camp 
and powdcp-magazines. The wife of u 
Bohlicr of Ae 68A regiment was killed 
behind Ae South bamcka, and seve> 
ral men wounded. The bomliardment 
foom the lines was now in some de- 
gree aliated, in consequence of their 
itaticries being shaken and injured by 
Aeir constant cannonade. We 
observed during Ais day a number of 
mules, wiA carts, bringing materials 
to the line to repair them. Our ar- 
tillery at night annoyed them 'with a 
fow rounds fnm. Ae batteries above 
Willis's. 

The 24th, a shell fell at Ae door 
of a casemate, under the souA flank of 
Ae King^s b^ion, a£bd wounded four 
men wiAin Ae bomb-proof. Tliis case- 
mate had been appropriated as a pow- 
der magazine for Ae bastion, ana Ae 
powder had only been removed to the 
opposite casemate a few days previous 
to this Bccideut. In Ae aflemooii a 
soldier of tlie 12th iH^giment deserted 
from Landport guard, in cdnsequence 
of which Ac town guards were ordered 
to aoMunble the subsequent day at tu’o 
o’clock p. M. The enemy, howevmv 
not increasing Aeir fire as was ex- 
pected, Ae gi^ards aftcrwardi^ mounted 
at the usual tune. 

The garrison orden^of the 26A egt- 
pressed, that any aoldftr, co&v}cte4 of 
being drunk or asleep upon hU post or 
found marauding, SMold be mntedi^ 
executed. These meienm 
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gorous as they may appear, were be- 
come absolutely necessary, and, in 
reality, ^ad been too long deferred. 
The soldiers were now arrived at so 
high a pitch of licentiousness, that no 
respect was paid to their officers, and 
scarci'ly olieuience to them even when 
on duty. Such behaviour, if not curbed 
in tiiius t(X> commonly induces very 
serious consc(iuences. At tlie same 
time that this order was issued, tlie 
regiments quartered at the southward 
were commanded, in case of alarm, to 
assemble in two lines on the lied sands, 
the Hritish in front, and the Hano- 
verian brigade in the iwar. The troops 
in town had their stations likewise 
allotted them. 

In the afternoon of the 27th, a con- 
voy of 20 victuallers, utidcr charge of 
4 mgates and the Fortnne sloop, ar- 
rived in thirteen days from Minorca. 
It now appeared that the goyemor did 
not entirely depend on receiving suc- 
cours ftom England, but thought it 
prudent to obtain supplies from other 
quarters, lest any accident should pre* 
vent Uie Hritish fleet arriving in ame 
to his relief. Thus determined to pro- 
vide against fortuitous events, he nad 
secretly ordered provisions to be pur- 
chasi*d fi'om the prizes taken in the 
Mediterranean, and carried into Port 
Mahon, and shipped on board vessels 
that were hired for that piiipose. Cap- 
tain Curtis, of the Hrilliaiit frigate, had 
the charge of this valuable convoy; 
and the success attending the enterprise 
demonstrates with what secreepr it hod 
oeeu conducted. They were ignorant 
of Admiral Darby having been in the 
Mediterranean, and were agreeably sur- 
prised to find ft'om the enemy no oppo> 
sition to their entrance. 

The provisions thrown in by the 
British admiral were not yet stored; 
nor had they any farther protection 
against the weather than a covering of 
canvas, formed from the sails of the 
colliers that were ran ashore in the 
New mole. Under these unavoidable 
circumstanoes, ilwas peculiarly unfor- 
tunate that thw rains at this period 
should lie unusually heavy, and of 
long continuance. The troops also 
were veiy material sufierers firom this 


inclemency of the weather. The^nga, 
that poured down in torrents ftom the 
fiice of the hill, soon broke down the 
loose hanks of earth raised to cover 
their tent^ which, being pitched eon 
the declivity of the hill, were swept 
away by the force of the stream ; aim 
thus the fotigued soldier, who scarcely 
was one night out of three in bed, was 
freqneutly exposed at midnight to a 
deluge of rain. These misfortuiieSf 
however, taught them to provide against 
such future accidents; and in a few 
months, after some labour and atten- 
tion, their quarters were more comfort- 
able and secure. 

The remainder of the month was 
remarkable for excessive rains, at- 
tended with most dreadful thunder and 
lightning, which, during the nigl^ in 
adilition to the Are from the enemy, 
had an awfol and tremendous effect. 
The bombardment continued warm and 
well supported ; but the enemy did not 
appear to have any particular ol^cct. 
In the early part of the day they flu 
general firra pretty smartly: about 
noon tlieir batteries slackened, and 
from twelve till .two o'clock alm<»st 
totally ceased: after two they Recom- 
menced, and persevered till the suc- 
ceeding meriaiaii. During the night 
they directed their Are pnncipally to 
the heights and lines, as probably they 
had information, by th^ last deserter, 
that we employed, every night, parties 
to clear and repair those works. 

The morning of the .30th w§ dis- 
covered the gun and mortar boats ap- 
proaching the garrison : they ifxiltthmr 
stations off the town to avoid the fire 
from the frigates, and varied very litij^e • 
from their former attacks. Five shot 
landed on Windmill-hill, which was es- 
teemed a remarkably long range, . We 
returned a brisk and well-directed fire ; 
and they retired. It was remarked ftiat 
the land batteries wei^ in^a measure 
silent during their stay. In the even- 
ing a Hanoverian, wifti somfi bdiers, 
was detected marauding in a store : ^e 
party was given in eham to a sen^, 
out me former attempteira escape : the 
sentry called to him to Stop^ otherwise 
he would fire ; and cm Ms not ocmimly<« 
ing with the order, thekeptiy Hut una 
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im/X on tlu^ spot. A geneml return of 
casi^ties, &c, fi>r every month, is in* 
serted at the coneltuiou. 

Early on the 2nd of May, two set- 
teft arrived from AlglerB, laden with 
^eep, wine, and brandy. Tlie enemy 
now seemed to have given up the idea 
of blockading ns to a surrender. Mo 
oniisers had been observed out since 
the departure of Admiral Darby. In 
, evening a shell firom the garrison 
fell upon me eastern traverse, in the 
St Carlos’s battery, under which was 
their magariiie, and, communicating 
with the powder, blew it up^ The 
explosion was not loud; but the da- 
mage was so very considerable tliat 
the ordnance were sileut for several 
days. Our artillery annoyed the enemy 
greatly during their conliision, thougn 
they kept up a brisk discharge iVom 
the lines, at the rate of 250 rounds an 
hour. The day following, Lieut. Wil- 
lington, of the artillery, was wounded 
at Willis’s. The 0th, a soldier of the 
58th regiment was executed on the 
Grand parade, at the door of the store 
where he was detected plundering. 
His l^y hung till sunset, as an ex- 
an^e m other ofieuders. 

The enemy's cannonade and bom- 
bardment continued to bo wide and 
scattered, apparently having no par- 
ticular object. Shells were yet la- 
vishly expeiftled ; and, what was very 
singular, many of tliose which fell 
blind, contained, on cxamioatimi, a 
vast quantity of sand mixed with the 
powder. We could not otherwise ac- 
count fiir this unusual circumstance, 
than by supposing the powder was 
■ stolen tiheir people in the labora- 
tories. Other shmls still scattered, on 
their explosion, combustible matter, 
whicbv setting fire t<f the loose timber 
and wood, dispersed amongst the rains 
lof the* town, greatly endangered the 
king’s stoms a% magastnes. TEis in- 
duced ^ governor, on the 6th, to 
publSh a placard, signifyioff to the 
inhabitants that such matnials of this 
aBtars as were not removed out of the 
xeacb of the*eflemy’s fire, would be 
converted to the king's use. The 
morning of t»e 7th, the ga&%Dd mor- 
tir boots fired upon the town and the 
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New mole : they stayed about an hour, 
and then retirra. We letugned up- 
wards of 400 rounds with great vt* 
vacity, which greatly displeased the 
governor : ** There would be no end," 
he said, of expending ammunition if 
we flr^ every time they came, and 
while th^ were at so great a distance : 
m fiiture" he ordered **no notice to 
be taken of the gun-boats, unless they 
approached witmn the distance of 
m.’’ Tim 8th, Captain Fowlis, of 
78rd, was wounded in the lines. 

The enemy’s fire was now more 
regular: we no longer experienced 
the sudden fits that had induced them 
to discharge a whole battery at a 
volley : it amounted about this time, 
upon an average, to 1500 rounds in the 
twenty-four hours. The Ptii, Lieut. 
Lowe, of the 12th regiment, a superin- 
tendent of the worktng^parties, lost 
his leg by a shot, on the slope of the 
hill under the castle. He saw the 
shot before fhe fktal effect, but was 
fascinated to the spot. This sudden 
arrest of the faculties was not uncom- 
mon: several instances occurred to 
roy own observation, where men to- 
tally free have had their' senses so 
engaged by a shell in its descent, that, 
though sensible of their danger, even 
so fur as to cry for assistance, they 
have been immediately fixed to tlic 
place. But what is more remarkable, 
these men have so instantaneously re- 
covered tbcniselves on its fall to the 
ground, as to remove to a place of 
safety betbre the shell Imrst. The 
gun and mortar boats repeated their 
visit on the llth, but fin*d from so 
respectfbl a distance that scarcely a 
^ot came ashore. Our batteries were 
manned ; nevertheless, not a gun was 
returned. Lieutenant Thornton, of the 
12th remment, was wounded tlie same 
day with splinters of stones, thrown up 
by a shot which grased betwixt hm 




'he buildings iu town at this time 
exhibited a most dreadful picture of 
the efiSsets of so animated a bombard-* 
ment Scarcely a hoobe, north of the 
Grand parade, was tenantatfie; all of 
them were deserted. Some fie^, near 
Southport, continoed to he infaahtted 



76 HISTOM 

by Boldltirs* families; bat in general 
the floors and roofs were destroyed, 
and the Vails onl v were left standing. 
The governor and lieateuant-govemor, 
however, maintained their qaariera, 
having parties constantly employed in 
repairing the damage. Botli had bomb- 
proofs ; and the former afterwards had 
a large tent pitched on a rifling situ- 
ation south of the lied sands, where, 
with his suite, he generally remained 
during the day, returning at night to 
town ; but the lieutenant-governor con- 
stantly resided in town, having accom- 
modations in the King’s bastion. 

The evening of the 12th, the gun and 
mortar boats fired upon the garrison 
from off the Old mole, seconded by a 
very warm fire from their laud bat- 
teries. Several shells fi'om the former 
ranged us high as the' Signal -hoo^, 
and some fell over the rocki They dis- 
charged 180 shot and 46 shells, and 
then retired, tlirowiiig up the usual 
signal of a rocket from each boat. 
Though our batteries were manned, 
the garrison remained silent. About 
the Idtbj and for a few succeeding 
days, tlie enemy’s shells were directed 
for an unusual long range. One fell on 
the forecastle of a collier in tlie New ; 
mule, and pierced both decks, but did 
not burst. Two fell amongst the pro- 
visions on the New mole parade, and 
another in the middle yard of the 
South barracks ; a splinter of the latter 
flew to tlie Navy hospital. The 14th, 
a shell fell into the Small armoury, 
near Southport, but fortunately did 
little injury, 'The 17th, the Jews* syn- 
agogue and other buildings were burnt 
down. The following day, a shell from 
our upper batteries blew up the guard- 
room in the place iTames of Fort Bar- 
bara. Our engineers were at this time 
employed every night in clearing tlie 
works, filling up^ shell-holes, and re- 
pairing the glacis and traverses at 
Waterport. The enemy's fire at this 
period seldom exceed^ a thousand 
rounds in the course of 24 hours r their 
batteries were ^ch riiakeu with the 
firing, and pelties were constantly 
bringing supplies of ammunition to the 
lines, and different materials for the 
repair of their works. 
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An attempt was made by the 
on the 19th, to cut off a polacre 
calfUed near Europa Point; but, a 
breeze springing up, she escaped. 'The ' 
gun-hoats soon after came out, afjia- 
rcntly witli an intention of a^'enging 
this affront; but, the wind fi’eshenmg, 
they returned. The cannonade from 
the enemy was now principally directed 
at our upper batteries. *J'he rock guq, 
mounted on the summit of the northern, 
front, was become as warm, if not 
warmer, than any other battery ; and 
scarcely a day passed without som? 
casualucs at that. post. The gim an.t. 
mortar boats, early in the morning of 
the 20th, repeated their attack on the 
garrison and shipping. They were 
arranged in two divisions, those to the 
northward directing their fire towards 
the King’s bastion and Southport, hut 
most of their shells broke on the face 
of the rock ; whilst the southward divi- 
sion annoyed the shipping and camp. 
Their usual signal for retiring was 
made about a quarter post three o’clock. 
Ou this occasion we returned a few shots 
from the town batteries. 

At the commencement of tl^ bom- 
bardment, the out-guards of l^y-side 
and Lower Forbeses had been with- 
drawn from tliose barriers, and w 
officer's guard stationed every night in 
the F15cbe, a work erected near the 
Inundation at the foot* of Landport 
glacis. Ou the morning of the 2l6t, 
file sentries at this post observed a man 
advancing, with great circumspection, 
along the causeway : instead of answer- 
ing when challenged, he ^immediately 
dropped. Xiieut. Wetham, of the 58tii 
regiment, the officer on duty, suspect- 
ing he came to reommoitre, instantly, 
with the seijeant, went out to seize 
him ; but the mdn rising, he punned, 
and was within a very short distance 
of securing him, when he fell* into a 
sheU^ole near Bay-side, and the man 
escaped. It was imagined timt curio- 
sity had prompted him tomake'^^ial of 
the alertness of our sentries. His hat, 
which tell off* in Ms retreat, his fireldck 
with bayonet, and pofle^ filled with 29 
rounds of ammunition, were hung on 
the palfiftdes of the Imitier, taA wm 
afterwards brought in. . ^ ^ 
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^larly en the mondjig of the SlSnd, a 
splinter of a shell, wbu£ fell and hurst 
on the Church battery, ranged upwards 
of 200 ^rds. and cutting the ledden 
' ap|(ni of the morninp-gun on the South 
bastion, fired it ofif. This singular cir- 
cumstance, happening some hours be- 
tbre daybreak, not a little surprised 
those who heard the report, and were 
ignorant of the cause. Our fire was 
now increased to about 150 rounds 
*in the 24 hours, the enemy's parties 
being engaged in repairing the lines 
of approach. Tlieir cannonade, on the 
contrary, was reduced, upon an average, 
to fi50 roundSk 

The night of the 2*^1, the gun end 
mortar bmts renewed their attack upon 
the camp, which, in its consequences, 
was more dreadfUI than any we had 
hitherto ex|)erieuced. The silence ob- 
served by the garrison during their 
preceding visits emboldened tl^m, on 
this occasion, to advance so near that 
we could distinctly hear their officers 
give orders to the men, who frequently 
cried out to us, in S^nish, to take 
care." During the first and second 
rounds, the shells fill over Windmill- 
hill into the sea ; bn| this mistake they 
soon rectified, and the attack became 
excessively smart. Two shells fell 
within tiie Hospital-wall, and a shot 
passed through the roof of one of the 
pavilions. Assheli fell in a house in 
Hardy-town, and killed Mr. Israel, a 
very respectable Jew, with Mra. Tour- 
ale, a female relation, and his clerk. 
Anotfier, from the St. Carlos's liattery, 
fell into, a house near Sonth-shed, in 
which were fifteen or sixteen persons: 
the ^ell burst, but all escaped, except 
a 'child whose mother had experienced 
a similar fete some time before. A sol- 
dier of the 72nd regiipent was killed in 
his by a shot ; and a Jew butcher 
was equally unfortunate. In all, seven 
Vere killra, agd twelve or tlgrteen 
woimded. *llie silence of the garrison, 
wheik.tlK destructive effects of this 
attack were publicly known, caused 
gilihit jBeccet discontent amongst the 
soldiers ; and qnq|i representations were 
made to the governor, that he ordered 
the artillery to return their Jre when 
tiipy repeated their virit 


The evening of the 27th, the ongi* 
iieers, with a strong party, repiiired me 
Queen's battery (Willib s). The new 
merlons were raisM with saml-bags on 
the base of the old ones, and the whole 
was completed liefure moniing gun- 
fire. The following day, a squadron 
of Russian men-of-war passed mrough 
the Straits to the west Whilst they 
remained in sight, the enemy increased 
their fire upon the garrison. The same 
day arriveu the General Murray pri- 
vateer and a polacre from Minorca, 
with wine, brandy, lemons, and salt; 
and in the evening, the Enterprise fri- 
gate, with 1 7 ordnauce-Bhips and trans- 
fiorts, sailed for England. The enemy 
discovered them they quitted 

the bay, and repeated their siranls to- 
wards Cadiz. llic garrison flag-staff, 
on the Grand battery, was now so mu- 
tilated, and the flag so much torn by 
the enemy's shot, tlmt it became neces- 
sary to erect a new otic, which 
done the night of the 28th; and it 
served to engage the attention of the 
enemy in the succeeding day's firing. 

The morning of the 29th, two British 
fri^tes, the Flora and Crescent, which 
had conveyed the Minorca ordnance- 
ships to Mimon, appeared fitim the east. 
CapUPeere Williams, in tlie former, stotal 
towards tlie bay ; and lieing informed 
by Capt. Curtis that the Enterprise had 
sailed the preceding evening, put about 
and followed his consort, the Crescent, 
which was tlien chasing two vessels, 
apparently Dutchmen, under the Bur- 
bary shore ; and soon affei they disap- 
peared, we heard a cannonade to the 
west, which most likely proceeded 
feom the ensuing engagement, as we 
afterwards learnt that the shitis cliased 
were Dutch frigates.* At noon the 
same day, two artificers were excented 
at the White Convent in Irish Town, 
for marauding ; and the following day, 
one of the 58th suffered for the same 


* Captain WiHismii, in this action, took his 
opponent ; but the Crescent, from some na- 
fortunate ncoldenfa, waX compel led to for- 
render to her adversary.V Hie Crescent was, 
however, retaken Ity tli' Plnra i but being 
greatlv damageil, both she and the Floral 
vriae aftenvarda fcU a pr-y to some Pimeh 
crnisers. 
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offence. The Slat, in the erening, a 
ship under Kagusan colonrs, attempt- 
ing to get round Europa Point to pro- 
ceed to Algezlras, was driven under 
our rails, and obliged to come in. She 
was laden with wheat and barley, bound 
firom Barcelona to Cadiz; and her cargo 
was condemned as a lawiVil prize. 

The enemy’s bombardment was con- 
siderably abated towards the close of 
the month. 'I'heir objects for some 
time were the upper batteries, and par- 
ticularly the Royal batter}% whence 
they were greatly incommoded, lliey 
often attem{>ted to reach Landport and 
the lines with heavy grape from the 
advanced mortars, but it seldom ran^d 
ihrther than the Inundation. Our 
en^neers, notwithstanding their fire, 
continued making such rej^irs as the 
enemy’s cannonade rendered necessary. 

About two o’clock, on the morning 
of the 1st of June, the gun and mortar 
bouts saluted us as usual, and wounded 
three or four men : they were in three 
divisions. VVe retunied the fire from 
difierent batteries between King’s bas- 
tion and Buena Vista. During this 
attack an incident happened which 1 
will beg leave to insert. A soldier, 
rambling almut the town, accidentally 
found, in the ruins of a house, several 
watches and other articlesof value, of 
which he immediately made prize; but 
how to secrete them aflerwaras was a 
subject that required the utmost reach 
of his invention. He was sensible he 
could not secure them in his quarters, 
as every soldier of bis regiment was 
examined on his return to his bomb- 
proof from dulv. He resolved, there- 
fore, on a singufar expedient. Taking 
out the wad which served as a tompion 
to a gun on the King's bastion, he 
lodged hisjprize, which was tied in his 
handkerchief, ns fkr as he could leac^ 
within the gun, and put the wad in its 
former place. In times of peace he 
could not have devised a better reposi- 
tory ; but, unfortunateljr, the gun-boats 
coming the same evening (whilst he 
was fart asleep px his casemate, not 
apprehending anf danger to his secreted 
treasure), tms richly loaded giin was 
one of the first that was discharged at 
ho enemy, and the fimndation of his 


future greatness was dispersed in 
instant 

The enemy’s* cannonade, in the be- 
ginning of June, decreased to about 
500 rounds in the 24 hours: the 
King’s, or Black battery (as it was 
called by the garrison), with the two 
fourteen-gun totteriea in their lines, 
were now silent. 

The morning of the 3rd the gun- 
boats repeated their visit about tbg» 
same time as before. In this attack 
2 seijeants, of the 12th and 58th regi- 
ments, were killed,' and 2 privates 
wounded : man^ shells fell among the 
tents of the difierent regiments, and 
two shot in the hospital-yard. A cor- 
poral, going witli the relief at l.and* 
port, bad the muzzle of his firelock 
closed, and the barrel twisted like a 
French honi, by a shell, without injury 
to his person. We returned the fire 
iVom the town batteries, hoping by that 
means to direct their attention from 
our camp. The 4tb, the governor 
commemorated the anniversary of his 
Majesty’s birthday, by a salute at noon 
of 23 cannon, and 43 mortars, being 
the number of ordnance that bore on 
the St Carlos’s battery. Thefire^gan 
at the Rock mortar, seconded by tho 
Old mole, and so on from right to left 
till the whole were dischi^ged: the 
enemy, indulging themselves, as usual, 
with a rterta, did not immediately 
return 'Our fire ; but in tne early part 
of the day they had made the town 
pretty warm, and fired twice or thrice 
through the royal standard. 

In tiie course of the 4th, a tartan 
was taken coming in frolb 'east: 
the crew, however, escaped to the sar- 
rison in their boat. A Spanish squamron 
of 2 line-of-batde ships, 3 xebeqnes^ 
and 8 bomb-ketches, also arrived the 
same day at Ajgeziras, from 'aloft 
With this reinforcement, their naval 
force Jiefore Gibraltar, amounted to X 
ships m the line, 5 xebeque#, 2 ketches^ 
several half-galleys and anued vessels, 
with 15 or 16 gun and mortar boots. 
These latter, were become so ibrtiye tljol 
we could never promiM ouraehres a 
night’s repose without being disturbed 
by a cqpuonade; andethw attaeks 
were more vexatioos tan thniwpeMi 
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Wily of being abl« to retnltatOr became 
^presea^ to US 90 email au object. 
Whenover tbe alarm was given of their 
approach, which was generally a little 
■after midnight, the southern part of 
the^ock was in immediate Commotion. 
Their effects had been found so de- 
structive, that all were upon the look- 
out : the tioops were ordered from 
tlieir tents, to places where they were 
ijpvered from me shot ; but the shells 
.were directed into tlie most sequestered 
recesses. Such was the terror of the 
miserable inhabitants, that many of 
them fled uearly nak^ to the remote 
parts of the rock ; and even here tliey 
could scarcely deem ilioinselves secure : 
in short, no scene could be more de- 
plorable than that of their distress on 
these occasions. 

The enemy's bombardment from the 
land was still continued with little 
vai'iatiou: they appeared, indeed, to 
have 110 other object than the expendi- 
ture of ammunition. In their camp, 
large parties were constantly bringing 
brushwood tor fascines from the couti- 
ti^ ; and others were employed in 
disembarking stores from small vessels 
which ^were daily arriving from all 
quarlen. 

The 9th, we were alarmed with Uie 
blowing-up of one of the enemy's maga- 
ziuesp situated at a small distance from 
the Catalonian camp to the west of the 
Queep of Spain's Chair. The different 
explosions mat succeeded the first resem- 
ble a continual roil of fire like repeated 
volleys of musketi^ ; fiom which cir- 
comstance we conjectured that it was 
their rep^tdly for live shells and fixed 
ammnnition. Their drums immedi- 
‘ Bteljr beat to arms ; and the whole army, 
cousisfiDg of thirteen battalions besides 
cavalry, assembled in front of the camp. 
Parties were instantly detached; hut 
the splinters of tbe sh^s kept them for 
some time at a considerable distance. 
'Die sheUsyshov^ver, at length lEased 
to diimlq^: they advancea, and re- 
Biovea powder, &c. from a neighbour- 
nutgazine to a place southward of 
firs ; where, meeting afterwards in 
great numbei|, ftnir aitilleiy endea- 
voured to iwh them with a large 
shell firom mQis’g; but the^distanoe 


was beyond tlie range of a sea-mortar. 
Prom the long eouuiiuunoe and succes- 
sive loud reports it was tliougjlit tlicjf 
must have sustained great loss, not only 
of ammunition, but of men, os toe 
splinters were seen, with glasses, to 
range much fiuthcr than the spot 
where the detachment first assembled ; 
and remarkable ecouomjf was after- 
wards observed in the article of shells. 
The following day, a line-of-liattlc 
ship, proceeding from Point Mala to 
the eastward, was fired upon from the 
garrison, and obliged to put about and 
anchor at Algeziras. A flag of truce 
came the day after to the New mole, to 
know the cause of our firing upon her, 
being a Neapolitan man-of-war. The 
governor ^wered* that the first shot 
was to bring her to; which she not 
obeying, every succeeding one was fired 
to sink her. The night of the lltli, 
the guti and mortar boats* according to 
custom, bombarded toe camp, killed a 
childp and wounded a woman. They 
retired much sooner tlian usual ; which 
we attributed to their having received 
some damage, us our graiie was heard 
to strike them. We returned 90 
rounds of various kinds. Their land 
batteries, during toe attack, directed 
their fire principally towards the King's 
bastion, and along toe line-wall in town, 
whence, they oltferved, we for some 
time past generally fired when the^ 
came over. The 14th being the anm* 
versary of Corpus Christi, tbe festival 
was noticed by the enemy's shipping 
with the usual .flags of decoration, and 
the customary salutes : repeated volleys 
were likewise discharged from the lines ; 
which, being, uoexnected on our side, 
killed and wounded several. 

Though their bombardment in gene- 
ral, at this period, scarcely exceed 
450 roonds in 24 hours, yet the bat- 
teries at Willis's, notwithstanding the 
recent repairs, were again greatly da- 
maged. The enemy's shot, thou^ 
finri at so great a distance, ft^uenffy 
pierced seven solid feet of sand-bag 
work. Toobriate th^ stro^ wooden 
ftamei, called catssonsVere oonstraeted 
of toe same dimensionr as the merlons ; 
which, when well rammed with clay, 
and covered in flront and mi tip 
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with junk cut in lengths ibr the pur- 
pose, were expected to resist better than 
the temipranr repairs that had been 
done during the severity of the enemy's 
fire. The enemy also adopted me 
same mode in capping the merlons of 
Fort St. liarbara. 

A flag of truce, on the 1 5th, informed 
us that two sliips had been captured 
leaving the garrison, and that the pri- 
soners were ready to be sent in. The 
Fortune sloop, in consequence, the next 
day brouglit over 141 English and 
Jews, men, women, and children. It 
was remarked that the enemy the preced- 
ing day continued their bombardment 
during the flag of truce ; but a strict 
cessation was observed this day, owing, 
as we imagined, to some represen- 
tations. We observed, on the 20th, 
a new camp of 1 12 tents in the rear of 
Harcelo's batte^, north of Algoziras. 
The day following, Montague's nastion i 
was opened on the enerov, as parties | 
were repairing the St Carlos's battery. 

The bombardment now decreased j 
daily. The fire of the enemy was 
chiefly directed to our upper batteries, i 
(br tlte town was almost a heap of i 
ruins : they sometimes threw a lonp 
ranger ; but these shells seldom did 
any injury. The night of the 24th, 
the giiu-lmts fired upon the camp, but 
at such a distance, that little damage 
was received, though tb^ expended 
400 shot and 70 shells. We returned 
88 rounds, principally small shells, 
whose fiises were so aocurat^ cut, as 
to break just over the boats. Ine 27th, 
we observed another encampment (ca- 
pable of quartering two battalions) at 
the tower between the river Palmones 
and Algeziras. Many were of opinion 
that this camp, with that at Boroelo’s 
liattery, was occupied by militia. The 
gun and mortar b^ts again bombarded 
our camp about midnight for two 
hours: tney tiien made their usual 
signal, and as we imagined, were gone 
bmik ; but soon after, they returned, 
and, recommencing a brisker fire than 
before, killed ai^ wounded 12 or 14, 
the greatest nuimr of which were of 
the 39th regiment This was the most 
important Toss which our troops had 
yet experienced from t^e gun-boats; 
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but we oondnded ourselves, in some 
defxoe fortunate in not sufienng indfe 
considerably ; as most of the regiments, 
imagining the bombardment over for 
the night, were in bol when they re- ' 
turned. * 

The disagreeable and frequent repe- 
tition of these attacks prompted the 
governor to adopt, if possible, some ex- 
pedients to anuo^ the enemy's camp in 
return. The distance was conceive^ 
to be within the range of shells from . 
the Old mole head : accordingly a 13- 
inch sea-mortar was remov^ to the 
extremity; and six cannon, five 32- 
pounders and one 18-poundcr, were at 
thesaiiie time sunk in the sand behind 
the Old mole, and then seenred with 
timber, Ac. at different degrees of ele- 
vation. These arrangements hod been 
for some time in agitation ; and being 
now completed, he determined to make 
the experiment About 10 o'clock in 
the forenoon of the 28th, six rounds 
were discharged from each: throe of 
the shells burst in the enemy's cam|), 
and one over it. The other two ex- 
ploded in their passage: all the shot 
went home. A battalion of Spanish 
guards, happening to be under^arms, 
were greatly alarmed, and dispersed 
three different times : at length 'tliey 
were assembled, and marched off toward 
the left This being only intended as an 
experiment, the artillerx soon ceased 
finng; but it is scarcely p^ible to 
express the c^iieral satisfaction which 
this success diflused through the garri- 
son. The mortar was loadedr with 
from 30 lbs. to 28^ lbs. of TOwder at the 
usual elevation ; the 32-^anller* with 
14, and the 18 with 9 lbs. of pow- 
der; all the latter at an elevation of 42 ' 
degrees. 

The governor, beside this plan of re- 
taliation, devisira other Bcheihes to 
cover and protect his camp, if possible, 
from future attacks. JTwo brigs were 
ordeif d to be cut down and converted 
into prameM, each to carry tfigir or 
five mvy cannon ; which were to be 
moored between the New .mole end 
Ragged Staff, at such distance from the 
works as to be easitjr qirotected, and 
yet fiir enough oat to kegp their boats 
at a distance* Artaficeio 
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(Vom the ^rrison ndsisted tlie narv hi 
finhig out th«iie tckwIs. One of wem 
being fiiiislied provious to the before- 
mentioned expeiimeut, wus mooced at 
’ the^distauce of about half musket-ahot 
AHim the New mole head. She wax 
named the Vanguard, mounted two 
SpaQixh 2f)-pounders, and two twelves, 
and was ng^ like a settee. The 
euemy*s squadron, on the 29th, was re- 
inforced with five xebeques and two 
•galleys, iVom the cast. At niaht sailed 
a packet for Faro, in Portugal. 

The ’2nd July, additional tents were 
pitched at the new camp near the tower, 
north of Algeziras. About one tn die 
niorniug of the 4th, the gun-boats re- 
pented their attack; but contrary to 
their former custom, numbers of their 
shot and shells fell amongst the ship* 
ping. The Porcupine frigiite, SV 
Charles Knowles, Bart, and an India- 
inon, each iH^dved a shot; and the 
Brilliant’s liottoin was struck with a 
splinter of a shell, which burst under 
her ; but no particular damage was re- 
ceived in the garrison, except two men 
being slightly wounded. The gover- 
nor retaliatea by ordering six rounds 
of shoh and shells to be fired into their 
camp, from the guns and sea-mortars 
at the Old mole: the cannon were 
pointed indiscrimiiiatelv for the camp ; 
out the mortars were laid for the 
cine and artillery parks. One of the 
shells set fire to a hut, and alarmed 
them exceedingly. As the governor 
now determine to retaliate in this 
nianuet, we were in hopes it would 
deter tlieip fj^pm so frequently disturb- 
ing usi 

The enemy continued making 
l>i<fDs,aud bringing much wood into me 
camp: on the other hand, our people 
were employed in repairs, and'adm- 
tions *t6 the works. Traverses were 
erected at the Koyal battery, and parties 
#ere employed o% the norm frou^ ffom 
the rock |^n to the Old mole head. 
The Ipthsa brig coming in ihnn the 
east was taken by the enemy's cmisers, 
wl|ich for some weeks past had Egjra 
kept a' very vjgyant look-out llm 
crew however escaped to the rock ; and 
th^ bad throam the letters ovqi^lioard 
beim they abandoiied the veaseL 


The bombardment, which, by almost 
Imperceptible degrees, had been de- 
creasing, on the lath iiearl)* ceased. 
The cannon in their seven and fbur- 
tecm-giin batteries were all drawn back, 
to fbeiiitate, as we imagined* the re- 
pairing of the platforms and inner pan 
uf the natteries. The 1 3th some troops 
at the tower decamped, and In a few 
days afterwards a r^ment marched 
away fVom the Almssinis camp. The 
1 r>th two settees and a brig sailed fVom 
Point Mala with gabions to the west 
One vcsmI had sailed thence on tlie 
13th. Thesi! materials, we conjec- 
tured, were for some new works in 
the neighbourhood ; but we were after- 
wards informed tliat they were taken 
to Minorca, and were used in the ap- 
proaches carried on against St. Philip's. 
Their firing was now confined to the 
night, and uiilcsa we provoked them, 
scarcely ever exceeded thirty rounds. 

The Spanish general visited the lines 
on the 18th; but a fire breaking out In 
his camp, he returned immediately on 
its appearance. In the evening the 
caissons for the Queen's ImtU^ry iM>ing 
carried up to Willis’s, and the sand- 
bags brvmght from Pocoroca clay-pit, 
the engineers at dusk, with a party of 
380 men, began to re-establish the 
merlons ; and by the morning gun-fire 
of the 19th the old sand-hags wore re- 
moved, the caissons placed, and filled 
with clay, sand, and Junk, and the bat- 
tery made fit for the reception of artil- 
lery. The governor was present the 
whole time, and, expressed the highest 
approbation of the diligence and activity 
uf the party. The emssous were made 
of oak timber, joined by strong iron 
bolts. Whilst they were at work the 
guu-boats fired upon tlie camp, and 
were seconded by the land battories on 
the town: a hundred and thirty-two 
rounds were returned on the boats, and 
sixteen shells thrown into the enemy's 
camp. One of the artilleiy and one of 
the 73rd regiment were wounded. 

The morning of the 20tfa the enemy 
fired a salute man tliA linea, folkiwea 
by a ftm-de-joie finom me armj drawn 
up in two lines in firont of their camp, 

their ehipping ao/raiall craft a^AJge- 
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nroB. The troops in garrison changed 8rc in retam was well servccl, and wp- 
juarter% on the 2l8t: the 89(h and peared to do some execution; twelve 
HarflenbcTg’s remments relieved the large shcdls and fifteen shot were like- 
72ndf and otiicr detachments in King's wise thrown into the camp fVom the. 
and Montague's bastions, Waterport Old mole : several of the mrmer hurst 
casemate, and Picket yard. The 58th, Just as diey fell, consecfuently promised 
72iid, and 73rd regiments encamped ; to do mischief. Their land batteries 
the 12th regiment remained on their seconded the fire from the sei^ but we 
ground, and the 58th, Reden's, and La did not experieuoc any casualties. Two 
Motte's (xxtupied the South barracks days afterwards tlie oUicr prame, called 
and other nuarters. The enemy on the the Repulse, mounting five twenty-sHc 
same dav Scamped from the ground ponnders, was moon^ about musket- 
north of Algeziras. Brigadier Ross shot to the southward of the Vanguard, 
sailed on the night of the 22nd in a and the same distance from our bat^ 
boat to Faro, in his route to England ; teries. These vessels were of such 
and the following d^ a privateer ar- annoyance to their boats, that whilst 
rived in eigiit days from Mahon, with they remained out, we never afterwards 
a packet. Two days afterwards a boat were so much disturbed at the south- 
arrived from Portugal. The patron ward. 

informed us that the arniy at that time The artillery at Willis's endeavoured 
before Gibraltar principally consisted on the 4th to set fire to the cancs and 
of militia regiments the regular troops weeds in the gardens; but tli^ were 
having embarked for the West Indies : too full of sap to take fire. This at- 
he further said, that the Spanish fleet tempt attracted a brisk cannonade for 
had sailed from Cadiz on a cruise, some time from the enemy. Karl^ in 
Soon after this boat arrived a large the morning of the 6th a snell fell into 
fleet of upwards of seventy sail ap- a tent behind General La Motte's qnar- 
peared from the west : when abreast of ters, at the southward, in which were 
Europa we discovered amongst them a two men of the 58th, asleep. They 
ship of the line, two frigates, two cut- were not awakened by its fait ; but a 
ters, a bomli-keteh, and several armed serjeant in an adjacent tent heard it, 
vessels : they did not display any and ran near forty yards to a place of 
colours. This proved afterwards to lie safety, when be recoilcctc*d the sitna- 
tlie fieet which blockaded Malion, and tion of his fVieiids. Thinking the shell 
convened the troiips which besieged had fallen blind, he returned and 
Fort St. Philip, under the command of awakened thorn : both immediately 
the Due de Crillon, and captured the rose, but continued by the place, de- 
islaud of Minorca. hating on the narrow escape they had 

Our camp was alarmed on the 27th had, when the shell expMed, and 
with the report that the gun-boats forced them with great vwteace against 
wore approaching. The batteries were the mrden-wall, nut miraculon^ did 
mannod, and the regiments assembled ; no rarther mis^ief than destroying 
but the enemy not appearing^, they re- everything in the tent, 
turned to quarters. The signals for On the morning of the 7th, before 
seeing the boats in fiiture were ordered the haze was quite dispelled in ibe Gut, 
to be a false fire, and two guns from the a signal for an enemy was made the 
shipping. Spanianls at Cabrita Point.. As tl)e 

August was introduced by an attack foMispersed we disc'bvered at a oon- 
from Uie gun-boats. They came upon siderable distance a vessel becalmed,' 
us by surprise ; for we had no 8i|^ but rowing towards the gafrison with 
from ourguan^boats. This was amr- the current Fourteen -boots wei« 
wards accouiaed for by the enemy then advancing from Algdziras to ’in- 
having taken a citcle ; by which means tercept her : upon wlsich Captain Curtis, 
our guard-boats, when they began to of the Brilliant, ordered cut ^Charles 
fire, were withc^ aud the gu^xiats Kuowlfes, with three ‘Imges, to eiip 
btfweeu them and the garrison. Our i deavoor to tset aloii||ri^ and receive 
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aily dispatches the vessel mig^t have 
whilst he attended the tow- 
uig out of the Vanguard and Repulse 
• pnunes, to cover them and protect her. 
Sir* Charles personally executed his 
orders, and returned with a packet for 
the governor. The vessel by this time 
was about a leamie and a half from the 
gimson, and Sie headmost gun-boat 
within shot, advancing apparently with 
.an intent to board : stopping, however, 


at the distance of a few hundred yards, 
she poured in a dischar^ of round 
and grape shot, and was immediately 
secondea by her consorts astern. The 
vessel, which we now discovered to 
be a kin^s sloop-of-war, returned the 
salute with a broadside, and musketiy 
fh>m her quarter-deck ; and a spirited 
action commenced. Appearances at 
this juncture were so grratly in favour 
of the Spaniards, that die garrison gave 
up the sloop for lost. Becalmed a 
league from the rock, and fourteen 
gim-boats, each carrying a twenty-six 
pounder, full of men, cannonading her 
on every side witli grape and round 
shot; a xebeque also bearing down 
with I KUtle breeze, were circum- 
stances which 8eemi*d to preclude the 
possibility of escape. After maintain- 
ing, however, a very warm, judicious, 
and well-served fire, often obliging the 
boats to retire, the westerly breeze at 
last reached ner ; and not long after- 
wards she was safe under our mns. 
She proved to be the Helena sToop- 
of-war/ ftmrteen small guns, Captein 
Roberts, in fourteen days from Eng- 
land. * HA* Idss during wis action was 
much less than could have been pos- 
sibly imagined, when we considered 
the showers of grape and round sliot 
that every instant surrounded her : she 
had only one killed anB two wounded ; 
hot W upper rigging and sails were 
much cut and injured. We attributed 
the hairs being freely touched to the 
eonstrwt^ of the gun-boats; for, 
being originally intended to annoy at a 
distance, their cannon could not lie dc- 
pibssed. The enemy however did not 
escape so well^ fidmbers were seen to 
drop in the frem the musketry 
^ the sloop» aiyl several werl towed 
off disabled ; -which were very cou- 
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viucing proofs that tlieir loss was con- 
siderable. • 

A settee was taken on the 1 by the 
enemy's cruisers. The crew, except- 
ing three Jew passengers, escaped to 
the garrison: tliey informed us that 
great preparations were making in the 
French and Spanish ports for seme 
grand expedition : the object was how- 
ever kept secret; but many at Minorca 
suspected St. Philip's to be the pinoe. 

The enemy's bombardment, if we 
may now call it by that name, scarcely 
exceeded, at tliis time, three shells in 
the 24 hours, which the soldiers (con- 
jecturing that some allusion might be 
mtended, by that superstitious nation, 
to the sacred Trinity) jocosely, though 
profanely termed. Father, Son, and 
Gnoet, It is not indeed alto- 
gether improbable that the Spaniards 
might entertain some bigoted respect 
fiir that mysdcal number, and, con- 
sidering tlie British in the light of 
heretics, might apprehend some f^cacy 
from it, in we gi^at work of amverting 
the garriaon to the Catholic faith: at 
least, it IS difficult, on any more reason- 
able ground, to account for their ex- 
actly continuing to fire neither more 
nor less, for so considerable a period. 

The mention of this circumstance 
brings to my recollection anotlier, of a 
ridiculous nature, which serves to de- 
monstrate the thoughtlessness of the 
English soldiers, who cun jest in the hour 
of danger, and indulge their prejudices 
at tlie expense of what other nations, 
however difieriug in sentiment, gene- 
rally agree to hold in a degree of 
respect. It is first to be remembered, 
that, according to tbe articles of capitu- 
lation by which the ;pirrison was sur- 
reiidereu to Admiral Sir George Rooke, 
it was stipulated that the inhabitaiita 
should be tolerated in their religion: 
the old Spanish church was therefbru 
continued as a place of worship for 
those of the KonuRt Catholic persun- 
sion, ami, ss Is usual in Roman Ca- 
tholic churches, was desprated, amongik 
others, with fignres, as warge aa of 
our Saviour and the Virgin Mary. 

At the commencement of the firing, 
when the soldiers were engaged in a 
snceesskm of irregularities, a party of 
ofi 
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them aH9cmbled in the Spanish church, 
to caroi^ and Ixi merry. In the midst 
of their jollity, the image of the Virgin 
Mai^ was obL^rved in the I'uins by one 
of the i>arty, who instantly proposetl, 
as a piece of fiin, to place her ladyship 
in the whirligig.* The scheme seem^ 
to meet with general approbation, till 
one, wiser than the rest, stopped them 
with a remark, that it jfpuld ill become 
them, as military niei^'and particularly 
Englishmen, to nunisli any person with- 
out a trial. A coutt-martial conse- 
quently sat, with mock ccnmiony ; and 
her ladyship was fbiiiid guilty of 
drunkenness, debauchery, and other 
high crimes, and condemned to the 
whirligig, whither she was immedi- 
ately carried in procession. I’he go- 
vernor (who, notwithstanding the fir- 
ing, regularly attended the parade), at 
guard-mounting discovered the poor 
Virgin in connneineiit ; but exi)re.sseil 
his disapprobation of the action, and 
ordered iier instantly to be removed to 
the White Convent, where, by tlic bye, 
she w'os by no means exempt from 
further insult and disgrace. If a bi- 
goted Spaniard could Imve beheld this 
trunsaetion, he probably would have 
thought the English worse than here- 
tics; aiul would have concluded, that 
their impiety could not fail to attract 
tlie special vengeance of Heaven. 

The night of the 1. 51)11 the gim and 
mortar boats lioinbarded uur camp; 
their disiiosition extending ffom olf Lit- 
tle bay to the Old mole head : their Are, 
as had been the custom for some time 
before, was seconded ^ a brisk can- 
nonade from the lines, which was 
very judiciously served. Many of tbeir 
shells burst in the air, over onr ship- 
ping; but the ships coutiimed silent. 
Our artillery retaliated fWim tlie Old 
mole head, and small shells were dis- 
charged from the elevated guns, which 
seemed to answer very well. One of 
the 72nd regiment was killed ; two of 
the artillery, and two of the 73rd, with 
a boy,' an inlUbitant, were wounded. 
In this attacl^ a shell fbll amongst 

* A nmeltlno Greeted st the hottoAi of the 
Grand psrade, Tor thn punishment of scolding 
women, or ntlieni gmitv of trifling nfsde- 
mosnoni 


some naval stores, in a gr(raii4-w8rd 
of the Naval hospital ; and the most , 
dreadfhl coosequonoes might have been 
expected from this accident, if the iiiw 
had not been happily extinguished ^ 
the picket, which the govenmr had 
ordered, some time before, to assemble 
here, to prevent, if possible, such ca- 
sualties. The other picket, which 
mounted at the southward, was sta- 
tinned for the same purpose at Ap 
New mole. 

A schooner arrived from Faro on 
the 17th, witli fruit, onions, and salt. 
In the evening, a flag of truce came 
from the enemy, in answer to ours of 
the preceding day. The day follow- 
ing, another boat arrived ih)m Faro: 
she brought a packet, with some pri- 
vate letters from Lisbon, which inti- 
mated the probability of our receiving 
a visit from the copibined fleet, then 
cruising oil* Cadiz. At night several 
guns Were hoard in the Gut, and a 
TiiimbtM* of signals made at the point. 
The siiccc^Hliiig morning, his Ma- 
jesty’s cutter the Kite arrived from 
Englaiid, with duplicates of the He- 
lena's dispatches. In her passage she 
engaged a French cutter of 20 guns, 
aud had three men killed and six 
wounded. The enemy's cruisers en- 
deavoured to intercept her, but were 
driven to leeward. A boat also ar- 
rived about the same Bme fh>m Por- 
tugal. 

The firing fVom the garrison now 
varied acconling as the enemy’s par- 
ties presented themselves: at this pc- 
rioii they were busy in fepdiring Fort . 
St. Philip, and in securing their works 
against the approoching rainy scaeoin 
Our engineers were repairing the com- 
munications and batteries at 5^’illis'a, 
&c. A Boldior*of the 73rd d<»erted to 
the enemy the 25th: he had been 
ab^nt from bis conm five days, during 
which time he had concealed hitnseU! 
on the rock. Hunger prolytbly' press- 
ing him, he determine to lUke a 
bold attempt to get off: accordingly 
stuffing a sand-bag with gfass, ' he 
came to Landport, placing, unob- 
served, the bag upon ^ spikes of the 
paJiauies, jumped, .unhurt, ob the * 
glacis ; then numing over /he cause* C 
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w^Y, he soon cleared Bay^aide harrier, 
and, 4hoagfa many hundred rcmudji of 
muaketry wereflriw from LaiM^rt and 
the Liuefi guards, he escaped. He was 
'the^ourth man lost by desertion in the 
course of six weeks. 

Early the 27th, fbnr nmn, who had 
been impressed from a wmteer in the 
bay, deserted from the Kepolse pniine. 
The next morning we were visited 
^in by the gun and mortar boats; 
4>at they scarcely staid oae>third of 
their former time. We returned 9 
shot and 58 shells, which, fh>m the 
shrieks and piteous cries we heard, 
must have done execution. We an- 
noyed them in camp from the Old 
mole, as usual ; and the artillery at- 
tempted to reach them from Willis's, 
but in vain. In this attack a wounded 
matross was killed by a shell in the 
hospital. The circumstances attcudiiiff 
this man's case are so melancholy and 
affecting, that I cannot pass them over 
in sileuce. Some time previous to this 
event, he had been so unlucky as to 
break hts thigh : being a man of great 
spirits, he 111 brooked the confincineut 
which his case demanded, and exerted 
himseld to got abroad, that he might 
eiyoy the benefit of the fresh air in the 
court of the hospital : unfortunately, hi 
one of his playful moments, he fell, 
and was obliged to take to his bed 
again. He WM in this situation when 
a shell from the mortar boats fell into 
the ward, and rebonnding, lodged up(m 
him. The convalescents and sick, in 
the sahie room, instantly summoned 
streng|^ ^ crawl out on bands and 
Jmec^ while the fuse was burning; but 
this wretched victim was kept down 
bf the weight of the shell, which, 
aner some seconds, burst, took off both 
his legij and scorched him in a dreadfiil 
manner i but, wbat was Still more 
horrid, he snrvived the explosion, and 
Iras seomble to momentethat 

' death relieved him flnm bis misery. 
His last words were expressive of re- 
gret that he had not been killed on the 
baitteri^ . 

The enemy’s attention to the Uock- 
ade seemed now to be revived. Their 
craisets were iticrcased, and cqpstaatly 
on the watch. »The fiwee in the bay 


at this time was one ship of the line, a 
xebeque having a broml pendant, a fri- 
gate, and five xebeques, witlwthe gun 
and mortar boats, and small armed 
craft. The arrangement of these ves- 
sels for the purpose of blockading the 
wrison appeam to be as follows : — 
when the wind was west, two xe- 
beques and finur gim-boals anchored at 
Cabrita Point, cruising at night at tlie 
entrance of the bay and in the straits ; 
w hen easterly, the frigate, xeU‘qnes, 
and fbnr gun-boats cruised some be- 
tween Ceuta and Europa, and others in 
the Gut; one xelicoue was gtnierally 
observed to lie-to off Eurora Point, at 
the entrance of the bay. Though Ais 
disposition apparently obstructed all 
infrrcoiirse between the garrison and 
our friends in Portngal and Minorca, 
yet opportunities sometimes occurred 
when tMjats slipped out unobserved, and 
returned with the same success. 

The evening of the fiOth, the enemy’s 
cannonade, which, except when the 
iMMts fired on our camp, seldom ex- 
ceeded three shells in the 24 hours, 
was pretty smart for an hour or two, 
occasioned by our firing on their work- 
ing parties. Such starts of retaliation 
they were often provoked to by our an- 
noying their workmen in the battcritni. 

The pnunes bad been found so use- 
ful that, in the beginning of September, 
the navy began to fit up the Fortune 
sloop, in order to add to tlieir number. 
The .Ith, a flag of truce from the enemy 
brought over — Pratts, an inhabit- 
ant of Gibraltar, who had been taken 


by the Spaniards in the Fox packet, 
about 1 2 montlis before, and whom, os 


it was said, the enemy for some time 
had objected to exchange. By tliis 
man we were informed that the Due 
de Crillon, witli 10,(H10 men, had 
landed at Minorca, and that it was 
reported he was to be joined by a 
French army fn>m Toulon. The even- 
ing of the 7tli, the captain at Willis's 
again endeavoured to set fire to the 
weeds, &c. in the gardes, which, from 
tlieir height, affordeA grr^ cover to 
the enemy’s advanced sentries; and in 
execufing these orders a bAik can- 
nonade was returned by the enemy, 
which cootiniied till daybreak. Oar 
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carcasses and light balls frequently 
took eftect, but the cones were too green 
to be btinit to any purpose, lu the 
course of tliis firing, several shot from 
the lines ranged as far as tlie South 
barracks and New mole. Great num- 
bers of gabions were now observed in 
the enemy’s fiuicine park. 

The evening of the 12th, they fired 
a ^nd salute from their lines and 
shipping, and a feu-de-joie in camp. 
Afier the salute, they continued to can- 
nonade from the lines, tliough for some 
days before they had only fired their 
mystical number, three, in the 24 hours. 
We imagined this salute to be on ac- 
count of the Due de Grillon having 

f ained some advantage at Minorca, 
u the course of their firing, on the 
1 5th, a circumstance happened similar 
to one which occurred in May, and 
both of them may be considered as ex- 
traordinary. A shell from the lines 
fell upon the rock, above the Red sands, 
and glanced off in a direction nearly at 
right angles with its range : it rolled 
to tlie bottom of the Princess of Wales’s 
lines, burst on the platform of one of 
the 82-pounders, and a splinter cutting 
the apron of the gun, fir^ it off. The 
shot took away the railing at the foot 
of the glacis, and lods^ in the line- 
wall near Ragged Stum 
We observ^ on tlie 16t^ that the 
enemy, during the preceding night, 
had tnrewii up three banks of sand in 
sigzags, beginning at the centre of the 
fourth branch of approach, which 
seemed intended as a line of direction 
for a new communication to the St 
Carlos’s battery. In the evening, 
the governor ordered the artillery 
to direct a brisk fire on this work, 
which was continued till daybreak 
of the 17th. The enemy returned 
the fire reluctantly, from a wish, 
as we imagined, not to increase 
ours. The next morning, we observed 
they had retained the sand thrown up j 
the preceding night with casks; and i 
from the materials seen in the vicini^ | 
of the works, cjCber additions seemed 
intended to be made. At night, Cron- 
chett's howitner battery and Montam’s 
bastion were opened, and, with Willis's, 
Ac., were kept constantly going. Abont 


midnight the gun-boat& attended bj^a 
bombdmtch, as we conjectured, came 
over, and, contrary to their former 
pnmtice, directed their fire toward 
Willis’s, the lines, and north end of ^the ' 
town. So determined were they to 
land their shells, that one went over 
the rock, and many fell on the hill ; 
and, in attempting to imitate us in 
bursting their sbelu in the air, several 
explode in their mortars. They stanl 
two hours and a hal^ and expended* 
130 shells and 87 shot, and tlieir land 
batteries were not so sparing as the 
I night befiire. We returned a smart 
fire on both sea and land, and retaliated 
on their camp, os usual. 

A shell, during the above attack, 
fell in an embrasure opposite the Kiu^s 
lines bomb-proof, killed one of the 
73rd, and wounded another of the 
same corps. The case of tlie latter 
was singular, and will serve to enforce 
the maxim, that, even in the most dan- 
gerous cases, we should never de^ir 
of a recovery whilst life remains. ’This 
unfortunate man was knocked down by 
the wind of the shell, which, instantly 
barsting, killed his companion, and 
mangled him in a most dreadful, man- 
ner. His head was terribly fractured, 
bis left arm broken in two places, one 
of his legs shattered, the skin and 
muscles tom off part of his right hand, 
the middle finger brokeu^^o pieces, and 
his whole IxKiy most severely bruised, 
and marked with gunpowder. He pre- 
sented so horrid an object to the sur- 
0 iou 6 , that they had not the smallest 
hopes of saving his life, and ^cre at a 
loss what part to attend to first. He was 
that evening trepanned, a few days after- 
wards bis leg was amputated, and other 
wounds and fractures dress^ Beinjjf 
possened of a most excellent consti- 
tution, nature performed wondeih in bis 
&vour, and in eleven weeks the core 
was, completely effected. His home in 
Doi^d Roes, and be long oontinued to 
enjoy bis sovereign’s bounty mi f pen-- 
siou of 9d. a day for lifo. A non-com- 
missioned officer of artillery also lost 
his thigh on Montague’s bastion ; and' a 
private of the I2th repment both bk 
legs: % latter died soon after the 
p^atioa was performed* 
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The rooniiu^ of the l6th» a deserter 
Ihe Spftuud) guards came in A'ou 
the St. Carlos's bfitter}^ He wtis j^ursited 
by four of the enemy, but in vain. He 
'^ve’tnforniatiou of the enemy's inten- 
tioif to erect sonic new batteries. About 
ten o'clock in the evening, a shell from 
the lines fell into a house opposite the 
King's bastion, where the towu-m^jor, 
Captain Burke, with Majors Mercier 
a^d Vigiioles, of the 30th regliuent, 
.were sitting. The shell ttKik oft Major 
Burke’s thigh, afterwards fell through 
the floor into the cellar ; there it hurst, 
and forced the flixiring, with the unfor- 
tunate major, to the ceiling. When 
assistance came, they found Major 
Burke almost buried amongst the rums 
of the room. lie was instantly cou> 
veyed to the hospital, where he died 
soon after tlie wound^ part was am- 
putated, much lamented by his friends 
us an amiable and worthy member of 
society, and by tlie governor as an 
iiidefatiguhle oifleer. Majors Mercier 
and Vignoles had time to escape be* 
fore the shell hurst : they were never- 
theless slightly wounded hy the splin- 
ters; as were a serieant of the 3Uth, 
and hu daughter, who were in the cel- 
lar undenieath when tlie shell entered. 
This house had escapi*d almost un- 
touched during the wannest period of 
the boral>ardment, till this unfortunate 
shell fell in, g[hich deprivcil the garri- 
son of this active and valuable officer. 

The enemy did not increase their 
works the succeeding day, but de- 
bouched the fourth branch of the ap- 
proach a^ut the centre. In the even- 
ing, the* Hhlena and Kite, with a 
pnvateer, left the bay for England, 
and a schooner fur Portugal. Lieut. 
Lowe, of the 12th, who hod lost his 
leg, and the iDvali<lB,^ent home io the 
formbK Onr firing was increased at 
night by the Catman batteries; and 
^roucKetfs wi^ still kept open. The 
20th. Captmn I^wlis, of the 7310, was 
appoipte4 town-major. 

Onr working parties were employed 
the eimiiieers, on the ilst, in re- 
pairing Pnneess Caroline's battery, at 
Willis’s, which, bwing to the spirited 
belusviour and example of the officers, 
was cleared, w caissons fflaced. filled. 
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and the battery oomjd. ied, before night, 
under a most heavy fli*e fiom the 
euctny. When the work was finished, 
the party de8ii*ed to give thre^ chc'crs, 
but tliey were oveiruled by the captain 
of artillery, who n<;ominended to salute 
the enemy with three rounds fl'om each 
gun; which was immediately put iu 
execution. The party had not a niuu 
materially hurt dnriiig the warm cuu- 
nouade; but, in returning to be dis- 
missed, a Serjeant of La Motte's, who 
hud braved the dangers of the day, was 
killed by a random sliot below the 
artillery guatti. Our firing continued 
with great vivacity on the 22ud, parti- 
cularly with sm^l shells fi*om the 
Royal battery', Willis's, and Montague's 
bastion. These were kept going in tlie 
day ; and at night tliese batteries, with 
tlie Catalans, Crouchett's, and batteries 
at the entrance of tlie lines, were in 
action. The enemy, iu return, were 
not sparing of ammunition ; in the pre- 
ceding 24 hohra they fired 775 shot, 
and 57 shells. The garrison discharged 
773 rounds of diflerent s^iecies. 

The enemy's new works were erected 
with casks, covered and retained by 
fliscines, with sand iu the front About 
200 men niijH'ared to be employed in 
the day ; but they were often compelled 
to retire, our urduance was so well 
served and dii*ected. 7'he gun-boats, 
oil the morning of the 24th, visited us 
as usual; and it was thought that a 
boml)-ketch again attended them. They 
pointed their fire principally towanh 
the Victualling -office, m town, and 
Willis's: some shells fell in the New 
mple, but few ashore at tbc southward. 
We returued their fire, and retaliated 
from the Old mole on their camp. 

Early in tlie morning of the 25th, 
the fascine capping of the inerions of 
Fort Bartmra took fire from the client's 
guns, and Imnit extremely fierce. Tlie 
officer at Willis's immediately directed 
a brisk fire on the fort, which the g;o- 
veruor afterwards increased ly opening 
the Grand battery. 'The firing, how- 
ever, from the latter^id not answer to 
well as was expected, owing, perhaiM, 
to the unevenness at the puitibriiia, 
which were of stone, and much worn. 
Nevertheless, the enemy were obliged 
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to «;vttouate the fort without exiiiignbh- 
iiip the lire. At daybrt^uk we saw only 
five faiKcVue nierloosKtaniiiug; the other 
wtven were uU destroyed, M-ith !Knne 
gun-carriuges, travcrtMJS on tlie ram- 
part, and fascine- work in the ditch. 
We imagined that this accident would 
render tlic fort useless for somt; time ; 
but they collvincl^i us that oiir conclu- 
sions were premature, by firing, pro- 
bably out of bravado, a few shot in the 
course of the day, wliich killed one of 
the r>8th, and wounded another. In 
the inorning, alwnit seven, the Flying- 
fish cutter, of 20 guns, arrived with 
ordnance stores and intrcncliing tools; 
she informed us that government had 
engaged 20 cutters, of her force, fer 
the same pur|)ose. A xcbeciue and four ‘ 
gnn-boats opfiosed her passage, but in 
vain. 

The 2#Jth, T/icut. Clarke, of the r>6th, 
died of a decline. In the course of the 
day, the enemy began to clear Fort 
Ilarbara, and in the cveninj^ to lay 
fascines (a great number of which were 
in the neighliourhood of the fort) to- 
wards repairing it. Our tire continued 
to be well directed, and considerably 
annoyed them. The 27tb, a man was 
discovered near Catalan bay, by the 
guard at Middle-hill. A party of the 
navy iniinediately went round, and 
look him up. He proved to be a de- 
serter from the 72nd regiment ; but the 
wretch was so tarnished with hunger, 
and so bruised in getting down the 
rock, that his life was (Impaired of. 
The 28th, the enemy capped two mer- 
lons of Port Barbara, Their parties 
were vei^ diligent in making gabions 
and fascines ; ,the former, we imagined, 
were remov^, as they were finished, 
to the lines and advanced works, as we 
had observed several behind the fourth 
and fifth branches of the approach. 
This circumstance, with their unusual 
activity in ooropletiug others, confirmed 
our late intelligence, that they intended 
additional batteries near the St Car- 
los’s. . 

The firing feom the garrison now 
exceeded 700 rounds in the 24 hours ; 
and the enemy frequendv returned 
800, and sometimes more. t>ar casual- 
ties eouseipiently began again to be 
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pretty fluent amongst omr parties, 
which, in a great measure, was owing 
to the want of prudence in the men, 
who were become so habituated to the 
enemy's fire as scarcely to rerard t^eir' 
shot ; and in fact, if a shell were at 
their feet it was ^most neoessai^ for 
the officers to caudon them to avoid its 
effects. It was really wonderful to 
behold with what undaunted coolness 
they persisted in their several occupa- 
tions, though exposed to the eneniy^S' 
whole artillery : indeed the generality 
appeared totally callous to every sense 
of danger. 

Both sides continued indefatinble in 
their o|)cratiotis. The enemy finished 
two or three merlons in Fort Barbara, 
erected traverses near the tower, in the 
rear of the new communication, and 
were continually bringing large quan- 
tities of fascines, &c. to the lines. On 
the other baud, onr engineers caissoned 
tlie terrace batteries, replaced the sand- 
bags before the merlons of the Queen’s 
battery, and had parties daily employed 
in repairs. The ;K)th, a soldier of the 
72nd lost his legs by a shot from Fort 
Barbara, from which they continued 
occasionally to fire. He tore amputa- 
tion w'Uh prodigious firmness, hut died 
soon after, through the loss of blood, 
revious to his toiug brought to the 
ospital. This fact being represented 
to the governor, the sergeants of the 
different regiments were ordered to at- 
tend the hospital, to to taught by the 
surgeons how to apply the toumi|quets ; 
which was afterwards productive of 
very beneficial consequence. Tonmi- 
quete were also distributed to the dif- 
ferent guards, to be at hand in case of 
necessity. 

The enemy for several days bad 
made verj” little addition to the, new 
communicafioD, and the third return 
appeared still unfinished. A party of 
the enemy was howsver . discovered 
feom Willis’s, oh the evening of the 
Ist of October, working to the west of 
the St. Carlos battery ; and they pei* 
sisting in their labour, our fire was in- 
crease from the batteries below, which 
brought on a warm refiira. At day- 
break w^ observed, at th8 extremity of 
the new approach, a Idhgm epaultiMiif, 
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<if forty-five gAbioua long^ tvro ia height* 
and' four or five in breadth. On ^ 
top were several layers of ttnd-bags, 
ud sand was bankm np to proteet it 
in« front. It was situated within the 
western place d*arme» of the St. Car- 
Wfi battery, towards the beach, in a 
direction forming a very obtuse angle 
with the front of the above battery. 
Our engineers immediately agreed that 
Ws epaulment was intended for mor- 
tars; which induced die governor, in 
the course of the 9nd, to order two 
embrasures (masked at the Old mole 
head, to cover the mortars which we 
usually fired into their camp) to be 
opened, and two howitaers to be kept 
in action from thence. At nigh^ our 
firing at iuter%'alH was so astonisfaingly 
brisk, that the whole north front, frw 
the rock gun to the Mole head, was 
obscured in smoke. I’his fire was con- 
tinued, with little iutermission, till 
daybreak ; and though tlie enemy did 
not retiini it warmly, they made up for 
their silence the succeeding day. Ihir- 
ing the 24 hours they di8clmr(^ 
rounds, and the preceding day 1948; 
which to us was a proof that they were 
considerably galled by our fire. 

We had observed, for some weeks, 
a party of the enemy erecting a build- 
ing upon an eminence near the stone 
qrorry, under tlie Queen of Spain’s 
Chair, which at length tamed out to he 
a signal tower ; but no use was made 
of it till the beginning of this monfii, 
whei} we discovered that- it was in- 
tends to give information to their 
batteries i« the lines when our work- 
ing-parties were going up the hill. On 
{heir marching np, the moraing of the 
brd, a signal was made firom the tower, 
and fhmr batteries immediately in- 
creased their fire on the heights: on 
their return in the evening, the signal 
was repeated. Tills practice they con- 
tinued for some time. Ac night, the 
body of a soldier of the 12th regiment, 
who attempted to swim to the enemy 
from Waterport, was discovered float- 
ing near the Repulse prame. The 
sailors on the swatch, imi^ning some 
large fish htfo got fool of their cable, 
darted a heorpoon into thesbody, but 
anoD found, dket their mistake. The 


succeeding morning, we observed that 
the enemy had thrown up a cover from 
the eastern shoulder of the near battery 
to the western magazine of tlie St Car- 
los’s : friey also raised a shoulder on the 
western extremity, and erected five tra- 
verses in foe roar. 

Our firing, on the 4fo, was ordered 
to bediminuhed; only Montaffne’s and 
the hill batteries Were kept going : few 
shot werii now used, as foe enemy 
seemed to pay little attention to them ; 
and we had ocular proofr daily of foe 
annoyance from foe small shells, which 
immediately made them desist, and get 
under cover. The same day a mutiny 
was discovered on lioard bis Mi^etty^ 
cutter the Speedwell, Lieut Gibson ; 
and fimr of me ringleaders were seised 
and confined. Tim plan of this con- 
spiracy was to mnraer foe officers of 
the Avatch, cut foe cable, and ran away 
with the vessel to Algeziras, where they 
computed she would sell for a handsome 
sum, which was to be equally divided 
utiiongst the people interested, who were 
foenr to depart for England. Near 
half the crew were concerned ; and the 
same evening, if the wind continued 
fovourable, the scheme was to have 
been put in execution. Happilv (me of 
foe party (1 lielieve a Spanish deserter) 
(tontessed in time to render tlie whole 
abortive. It was somewhat singular 
that Mr. Gilison had been so unfor- 
tunate, when in England, as to have the 
cutter he then commanded run away 
with by the crew into a French port, 
whilst he and his officers were ashore. 

'llie enemy, on foe night of the 4th, 
threw up a line of casks and sand, ex- 
tending upwards of 60 feet in a paral- 
lel line to thu front of St. (/Brlos's. 
Some additions were also made to the 
new battery. The raising of the former 
work induced many to believe that 
they were (xmie at last to the deter- 
mination of besieging the garrison in 
form ; and that this, with other works 
tf> be erected, would be the first paral- 
lel of attack. It was a lucky circum- 
stance, in some rilpects, to have, an 
enemy so tardy in (heir operations. 
Our, troops were now acenatomed, Vy 
six montiiH* bombardment, to foe dis> 
eharge and effect of heavy artiUery 



9U 


rilSTORY OF THE 


their firing had pointed out our weak 
places* which the governor and engi> 
neeraluuVhecn indefatigable in strength- 
ening* so that the garrison was now 
really in a better state of defence tliau 
at the cominencemcut of the bombard- 
ment In the nights of die 5th and bth* 
tlie parallel* as we called the line to the 
east* was extended alxiut 100 feet, and 
the new mortar battery raised with 
fascines. Small traverses were also 
made in the rear of the new approach 
from tlic fourth branch. 

The gun and mortar boats had now 
been aliseiit some time ; probably ow- 
ing to the ropirs which the mortar 
bouts ueccMisarily demanded. On the 
evening of the 7th they, liowever, re- 
newed their visit, much earlier than 
was cusioinarv, and staid upwards of 
two hours. Their shot seemed all di- 
rected at our pranies, whilst their 
shells, die fuses of which were remark- 
ably dark, were thrown ashore. They 
dred about 300 shot and 23 shells, 
killed one of die 7drd, and wounded 
two of the 12th. We rcturmd 43 
shot, 14 grape, and 279 shells. The 
8tli, two mortars were mounted in the 
new mortar battery *, and from the 
pickets marked for the platforms, we 
concluded it would mount eight mor- 
tars. In the afternoon a shell fell into 
a house in town, in which Ensign 
Stephens* of the 39th, was sitting : 
imagining himself not safe where he 
was* he quitted the room to get to a 
more secure place ; but Just as he passed 
the door the shell burs^ and a splinter 
mortally wounded him in the reins, and 
another took ofi' his leg. He was con- 
veyed to the hospital* and bad sufiered 
amputation before the surgeons dis- 
covered the mortal wound in his body. 
He died about seven o'clock* much re- 
gretted as a promising young officer. 

The enemy's parties appearing nu- 
merous within the new works* our 
firing from the garrison was increased 
on the nth* and was as briskly re- 
turned. The governor* however, or- 
dered the artillery to be less profVise 
in future, unless some casualty de- 
manded an additional fire ; for their 
loss, he was uf opinion, bore no pro- 
imrtion to our expenditure. Our small 
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shells were also decreasing very fast; 
and the enemy appeared too well 
covered with traverses in the new works 
to be much annoyed by them. The 
succeeding day our fire scarcely 
ceeded a hundred roonds ; and the ene- 
my's was equally diminished. 

Their naval fbroe befi>re Gibraltar 
at this tiine was rather insi^ificant, 

ade.^hj^t of their xebeques had lefih 
the station* as we imagined, to block 
up Mahon ; and only one line-of-battle 
ship* one frigate* one xebeque* and two 
bomb-ketches* with the small craft and 
gun-boats* remained in the l>ay. The 
13th, the governor ordered our lower 
batteries to be silent* in order to prove 
whether the enemy could be diverted 
from firing on die town* as their bat- 
teries, contrary to the usual practice of 
besiegers* seemed to be guided in a 
great measure by ours ; and the man- 
cenvre liad the desired effect Their 
parties were now employed chiefly in 
finishing the interior {uirt of the new 
mortar battery. 

The garrison, on the 15th* fired only 
forty rounds ; and the euemv did not 
exceed double the number. The might 
of the 18th* they were heard hard at 
work; but this circumstance produced 
no addidonal fire from us, as our artil- 
lery had been limited to a certain 
Quantity since the goversor ordered 
the firing to decrease. The subsequent 
morning we oliserved they had erected 
a battery, of six embrasures* joining 
die second branch of the new com- 
munication* and bearing oi^Wptemrt 
and the town* about 1200 yar^ 
the Grand battery ; only four merlons 
appeared finished ; the other three 
were in a rude state, with a number of 
fascines* pickets, and planks lying ptoui 
the work, and at the deliouchure of the 
fourth branch. The governor* jn the 
niorny^g of the 19th* ogdered a warm 
fire on the new battery* which the enemy 
instantly returned. One of our 4 iar- 
casses ^t fire to the first branch of the 
new approach, and it burnt for somb. 
time. The following paorning wo 
found they bad removed the sand to 
extinguisg the fire* and displaodl 
many of the fascines* whicl^ with other 
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materials, arere l^iug in a confused 
manner in the vicinity of the breach. 

The night of the SOth, we were 

. visited by the gtui>boats ; bat their 
sta^ was much shorter than usual, 
owing to the springing up a brisk 
easterly wind: one of their shells 
riightly wounded Assistant -enmnecr 
Evans. This attack, we imiiginca, was 
intended to engage our attention fh>m 
9he land side, where the enemy were 

* heard busily at work ; It had not, how«> 
ever, that efft;^ as our batteries di- 
rected an additional lire, and continued 
it the whole night. At daybreak we 
found they had repaired the breach 
made by the fire, and strengthened the 
merlons of their gun battery with 
gabions and sand heaped up in front. 

The situation of this battery afibrded 
a mure serious appearance than any 
operations yet undertaken by the ene- 
my. Colonel Tovey, the commandant 
of artillery, therefore recommended to 
the governor to open upon it, without 
loss of time, fram such heavy guns and 
howitzers os might be soon brought to 
liear upon it; assisted, at the same 

• time, with some thirteen-inch shells, and 
a few rttd’-hai shot from an eighteen- 
pounder or two. The following morn- 
ing the enemy had almost completed 
die battery; the governor was there- 
fore induced to comply with the repre- 
sentation odColonel Tovey, and ordered 
the upper batteries, &c. to l>e opened 
on the enemy's works, and to continue 
to fire from his direction. About four 
o'clock in the afternoou of the 22nd 

» (a ^ptain gnd two Bubalterus, with the 
artillery picket, manning the lower 
batteries) the firing commenced, and 
was continued with unremitting spirit 
and regularity the remainder of the 
evening and night* The enemy, in 
return, disdiarged repeated volleys mnn 
their lines ; but to little purpose. Our 
artillery soonedrove tnom ftom the 
battery, which firequently was set on 
fire»by\be carcasees, but extinguished. 
On the morning of the 29rd we had 

•the mortification to find, that, notwith- 
ftanding tbe.heavy fire kept up on it in 
the night, fl^e of the embrasures were 
masked wi^ sand-bags, to fnable the 
whole better to resist the ef^ of oar 


shells. The work was nevertheleaa 
considerably damaged, though not in a 
degTM eqnal to our expense in am- 
mnnition. The firing at noon was 
therefore ordered to cease, as we had 
expended 1596 shot, 530 diell8(ma6t 
of a heavy nature), 10 carcasses* and 
2 light biula. It must appear almost 
liicmible, that a battery at such a dis- 
tance sliould be able to resist such 
heavy ordnanoo, withont being levelled 
to the ground ; but indeed few works 
were ever erected so strong and com- 
pact The St Carlos's hittery was 
silent the whole time; and from the 
lines they returned 1012 shot and 302 
shells. Our loss was not very great ; 
but on the enemy's side, many were 
observed to fall, and several to be 
carried into the limw ; their gallantry, 
we may therefore imagine, cost them 
dear. 

The succeeding night they repaired 
the damage done by our fire, and 
erected two traverses in the rear of the 
gun battery ; it is probable iliey were 
working also on the platforms; aud 
during tlie two following nights they 
Bfren^hened it with otlier additions. 
The 25th the enemy's fire was rather 
singular. In the aftenioon, about 
niue, their batteries, for near an hour 
and a half, discharged repeated salvos 
from both cannon and mortars; not 
directing their fire to any particular 
object, but scattering their abut in every 
direction towards the (pirrison, and 
bursting the shells princi})ajJy in the 
lur. In the afternoon, about three, this 
mode of firing was repeated, aud ooii- 
tiuued nearly the same time. The 
26th, Lieutenant Vicars, of the 56th, 
Was slightly wounded in the lines. 

The night of the 29th, a brisk can- 
nonade was heard towards the west; 
and soon ahur, by the moon, we dis- 
covered a cutter engaging a frigate, a 
xelieque, and several guu-boats. The 
cutter answered a sigw made by tlte 
Brilliant wt the comnicnc4»meiit of tite 
action, by which we knew her to be a 
friend. After th# engagement had 
continoed very warm for a consider- 
able time, the firing ceased, and she 
was obliged to submit to so auperior a 
force. The snooeeding idght, & Uni- 
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corn cutter arrive^ and four boats from 
Faro ; the former iti formed us, that she 
parted ecnnpaiiy with several cutters 
mmnd for Gi(>rultar. The fruit, &c. 
brought in the Portuguese boats, was 
immediately purchased hy the gover- 
nor, for the use of the sick .in the 
hospitals ; and some of the crew were 
confined, lacing suspected to come as 
spies. The ') i st, the enemy's engineei*s 
were observeil placing pickets to the 
westward of tiie six-gun battery; ap- 
parently with a view of extending that 
work. Siiic^e our last attack upon it, 
the firing on both sides was much 
diminished. In the course of the 
month, tliree men deserted from the 
garrison. 

The night of the 2nd of November, 
the signal was made fbr the approach 
of the enemy’s gun and mortar lioats, 
which for some time had not paid us 
the regular visits they formerly did; 
owing, as I have remarked twfore, to 
the repairs which the l)oats must neces- 
sarily demand ; hut the Vanguard and 
Repulse prames firing several shot, they 
retired. The 3rd, the Fortune pramc, 
mounting five twenty -six pounders, 
was towed out, and moored to the 
southward of the Vanguard. The 
next day, almiit seven in the evening, 
13 gun and 6 mortar boats fired briskly 
upon the garrison, seconded by the 
lines ; they stayed near on hour and a 
half, and threw a vast number of shells; 
but few were diriMited towards our 
camp. Lfieu tenant John Frazer, of the 
7dru, had his leg shot off on Monta- 
gue’s baAtkm ; and Lieutenant Kdw, 
of the 50th, was wounded with sjdin- 
tera of stones. Two of the 56th and 
73rd were likewise wounded. The 
enemy continued, on the 6th and 7th, 
to make some few alterations, and col- 
lect fascines, ^bions, and other mate- 
rials at their lines, and various parts 
of the approaches. The parallel they 
also streu^eued; but the six-gun 
battery still remained masked with 
sand-bags. * 

As it appeared of greater conse-, 
quence, at this period, to annoy the 
enemy from the Queen’s battery at the 
Old mole head, which formed an excel* 
lent cross-fire with the other batteries, 


[CUAP. C 

than to fire into their camp, the moi« 
tars used flir the latter purpose were 
removed, and the maskea embrasures 
at the extremity, with two others ad- 
joining, were ordered to be openci, 
and so altered as to admit of four 
howitzers bearing on the new battery. 
During the night of the 11th, the 
enemy erected an additional biittery of 
six embrasun^, westward of die other, 
whei'e the pickets were obsc^rved at the 
close of last month. This work was 
retired a few yards, but joined the ex- 
tremity of the shoulder «)f the old bat- 
tery, and extended almost in the same 
direction towards the beach. It ap- 
peared very strong, and seemed to be 
intended against the Old mole head 
and Water|iort. 

During the night of the 12tb, many 
signals were made in the Out anU 
along the coast. Tn the morning we 
observed a cutter standing for the bay : a 
xebeqiic and tlirec gun-l^ts attempted 
to intercept her, but she got in without 
firing a gim. She was called the Phen- 
nix, and was laden, on government ac- 
count, with ordnance stores. Colonel 
Ross, who had left the garrison some 
months before, was a passenger, 'and 
returned to mke the command of his 
regiment, the 72Dd, or Royal Manches- 
ter Volunteers. ’Phe lieutenant who 
cennmauded the cutter, informed us 
that he parted company with two 
others, destined fbr tiie garrison, on 
the llth ; at which time one of them 
was engaged with two of the enemy's 
cruisers. In the afternoon some sig- 
nals were made at Algezirrs; and a 
cutter was observed standing in for 
the liay, chased, by a frimte ; whence 
we consequently concludcm it must be' 
one of the two mentioned by the Phoe- 
nix. At this time several gun-boats 
were cruising off Cabrita Point and at 
the entrance of the bay, waiting to in- 
tercepVher. In the Stiaits the wind 
was W., but N. W. in the bay, and not 
very strong. About six in the evening 
sbe came up with the gun-boats and an 
armed xeb^ue : a ^art engagement ‘ 
immediately oommeuced.^* Whilst she 
was retarded hy these, a seeond divisioii 
of gun-bo 0 tB irom Algerians cut her 
off mm the garrison ; and .the Irigaw 
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^Qq(ung up, after a moat vigorcaiB and 
reaolate re8i8tanoe» she stnidc. When 
she first appeared, six barges were o^> 
dered from our frigates to assist her, 
aad a signal was hoisted on board the 
Brilliant, which she answered. The 
boats rowed out a considerable way, 
and, the evening 1)eing dark, found 
themselves amongst tlte enemy's gun- 
boats, from whom, with some difficul^, 
*they extricated themselves. The 8ai>- 
scqiient morning we had the mortifi- 
cation to see the cutter towed into Al- 
geziras by five gun-boats, with colours 
flying, and other marks of exultation 
and triumph. 

The enemy about this time adopted 
the mode of cutting Uie fuses of meir 
shells, so that most of them which 
were fired fur a long range burst in the 
air. They continued their practice of 
making signals at tlic tower above the 
Quarry, whenever om* parties were us- 
sembled, or appeared at work: and 
the shot were in general better directed 
than before; but their efiects apiust 
the works were considerably wcakciiod 
by pieces of junk hung over the mer- 
lons Hif the batteries. Our w<irkinen 
wer^ chiefly employed at Willis’s, in 
repairing the Tower battery, &c., and 
at the Old mole. Other dotacbments 
were also engaged in various duties on 
the north ^nt The night of the 
15th, the Aiemy lengthened the paral- 
lel considerably, and, the succet^Uiig 
night, made further additions. In tiie 
fonaioon of the I6th, a long-rouged 
shell, from the St. Carlos’s lottery, 
burst ifi tlfc air over Hardy Town, and 
a splinter of it fieW' into the sea, b«- 
•yond Buena Vista, a distance of more 
thtm three miles. Another shell fell, 
in the course of the morning, at the 
foett>f a wine-houdft, iouthof the bar- 
racks ; and several burst high in the 
air over South shed. We attributed 
these unoomAon long ranps^to the 
Ibroe of the wind, which, blowing in 
ih^same direction in which the shells 
wero thrown, undoubtedly incr^utc'd 
' flndr velocity. Mr. Tmling, assiataut- 
eegineer, wi|g bounded the same day 
at Willis’s. A boat arrived on the 
Ifilh from Fjiru : the crewVere sepa- 
raii-ty examined, befbre tiwy were jasr- 


mitted the liberty of the garrison. 
The patron of this boat informed ni» 
that seven cutters, destined for Gib- 
raltar, had been taken by the Spa- 
niards. 

Two deserters came in, about seven 
in the evening of the 20th ; one a cor- 
poral, the other a private in the Walon 
guards. The former appeared to be 
very intelligent, and iu&rmed us of 
many circnmstauccs with which we 
were not before acquainted. ’Fhe new 
mortar battery, he said, was called St. 
Paschal’s : and corroborated our intel- 
ligence, that it mounted two mortars 
and six elevated guns. The two six- 
gun batteries were named St Martin*!. 
He further acquainted us, that the 
camp was principally composed of mi- 
litia regiiueiitss tljat the men were 
much dissatisfied with their situation, 
and greatly harassed in raising tlie od- 
ditional batteries i that they had suf- 
fered lately veiy severe losses from our 
fire ; particularly instancing the 22nd 
and 23rd of the preceding iiiontli, when 
7 officers and $0 men were killed and 
wounded. One of the latter was an 
engineer of nink, who died three davs 
afterwards. We hod rcmarkeil, in the 
course of the altove firing, an officer to 
be particularly^ active, which we now 
found to be tliis engineer : lie braved, 
for a considerable tunc, the dangers of 
the dav, but at lenjrth fell, and was 
carried off. This deserter gave the 
governor fiirther information, respect- 
ing the strength and arrangement of 
their guards; and tlie next moniing 
was conduct!^ to Willis’s, where he 
described to him various parts of the 
enemy’s works and camp. It bad al- 
ways been customary for the governor 
to detain the deserters at the convent 
a few days, till he was sufficiently in- 
formed or every particular ; but these 
he immured so close, that, excepting 
some geneml information, the garrison 
had an opportunity of learning but 
few circumstances till event took 
place, which will jfresently be related. 

The firing from both sides varied as 
objects ottered. Many of the enemy’s 
sheHs ranged as far as the Soudi bar- 
racks ; and others, agreeably to their 
newh -adopted plan, Imrst tn the air 
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llie morning of thr 22u4, a soldier of 
the 58th rjpgiment, who had been rniwing 
several days, was seen to go into Fort 
Barbara, from behind the rock. The 
following day the enemy mounted guns 
in the St. Martin's battery ; and a par^ 
was employed in completing the six 
eastern embrasures, which were now 
unmasked. We kept upon tliem our 
usual fire of small shells from Willis's 
and the upper batteries ; but the lower 
ordnance were silent. In the course 
of the day the governor reconnoitred 
the enemy's worlu ; and it was reported 
that all the batteries were to be amin 
opened upon them, as soon as the four 
embrasures for the howitzers, at the 
Old mole head, were completed. 

The night of the 23rd, the besiegers 
added to the parallel a return of cask- 
work to tlie west: it appeared very 
slight and trifling. The two succeed- 
ing days, their parties were very ac- 
tive in finishing the batteries, which, 
on the 26tht exhibited a perfect and 
formidable appearance. This was 
the crisis which the governor con- 
sidered as proper to frustrate all their 
immediate views, by destroying these 
stupendous work^ the construction of 
which had cost them such immense la- 
bour and expense. By the deserters 
who came in on the 20th instan^ he 
was acquainted with the inactivity 
which prevailed throughout the ene- 
my's camp, and with me stren^ of 
their advanced guards. Lulled into 
security by their superiority of force, 
they never suspected the ratrrisou capa- 
ble of attempting so bold and hazard- 
ous a couple-main. The governor, 
however, secretly conceived this Im- 
portant desijni, and never imparted his 
intention till the evening in which it 
wi^ut in execution. 

The gates were no sooner shut, alter 
first gun-firing, on the evening of the 
26th, than he ordered a considerable 
detachment to assemble on the Red 
sands at midnight with devils, fire- 
fiigeots, and worlhng implements, to 
make a sortie on the enemy's batteries. 
The general, field, and other officers 
to be employed on this service, were 
oonvenetl in the interim, and the dis- 
position of attack communicated ; but 


lest some matters might have escaped 
him in the multiplicity of arrangements, 
the governor desired every person to 
propose, without restraint, whatever 
would, in his or their opinion, furtlier 
promote the success of the enterprise. 
The following are the heads of the 
orders issued on this occasion. 

" Evening Garrieon Orders, 

" Gibraltar, Nov. 26, 1781. 

^ Cottutersign, Steady. 

**A11 the grenadiers and light in- 
fantry of the garrison, and all the men 
of the 12th and Haidenberg|B regi- 
mentB, officers, and non-commissioned 
officers now on duty, to be immediately 
relieved, and join their regiments : to 
form a detachment, consisting of the 
12th and Hardeuberg*s regiments com- 
plete, the grenadiers and lightrinfantry 
of all the otlier regiments (which are 
to be completed to their fall establish- 
ment from the battalion companies); 
1 captain, S lieutenants, 10 non-com- 
missioued officers, and 100 artillery 
and 3 engineers, 7 officers, and: 12 
non-commuHioned officers over^peH 
with 160 workmen from the line, 
and 40 workmen from the artificer 
company. Each man to have 36 
rounds of ammunition, with a good 
fiint in his piece, and aupther in his 
pocket No drums to go out except- 
ing two with each of the regiments. 
No volunteers will be allow(^ The 
whole to be commanded bj' Brigadier- 
General Ross ; and to assemble on ^e 
Red sands at twelve o’clockHhis night 
to make a sortie upon the enemy's bat* 
teries. Tlie 39th and 58th regimenur 
to parade at the same hour on the Grand 
parade, under the ^mmand of Brig^ 
mer-G^eral Picton, to sustain* ue 
sortie if necessary." 

Thqse were the prinmpal ordcAra tot 
forming the detachment Atmidni^t 
the whole were assembled, ai^ bemg 
joined bv 100 sailors, commaudedT ^ 
Lieuta. Muokle and CampbeU, R.N^,, 
the detachment was divided into flume* 
oolumna, agreeably to* the fidlowing 
diapoaitki^ 
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Cohmui. 

Xient.>Col. Trigg«. 


«L *• *• »■. iff- 

«3iia Ktenadien 4 6 0 101 
79iid It. inrautry 4 5 0 101 
Snilor8,withun )- «« 
wittioeer. ..}3 3 0 100 

Artillery .... 1 4 0 36 

12th regiment 26 88 2 430 
totli It. iufantry 8 3 0 67 


Ctmtre Cuiumm^ 
Lieut.-<k»l. DacheuliRiiMn 
and Mignr Maxwell. 
TAe itesertw. 

tf. «. r.^ 

39th ffreiMdiem 3 3 67 
39th It. ililaBti^ 8 3 67 
73rd tfreuaiUera 4 5 101 
73rdh.l»lBntry 4 6 101 

Artillery 2 4 40 

66th grenadier 3 3 57 
68th penediert 8 3 67 


41 '48 2 8S4 I 


IVjf/At Co/mdui. 
Lieut. -Cul Hugo. 


o. *, r.A/*, 

^Tn.rr]!* ri 
«» « 

Artilleiy . .. 1 2 0 86 

66tli It. ini'entry 3 3 0 57 

30 69 2 670 


In these columns, Briftadier Ross, and several officers who accompanied him 
as aides-de-camp, are not included, which will explain the difference between 
them and the annexed summary of the whole force of the garrison at this time. 


lilt Hill! I i, 

Tufail out with the sortie 1 3 3 26 60 14 0 3 0 0 2 147 4 1914 1 

.Hick in hospital 0 0 0 1 ) 1 0 0 0 0 0 88 6 537^ 

Remiiiniug in garrison . 6 5 6 45 71 31 3 7 8 9 14 266 V81 2531 


3 (S 

A 1014 1 Escliisire of the saiioh 
* tW>in the frigates. 


Total streuMh of thel 
garrison Wore the) 


6 8 8 76 132 46 8 10 8 9 16 441 191 5002 Total strength. 5952. 


The detachment being formed in may require. The reserve to take 
three lines, the right column in the post in the fkrthest nardens. When 
rear, and the left in the front, tools for the works are carried, the attacking 
demolishing the works were delivered troops are to take up their ground in 


rections for their destination oommuiii- of Reden's and La Motte's behind the 
Gated to the principal officers. parallel ; the 89th and 73rd flank com- 

**The ri^t column to lead and ponies along the front of the fourth 
march through Forbes's barrier, for the Dranch; and the 73nd ^enadiers and 
eactr^itjv qf the parallel ; keeping the light infantry with tlieir right to the 
eastern fences of the gagdens close cm fourth branch, and left to the beach.*’ 
their left. The centre immediately to By the time the destination of the 
&llow, marching through Bay-side bar- columns was made known to the differ- 
rier, and directing their route through ent officers, and other arrangements had 
.gardens for tbea mortar batteries, taken place, the morning of the 27th 
The column to bring up the rear, was fer advanced ; and as the moon 
snntwiyng along the strand for the gun had then nearly finished her nightly 
* batteries. No aerson to advance Aerore course, the detachment, about a quaiter 
the front, unless ordered by the officer before three o’clock, began its march, 
the columu : and the by files from the right of the rear line 
most profound rilence to be observed, for the attack, ^^though nothug 
as the of the enterprise may de* could exceed the silence and attention 

peod thereon. ;rhe 12th and Harden- of the troqiMi, the enemy's advanced 
berg's legimedts to form in front of the sentries discovered the ri^^ column 
wow, u sustaining corpse #ud are to before they passed Foihes'i barrier, 
detach to the tiidit and l^is occasion mid after cbalkngiiig, fired iqm th^ 
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Lumt-Col. iiuding they were 

alarmed, immediately formed the at- 
tacking corpg, and pushed on at a brisk 
pace for the extremity of the parallel ; 
there finding no opposition, he took 
pOBsession, and the pioneers began to 
chsmantlc the works. Part of Harden- 
berg’s regiment, which was attached to 
this column, mistook the route of the 
grenadiers, owing to the darkness of 
Sie morning; and in pursuing their 
own, found themselves, ^fbre they dis- 
covered their error, in front of the St. 
Carlos's battery. In this dileinina, no 
other alternative offered but pressing 
ibrwards, which they gallantly did, 
after receiving the enemy's fire. Upon 
mounting the parapet, the enemy pre- 
cipitately retreated, and with great dif- 
ficulty they descended the stupendous 
w'ork, forming with their left to the 
tower. Th^ were thus situati^d, 
when Licut.-Co]. Dachenhausen, at the 
head of the 39th flank companies, en- 
tered the St. Carlos's battery, and na- 
turally mistaking them for his oppo- 
nents, fired, and wounded several. Fur- 
ther mischief was however prevented 
by the countersign; and the Hano- 
verians joined the remainder of their 
corps, which now formed en potence, in 
front of the parallel. The 73rd flank 
companies were equally successful in 
their attacks ; and Lieat.-Col. Trigge, 
with the grenadiers, and li^bt company 
of the 72nd regiment, carried the gun 
batteries with great gallantry. The 
ardour of the assailants was irresistible. 
The enemy on every side rave way, 
abandoning' in an instant, and with the 
utmost precipitation, those works which 
had cost them so much expense, and 
employed so many months to perfect 
When our troops had taken posses- 
sion, the attacking corps formed, agree- i 
ably to their orders, to renel any 
attempt which the enemy might make 
to iprevent the destruction of Uie works, 
whilst the 12th regiment took post in 
front of the St. Carlos's batteir, to sus- 
tain the western attack ; and the re- | 
serve, under Majfir Maxwell, drew up ! 
in the fhrther gardens. The exertions 
of the workmen and artillery were 
wonderfol. The batteries were soon in 
a state for the fire-fiiggots to operate; 


and the flames spread with astonishSiig 
rapidity into every part. The column 
of fire and smoke which rolled from 
the works, beautiftilly illuminated the 
troops and neighbouring objects, form-" 
ing altogether a ooup-d’csil not possible 
to bedticribed. 

In an hour the object of the sortie 
was fully effected; and trains being 
laid to the magazines. Brigadier Boss 
ordered the advanced corps to with- 
draw, and the sustaining regiments tp • 
cover their retreat ; but, by some over- 
sight, the barrier at Forbes's was 
lock^i after the flank companies had 
returned ; whieE might have proved of 
serious consequences to Hardenberg's 
regiment, as they were, from that cir- 
cumstance, under the necessity of fol- 
lowing the 12th regiment through 
Bay-Side barrier.* 

Several small quantities of powder 
took fire whilst the detachment was on 
its retreat; and just as the rear had got 
within the garrison, the principal ma- 
gazine blew up with a tremendous ex- 
plosion; throwing up vast pieces of 
timber, which, falling into the flames, 
added to the general conflagration. 
Although the enemy must hav^ been 
early alarmed, not the sniallest effort 
was made to save or avenge their works. 
The fugitives scenie<l to communicate 
a panic to the whole ; and, instead of 
annoying our troops from^ithe flanking 
forts, their artillery directed a ridicu- 
lous fire towards the town and our 
upper batteries, whence we continued a 
warm and well-served discharge of 
round shot on their forts anc|^ barrier. 
Only 2 officers and 1C privates 'were 
taken prisoners; and little opposition 
being made, very few were killed 
in the workk The guard, ftnom the 
best information, jionsisted of one cap- 
tain, three subalterns, and 74 pnvutes, 
including the artillery. 

Tlipis was this important atta^ exe- ■ 
cuted beyond the most sanguine expeo- 


• It wu not a little lingulRr, that thfse two 
regiment!, which at the memoraltle ^ttle '«g 
Minden had fought by each other*! nde, and, 
aoeording to the naturaF tffone of events 
could never expect to meet again, ahonld bo 
employed c second time on the^aanio oeeaaioa, 
and be the only entire legfanenti out. 
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t^tions of every one. The event chal- 
lenges ffreater admintioii, nhea we 
reflect that the batteries were diats&t 
near three-q^rters of a mile firom the 
'^aarrison, and only within a few hun- 
or4(l yards of a besieging raemy’s 
lines, mounting 135 pieces of heavy 
artillery. 

The detachment had fbur privates 
killed; Lieut. Tweedie, of the 12th 
iggiment, with 24 non-^nmissioned 
•and privates, wounded $ and one miss- 
ing, supposed to be left wounded on tlie 
batteries. Of this number, Hardcn- 
berg's regiment had two killed and 12 
wounded. The ordnance spiked in the 
enemy's works amounted to 10 13-inch 
mortars, and 18 2ft-poottdcr8. 

General Eliott’s anxiety on the occa- 
sion would not permit him to wait the 
issue within the garrison; hut, ac- 
quainting the Ueuteiiant-govenior with 
his intention, be accompauied the sortie, 
and expressed the highest approbation 
of their behaviour by the following 
public orders : that ** we bravery and 
conduct of the whole detachment, offi- 
cers, sailors, and soldiers, on the glo- 
rious occasion, surpassed his utmost ac- 
Vnowlsdgments.*' 

Although the attack was not totally 
exempted ftom those littie derange- 
ments which naturally attend night ex- 
peditions of this nature, yet, to the 
honour of tfaa whole, neither musket, 
working-tool, nor other implement, was 
left behind : a volunteer indeed of the 
73rd regiment lost his kilt in tlie attack, 
which* the governor being acquainted 
with, ^prcgni|ed him a substitufe in 
return ; and not long afterwards pre- 
sented him with a commission in an es- 
tablished corps. When our troops en- 
tered the batteries, the written repc^ 
of the qommatiding ofHoer was fenna in 
one o^ the splinter-proofe. wbich^when 
the guard was relieved, was intended 


to have been sent to the Spanish ge* 
ncral. The report expressed, that 
** nothing extraoroinary had liajppeued,** 
whicK ft must be acicnowleclg^, the 
captain had been a little premature in 
writing. 

Befme the detachment returned from 
the neutral ground, Lieiit.-Col. Tovey, 
of the artillery, died. He was suc- 
ceeded by Major Lewis in the com- 
mand of that department. 

The night or the 27th, the enemy 
were alarmed with an explosion in the 
ruins of their ^tteries; and imme- 
diately directed a smgrt discharge of 
musketry, with round and gmp<^ot, 
toward tlie spot. We imagined they 
suspected that we had made a second 
sally, to finish the destructhm of what 
remained; and their error probably 
would have continued some nme, had 
they not been undeceived by our throw- 
ing a shell amongst the ruins; after 
which they instantly ceased. By the 
number of lights seen in their camp, 
we had reason to conclude tliat their 
army assembled on the alarm. The 
enemy had not yet tliought proper to 
mke any measures towara extinguish- 
ing the flames, but avenged themselves 
liy a brisk cannonade upon the town. 
In their camp several men were exe- 
ented, who probably might be some oi 
the unfortunate actors in the late dis- 
grace. The doth, their batteries con- 
tinued Imming iu five different places : 
when they ceased to smoke, the works 
seemed completely destroyed ; nothing 
but heaps of sand remaining. Five 
dismounted mortars could be seen in 
the Sf. Carlos's batteiy from tlie sum- 
mit of the rock; one gun also in St. 
Paschal's, and three in the St. Martin’s. 
At night we fired several rounds of 
grape at their borse-patrolcs, which, 
since their late misfortune, appeared 
more numerous than before. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The ^pnnfftrd* Heiermitie to rMtore their batteries— Estublieh Mvemi defensive poets— Repair 
ttieir works, but are comiidenihly retarded by tiie f^arrison— Description of a new invented 
depressing gun*carHag«— Gallant behaviour of the Mereuryi ordnance-itiip — I’he Veriam 
store-ship arrives wiili several gun-boats, in fiwmes; also the Cerberus and Apollo felgatea; 
with a reinforcement of men— Singular quality of quick sight in two boys belonging to the 
garrison— Spaniards resolve to make a vigoroua attack upon Gibraltar, undor tlui command 
of the Due de Crillon — Begin to convert large vessels into battering-ships at Algesirao— 
A party of Corsicana ardve, and offer to act as Volunteers in the garrison during the siege 
— Enemy’s array reinforced — Unfortunate accident in a magiiainc at Willw’s— A strong re- 
inforcement of French troops joins the enemy’s army — ^'I'lio Due de C'rilloti assumea the 
command of the combined forces { and the besiegers* Wteries for some time are silent. 

Tue Spaniards for several days ap> the offieers taken prisoner waa the 
peared totally at a loss how to act after Ilaron Von Hclnistadt, an ensign in 
their recent disgrace. Their batteries the Walou guards, with the rank of 
continued in flames, nor were any at- captain : the other was Don Vincente 
tempts made to extinguish the Are. In Freese, a lieutenant of artiUeiy^. The 
the beginning of December, however, baron was dougeroiisly wound^ in the 
they seemed as if suddenly roused from knee, and, not without many intreaties, 
tiieir reverie; upwards of 1000 men submitted to amputation.^ When the 
were at work making fascines, Ac., for surgeons first informed him that this 
which purpose large quantities of brush- operation, was absolutely unavoidable; 
w'ood were collected from the country, he resoluhdy opposed it : amputation. 
From these operations we conclude he said, very seldom succeeded in 
that they were resolved to restore their Spain ; Insides, he was then betrothed 
works, when sufficient materials were in inarri^ to a lady, and would rather 
preiKired. risk his life than present, himself Ijefore 

Tlie I Ft of December, a flag of truce her with only one leg. The governor, 
brought letters from the English pri- being told this determination, immedi- 
soners lately captured in the cutters ately visited the baron, and used every 
l>ouud to the garrison. Not a syllable arguineut to persuade him to comply, 
was mentioned by the Spanish officer His mistress, the geMral gaid, must 
of the late transaction ; nor did he undoubtedly esteem him* the mbre for 
even inquire whether we had taken the honourable wound which he imd 
any prisoners. As we had observed received in the service of his country ; 
the enemy to post strong' guards in and, as to the operation being fatal, he 
the stone guard-houses on the neutral might almost aqsure himself of a cer- 
ground, particularly in the centre one, tain recovery, since, in the many simi- 
the governor ordered the artillery to lar cases which had occurred in the 
endeavour to dislodge them. Answers garrison during the riege, our surgeona 
were returned, on the 2nd, to the had been ^^nerally' successful; and to < 
letters brought the preceding day : let- convince him by ocnlar qproo^ or* 
ters also were sfnt from the prisoners dered severdl mutilated convali^centB 
taken in the sortie to their friends in into the room. This generous att^n- 
camp. The Spanish officer, on reomv- tion of the c^em^r had a poweifhl 
in^ the letters, appeared' much aur- e^ct on the baron, who^ no longer able 
{wwed, put them in his pdfitet, but was to Teri|t Ids imptmunhieB, at length 
aileut' and the boats parted. One of consented to the 0iiperatlGn4 Tlkeenemy* 
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night of the ar^ the dsi- 

innge done to the third bmucih of ap- 
proach ; and did Bonc tritUuj^ vork at 
the fou^ branch; The next day a 

* dag of truce from ^ enemy brought 
letters of thanks from the Spanish 
aeneral, Don Martin Alvares, and the 
Walou guards, to the governor, for 
the humanity sho«rn to the prisoners 
taken in die batteries. In the boat 
^me some poultry for the woipided 

• boron ; also clothes and money for the 
officers. Their guards in the lines 
now appeared to be about 8(H) infontry, 
with 100 artillery; besides 60 or 70 
cavalry for patroles. The governor, 
on the 5di, ordered that ** no officer of 
the line, commanding at a pmt, should 
interfere in the mode of loading, point* 
ing,or firing the cannon. If at any 
dme he Jt^ged it necessary ^to fire 
upon the enemy, he was to point out 
the object to the artillery, and submit 
it to their opuiiqn, whether it was 
pfracticable or not.” The morning of 
the 7t1^ a cutter ap{Mare<l A*om the 
west, and, after an olMtinate action with 
the enemy's gun-boats, was obliged to 
strike, in fois engagement we ob- 

^ served that the enemy had made some 
alterations in the construction of tlieir 
bemts, which before would not allow 
the guns to be depressed. 

Notwithstanding our fire, the enemy 
seemed (*stablish them- 

selves at the centre stone guard-house, 
round which, on the night of the 7tb, 
they maiie a trencli, and also lined 
wim*fascinc8 part of the fourth branch 
of approach. Our firing continued to 
vary as thdir operations were more or 
less noticed; in tlie day we directed 
h principally to parties observed near 
the tower, and at night to the centre 
guard-house; a^in|^ which they had 
£eap^ up sand, and continued every 
evening to make other additions.*^ The 
' garrisbu at thi^period was so exhicmely 
sickly, that a hundred men were cur- 
tail^ foom the working parties; and 
the officers' servants, wiui others who 


.usually ..were exempted from these 
duti^ were ordered to asrist, to lessen 
the fotigue oF their comrades. Near 
700 were at«tlus tune on hospital 


lists.— The Unicom cutter sailed, in 
the night of the 1 2th, with dispatches 
for Eugland ; and the following even- 
ing, the PhdBtiix, with duplicates. 

The operations of the enemy Mtethed 
now entirely defensive. The westerv 
stone guard-house on the beach wak 
unroofed in the same manner as the 
centre guard-house, and strengthened 
with sand: with a trench dug round 
at some distance in the front We 
imagined that strong guards were sta- 
tioned every night at these posts, to 
protect their remaining works.. Tlie 
evening of the l6th, abwt ten o'clock, 
one of tlie enemy’s advanced sentries, 
near Bay-side, fii'ed his musket; which 
was taken up by others in the gardens, 
and the alarm spread to the lines, and 
thence to the camp. Lights were im- 
mediately observed moving about, and 
the drums iK^at to arms. Afti^r stmie 
hours' conftision they were calm and 
quiet. Their works, particularly the 
8t. Paschal's battery, continued to 
smoke iii several places, on tlie 18th. 
No onlnance could now be seen in any 
of tlie batteries : tlieir fire u^as rather 
smart, but no particular object seemed 
to engage their notice. 

Bngadiers Boss and Green were ap- 
pointed, in the orders of the 2Uth, to 
be major-generals in the army; and 
the next evening General Ross sailed 
in a boat for FaiX), on his return to 
Kngland. General Green some time 
afterwards received a letter of sc^rvice, 
and Lieutenant Holloway, liis brigade- 
major, was appointed his aide-de-camp. 
I'he same day a fiag of truce brougnt 
over several letters, with money and 
clothes for the prisoners. . At night, 
the enemy extencled the fourth branch 
in the same direction, toward the 
western stone guard-house; and seve- 
ral pickets were driven, and fascines 
laid in the ruins of the batteries, in 
order to retain the sand, and prevent 
it being washed down by the rains. 
The night of the 23rd they raised an 
epBulment on the|top of the eentte 
guard-house, and finished the flint 
of the hew approach from the foarfo 
branch. 

Two soldiers of Hardenberg's end 
B9 
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the 72]id ref^ent, on the 25th, at- 
tempted to desert bv a rope fhniL 
Mount Miseiy : the mrmer got down, 
though the rope broke ; which accident 
was the cause of the latter being re- 
taken. A few days after, a sergeant 
of the artificers was ordered to recon- 
noitre the place where this deserter 
descended ; and he got down fkr 
enough to discover the unfortunate 
man dashed to pieces at the foot of the 
precipice. 'JThe night of the 27th the 
enemy made several additions to the 
centre guard-house. The Baron Von 
Helmstadt being dangerously ill at)Out 
this period (not in consequence of the 
amputation he hod undergone, but 
from some inward malady), fiags of 
truce were daily passing and rcpassitig 
to inform his ftiends of his dangerous 
situation. The 28th, the baron died; 
and the following day his body was 
carried to the New mole, accompanied 
the grenadiers of the l*ith regiment, 
witli tlie usual honours of war, where 
two barges waited to convey it to the 
enemy’s camp. The governor, and 
principal officers in the garrison, with 
Don Vincento, attended the ceremony. 
The fowls and other refreshments sent 
by his friends, with the money not used 
by the baron in his sickness, were also 
returned, to the most minute article. 

The enemy, on the night of the doth, 
added to the trench iu front of the centre 
mard-house, which, a few evenings be- 
fore, they had altered fTom its onginal 
form. Our engineers the same night 
erected a blind of canvas, &c., in front 
of Princess Anne's battery (Willis's), 
which the engineers afterwards cais- 
soned, when their fire became less 
warm on this new object. Another 
was afterwards placed before the Prin- 
cess Amelia’s, for the same purpose. 
The nwteritAs with which the works at 
the northward were liow repaired, 
were collected fivim tlie coal-ships that 
had bera run ashore in the New mole 
after Admiral Darby’s departure. The 
sides of these vess^s were cut up, under 
the direction of the engineers, into large 
solid pieces, of such form dimen- 
sion as the purpose dictated to which 
they were to be ^plied. Of these ma- 


terials the batteries at Wlllis'e were at 
this time fiormed; the angles being 
connected and seen^ by strong knees 
and bolts having transverse pieces 
within, which were also kneed. W^n " 
the caissons for the merlons were tons 
flramed, th^ were filled in the fWmt 
with layers of junk, and sand-bags be- 
hind. The height of the merlons was 
between ten and eleven feet; and the 
npper parts were supported by strong 
beams across the embrasures, forming ' 
hooda (as the engineers called them) over 
the muzzles of the cannon : these hoods 
were three feet deep, and extended 
about six feet in leng^ over the em- 
brasures ; by which improvements the 
guns were preserved from being broken 
by the shells in their descent, and the 
artillery-men on duty were well co- 
vered. The solid construction of these 
new works, and the adoption of a simi- 
lar mode in repairing the other defences 
of the garrison, will account, in a great 
measure, for the general casualtiesof the 
troops not lieing so numerous as might 
otherwise be expected ; and, to evince 
the permanence of them, no other proof, 

I imagine, need be adduced, than that ^ 
upward of 100 shot-holes havr been ^ 
plugged up in the front of one merlon, - 
and yet the liattery was not materially 
damaged.* 

Two ordnance-ships arrived in the 
course of December. Asewe are now 
arrived at the close of the year, it may 
not be impertinent to insert a return of 
casuals, from the 12th of April to die 
dlst of December, 1781, that the reader 
may have an idea of our gexueral loss 
in that period. 


• 

* When the enemy's proceedings afterwsrds 
rendered some slterstions necessary In the 
works St WiIUh’s. the ship timber was found 
very useful in further securing the uplMt I'at* 
teries, und in protecting our' artillery. The 
height of the paiapets permitted the eagineen 
to ere'^f. splinter-proofs betjireen the guns, of * 
curved pieces of tlml>er cut from the bottenn 
of a ship, which were placed against tbs 
breasts of the merlons, and made bombqproof 
by layers of sand-bags, which also formed a 
travertie scross the battery. l)y .theee addl: 
tions tlie communications between tlie ord- 
nance were covered, ancFtl^O batteries well 
traversed agalnat the enemy's osstoni on- 
fi]ade«Bie.(3 •• 
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KSUed and dead of wonnda 
Disabled . • • * 

Wounded . • . . 

I'he new year's day of 1782 was re- 
markable for an action of gallantry 
which is wortliy of being rescued from 
.mdivion. An officer of artillery at 
Willis's, observing a shell fcdling to- 
wards tiie place where he stood, got be- 
hind a traverse for protection; which 
he had scarcely done, ere it &11 into 
traverse, luid instantly entangled 
him in the rubbish : one of the guard, 
named Martin, obsen^iiig his distress, 
generotisly risked his own life in de- 
lenoe of his officer, and ran to extri- 
cate him ; but, finding his own efforts 
ineffectual, culled for assistance ; when 
another of the guard joining him, they 
relieved the ora<yer from his situatimi ; 
and almost at the same instant the shell 
burst, and levelled the traverse to tlie 
ground. Martin was afterwards pro- 
moted, and rewarded by tlie governor, 
• who the same time told him ** he 
should equally have noticed him for 
relieving liis comrade." Several simi- 
lar instanciis of lieroism occurred 
during the siege, all of which were 
equally bookable to the garrison. 

The enemy persevered in carrying 
on their works ; the centre guard-house 
now began to assume a regular figure. 
The (ij^tch formed tliree sides of a hexa- 
gon, extending to the rear in obtuse 
angles with^tlic front; and the fascine 
parapet, joining the building, was 
lengthened eacli way. Materials con- 
tinued to be daily brought down to the 
lines and udvancec^ works. Tlieir 
workifien w'ere however considerably 
annoyed, in repairing the fourth and 
.fifth ofaimheB of the. approach, frqgi.thc 
Old fbole head and Montague’s bastion. 
The ship 8t. Philip's Castle, in govern- 
men! service, arrived on the 4th from 
Mah(^ wjtli dispatches ftom General 
Murray: on board her came several 
prisoners tak^^y that general in a 
sally iiiade.,ftioin Fort Philip's. 
Tb» enemy emSeavoured to cut her off 
ftom thg hoy, bat could not ac6Di&- 
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plish it. She returned to Minorca on 
the loth. Since their army hod hmded 
at Minorca, the enemy's attention to 
too castwai^ was visibly ^te^i^r 

tower on the Queen of^^ain’s Chair 
as had been toeir ousted formerly. 
The subsequent evening, our prames 
made the signal for tlm approach of 
toe gun-boats : an easterly wind ,how* 
ever springing up, toey threw up their 
rocket^ and retired. We could not 
otherwise aocoimt for their not firing 
in an easterly wind, than by imagin- 
ing they were apprehensive of some ac- 
cident in their magaaines, which, being 
in toe stem of & boat, might run 
some danger of being blown up by the 
sparks from the discharge of their ord- 
nance. The niglit of the 7th, beside 
making additions to the centre guard- 
house, the enemv dei)ouchcd from toe 
fifth branch, and dug a trench about 
fifteen or twenty yards towards the 
east A court of inquiry, on Uie fitb, 
sat on Antonio Juanico, the spy who 
was discovered in the Faro boat; and 
some time afttenvards he was ordered 
to prepare for execution. The gover- 
nor however at last pardoned him. 

The enemy, al)Out this time, re- 
moved several guns from the camp to 
toe lines, taking others back. Most 
of their cannem (we had reason to imai- 
gine for some time post) had been 
greatly damaged by toe firing ; as the 
shot, at perils, were observed not to 
^ with toe same velocity as at first 
Ine last deserter said th(^ hud spoiled 
three sets of guns from the commence- 
ment of the bombardment In the 
night of toe Oth, they raised the epanl- 
ment joining the ^tre guard-house 
and opened four dhhrasures, two on 
each side of the hnildlng. They wera 
all masked with fascines, and appeared 
solely fixr defence. The night te 
12th, the enemy ftNnned a trmh from 
the ddbonehnre of the fifth braaeh. to 
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the fcont of the ruius of the St. Carlos's 
battery, toward the western beach •part 
of it was lined with fascines. They 
also raised a place d’artnes on the east 
flank .of the St. Carlos's battery, joining 
the flflh branch. At night sailed the 
Henry and Mercury ordiiance^hips 
to the westward. Don Vincente Freese 
went paasengcr in the former for Eng- 
land, M'ith the prisoners taken in our 
sortie, and those sent by General Mur- 
ray. AlK)utthe 14th or 1 5th, the enemy 
raised another place d'armes on the west 
flank of the St. Carlos's battery, and 
joining the ruius of the St Pasclial's 
buttery; and the subseouent evening 
strengthened and capped it with fas- 
cines. In the night, signals were made 
in the Gut, and at daybreak two cutters 
appeared at the entrance of the bay ; but 
the wind blowing somewhat northerly, 
and dying away, they were driven to 
IccwaM by the current! a frigate and 
11 gun-boats from Algeziras imme- 
diately ^ve chose, and soon after they 
were joined ^ a frigate and xebe^ue 
from Ceuta. The cutters finding it im- 
possiiile to make the bay, and observ- 
ing the for^ of their pursuers, pru- 
deutly crowded sail to the eastward. 
In the afternoon some of the gun-boats 
got within range, and a few rounds 
were exchanged ; but the wind freshen- 
iiiff towards .sunset, tlie cutters evidently 
len the enemy conbiderahly astern. 
When night prevented us from con- 
tiiiiiiug our observations, they bad in- 
deed gained such a distance, that we 
did not in the least doubt but they 
would escape. 

The enemy had mad^ for several 
preceding evenings, considerable addi- 
tions to the centre redoubt ; and on the 
uight of the 1 7th, they raised a work 
embracing each extremity of the frs- 
cinc-ditch which was in the front of it : 
this post now appeared finished. They 
likewise raised and threw sand in front 
of the place d’armes, and brought vast 
quantities of differ^ materials to their 
advanced works, ^eir firing was not 
at this period remarkable; but as they 
directed their ordnance principally 
among our working parties on the faHi, 
we exjperienred a few casualties. Our 
hattenes in return were well served; 


and the fire pointed to all quarters. In 
the morning of the 18th, just dfker gun- 
firing, signals were made from the ene- 
my's advanced works, which were re- 
peated to their camp. The batteries at 
the same time kept ^ a brisk fire, all 
in a low direction. This gave us rea- 
son to think tliey were apprehensive 
of another sortie : and the following 
morning the four embrasures in the 
centre redoubt were unmasked, ana 
animated with four howitzers; and a 
considerable number of tvoopH left the 
lines soon after daybreak : all which 
circumstances served to countenance 
our conjecture. In the evening of the 
2flth, the artillery at Willis's discovered 
a i>arty of the enemy erecting a line of 
communication firom the fourth branch 
to the centre redonbt The Old mole 
head and Montague's were immediately 
opened on them in addition to the 
upj>er battttines ; and we pjied them Bf* 
briskly, that the party was obliged to 
retire about midnig|ht, leaving the work, 
as the morning e'^uced, in great con- 
cision. The subsequent nigh^ notwith 
standing our fire» they raised and 
strengtliened the new communigatiou. 
In tras duty they were well covered by 
a brisk fire from the lines ; and which, 
from the repeated volleys discharged^ 
afforded room to thi. k that their work- 
men had suffered materia^y the night 
before. 

The night of the 29rd they repaired 
thp parapet of the St Carlos's imttery 
nine fiuscines in height, and began to 
rebuild the magazine in the rear. Great 
quantities of fiiscines, &c. ^ere in' and 
about the battery. The succeeding 
afternoon, about four o'clock, the gcH^ 
vernor opened the lower batteries on 
this work, and onr^fire was exceedingly 
well serv^ for some hours. Thle tar* 
casses several times set fire to the fos- 
cines, but the enemy as frequently ex- 
tinguished it At first their batteries 
returned our fire sparingly ; but receiv- 
ing a reinforcement Ht artillery-lneti* 
from the camp, the camionade became, 
warm on both sides. Our lower bat-* 
Series ceased in the evMng. The next 
day the mernor renewejT his endea- 
vours to ram these worlds. The ear* 
casses were equidly succemflil ss dm 
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. preceding day, but tbeir guards and 
▼orKmen soon exdngiiii^M tlie to. 
Tlie Spanish Hues retimisd the canooia- 
jdd xirith great Tlvacily, havu^^ in the 
twwty-four hoars duchaiged 1046 shot 
and 83 shells : our batteries dimkiished 
iheir to about tor in the afternoon. 
The carcasses used by the artllleiy on 
this occasion were made of the enemy^s 
blind shells, in which were prorated 
^ three large holes, and the cBTit> filled 
'with composition. They were tond 
to answer extremely well; some of 
them burning fresh a quarter of an hour 
after the enemy had smothered them 
with sand, which was the mode they 
adopted to pot them out. 

We observed, on the 27th, four large 
piles of fascines at the eastern extremity 
of the parallel. 'We were not at all at 
a loss to guess their meaning in placing 
these fiiscines to the eastward ; as it 
was evident that they wished to draw 
off our attention as much os possible 
from the St. Carlos’s battery. The 
manmuvre did not however answer. 
The following evening, about ten 
o’clodi, arrived the two cutters which 
• had been pursued by the enemy’s cruis- 
ers t9 the eastward: the largest of 
them, called the Viper, was of 480 tons 
burthen, mounted 28 guns, and was, 
esteemed the largest vessel of her hind 
ever built ; the other was the Lively of 
14 guns; tlhtb laden with ordnance 
atores. They informed u« that the even- 
ing of the day they were chased through 
to the east, sevend of the gun-boats got 
up and engaged them, but were soon 
b^ten off.'sat length the wind freshen- 
ing, the boats were left astern. The 
breese, they said, increased to a brisk 
gide, which, as the gun-boats were 
some leagues from land, might greatly 
dtoress them. TRis conj^ure ap- 
peared confirmed, by none of ftiem 
. bdug*obBerved to have returned to the 
bay. llie night of the 28th, iA ene- 
my toc^ down half of the old tower, or 
wultonl, which they probably thought 
was too conspicuous an object of direo- 
'tSon fbr our artilleiy in the night : they 
added also cqpiliderably to the St. 
lot^B battery, and made some alterations 
lA the cehrtfedoubt, whi^thev pidi- 
Stded iu'ftie rear, ^aud wifhih it'hiiiig a 


barrier gate. The same night, arrived 
to Dutoouth Tartar cutter with 
stores. The night of the 80th, our <»• 
poneuis were observed very busy to the 
eastward of the centre redoubt. We 
instantly cqiened upon them, and drove 
them from the pla^. At daybreak we 
found they had traced out a work of 
five sides, with a large opraiug in the 
rear, and erected before it a screen 
similar to ours at Willis’s, but so inju- 
diciously placed, that the workmen l) 0 - 
hind wea^ not at all concealed torn our 
upper batteries. This work was never 
carried on ; and the screen some time 
afterwards was knocked down, and re* 
moved. Our engineers, of whom little 
has been mentioned to some time, 
were hidefiitigable in repairing the 
splinter-proofs, magazines, travqjrscs, 
end communications, along the north 
ftoDt, which were damaged by the ene- 
my's fire: the King’s, Queen’s, and 
Prince's lines had likewise a share in 
their attention. Parties were also en- 
gaged in seenring and repairing the 
skeleton traverses, formed of tmilier 
and sand-bags in ftont of to doors, 
windows, &c., of the powdeivroagMines 
near the New mole; and deposits of 
fitscines, sand, and odier materials, 
were collected in different parts of to 
garrison. 

In the beginning of February, great 
numbers- of mules continued bringing 
fiiscines, &c. to the enemy's lines ; an^ 
by the number of gabions missiim from 
their foscine pork, it was thought they 
bad ooucealed them in different parte 
of the approaches for new works. The 
St. Orlos’s battery appeared nearly 
completed : it consisted of an epaul* 
meat with two shoulders ; five dodging 
traverses were erected in the rear, ana 
behind tom two larger ones to maga* 
zines: the latter, however, were not of 
to same form as those erected before. 
A gate was also hung at to opening of 
the fifth branch, and to places d’anaes, 
on each flank of to hatterr, seemed 
finished. Part ofwhe poiuiud jcnnlng 
the fifth branch, in extent about 40 
yards, was likewise lined with fiteciDef^ 
and repaired. In this state irere tote 
works near to tower, when, on to 
night of to find, th^ tuilofed to 
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western part of the St. Mortin’ti l)attery, 
making only five eiul)rasare6 to open 
upon uie town and Waterport Our 
firing was pix^ttv smart at this period ; 
but their artillery did not exceed 
100 or 150 rounds in the tweuty-four 
hours. ^ 

In tliis tedious and uninteresting 
manner affairs proce<‘ded ; every night 
the besiegers making some trifling ad> 
dition to their advanced works. The 
afternoon of the 7th, one of thdr shells 
set fire to a magazine-box on the 
Queen's battery (Willis's), in which 
were a few loaded small shells and 
cartridges. These instantly blew up, 
and fired an adjoining gun, but did not 
the smallest injury to the officers, or 
any of the guai'd, though the former 
were, close to it when the accident hap- 
pened. On hearinj^ the explosion, the 
enemy immediately increased their fire, 
and continued it the remainder of the 
evening. The enemy added, on the 
night of the 10th, another embrasure to 
the new battery; and two nights fol- 
lowing, they prolonged the parallel 
about 40 yards to the eastward. Vast 
cfuantities of materials were at this 
time scattered, in various parts of their 
works. 

The afternoon of the 15th, some 
practice was made from a gun mounted 
U|KHi a new-constructed depressing car- 
riage, the invention of Lieittenant Koeh* 
Idr, of the Boyul Artillery, which was 
highly approve of by tbegovemor and 
other officers present. The gun was 
fixed in a bed m timber, the u^er side 
of which was a plane parallel to the 
axis of the piece : from^uis bed, imme- 
diately under the centre of graTity, pro- 
i^led a spindle eight inches in diameter. 
This spindle pas^ through a groove 
formed for its reception in a plank, the 
upper side of which was also a plane : 
upon this nnder-piece the bed and gun 
recoiled, being attaidied to it ^ a key 
passing throi^ the spindle^ The bed 
and gnu by these means were at liberty 
to move roond upelSt the axis the 
mindie, and when fired, elided upon 
the under plank in the line ffiieetea by 
foe ftroove. The undm^j^eue was then 
eonueeted, by a strong hinge In 
to two cheeks of a eomiMi garrison 


carriage, cut down to be fitti'e higher 
than the trucks. The gim could be 
laid to any degree of depressiem under 
20 degrees, by a common quoin resting., 
upon the chwks of the carriage ; Mt 
when greater depressionwas necessary, 
two upright timbers, with indentra - 
steps, were fixed to the cheeks; by 
which, with the assistance of a mov- 
able plank, to slide in upon the steps, 
and a quoin, the back part of the piauk, 
upon which the gun slid^ was elevated * 
at pleasure by iron pins in foe uprights ; 
and the gun depressed to any angle 
above 20 and under 70 degrees. 

Many advantage beside that, of 
immidiatc depression, resulted to the 
artillery from this invention. The car- 
riage, when the gun was depressed, 
seldom moved; the gun sliding upon 
the plank to which the bed was attacned 
by the spindle, and returning to its 
former place with the most trifling 
assistance. When the shot was dis- 
charged, and the bed with the gun had 
recoiled to the extremity of the groove, 
the matross, by taming round foe gun 
to lie horizontany across foe carriage 
(which was done with the greatest > 
ikcility), was also enabled to load 
under cover of the merlon, nnexixwed 
to the enemy s fire, and avoided the 
difficulty of ramming the shot upwards. 

It eqi^y allowed the gim to be fired 
at point blank; and (by taming foe 
mu^e to foe back part of the carnage) 
at every elevation, to 45 degrees, but in 
that state did not particularly exceU 
As to the accuracy of the depressing 
shot, no fiurther proof need bf adducecH 
than that, out of 30 rouhdi^ 28 shot 
took place in one traverse in the St, 
Carlos's battery, at foe distance of near 
1400 yards. 

' A polaore had arrived on foe 1 fifo ; 
and on foe 1 7th, came in the Flyiag- 
flfo cutter, with ordnance stores^ & , 
latter 'Was empoeed, and engaged in foe 
hay by a fir^te, a xebeque, and forea 
j^nn-miats; but got in, by perseVarauea 
and aupei^ skill, wifoont a ringjq 
man kuled or wounded. At 'hi|^ a * 
par^ itt the enemy waui/liioowetiad ai- 
foe aastom extremity, of ppiaUelt 
and a l»Sak lira 
poktaitofooffot 



SIfiQE OF GIBRALTAR. Id 


nawrked they faiul traced out witA fas* 
cines a work (of live sides, leaviiig the 
gorge open) at the west retam from 
•.m pai^d. It aimeared to be lor 
another redoubt. About tlie momitig 
gun-fire, a brig was hailed fh>m Bkiropa, 
and answered, ** frmn Cork finding she 
was a friend, the captain was directed 
to anchor at the Mole ; but, hnaginins 
the ships, as before the war, remained 
dt Waterport, he passed our praines, 
*and did not disoenrer his error till he 
had gone too fiir to return: he was 
onnaequeutljr obliged to put about, and 
tho vessel ground^ at the luick of the 
Old mole. When the enemy observed 
her in the morning, the Black battery 
and Fort St Philip directed a smart 
fire upon her ; but, though it was con- 
tinued the whole d^, not a shot struck 
the hull. Captain Curtis brought away 
the crew, and at night went with seve- 
ral boats, Olid cut away her masts: 
part of her cargo was also rcmoviHl; 
but the greater ix>rtion of it was da- 
maged by the seu-woter. In the even- 
ing, Waterport guard was reinfbrced 
wira a picket. 

• The enemy, on the night of the 18th, 
added^vc embrasures to tlie gun bat- 
tery, and left u ^ace, seemingiy for 
two otliers. 'Diis addition made it 
appear as if they intended the whole 
for one battery, which before was di- 
vided into fWo. Great quantities of 
materials were dispersed in various 
parts of their worlu, and brusliwocxi 
.oontiqued to be brought into their camp 
foom the couDtr}'. The succeeding 
night they^rect^ an epaulment of 
a9 casks long, fiioed with fascines, 
usithin the hexagon figure, at the ex- 
tremity of the parallel. The fhmt 
work was also raised, and a ditch, ex- 
tending along the ftdtit of the pandlel 
to the east lank of the St. Carlos's, 
, Uned with fiiscines. They worked also 
‘ on ibtf platfonflS of the new hffitery. 
llie morning of the 20tb, lo gun-boata 
retOHied^to Algesiras from ihe east: 
01 ^ were supposed to be the same 
which had chased the Viper and Lively 
enUeci. loteQIgenee from Portugal 
ttientioned that several of them had 
Is w file which l^nmg up 
eveim: we were ndier di»< 


appointed therefore to see so many 
return. In the evening the Viper, 
Lively, and Dartmouth Tartar cutt^ 
sailed for Kngland. About the time of 
their departa]|]|g a traverse in the St. 
Carlos's vras set on fire by our artillery, 
which produced a smart cannonade lor 
some hours. The suooeeding day, ou- 
other traverse was set on fire, and 
burnt for some time. The enemy 
always behaved with great spirit on 
these occasions. The night of the 2Ut 
they completed their gun battery, which 
now presented to us 18 enibrasures: 
they hkirwise repaired the damage done 
by the fire. 

About noon on the 23rd, several sig- 
nals were made at Cnbrita Point, whimi 
; brought out a frigate and a xelieque 
from Algeziras. Soon after, we ob- 
served a vessel standinginto the bay 
witli a flowing aail. The xebcfiue 
passed her astern ; but the frigate bore 
down, and appeared as if she intended 
to board. The vessel, however, in 
I coming abreast, threw in so well- 
directed a broadside, that the Spaniard 
was greatly confosed, and fell astern. 
I'he frigate afterwards wore, and re- 
turned Sie salute; but the vessel was 
at such a distance that no dunnige was 
received. On her arrival at the New 
mole, to our surprise we found her to 
I be the Mercury ordnance-ship, which 
I had left Uie bay in January, and, as 
I we imagined, was bound to England. 

I Several inhabitants, supposing the same, 
had taken their passati^ on board her 
for England ; and never discovered 
their mwtake, till, to their great morti- 
fication, tliey found, on their entrance 
into the Straits, tlie unpleasant shores 
of Spain and Barbary, instead of the 
exhilarating coast of Britain. Captain 
lieington, w'bo commanded her, on 
leaving the garrison, had secret oners' 
to put into Lisbon, where he was to 
take in a cargo of various ardcles, and 
return, which ordeia be had directiona 
not to divulge to tmy person, lest tba 
enemy, by their emnsaries, should oei 
informatian of the plan, and wayj»j|r 
him in hii voy^ bhrk. Heaecord- 
ingly put into Lisbon, and took in his 
; cargo of wine and fh^ When every- 
I thing was eompleted^ ha ivetended 
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some ftirther business would still delay 
him, and pressed the passengers to 
embrace the onportunity of the packet^ 
and sail for England. They however 
approved of their accQ|||mio(totion too 
well to remove ; and Captain Heington 
was reluctantly obliged to bring them 
back to the garrison. The governor 
did not Ruii'er the gallant conduct of 
Captain Heington to imum unrewarded, 
but generously presented him with a 
handsome douceur, and strongly re* 
oommendcd him to the Admiralty for 
promotion ; which accordingly sue* 
ceeded. On tlie afternoon in which 
the Mercury arrived, the enemy fired a 
grand fou-do-joie in camp, oommoiicing 
with n salute ftom tlie lines. They 
repeated the fire a fourth time ; which 
leu us to imagine they had gained some 
advantage at Minorca; aim we after- 
wards found that our apprehensions 
had been too well founded. 

The enemy’s ships in the bay were 
reinforced on the 24th and 25tn with 
a frigate, four or five xclieques, and se- 
veral armed settees: part ot* which pro- 
bably had been employeti to block up 
the port of Mahon. The morning of 
the 25th, arrived the St. Ann, ordnance- 
ship, with a supply of powder, and two 
gun-boats, on a new construction, in 
names. We were informed by her 
that the Vernon store-ship, under con- 
voy of a frigate, was on her passage for 
Gibraltar, with ten other gun-boots on 
board. The following morning we ob- 
served the enemy had entirely new- 
fliccd the eastern epaulinent and raised 
it to the height of eight fiiscines. They 
also worked on the magazine of the St. 
Martin’s battery, and debouched fhmi 
the centre of the parallel, throwing up 
a trilling line extending towards the | 
south-west. The 27th, four rows ofl 
ten tents each were pitelied in the rear 
of the Cataloniap camp. Wo ima|^ined 
they were occupied by the artillery 
cadets. At night the enemy added ae- 
veral traverses to tlmir thirteen-gnn bat- 
tery. Beside the amvals already noted, 
throe other vessels and severm boats 
came in in the coarse of the month. 

The 1st of March a fiag of tmee 
went to the enemy, in answer to one 
from them some days belbre. The 
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Spanish ofooer who received tlie paoket 
informed us that Fort St Philiii, in 
Minorca, had surrendered on the 5th of 
February. The succeeding day, a car-^ 
csss setnre to the enemy's ftiirteen-gun 
battery, which continued blazing for 
two hours. On their attempting to ex- 
tinguish the fire, we plied them so 
briskly, that several were killed and 
most of them driven flrom their work; 
but their usual gallantry at last pr^ 
vailed. At night they raised a place ‘ 
d’armes at the western extremity of the 
thirteen-gun battery. These defensive 
works demonstrated that they were de- 
termined to provide as Auch as posrible 
against another sortie. The following 
night they repaired the damage done 
by the fire The carpenters of the 
navy, on the 4th, laid the keel of one of 
the new gim-boats. The Gth, six rows 
of tents, ten in each row, were pitched 
in the rear of the second line of tlie 
eneiny’s camp, near the horse-barrack. 
A large party was also employed in 
making a road firom the beach to the 
barrack, and others were engaged in 
landing shells and different onhiance. 
These, with other appearances, liespoke « 
a determined resolution to prAecute 
the siege. Our governor, on the other 
hand, with unwearied attention em- 
ployed the garrison in repairing, and 
patting in die best order of defence, 
the upper batteries, and^ther works 
which nod suffered from the continued 
bombardment of the enemy. The bridge 
in the ditch at I-^andport was lilgewise 
pulled down, and other alterations took 
place in tliat quarter. The enemy, on 
the 8th, raised one foce of the eastern 
redoubt several fhsciues in height; 
ftom the noise heard the preening 
night, we imagined they also finished 
platforms in thmf batteries. Tlioday 
following, Lieutenant Cuppage, of tM 
Boyal Artillery* was dangerously ^ 
woudBed on the BoyaFbatteri', from m * 
splinter of a small shell, whmh burst 
immediately after being dfkchaiged 
from the rods gun above and in the 
rear of the Royu batteiyi tills was dw 
second accident of th^^same nature. 
The llth afrigate and xebedne paamd 
to the wfist, uritli sac m-sul usssel^ 
supposed to lie pi^ of dMtlale Mhanosi 
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giAffison. Thfi night of the 19tb the 
enemy traced oat a- irork within the 
weatern place d'armes of the St CarknV 
hattery, apparently widi an intention of 
cxtanaing the epaulment. The firing 
on both ndes waa now eonsiderably in- 
creased; that from the enemy counted 
on an average to about 300 rounds in 
the twenty-TOur hours. 

The (motions of the besiegci's still 
pAitinned tedious. On the Ibth they 
palisaded the gorge of the Centre re- 
doubt, and on the I8tli began to pitch 
a new camp near the grand magUKine 
on the beach. At ni^t they erected 
the epaulment of St. Pasehars mortar 
battery, and raised three traverses in 
the rear. Lieutenant White, of tlie 
fidth, was slightly wounded ou the Ifith. 
Ou the night of the 20th the St. Pas- 
chal’s battery was raised three fascines. 
At night the wind blew so strong a 
gde, that the new windmill, Wind- 
mill-hill, took fire from the violence of 
the fViotion, and was burnt to the 
ground. The 22nd the enemy mode 
some trifiiiig additioiiSi and fixed a 
buiier-gate at the extremity of the 
•fcmith branch of approach. The sub* 
sequeiil evening, a little before mid- 
night, we were gratified with the safe 
arrival of the Vernon store-ship, having 
on board the remaining ten gun-boats 
and other nmterials for the garrison. 
Some hours*after, the Cerbms and 
Apollo frigates, Captains Mann and 
Hamilton, with four transports, having 
the 97ih regiment on board, anchored 
under our guns. 

The VbrMon’s arrivol may be consi- 
dered as truly foitunate, since no less 
than thirty Simnish men-of-war of dif- 
ftrent fiir^ were out purposely to in- 
tercept her and the Success frigate* Cap- 
tain Ptle, her convdjr. Some leagues 
to the westward of the Straits they fell 
Jn with a fbrty-gun frigate, which had 
left our (blockadb) station, and wft one 
«f tlie idNive-mentioned cmisers. A 
warm action consequently commenced ; 
bqt the Spaniard, finding the Vernon 
treU armed, and that die boldly bore 
down-'to suppojpfathe Suceess, after an 
mgBgmnent of several glasses, in wMeh 
Ihe VWimn w a coMidentne shar^ 

pip^r to sahmit On board 


the prise, were found papers describing 
the Vernon to the most minute part m 
her rigging, at the same time Inention- 
ing the officers* names who were pas- 
sengers, and every particuliur article of 
her cargo; and fVom the prisoners we 
learned the number of ships which 
were cruising to intercept her. Cap- 
tain Pole afterwards burned the Santa 
Catalina, and separated from the Ver- 
non on the appeiimnce of the Cerberua 
a^th her convoy, which he mistook for 
the enemy's cruisers. The Vernon 
therefore pi'occedcd alone for the gar- 
rison, and, at tlie entrance of the Straits, 
in the evening, fell in with, and indeed 
was surrounded by, the enemy’s ships ; 
but, happily, the sky prognosticating a 
rough night, and she tacking at the 
same time they did, they supposed her 
a friend, and stood in for the nigh land ; 
and at dusk she altered her course, and 
was soon safe in her destined port. 
Lientenant-Colonel Gledstanes, of the 
72nd regiment, and other officers, came 
in her as passengers, with recruits for 
the different regiments in Uie garrison. 
'The next day the 97th regiment* com- 
manded by Colonel Stanton, disem- 
l)arked 700 complete, and were imme- 
diately quartered in Scud-hill and Rosia 
bamcks. This regiment soon after 
Iwcame very sickly, and, though they 
were attended to with the greatest cai*e 
by the governor and officers, in a few 
mouths many of them died, and the 
rest were of little assistance to the gar- 
rison before September. 

The enemy, on the night of the 34th, 
wore discovered, ftom mllisTg, at work 
in the fWmt of the epaulment, at the 
eastern extremity of the parallel ; a 
four rounds of grape, however, quickly 
drove them under cover: the>' made 
several attempts to proceed, hut were 
as constantly obliged to retire. The 
succeeding morning we observed they 
had employed parties in other ppts ot 
their works, ^e communication to 
the centre redoubtewas raised, nuqijr 
traverses were erectA behind the fourfh 
approach* and a eonsidenble ouantHy 
of fosciues and other materials iiron|ht 
down to their works. In 1h# Ibrenocii 
of the 25th, the Spanish oflkom belong- 
ing to the Saatg Catalina, who wdv 
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brought to the garruiou in th4.* Vernon, 
were eeut by a tlag of trace into Spain 
on theit* parole. In the courhc or the 
day a shot came through one of tlie 
capped embniKures on Prince«e AmeliaV 
battery (Williii’H), took olf the tege of 
two Dieu Iteloiiging to the 7!2nd and 
73rd regiments, one leg of a soldier of 
the 73nl, and wounded another man in 
both legs; UiuR lour men liad seven 
legs taken f)ff and wounded by one 
shot. The lK»y, who was ttHualfy sta- 
tioned on the works where a large jiarty 
was employed to inform the men when 
the entMuy's (ire was dinnsted to that 
place, hail Imh'ii reproving them for 
their oareleshness in not Htteiiding to 
him, and luid just tunied his head to- 
ward tiio enemy, when he oiiservc'd this 
shot, and instantly called for them to 
take care; his caution was, lutwever, 
too lute ; the shot entered tlie embra- 
sure, anti had tin; alK)ve-reciteil fatal 
effect It is somea*liat singular thit 
tJiis boy shouhi Ih; {Kissesscd of stteh 
tuicoiumoii quickness of sight as to sr^e 
tJic enemy's shot almost iininediately 
after Uiey quitted the guns. He w]is 
not, however, the only one in the gar- 
rison possessing this tpialificutioii ; an- 
other lM)y of about tlie same ug.* was as 
celebrated, if not his superit^r. Jk)th 
of tlwm belonged to the Artificer ct>m- 
paiiy, and were constantly ulaced on 
some part of the works to olwerve the 
enemy's fire; their names were Hicliard- 
Boii and 1 fraud ; the f (inner was reputed 
to have the liest eye.*" 

The night of the *25th, the enemy 
extended their parallel in a continued 
direction with tlic old work almtU one 
hundred yards, widi cusks and fascines, 
hanked up with luind in fVont. The 
succeeding evening, we perceived seve- 


* TIiom* lM>y« ssre aft«rwaril« pntmnlird bv 
■ome oflicrrx of their eorp«. an*!, UMnx ftmud 
quick nntt very inrtflllgenr, were pUreil in thv 
sntfintwr'8 drawing room, and eventually oh 
tained commiartlona in the eorpa of enginVeni. 
One of the work* of thon voung men, whilo 
punuing their atiidlrd at Woplwicli, na» to 
ftniah the laq^e model of the Kuek of Gibraltar, 
whieh fitrinorly stood In tho model-room there, 
and waa mneh adminnl fbr btmuty of exeention 
and minute eotreetnoaa. It waa destroyed in 
the flro by which that building waa consiimoii. 
Riehaidaun and tinmd lioth died of yellow 
Haver in tlie Weat tndiea. 


ral guns iit the St, Martin's biitte()r) 
aud It was iiiiagiiuKl, that ordnanee 
were broo^t forward fbr the other 
batteries. The night of the 26th, th^« 
bt^gan merlons for six embrasure:^ in 
the ea-stem redoubt^ two in each ftee 
opetiinc on the Devil's Tower, Lineb 
and Old mole : they also km^hened 
the parallel, and strengthened that part 
which was raised the preceding night 
The 28tfa, they scaled several guns ami, 
mortars in the advanced batteries ; and 
tlie following day, we concluded, they 
mounted nil tlunr ordnance, as their 
working parties gave a general hwuut, 
and then withdrew for the day. 

Our opponents at this time scarcely 
expended more than 20ii rounds in tlie 
24 hours ; but we frequently saluted 
them with double that number in that 
period. The night of the 28th and 
2'Jih, the enemy lined with fascmcjs 
the prolongation of the fiaralhd, and 
erect^ five traverses in the eastern re- 
doubt Tlieir liatteruR* near the tower 
now appeared to bo complebnl; the 
fourth month lieing just expired since 
they hud bt>eD destroyed. The SIst, 
lieing a grand festival, our batteries 
were double manned, exjicctid^g the 
liesicgers would open their advanced 
batteries; but not firing, the rt*infoi*ce- 
meiit was remanded at noon. In the 
evening, aliout six o'eloelu a shell set 
fire to the flank of the eu^m ixnloubt, 
and, tlie flame lieing tihsisted with a 
brisk discharge, burned rapidly for 
some hours : at last liowevei\ the 
enemy extinguished it The succeed* 
ing morning, we iicrccivii tliuMbey 
hud covered with sand the part which 
had taken fire, and a number of fkscines 
were lying in great oonfhsion aibout 
the work. The same night, a boat 
came in from Portugal with *sheep» 
oranges, lemons, and fowls : two others 
also arrived in the course of the fnonth. , 

Oit the evening of Vlic 1st of April» 
a soldier of the 32th regiment dcsoted 
from Landport: several hnndr^ronnda 
of musketry and grape were dischoiged 
at him, some of whi^ it is* tmogined 
took eflbct as he dn;p^ |ast befbre 
he got to the St Carlos's battery, sad 
was carried into the wdA by sofoi ef 
; the guard. At dusk. a. velimteer of 
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Amgi»*oiiiii« over to q« : he brought 
hk anue and aoiue seeHtaries, which* 
with other cironmftaiiceK* occasioned a 
Bospictoa of his being a spy. He re- 
-poiW that the enemy had sufiered 
ooiAiderably in restori^ their batte- 
ries ; upward of 400 being kiHed, and 
nearly as many more wounded. The 
eastern redoubt, he inform<«d os, was 
called the Mahon Ijottep'. The enemy, 
(m the 2nd, began to pitch tents in rear 
.or the Walon guards: they were af- 
terwards incream to six doable rows, 
capable of quartering a battalion of 
infantry. 

As grates for heating shot were dis- 
tributed on the different norfherti Imt- 
teries in the bemnning of this month, 
we imagined the governor intended 
appl^^ing red-hot shot against the entt- 
m^s works, which appeared now com- 
plete. We were however disap|ioiuUHi; 
they were still rt^served us a liouue 
bouche, for the closing t>f the scene. 

The night of the .'ith, tiie enemy 
erected, at the extrennity of the paral- 
lel, a place darnies, of four sides, one 
of which was the parallel longthened, 
tile other tiiree extending in obtuse 
•anglei^to the rear. The lith, (kilotiel 
Stanton was appointed ii brigadier- 
seneral; and Captain Blanckley, of 
the 97 U 1 rc‘gi merit, his hrigade-uinjor. 
The 8th, we perceived some tents 
pitched upon the plain beneath the 
ruins of Cortein ; and the following 
day this camp was incrc*ased with five 
double rows of tents: a regiment in 
white 4<K}k iKissession in the evening. 
The 9th, a ix'gimeut in blue marched 
into tiic ifevs camp, pitched the 2nd of 
this mouth. The same day oil the 
carpenters of the regiments in garrison 
(tiiose of the 97tii regiment excepted) 
were ordered, with a hundred addi- 
tional fcal men, into ttie Ring’s works. 
At night the enemy modi; some altera- 
.tions heAT St. Paschars battery^ and 
•trengtiieiied tli9 place d’ormes at the 
extremit^t of the parallel. The lOtb, 
Lientenant Wetham, of the 12tb rm- 
meiit, waa. killed by a mlinter of a 
dheH, 'marebing at the head of the 
ip«r>gnard 1 ^^ ramp^ foom Laod- 
povtdit^ tfis servant also lost his 
am, and the ^nmiiMr had m dnm 


broken to pieces : but the rest of the 
l^uard eseap^ This young ofteer be- 
ing much liked, his death v^ niwfo 
reg^*tted; and it seemed particularly 
unfortunate, as the enemy only firA 
that fotal shell, and one shot, in the 
earlier {uirt of the day. 

A Faro boat arrived on the 11th 
from Portugal, with dispatches for the 
mivcmor. A private letter, sent fWim 
Lishon by this boat, commnnicah^ to 
ns most important intrlligencc : it 
nicnttotM*d, tiiatgivat preparations were 
making at Cadiz, aud in the Mediter- 
ranean {Hirts, for a most vigorous at- 
tack on CMbraltur; tuid tiiat the Dne 
de CriUon, who had lately taken St 
Philip's, was to comniimd with 2iS0f>o 
FrtMieh and S)iuiiisb troops, in additinu 
to what rarciv at present before flic 
garrirtiin ; with Monsieur d*Ai‘(,-oii, a 
French engineer of great nniiience and 
aiiiUthw ; and Admiral T)on Ikinaven- 
tura Moreno, with 10 sail of the line, 
liesidc ilouting-battcrii's, gnu and mor- 
tar iMiats, Ac. Ac. The truth of this 
intelligence we little doubted, ns many 
clrcuiiistances now occurred daily that 
served to confirm it. I'hc enemy’s 
cannonade, in the course of the 12tb, 
was singular indeed: fWmi six in the 
inuruing to sunset, they ffred every 
two or tliree minutiMt a single gun or 
mortar ; and being tlic anniversary of 
tiieir homlmrdmcut, it appi*ared still 
more extraordinary. Rome jocular 
pi*rKOtis in the garrison remiirki^, that 
pirrhafis they were commemontting the 
day witli fasting and prayer, find by 
their minute-guns exiiressiiig their sor- 
row, that so many thousand Isirrels of 
powder, ami niunds of animnnitiou, 
should liove been ex{N*iided to so little 
purpueo. Their firing from the IVtfa 
gradually decreased, for about a w(*ek : 
when, for a few nights, they firea 
brisker than usual. It afterwards di- 
minidied to about a Inmdrcd rounds on 
an average in the 24 hours, and scarcely 
exceeded that iiumlwr during the r^ 
matnder of tlie month. Their fha^ie 
parties continued to be active^ em- 
ployed preparing tnateriali in thtdr 
parks ; aud long strings of mules vrew 
constantly removing them to the Unet 
and advanced botteiiai. ThsUBji^ioid 
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thuir camp ucw life Mfcmcd to In» in- 
fused into the troops : iiiktead of timt 
inactive languor which had eo long 
prevailed in alt their opf^rptious, evofy 
perHoii now appeared in motion. 

'Hie morning of the Hith we re- 
marked that the enemy had repaired 
the eastern part of the Muhon buttery, 
whleh had been burnt down the latter 
end of the preci’ding month, iiome 
oclufr trifling additions were olso mode 
to this work. The 2Uth arrived the 
AntigtiHican oninauoe-ahip from Eng- 
hind. The nights of the 21st and 22iid 
the enemy’s partitas added some Anther 
repairs to the Mahon tmttery : they also 
raised a small work near the tower, and 
ereetetl several traverses in various 
parts of the parallel. The 24th one of 
our new gun-bouts wliich had Ix'cn 
laiiiicht.'il on the 1 8th, was tried with 
an eiahteeii-pounder on hoard ; and tlic 
practice met with the approbation of 
the gtivernor and officers of the navy. 
As a person was sent out in the Vernon 
to Nupeiintcml their (viiistruction, the 
keels of several other lx>ats uAer Ins 
arrival were immediately laid on the 
stocks ; and the car|)ciiters, being now 
acquainted with tlie mark^s proceeded 
with confidence and expedition: four 
or five more therefore were in great 
forwardness. We observed al)out tliis 
time numlwra of boats pa.S6ing and re- 
pussiiig iMjtweon Algessiras and Point 
Mala; and two ships in tlic river 
Pttlfouiies, which we imagined were 
fitting iHit as fire-8hi]i8: pretumtions 
were tlierefore taken to reiuhT them 
ineffectual, in case they Tcsolv».»d on 
another attempt to burn our frigates. 
The 2r>tli, a little before daybreak, a 
deserter came in fhnii the enemy : lie 
was a native of Arragon, and comrade 
to the last : he confirhitftl our informa- 
tion from Lislion resnectiug the in- 
tended attack, under the coiiiinand of 
the Due dc Crilloii ; oddiiig, that they 
had resolved to make the principal 
attack by sea ; for which purp^ lai^ 
ships were to be tited up in a peculiar 
manner with junk, e^ork. Ac. The new 
camp, near Kocatlillo Point, he said, 
was oecnpied by the refpment of Cor- 
dova infautiy, lately arrived Aroni 
Canto. 


[cilav. Vf. 

Though their camp had .been con- 
siderably reinforced within the pre- 
ceding six weckii, yet we could not 
oliserve tliat they had made anv addition 
to their advanced guards, which con- 
tinued to be about the same numker os 
mentioned some months before. The 
28th they raised the merlons of the 
Mahon liattery with sand-bags. In the 
course of the day they brought down 
two ^ns from their artillery park to 
Fort Totiara, whither they hail carried 
four the preceding day. The 30th 
they began laying platforms in tbe 
Mahon batter}': on tbe same day wo 
JniinchiHi our second gun-buat. Seven 
more were on the stocks. 

In the Ix^ginuing of May 'the enemy 
repaired thv west liranch of the SL 
Curios's, which fell down some time 
1»efore, and miide some altt'rufions in 
the lilack battery. Several hundred 
, mules came likewise with clay to tlic 
lines. From seven in the evening of 
the 4tli, to the same hour the succi^- 
iiig afternoon, l>otle the garrisem and 
the enemy were silent. This was tlie 
first twenty-four hours in which there 
had been no firing for the space of 
nearly thirteCii nionth.s. i 

Tiie evening of the 7tb tlie Cerberus 
and Apollo frigatis, with four traiis- 
})orts and four ordnanee'Shi|Ms sailed 
for F.iigUind. 'I'lie sucemling morning 
we observed tliatthn*e of the tramqions 
were captured, and, in company with 
the enemy's cruisers, were tlien turning 
to windw’ard. In the aAen.«K>n of the 
8th, a liue-of-hattle ship, witk kcvcu 
large vi-ssels and a few poliior<*s and 
tartans, arrived in tbe kuy*^ from the 
west, and anchored at Alge/irns. At 
dusk tlie large vessels, which ap^fod 
to be die old men-ot-war or ^leons, 
hauliKl close in shore. The governor, 
at night, ordereif a picket to mnforoe 
WatciqMirt guard. The enemy still 
conpnued discharging about a hundred 
rouiuis every twentrrour boure; and . 
their parties as well as oura were em- 
ployed in making trifling odottuiAg and 
repairs. The arrival of the abave^ 
mentioned sbipfung at Alg^cafi oodi- 
skmed various eonjixAto^ : from many 
cireumstooes we Jiad reason • to inia- 
gine they were intendedibr the etttMk 
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fitf»Y*whtch was fneditating ag^nst 
m^rrison. Th« gcnrcrnor and ditef 
en^ieer^ft attentioB connH|tt«ntly t»e- 
caine engaged toward tbe tea-line : tlie 
' beach h^ind theOld mole wot fortified 
with a row of sloping Miisadvs; Water- 
port gateway was well barricadedt and 
a cheraiix-uc-frise ordered to be got 
ready to place at the foot of Laudport 
glacis : the ramp in the ditch was like- 
wise removed ; and those batteries on 
. the sea-line, which tliey conceived 
might prolmbly bo opposed to die 
enemy's attack, wore iiM[iocted, and put 
ill the Iwst order of defence. 

The enemy, aliout the 12th, removed 
and made u new arraiigenicfit of their 
ordnantH:* in tlie forts and batteries 
along Uie coasts: we supposed tliey 
were changing them for others of a 
larger calibre. The 1 4th several of 
the large ships at Algeziras stmok their 

? ?ards and top-masts, and a great nuin- 
ler of met! appoan^ on lioard thcni ; 
whicfi movements left ns no longer to 
doubt tlmt the)' were iiiteiidtnl to hii fitted 
up as floating hatti*ries for the grand 
attack : this opinion M‘ns confirmed in 
tile afternoon, by their liegtnning to 
cut <^wn the poops of two of them. 
The suluwqacnt day three stonMihi]is« 
the Queen Charlotte, f4?onora. and 
Charh*8, arrived from Kiiglatid with 
powder, shells, bedding, and timlier. 
Three gun^iats, on their appearance 
in the Out, went from the point to 
speak them; but, the shi|f5 hoisting 
French colours, and standing for Algu- 
siroK; the Iwais were deceived, and re- 
turned the false colours were soon 
aftvf strucif, and British disidayed ; and 
they arrived without opposition. The 
hew gun-lH>ut$ which were launched 
were on this occasion of particular ser- 
Tice; and lieforc night 1900 barrels of 
Mfwder were secured in our magasines. 
The^ncmy on the 17th opened thirteen 
large port-boieg in the larboard «de of 
one of the ships at Algeziras, aod seven 
in another. 

Their operations now in the ad- 
.van^ .works almost totally ceased; 
their whole at^tion seemed occupied 
by ^ ships m Al^esiras, and ar- 
lUiwiDents^ia their camp^ Cannon 
aitt a varietf militair stores were 


huided beyond Boiut Mala, and a stmiig 
party was employed in erecting a la^e 
biiiUliiig near tlie lauding«(ilgci*, which 
we coi^tnred was for au hospital. 
The firiug-Oii lH>th sidi*s varied as cir- 
cnmstauciw directed. Three luvu of the 
Sfith regiment were missing on the 
19th; and, a party bi*i«g iimncdiately 
sent in quest of them, their InmUcs were 
found dasluMl to piectvi behind the rock ; 
the roTH? by which they weiv to Imve 
descen^»d l^uig many yards too short. 
The enemy were very active alniut 
their ships; eleven port-holes were 
opened ill the side of a tiiird ; and, on 
the 2 1st, they began to strengthen Uiuir 
larlioard sides with some materials 
which appeared like Junk. The elas- 
ticity and resistance of this article ren- 
dered it very eligible ibr tlie purpose. 
On tlie land side they coutiuiied collect- 
ing brushwood from oil fiarts of tiic 
country, and had strong ponies ut work 
making fiiHcines. At Ihu landing-place 
stores of every species were daily dii- 
embarkid* On tlie other hand, the 
garrison, w'ith uiiwem'ied assiduity, 
made various <lis{Kisitioiis to repel their 
attack. The sloping palisaiies at Water- 
{iort by this time were finished, and the 
gateway lairricoded, excepting a snail 
Ittissnge for the wteh^L To this post the 
governor seemed particnlurly to attend. 
The intentions of the eiieiiiy were no 
longer mysterious: every preponition 
was therefore mode to ^ive them a 
worm reception : on iidditioiiai number 
of grates tor heating shot were made 
and distributed along the liite-widl ; 
and the navy lowered their yards oud 
topmasts, to be in readinesb to act on 
shore at a moment's notice. 

A privateer xelKHpie arri^ ed on the 
25th from I.H»ghorn, with ii Corsican 
officer and 12 privates, w ho came to 
ofter their serxices us volunbHjrs during 
the approaching attack ; wliicii the go- 
vernor accepted, and ordered them to 
lie entertained by diften-nt rc'jriuients 
till tlie others arrived, who, they in- 
formed na, were oc their passage. In 
the evening a lari|C bulling, to the 
east of the Catalonian camp^ took fire, 
and was totally cotemmed: it had fbr- 
merly been a barrack, but was now, as 
tiie deserters inform^ us, a granai:! 
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for forage and com. We rioinbercd at 
tbia time upward of 100 piecea of cau- 
tion in tim artillerpr park of tW enemy. 
The the engiueera liegan to mine 
a gallery from a place alxive FarrSug- 
don’a battery (Willb’ak toc<inimiuiieate 
through the rock to a notch or pro- 
jection of the rock, lielow Green'a 
Lodge, in which the mivernor proposed 
to make a liattery. I'lie another 
venael arrived from Algiej's, and brought 
lettera, acquiiinting iia tliat it was uiit- 
vcmliv believi^l iu S|iaiii, that the gur- 
risoti, frotii the magnitude of the pre- 
paratioiis for the attack, inevitably iiiuht 
iM* taken liefore the end of July. The 
same dav almut noon a large tleet ap- 
peared from the east, upward of Itit) 
sail of which we olMerved iu tlie even- 
ing enter the laiy, and anchor between 
the river Palinones and AlgexlruK. The 
succeeding morning we were enabled 
to make our obsc^ations on them: 
three were large and armed, one of 
them with n dug at her luixen; the 
rest wore ships witli tixxips on board, 
and sinatt nolacres and settees, sup- 
posed from tneir apiiearaiice to lx* laden 
with stores. In the course of the 27tli, 
28tli, and 29th, they lauded, it was 
imagiiuHl, about 12 biitttilioiis ; which, 
calculuUMl at about 750 to each bat- 
talion, amounted to alxmt 9000 men, if 
the regiments were complete. As the 
troops disemlinrked, they encainp-d in 
the rear of tlic second line, extending 
toward the horse-bamiek n%w called 
lluena Vista, which, we understood 
from the last deserters, had Ihhui fitted 
up for tlie coinnmuder-in-chief's quar- 
ters: others of them occupicHl the 
gi'ouiid on the left of tlie first line, and 
on the right of the OUiloniaiis in an 
obtuse direetion im the hilt toward tlie 
Queen of S|)ai ifs Chair. Large parties 
were detatdied to land the military 
stores. 

A flag of trace came from the enemy 
ou the 28th, with a letter from Mr. 
Anderson, a merchant who had left the 
garrison some days before, and had 
been taken on his passage to Faro. 
Before the purport of the flag was 
known, the governor, speaking to the 
officers near him, said **he anpposed 
the duke was arrived, and had ^•eDt to 
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MimuMNi the garrihoa; but he shoidd 
give him a short answer, — Utk, 

and hc^*d the gentleiiien ^ (address^ 
himself to the officers pNsent) ** woola 
all support him.*' He had not, how- 
ever, an opportunity of being so spirit- 
edly laconic. The day following w« 
perceived a new cncampmeut between 
the Catalonians and the left of the first 
Hue, and great additions were made to 
those mentioned before. Six of thc^ 
battering-shins were now in hand, and. 
an universal activity was obwrved 
throughout their camp. The firing on 
lK>th sides varied very little: if mere 
were any difierence in the number of 
roundfs the garrison had the advantage. 
Our engineers at this time were em* 
ployed 11 ) repairing the damaged and 
uueven plutforms on the sea-line bat- 
teries, and the artillery in disposing of 
the lieavy oixinance where they would 
act with greater execution and effect 
Scarce a day now passed but vessela of 
all denominations arrived in the bay, 
at tlie enemy's cumn, the generality' 
of which seemed laden with military 
stores and materials for the siege. 

J line did not commence vriUi auy- 
tliifig extraordinary. The 2iid Bri- ' 
gadier Stanton died of a coup de soleiL 
The enemy, the following day, pitched 
S(‘venil large tents to the southward of 
Algcxiras, for the accommodation of 
the workmen employed j{) fitting up 
their ships. The 4th, lieing his Ma- 
jesty’s birtliday, the lost of our new 
guii-lKiats was launched ; and at noon 
the whole fired a solute, commencing 
with a salvo of 44 guns slxutetl, from 
the north front of the garrison: tlm 
enemy’s liatteries instantly returned onr 
laiid-nre, and in so smart a mauner aa 
to convince us Uiey had prepared to re- 
taliate. The following are the names 
of the gnn-boats, and Slips from’which 
they were manned 
a 

From tie BriUiani frigeAe, 

Revenge . . one 24-pounder* 21‘iiien 
Defiance . . one 24 da 21 do. 

llesolution . one 18 da 21 do. '• 

Spitfire . . • one 18 ' 21 do. 

I>readnoi|ght one 18 da ^ lit do. 

Thunder . . one 18 do. 21 do,. 
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• Jhrom tii€ i^otcupina Jritfai^^. 


Europa . 

. one S4 pounder 

*il men 

Terrible . 

, . one 18 

do. 

121 do. 

J’Hiry . . 

. one 18 

do. 

ill do. 

Terror . 

, . one 18 

do. 

ill do. 

• one 18 

do. 

21 do. 


from tie Speeihrtll valittr, 
Vengvauut; . oiu> 18 do. *21 do. 

On the 5tl>, tinve rows of dotiMe 
Uiits, ten in each rjw, iiifched 

near liafrclo’s battery, at AlgexiniK. 
Mr. M'tiregor, a volunKvr in tlte 7»*ird, 
was womidtkl the same day t»;y a shell, 
of wiru'h article the enemy's artillerj*, 
within a day or two, had Ix'on more 
profuse than usual. The fith, C'u|rtain 
Wideliiirg of Iledou's was woiimted in 
the Queen's rm€*s. On the Tth. our 
nrtillerj pnioiiMtl i^*om the Kindi's 
bastion, with re^Uhot shot, against the 
IrUhinnn's brig, wliieh was htnindwl 
at the kick of the Old inolo. In the 


I movable palisades, with casks of eartli« 
I sand, dee, were distributed in various 
parts along tlie line-wall, to«lw ready 
in luise a breach should lie eflected ; 
and tlie outworks at t^idtsut under- 
I went some udvantagtwus alwratiuns, 
I Two or tlin^e men altoiit this time 
attempted to desert; but they wciv all 
retaken. 

On the llth, b<*twcen U*n and eleven 
o’ehx'k, an unliieky shell fitiiu the 
enemy fell through the spliiiU'r-pnKif, 
at the tioop of ihtf uiagai^uie on Priu- 
cess Anne's kittery (Willis’s), and 
I bursting, commnnieuted to the powder, 
’ which iiisiuutly blew up. 'i'iie explo- 
\ siou was M» violent ns to shake the 
; whole niek, and throw the uiiiteriah 
i oil isith sides uti aiinost iiirn'dihle way 
' into the sea. Three merlons on the 
! w«»t llaiik of the batter}', with M>verul 
I iintiuiiinate men v hu had run behind 
i iheni for sIuItiT. were foreed down 


first nnmd, whilst one of the artillery- frotii the level of tile platforms iiiUi the 
men was putting in the shot, the tire Prince’s lines, which, with the Queen's 
by some means iniiuediateU eotniuiinb Indow, were illIlloi^t filled with rnhhii^h. 
ciited U> the eartriiige, ana the unfor- AnothiT inugiizine near it happily 
tuitote man was blown fiMiu the ern- J eseaiMHl, fbongh the dtior was throM’ii 
hrasurc in some hundred pieces: two j o|.x‘ii i>y the tx plosion. Our loss by 
lathers were also slightly wouiidt'd with j this dreadful rurideut wtw chiefly 
the unexpi'Cicd recoil of tJie earriage. \ aniong the workmen who were ein- 
The practice after this accident was i ploie<l on the flank of the laitti»ry ; 
discontinuv*d. lii the evening, n shell i I drummer, and lit rank and file, were 


fell intfi a quarti’r in town, and carried 
awa^' |Kirt ofin chair, in w’hicli bJnsign 
M*Kcime, of the T^frd, was sitting : it 
iinmcdiately hurst iu the room ticlow', 
and li{b>d him and the chair from the 
floor, without farther injurpr. 

I'h^ cmini^''s iiiaetivity in their ad- 
vanced hatU'ries was FulWcieutly com- 
pensated by tlicir diligenoe and eelority 
at* Algeairas: six hhiiw were now in 
Ihrwarduess, and on fht* lotli they 
ti[ion another. • Of this iuterv'td 
of ' tramiuillity, as we may call it 
(though the enemy had not quite dis- 
'oontinued their <re), the g^vcnior took 
' advantage, and employed it with inde- 
faticable Sica I iu compleiing tlie works 
of the gnrrwion. New batteries iK^ariiig 
jrw’Vl'’aier|wrt, w’hich appeared to he his 
ffrand ^object of defence, were opened 
in the Moorish ^astle ; a caiwoneu bat- 
terj’ was also mWd at UpperForbes's, 
and aoine alteradous made ia tne lines; 


I killed; ;) Serjeants, ;l dnimuicM's, and 
{ U ntuk and file, wounded, linrnedi- 
1 ately aftiT the report of the explosion, 
and on the BpiK'anuicp of the large 
column of hinoM\ the entuny ga\e a 
loud hu/ra ; their drums K-at to arms 
in the camp; and some pi^rsoiis aver 
that their first line ahM Tnb]\>il, and wi-re 
actually on their march towards Fort 
St. Philip, hut tifWi'wards retunied. Ah 
the engint'crs. afh*p the aceiclent, got 
together tlut reniaiiis of the party. t<i 
efl'ectually secure fJic inagu/ine which 
bad so miraculously escajx'd, the enemy 
coiitinuisi the esiiiiioiiade Uic remainder 
of the day ; and, as if fate was resolv(*d 
at that particular tinui to s;sirt with our 
anxiety, in the course of this flriuj| two 
other shells fell upon tlio remaiuiiig 
magazine, and me into the ve^ eplin- 
ter-pixMif in front of the door. Happily 
the latter did ncA go throu;^; fi>r if it 
. had, this magazuie might miyo shared 



lU 


HISTORY OP THE 


tCUAPvyi.' 


the fate of its nelfi;)i)K)nr, aad the whole 
of the batteries at Willis’s hare pro> 
bahly betu materiall> injured. Prin- 
cess Anne s battery, the flank of it ex- 
cepted, was not considerably tlaniaged ; 
the c<iihSonc<l tncrloiis were much 
shaktMi, and the iKittery filled with 
riibbtsh. lIow«*v<*r, befon* night the 
whole WHv cleared siway, and several 
rounds fired tioiii tinit buttery, as welt 
as from the utin^r butteries, to coii> 
viiKic the tMiemy that the misfortune 
was not of so much iu)]K»rtaiice as they 
probably imagined, liidct^, from so 
dreadful au aoiddeut it was wonderful 
that the injur\ was not of greater con- 
seaiieiiot*. 

The navy, on the 13tb, under the 
direction of the engineers, liegsin to 
cuisixni the west face of the New mole 
fort. About sunset, a soldier of the 
nSth regiment, who bod lately joiiunl 
in the Vernon, deserted from Land- 
port : at night a picket was ordered to 
reinforee that jpiard. The I4tli, a 
French frigabs with 18 or lit {lohicn^s, 
Ac. arrived in the Iwy. The same 
afUM'ii<H)n, a xelK‘que, returning to Al- 
ge/.ii*as, from the east, sttKid in so close 
to the garrison, that she was perplexed 
by the eiUly -winds, and remained a 
considerahlJ time stationary. The gar- 
rison fired ii()on her, and tlie guii-WNtts 
were luauued, and rowed out to attack 
ner; hut two of the oiiorcy’s boats, 
coming to her ussistatice. towed her 
bead round; and wx>ri a breexe 

carried her out of all <lauger. If our 
boats had got out a little earlier, she 
might have Ijeen nmghly liandled: 
and some were sanguine enough to 
think she might have lieen taken 

As boats were constantly detached 
by the navy at uiglitfinll. to row guard 
at some distance from the garrison, and 
give information of the approach of the 
guii-lxMits, or any other vessels, curio- 
sity often prompU'd tlwm to approach 
the enemy’s shore ; and for some pre- 
ceding mghts thqy rt^ported, that they 
heard, at Algexiras, a noise like that of 
men hard at work ; whence we con- 
cluded, their impatieui« to finish their 
battering-ships made them embrace all 
(^portunities, both by day and night. 
The l*ith, a new camp was obcerved 


Ititweeu the grand nnigaxiiie* and the 
Orange-grove. The Iwttalion which 
occupied it wvre supposed to lie disem- 
barked from die small convoy which ^ 
arrived on the 14th. At night, a x^pae' 
of liouts was distinctly heard from mir 
prumes, at some distance in the buy ; 
It however ceased on a gun liein^ fir^ 
towaids that quarter. This circum- 
stance occiisioned new signals to be 
appoinUd for tlie prames. The 97tb 
regiment, on the ITth, for the first time,* 
ipive a picket of 40 men. The follow 
iiig day, Hardenherg’s regiment was 
ordered, in case of an alamit to act 
with the .^8th at Kurupa, instead of 
marching to town. In tlie aftcmooD« 
a French convoy, of upwards of 60 sail, 
under S frigates, anchored in the bay, 
off the (viuidaranqiie, ftrom the east. 
As most of the ships had tro^ on 
tioard, we concluded it was the French 
reinforcement, of which we had re- 
ceived previous infonnatiou. It proved 
to he a detachment from the French 
army, which had succctHled in the cap- 
ture of Minorca a short time before. 
The following evening, several Spanish 
and French general officers, with their 
suites, visihd the lines; whem they 
remained, exceiiting one general, who, 
accomiuinied by an artillerv-officer and 
an engineer, came Ibrwaid to the ad- 
vanced works, and sbKxi some time in 
front of the St. Martin’sdianery. At 
this time a group of those who remained 
ill the Hues were assembled on the 
glacis; our artillery thought proper to 
give tliem a shot, which the general in 
the advanced works pn>bablyttoo]c as a 
hint to retire ; for he immediately pulled 
off' his hat, and returned into the butr 
tery. This circumstance served to cob- 
firm us in our conjectures that the rein- 
forcement was French; and it. was 
computed to be almut .5(KK) men. Soon 
after tlie aliovc fleet arrived, h gun* 
boat^ approached ver 3 » near the town, ' 
apparently out of bravado, to demon- 
strate to their new friends iiow.con 
teroptnoQsly they considered us; bnt^ 
a flew rooucb talung effect, tlr^ 
in great oouftiaion, an4 most lifceJypBuF 
dear for their arroga^. The SOtb 
end 21 b 4, the Frei^" Iroops dlseni- 
barked, and encamped ^ the east of 
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^ stone (juarry, imnit^liau^ly unJer 
tne Queen of Spiiiu's Omir. 

As affairs were daily becoming more 
iinteresting, tlie scrjeants, and such 
Iruaiincrs of the garrison as were able, 
were ordered, in case of alarm, to turn 
out with firelocks and accoutretnents ; 
which were accordingly delivered to 
the different reginieuts tVom the grand 
s|^re. The governor seemed deter- 
,mmed to have no idle hands in the 
place at such a critical time. Musi- 
cians, who before, had been exempted 
from duty, also returned to the use of 
the firelock and shovel. 

The morning of the Slst, two Ge- 
noese, fonnerly inhabitants of the gar- 
rison. who had beeu taken by the 


enemy in n settee bound fur Cxibnihar. 
made their escape in a boat friim a 
priM»n-ship at Algcziras. They in- 
rbnned us that the grand attm'k was 
fixed to l>e in September ; but tliat all, 
botli sailors and soldiers, were much 
averse to tlte enterprise. In dm ut^<T- 
noon, two general officers again visiunl 
the lines; and we remarked dieir 
^ards did not relieve at their umiuI 
hour, but nrobaldv came down ufhT 
twilighL From the 19^ to the ^Ist, 
the enemy's fire daily diminished ; and 
on the 22tid, about five iu die eveniuu. 
tlieir batteriiw wera totally silent. Tb^ 
sudden cessation induced us to conclude 
tliat the Due de Crilloo had assumed 
dm command of the combined aniur. 
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‘^p.inlflnli very In ''omple'lni* thoir l^atrl•rinff•'*hip»^— Th^ nopbew of the celolrnttod Cor* 
sir.m P.ioll, Mrri\<‘sat (jibraUar. and offiTS with othrra of hit countrymen* 

ni't .'H .1 \<iliiiiicfr diirtri:* tin* — En«»my, aft»‘r htphI preparation*, cninmoin'e the 
nddiiiiinal uiiik<4'in the isthmus— l.tfttera l»etucpn the Our de (bitlrui and (*cn<‘ral KlioU 
- KruMMyN workH are by weid»-nt «»*f on Hr»*, ahtch indiicpa tin* duke r« protect them by a 
tern pirary ran nmiade — Tlie Hriii»li Henman landed and furmed into a marine brii^de— 
Active op'rariaiis of the ta* signers —Some «f the batif*ri>ii;-*ili)ps remove to the (>ran[;e« 
irrove. «\bi>re (lie enemy b»viu to a^Si inble their mnririine — Ideut. (ioneral H<»yd ro- 
I'ommerids an immediate trial of bi>t shot, the Huereaa of which provoke* the ennmy to upon 
tlieir new i)iitt«>rieH before they an* Completed — The ruiiiluneil lleeM of France and Spain 
.irriie in the liav of Ibbralfar -The i^rand attack— The battetintr diipn destroyed, and t)io 
enemy rescued from inevitable death by the xallnutry of the murine briifude — t'onduet of 
the Is'sie^'era after tlieir defeit, fill th*dr Miiialt cr.ift dispr'rse. 


Thk (Hiurt of Mndrul, wltosp wln>k* 
iirtciitioii sa-i'im^d bout upon the reeo- 
verv of Oibntitar, had hitherto loiuul 
all her attt»mpts, Mhetlier hy sea or 
land, totally iiiedhctual, and flu* re- 
peated disgrace whieh her arms h:id 
•Jtiirert*d could not fail to mortify her 
pridc.^ The cruel and uauton de'^tntc- 
tioiiof the town had*tend<'(l to no <»tlier ' 
jMirpose than to relleet dishonour on 
her merisiir<‘S in the eye of lCiiro|H*. 
Pritle aial revenjrc, therefore, now 
urged her to the uTmo>t exertions of 
her (jower and skill, so that no im ni.s 
were neglected, no expcn>e ‘*j»arcd, 
to insnn* suce< ss. Her trea >un\s were 
lavishly ex|H’n<ied ; the lalamr of the 
nation was exhausted in the magni- 
tude of the ptx'pararions ; and lu*r 
whole naval and military forci* now ap- 
peared directed to tie* recovery <if lhat ; 
natural and ancient appeiulage of the ! 
crown. ' 

1'he Due dc rrillon, lately n*tunied ! 
IVom the conqu(?st tif Fort St. Phtlip, ! 
who had formerly coniniandcd at the ! 
S|nnish lines hejire Gihraliar. and ' 
was |ierfi*etly acquainted with the situ- : 
ation of the garrison. was appointi*d to 
conduct the military force to be em- 
ployed in this arduous and interesting 
enterprise. With him were joined 
Monsieur d’Arvon (a French engineer 


of great repute) and Admiral Moreno. 
I The former had projected a plan, which 
had met with the approbation of his 
1 Most ( 'atholie Majesty, for uttucking the 
place M'Uh battering-ships, constructed 
upon such principles tliat they were 
♦spially consnlered as imprt^jnafur and 
tnnmhtfstihU ;and, fVom the prodigious 
]Kiwers of which, little clsi.* was cx- 
P'rteil than almost the annihilation of 
the g:irriMMi • the latter had rendoretl 
• himself ispjally eminent wvth the gene- 
ml in the preceding conquest of Mi- 
I norea. Under commanders of such 
- dislingtiUlvd ability, aided by every 
coiiihi nation of force which hmn'nn iii- 
! vention could devise, wo .pead not in 
the least wonder at the datterin|^ idea, 
universally formed by the nation, of 
the evi'iit. 

(Jeneral Eliott, on the opposite side, 
uiiawed hy foe iiVi pending storm,. pn*- 
vided for every circumstance which 
might occur. Though surrounded on 
every ‘hand with enemies, ami far dU* 
tout from any hopt^s of relief and assist- 
ance, vet he reposeii such confidence in 
the vigorriis and iinimd exertions of 
die little army under his 'Commaiid; 
wiiom he had alreail^ found siq^crior 
to the greatest }iard.ships, that he w'as 
not appn»Ileiisive of trusijng the e^ent 
to the decision of that fortune, which 
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hfwl lu'i'w «o often favourable to the in- 
ter»Ma of tlie pirrisou. 

The :J4lh of Juue, ihe fsnrnsoii iK'giii) 
t<» praetise with ball, i« 

casj^K plueed at dift’erent riiBtaiioi's in 
tiie hay. Two days following, the 
enemy V oannou were all under metal, 
ami tiieir utlvuneed st^iitries and giinrdtc 
were reinforced. At Algeziran tlie\ 
still continued to work on seven shin-: 
dial in rain]» iiumormis parties wtTe 
€*mph»\ed in landing great (pisiutities . f 
stores, and in ranging onlnanei*, \c. in 
their artillery j)iirlt. Early on the 
tiKtrning of the 27th, the captain of the 
C^jieen’s lines guard chullengfHl two 
peixuis who had afjpnawhed to ForlaVs 
liarrier; one «)f whom, linding they 
were ol»sen'i‘d. eriinl out in Freneh, 
“Don’t tin.*!*’ ath'r which, Iwith in* 
stantly ran away toward the linos. In 
their retreat, one of them fell, and, his 
cloak coming nnftdded, our sentrie- 
r<itild (li.-tingntsh that hi< uiiiforni w':is 
white; which eiremnstaiioi*. add'^nl to 
'hat fif their speaking French, iiuitie<'<l 
ii-i to conclude tliey were officers of 
Uiat nutioii. A person of distinction. 
supposM'd to l)e the Due de (h illon, on 
the dlilh, visitetl the liinw and ad- 
vanced works. Our ariiller\ fired a 
shot over him and his min*, to show 
them that they were observed. At 
flight, a soldier of Uie 5rtth, attempting 
to dew*rt frRm the Signal-house gnarci, 
was dashf'd to picrea in liis dvscfiit. 
The next day his l»odv w'us cxjKiM*d as 
a pul^lie sjx?ctacle, to intimidate others 
from provoking a siinilar fate. 

lu the Ig'gintiing <»f July, the tcnt}j 
ship hud lieeii in hand tw<i or three 
days ; ami lliv enemy’s nrtifio»*r» were 
at’w'ork on the fops of thf»^ which 
were* in tfie ^rr«^aiest ftwwarelness, 
plueing strong timlkTS, in form of a 
dos d’Anc, to serve as 1xniiI>*]irfM)fii, 
At n?ght they raised their ]>arnllel se- 
veral fa«ciiK«*ln height, and hiiiuketi it 
Up in front w'ith sand. Thongli the 
enemy s hatteries hud coniiinied silent 
since the 22nd <»f June, the garriscni 
persevered in a brisk discharge, direct- 
ing their fin' ta all parts of the liro-s 
as well as the advanced works. The 
evening of •the 2nd. a pirfy of the 
ifiieiny adv'ajiced to llay-t^ide barrier.' 


hut severed revundK of grhj>e, which 
wore* firetl fre»m Willis’.-, -oon f<»ree<l 
tficm to retire. 'J'lie succeeding evening 
they again attempted to take |w>st there, 
and nuT with u suiiihir ivcepihm, Dur 
navy, under the directitm of an en- 
gineer, ulwnit this time repaired the 
fiooni of Wntei'port, and sunk anehors 
in the shallow water at tlie hack of the 
Did mole. 'I'lic enemy, tliough we <‘x- 
fs*rte<l it, never moh'StVtl them in this 
duty; indeed they seeme»l Ux) intent 
«lH>n fh<*ir own opi'reitiona to pay atten- 
tion to any oroiir*v. 

The siic(‘ess attending our progress 
in the gsillerv rilx>v<* rarrin^'don's bat- 
tery. pr(Mliii*t d the iilea of making u 
eoiriimmicatioii from the extremity of 
the King’s to the (Queen’s lines; and, 
on the Cth. a party of iniuoiH LK*gau 
this new suhterraiieaii pisxage. Kurly 
the il.ay following, a brig, coming :n 
from the west, wait taken by a xeberpu* 
and carried into Algexiras. Jf the 
inn-(er of tbi< vessel had acted pru- 
d' lilly , he might preihahly liavccscutK'd. 
On iVis first apiM*:iraticc, la soasted 
under Frtiich eidotin , hut being 
ahri'ast of the |)oitit, and observing a 
f« liKca standing out to s|K:uk Iiim, ho 
hoismd Hritish, ami fire d u shot. This 
cinufiiKtaiiec s|>re*;td llie alarm: four 
or live guii-lxial« immediately rowed 
out ami op]K>seil her passage till a xe- 
bemie came up anil nm her uU>ard. 

i’he afti rnoon of lh<* IHth, an extra- 
ordinary instill uv of galhintry and pre- 
seiiee of mind mriirred at the laUira- 
torv adjoining the South bastion. Ati 
artilleryman, named Hartley, was em- 
ployed in tile liilioralory filling shells 
with earcn.>-s com position, and driving 
fuses into ami V inch shells. One 
of them, by some iinac^uiilahle ac- 
cident, UHik fiic in the ofieration ; and, 
alfhotigli he was surrounded with un- 
fixed fmx-s, loailed slndlb, coiupfisitioti, 
Ac., with tiie huM astonishing coiducss 
he carrii*d out tin; lighted sludl, and 
threw it where it foiild do little or no 
harm, and two foconds liad fcarccW 
ela}.*s<tl Ixjforc it exploded. If tlic shell 
had hurst in the laUiratory it is slmosc 
certain the viliole would liave been 
blown lip, when the loss in fixed animii* 
uitioTi, fusi*8, Ac., Ac., would have been 
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irreparable, exclusive of the damage 
which the fortifications imut have suf- 
fered fVom the explosion, and the lives 
that might have l>een lost. He was 
handsomtdy r<* warded by the governor. 
The night of the loth, a soldier of De 
la Motto's, wlio had bet>ii missing from 
tlu' r>th, was discoveriMl by the quarter- 
guard of that regiment stealing Im^ad 
from the men’s tents : he was instantly 
i)ursue<l, hut ctuild not be overtaken. 
The next day, however, he was found 
eoiieealed in a cave. Two others had 
ttlvo Ix'eii retaken within a few preced- 
ing days. Such attention had lK*eii 
paid to scarping the back of the rock, 
that it was little short of nnulin^s in 
these wretches, at this period, to at- 
UMiipt desertion. 

Some expi'riments were made, in the 
heginning of this month, with large 
Ktoiies, cut to fit the calibre of a I ;i- 
iiich mortar. The stones had a small 
hole drilled in the centre which Ix'iiig 
filled with a sufficient quantity of pow- 
der, they were firi^l with a short fuse, 
to burst over the enemy’s works ; and 
the fragments were expected to do 
some damage, os well as alarm their 
workmen. It was an unusual mode of 
annoyance, and for its novelty was used 
for some time, hut was soon laid aside. 
The 1 1th, in tlie aftenuKm, four sailors, 
under pretence of visiting some fishing- 
pots, deserted to the enemy. Two of 
them were concerned in the conspiracy | 
to run away with the SiKM'dwell cutter, 
as mentioned, some mouths liefore. | 
The following evening, a serjeant of 
the 72nd regiment, who had alisented 
himself several days his corps, 
and who, previous to his absence, hud 
left a letter Aguifying his iubMitiou to 
desert, was retaken half-way down the 
rock, betweiMi Charles Uie Fifth’s wall 
and Mount Misery. He was so situ- 
ated OS to bo unable to desetmd or 
return, and was at length obliged to 
cry for assistance ; which Ixung heard 
by the guard at th^ former post, scarcli 
was made for the unhappy mao, and 
he was afterwards executed. 

A deserter from the regiment of 
Bechart came in on die 14th : he ac- 
quainted us that tile Due de Cnlhm 
hod assumed the command of the siege. 


[chap. gll. 

and that General Don Alvarez luid 
I quitted the camp ; that the combined 
! aniiy consisted of forty-five liattalious of 
infantry, iucluding eight French liat- 
talions, two Ixittalions of S|;iaiiish, |ind 
four companies of Frencli artillury, 
beside cavalry ; but, owing to desertion, 
their nuinlters were considerably dimi* 
Dished. The battering-siiips, he said, 
were to have on )x>ard French artillerv ; 
and it was reported they would w 
cunipletcil in alioiit six weeks, die dine 
we had calculated ourselves from oli- 
si^rvations on thtur progn^ss. About 
diis perioil additional fbrgc's for heat- 
ing shots were esiablishea in diflerent 
puiis of the garrison, with all the pro- 
per apparatus. The 15fh, the enemy 
laid a ls)om of spars from the breakers 
north of the island at Algt'zinis towards 
the northward: some few days after- 
wards it was considenibly lengthened, 
and the gun-lxxits wcn> ranged in front 
of it : a l)ooin was also placed iK^tween 
the island and the main land. We con- 
cluded thc^ obstructions were intended 
to defend their hatterlng-ships from 
any attempts we might mime to destroy 
them before they wew* completed. The 
same day an embrasure was opened in 
the fiice of the rock, (ximuiunicating 
with the gallery above Farringdoii's : 
the mine was loadtxl with an unusual 
quantity of powder, ami the explosion 
was so umuziugly loud, thiifc almost the 
whole of the enemy’s camp turned out 
at the nqmrt : but what must their sur- 
prise have been when tliey observed 
wrhence the smoke issutfd! Th^ ori- 
giiiaJ inUuitiou of this opepiug w,bs to 
communicate air to the workmen, who 
liefore were almost sulfix^ated with the 
smoke which rcniaiued after blowing the 
different mines ; but, on examining the 
apertnre more clooely, an idea was fon- 
ceived of mounting a gun to bear on 
all the enemy’s liatteries, excepting 
Fort Bi&rbara : accordingly orders were 
given to enlar^ the inner part fur tiie 
recoil ; and, when finishtnl, a 'tweg^« 
fbur-pounder was mounted.* 


• This nowl fornuUion of apovered Hatteiy 
wan Bflor>«arfU earpii«lp<l,'a 9 «l the work wao 

S roi9i*ouiet1 nith aorli aneeea», that fnur, If not 
▼o X«ua wi*to mounted in th«f*.sallerv , helbv* 
I iho aubaiqueiiC Seploinbor; and in a UtClo 
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* The 18ih, a soldier of the regi- 
ment irho had escaped from the qaiir- 
ter-guard some days before* and who, 
.it is imap:ii\ed, had endeavoured to 
desert, surrendered himself voluntatily 
to the inaiu guard. One of ttic 58th, 
and another of the il7th regiment, had 
m)t off in the former part of the mouth : 
3ie diseounigemenU however, w'hich 
had of lute attendi'd diese deluded 
^ wretches^ we were in hopes, M’<»«ld now 
’ deter otliers frt^m attempting to alaiii- 
don their c<»!our8 at this critical junc- 
ture. 

Our nrtillerj', as the firing was veiy* 
inconsiderable, were now eliiedy en- 
gaged ill nre|Kiniig shells and careasMHi 
to Ik? uwmI against the enemy’s shitis. 
The iiiginem Men* also equuli) inde- 
fntigtthii* ill their department. On the 
part of the l>esi4‘gers, innltitiides of 
niiileh were eonstanlly einphiyed in 
different dntii*s in their camp, and 
largi* partiei^continuerl to land military 
ston‘S and (Minder at the Ora ng<*-g rove. 
The «>r>th, tlie St. Philip’s ( »‘.ile ami 
lleelor cutter arrived nt>m the eust- 
wanl, and cominuiiicaicd the a«reeahle 
• news of the eutiix* defeat of tlu* French 
flei't Tn the West Indies hy Adiniral 
Sir George Rodney, with the capture 
of the Ville <h? Paris, und the FixUich 
admirul, tlie CoiiiU* de (jlrasN*. In 
coiisequenee of this victory, a gnind 
salute w'as Wed at noon ; and in the even- 
ing a feii-de-joic, hy the troops drawn 
up fitmi the (irand Imttery t<» the New 
mole, fort. Signor Ix-oiietti, mqihew to 
Pascal Paoli, the celebrated (’orsican 
gemiral,*Mdth two officers, a cliuphiiri, 
and fS volunteers, came as ixiss«‘iig^rH 
in these vcssids to <»fller their services 
to the governor. In the course of the 
tame day, our erigineers liegan to fix a 
chwi'»ux-de-frisc fWffn the foot of {.ami- 
port glacis, adjoining Wafer|Hirf, to 
. the sloping palisades on the causeway, 
and thence t& Im: Ciontiimed R<^4v>t« the 
Inumlq^iou to the ad\'anced covenHl- 
way, leading to'ljower Forties's bar- 


more than twelve iBontlu from the d»y tbo 
enurineem cftnflnimc4*d, it tdvaured ro Ibe 
fvroitfCtioD uf ti(« qwM, Mtiere f>ie fr<,vernnr 
purpoifod ti> a twttery ; H^erwartU 
«iW effected. «y)d (v now il!jiiiug(ii«t«ed l.y the 
aame vtsH. Grcr,'i*’« ilolL 


rier. The enemy did not inoItMt the 
part}’ on this duty ; which to us n|>- 
(leai^ very extraordinary. • 

A IxMit arrived ou tlie 2(ith with two 
packets from Faro, w’hich ineiitioiied 
that the enemy's prepanitions for the 
attack would be ouinplete by the mid- 
dle of August, and that all the houts 
along the coast in the vicinity uf ('adis 
were already engaged to embark trxips 
for the ex|x*dituiii. A private letter by 
this Ixmt gave uk some general informa- 
tiem of the iiuineiisc* pre|»aratimis which 
w’ere making, and M»me idea of the 
eoustriictioii of the iifW-iiivenU*<l ves- 
sels, which h;ul inspin'd the etieiny 
wiili siieh eoiifideiuv of suecess. It re- 
cited, “That ten khi()B were to Ik* for- 
tified six or K'ven feet thick, on the 
lurtviard side, with green CimlM*r bolted 
with iron, cork, junk, and raw hides ; 
which weiv to carry guns *d‘ heavy 
meud. and be boiiil>-pnM)f on the Uip, 
with u dewvnt for the shells to slide 
otf: that thes<‘ vessels, whieli they suj>- 
|M>M*d woald Ik* impregiudde. wen* to 
Ih.* imN>ri.*d within baif gun-shot of the 
walls with iron ehuins ; and large iKuits 
with mantlets were to lie off at some 
dihtamv, full of ti’otjps, b> uksIhI, and be 
ready to take advantage of occurronc>es ; 
that "the nmntlels of these ImmiIs were* to 
Ik* funned with hinges to full down, to 
facilitule their .undmg: that they wi*re 
to have 40,000 men in camp, and tiie 
principal aliaeU was to lx* made by 
sea, to Im; (MJv<Ted by a squadron of 
Dieu-of*war, with iKimli-kelelKw, lioat- 
liig laitteries, gun and mortar lioiits, Ac. : 
and that fie* ( omtod’Arnas, brother to 
the King of France, with *»ther great 
personages, was to l»c present at the 
attack." 

Toward the eonelusion of the month, 
our attention w a'* er»page<l for Miveral 
nights hiiccessivelv by a great iiowe ou 
the isthmus, like that of u large liody 
of men at work; a few light Imlla were 
thrown in dit!en‘nt parts to discover 
whence itproceethij ; l>ut we could never 
dt*^ceru any nieu,exe4‘pt their patrolea : 
it was tli4*ix*fore imagiu4*d tliese parties 
were employ«*<l within tlic lines. The 
^lith, the woollen buildings in tlie navy 
yard at the New mole were taken dowa 
; and reino^^ed to Rusia, where they 
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Wfn* iif'li^rwartls ro-4'Stabli>h.fl »)« an 
(TiiiargtHt plan. As tin* coinuiuui>\itifnis 
aloiij; thc^ liiio-wull, r<» tin* tiorth- 
w'artl wtTi? til lit* iiuK'h <*x- 

j>o.scd to tin* «*!K*iuv'« Hro whnii tbe 
sliifis were broiipht iM-fon* tia* walls, 
tin* i'fjpnt*<‘rs, nlioiil tii'n tilin', In'giiii a 
On\i*i*i'il-wa\ aloii*; tin* r.tiiifiart, from 
Oraii^f’s l»,istii»ii to tin* firuini purad*% 
ainl to li«* coiitinin'd to SSoiitli- 

port: 1111*4 wasdoin* bj cl<*ariiig away 
thn from tin* oM hoiihi*s inline* 

iliulely iii.iier the W'orks, ainl HUiii;' 
others u|». whieh also sa-rved un tra- 
verses ji •'a insl the land hattciies. An- 
other eown d-way was likewNe made 
to (*oniinniiii'Hte from the Princess of 
Wah-s’s Iiin*s with the South barracks. 
The 'tlst, upward of ino covered wa^j- 
^'ons e.iim* to the enemy's lines fitnii 
the camp, anp|)Osed to be ludt‘n wiUi 
ainiiiiiiiition ami stores for tin* batteries. 

Ap|x*aninces Ix’eaine daily more iiii- 
portiint in the month of Aiijfni.st. The 
enemy's artilieens were n*uiarkably 
dili|rent at Algt*/iras, and tin* crui*4er8 
beeaiue more attentive to tlu* bliK’kade. 
They were particularly suspiclouH of 
every vessel that came in sijrht from 
the wi'st ; and the giiu-luMts were sta- 
tioned out as uiglit-erui vrs ; >%'hicli 
proliably was the reason why w'e iiad 
not been f«>rsome time visited by them. 
Ill their camp every |K'r8on stvmed 
eniployeil : and their dep«>ts of fiseincs 
anil fiiekets were very eoiisideralde, 
nutwitli.*ttanding the /{uantities oontinn- 
nlly removeil to the lines. Nor were 
we less active in takiii!^ advantage of 
this interval: larpeund hdly traverses 
wen* riisimI along the line-wall ; new 
coimnunieations were made at Willis’s; 
the Hank of the Princess AniK '.> battery 
was n'biiilt, and heavy metal iiionnt'd, 
to lH*ar over Wateqwrt. 'riie 4th, the 
Corsiean volunUvrs were formed into 
ail independent corfis, under Signor 
lA'onetti, who was appointed captuiii- 
coinniandant. Tim company consisted 
of a captain and ca((tain-heiiCciianC, first 
ami scooml lieutenants, one adjutant, one 
chaplain, four serjtnints, four corporals, 
two drummers, and sixtyH'ight privates. 
They were armed with a iii*eiock and 
bayonet, each a hurse-pistol slung on 
the let\ side, and two cartridge-boxes. 


The governor rpiartered theipoii Wiiid- 
liiill-liiil, and committed that post (o 
their charge. 

As the completing of the subtep- 
ranean communication from the King's 
to the (Queen’s linos appeared (from tlie 
dilhculty at that time attending the ndn- 
foicing of the latWr, in case of an alarm) 
to Ih* an oiijectof great iniporuuioe, the 
governor, on the !ith, ordered all the 
ininei*s ill the ditfereiit regiments into 
the King’s works, to prosecute it with 
greater diligence, anti assist in the gal- 
h-ry aliove Farringdon’s which now 
extended l4o feet in the solid rwrk. 
The same day the enemy n*nM>ved the 
old masts out of sevei-al of the hatter- 
ing-ship‘ 1 . sulistituting jurv-iim»f8 in 
till'll* place.s. Three hulls now ap- 
|s‘ared nearly iiiithlu.*d. 'i'lie evening 
of tiie <>th, the governor thought pro- 
|h‘r to detach a tra.-ty serjeant, with 
four jiiiai, from Land[K>rt, to a ri'ccss 
in tile roek under the Queen’s lines, 
ll*•!U• J.ower KorlK.‘s’s, with ortlers to 
advance a !a>ntry to the barrier, who 
was to listen attentively to what was 
transacting upon the neutral ground ; 
hut by no meaiis to fire, exi'ept in his 
own defence. This parly wa^ to'wiUi- 
dniw at the grey of the morning, that 
they might not be observed l»y Uie 
eiii'iny. 

The 7th came in a desiTter w ho had 
lH.*eii formerly in our st'i-vice at .Mi- 
norca. lie S’ behind ]^ 

Jlarbara, and Iandi*d at the Devil's 
tower; near which place he met a 
|)ati'ole of cavalry, hut, throwing hiiii- 
si*lf on the ground, was not ^bseavcil. 
He said the duke w'as n*so1ved to fin*, 
the 2.>th instant ; and, from the pro- 
digious number of mortars mounted in 
the lines, n'liorts were industriously 
propagntotl in the V:auip, that our Aru- 
naiice would stxm be silenced by their 
su|K*rior tire, and tlie batteries htaten 
to pou'iit’r. lie further ’hcr|iuiinted us, 
that there were H4,(KK) men in camp, 
and hut little iutereonrse tK*t ween •the 
SpaniurvU and their allit*s, who were 
principally new levies, and very little ' 
disciplined; concliidiig vith a-oon- 
tlmmtion of the last iiiMligeuce. that 
the soldieis in general sA disrelished 
the business, that many ^ly deserted 
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triih their arras into the country*. VCe 
coutiimeil to tire a few light hulls at 
night, for fear th<f enemy should make 
. uny addition to their aavanci^d works, 
wlv(*h, from ih(* inimeiiM* quiuitiry of 
materials brought to the lines, we sos- 
pectiMl would lie coiiiim*ueed very tHHin ; 
and, as it was apjirehended their ml* 
vanct's would t>e imule to the ^‘ustwanl, 
the guns at Willis's and the heights 
A'uriiig toward that quarter were 
' loadeil with gra|H^ to he more eflVetual 
in the execution, in eas<* th< y were dis- 
covered. On the I Ith, the 72nd regi- 
ment, which was quart^Tid in the 
tions ill town, ludeiieixleiii of tlicir 
quota towaixis the other duties of the 
garrison, voluntarily oth*red to ussi.vtiii 
inaking the iu'nv covered-way from the 
Grand jiurade to Orange's bastion : and 
100 of them wereiminedittlel\ employi'd. 
I’lie governor, hoWi‘Vcr, as a com|H‘iisa- 
tioii li>r their /cal, ordeivil them to he 
paid as rcHl-men » that t<» reeeive two 
ivals each |M*r day ; wliich is <*qunJ, at ; 
pur, to aUmt !W. sterling; with the ad- 
dititm to each man of a pint of grog. 

The enemy on the i;uli got up tlic 
. masts and yards in seveiul slnpM, and 
heut 5he sails of two ; hut, from tin* 

\ appettnuiee of the whole, we did not 
jtliiiik they could Ik* finished by the 
iwnne few days Iwfore, tliey lined 
iV upper port-hoU*H of the twonleckers 
4ith tin, nf* prou-et, as wre imagined, 
tkk clieeks of the [xirts from lH*ing 
btrnt by the constant firing of the 
canmiii. In the evening, the iiTtli 
regiment funiishcnl, for the fii*st time, a 
working pjy-ty of 120 men, to remove 
ship-tmiliers from Uic New mole to 
Moiitaguc'u liostioii, where the engineerK 
intended to erect a cavalier f<»r two 
guns. 

^Vboiit this tithe a S]K'cu‘sof influenza 
made its apiieurnnce on bounl the fri- 
gates in the Mole, and wkiii minmuiti- 
cated with th«» garrison. Its gt-neral 
symptoms were sudden pains, accotii- 
fianv'd Aith a dizziness in Uie head; 
though tithers were aflecu-d in a dif- 
ferent niatiner. For sev^eral days near 
ion men were daily taken to tlie hos- 
pital ; hot bleeding and a niglit's rest 
vsually mnes'ed iL It wa^attribrned 
■t that time tb the extraordinary heat 


Ul 

of the atmosphens which was iimisiially 
warm, owing to the extensive fires 
made by tlie S|uiuiai\1s on tko neigh- 
bouring hills, and the stagnant stiiu* of 
die air ; bin we liavt* Kiuec leiinitd that 
it was iiniversnl over Kniiipe, and we 
had reason, at that time, U> think the 
enemy were not less afVeetod by it than 
the garrison. 

A giaieral oflieer, snmiosed to lie the 
Due de C'rilion. hut w ho, it was ntler- 
wards learncHl, was tiiet'ointe d'Ailois, 
visited, on the I.Mli, the advanced 
workh; wt* so<iti had reason to U*lie\« 
that liis ohieer was to reconnoitre tin* 
groiiJul, pi-eVioiis to entering iiiioii the 
sueccidiug additions which were inacie 
to the ))urallel ; for. the suhreijuetit 
inoniing at da> break, to our great 
ustonisliinent, we discovered that they 
had iiuskhI. <luring the prm'ding night, 
a vciy strong and lotly epniilmeni, in 
e\t«‘ut alKiut itiH) >ards, t‘oimeeting the 
parallel to (he eustcni breach, with a 
comiminicatioii, m‘ur l.'tim vards long, 
extending fi'oin the prinoipu'l burner of 
tile lines lo the east end of the new 
epanltiieiit. Tladr works now ein- 
hraml eiieh shc»re of the iKtlmms, and 
Fulh eom[>h'ted the lii-st [furuUel. I'lie 
eoimmimeutiou, or lioyim (ms it was 
distiiigiiislu'd by our engmeers), s'Oii- 
sisted of i’iinUk filled wilii sand, which 
was u1m> Uirown up in front, huving 
traverses at distnuecs in tin* rear, 
iiiasle of euskM and f'ascih«‘s: but the 
ipaiilinent appcuretl to lx* i“.ii‘ed en- 
I tii'ely with sand-hags, from ten to twelve 
I fnt high, with a thickness proportion- 
ahle ; and altogether was a most stu- 
pendous work. Its purjioM* however 
wax not immediately |H)tnted out. T'o 
erect ibese new odtlitioiis in so sliort a 
lime, we computed, at a moderate cal- 
culation, must ha\e emphiyid 
men, which was afterwards confirmed 
U> us hy their officers; and tliat so 
immerous a party should he at work 
witliiu Moo >urds of tlie garrison, itself 
ou tlie alei'-t, and not U* disi*uver<‘d, 
must appear, to a iK'rsoti not present, 
almost incredible. We tlir<;w a few 
light halls whilst they were at work, 
one of which, we afterwards learned, 
griwtly alarmed them ; but, finding 
(hey were not discovered, tliey reautued 
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their occupatioii, and withdrew iu the sailed to the northward, past theila» 
morning imobsenred. The Spanish ship: she endeat oared to sail ba^ 
gasette deMsribed this parallel as of 230 bat in vain ; and was obliged to be 
toises* in length; and added, that one towed to her station by 10 gnn^boats. 
million nx hundrtid thousand aand-bagi At six o'clock, three barges only ^re- ' 
were used in raising it. The commu- tamed Atnu the Spanish admiral to 
nication it mentioned to have been in the Orange-grove, and were saluted 
»etigth r».10 toines, and formed of fascines and rccouducted with the same cere- 

and casks. The governor at night did • inony as before. We now imagined 

not onler an incrf*ase of firing on the that the Comte d'Artois was arnved, 
new works : a few munds were dis- * and these couipliments were paid ifi 
chargtKl, with several carcasses and eonst'qnence of his dining with the ‘ 
light*balls; Itut the latter were almost Spani^ admiral. Our firing at uight 
immerliatel V extinguished. was very brisk. The succeeding morn* 

The night of the 1 7th, the enemy ing we |>erceived that the enemy had 
bmuglit a great numfier of casks, ' constnicted nine traverses adjoining the 
pickets, and fascines, to the rear of > casWrn part of the epaulment, and had 
the eastern communication, which was raised the hoyou with fascines. The 

raised to a little extent near the harrier. ; etiaiilmcnt for another mortar battery 

They also erected three etmulments i was lik(‘wi>H‘ erected in the parallel 
with retiring^ flanks of sand-bags, for j opposite the (Vnire reiioubt. At night 
mortar batteries in the parallel. IVo \ the enemy were heard h.ard at work ; 
were to the westward, and the third to : our firing was conse<meiitly increased 
the eastward of the Mahon )>attery. ! by the addition of the lower batteries: 

The inoriiing of the 1 8th, we ob- ‘ tne enemy did not return a shot, 
rerved one of tlic battering-ships at | On the 1 9th, a small magazine blew 
anchor off Harcelo's battery. About ; up in the enemy's camp, near llucna 
noon, the men-of-war at Algt'/iras w<‘re 1 Vista, which set" a hnt on fire. About 
decorated with flags, as was enstomarv | noon, a flag of truce came jfVoin the ^ 
on the celebration of a festival; and, I dnke : the officer appeared to* be a 
what did^ not escape our observation, pi'nson of rank, as the Inxit had a criin- 
the English ensign was at the main- , son awning, and the rowers were in 
top-gallant mast-head of the adiniraPs ; nuiform. After passing and repassing 
ship, with the Spanish ensign flying i several tiroes, our ImkU returned wiili a 
triunipliantly over it. Soon after, , prvscmt, from the duke to tile governor, 
seven barges with crimson aw'nings ; of ice, frnit, vegeinbics, &c. The 
rowed fnmi Algezirns to the Orange- \ officers infunned us that the salutes 
grove, where they received on board . fired the preceding day were in corn- 
some ^i-eat iwrsonages, and returned to ; idiroent to the Comte d’Artois; Ac. 
Al^ziras, escorted by IT) giin-lioats, | The following was hnndtnl^about.as a 
which rei)cate4lly fireil salnUw, as did • genuine translation of the nuke's letter 
the men-of-war : ^ on their return ; on this occasion ; therefore, withoqt 
amon^^ the shipping, the battering- ! vouching for its authenticity, it is here 
ships hoisted their ensigns, and salutes i inserted to gratify the curiosity of 
wei-e again fired by the men-of-war. reader. • . . 

I’he barj^s then proceeded to the bat- 
tering-ship which was anchored apart '* CMup. nf Buens vito^ 

fttim the rest, where they remained * f * 

some time ; and, on the company's “ Srm— His RoyiU Highness Comte * 
tpiitting the ship, she fired a salute of d'Artois, who has received pefmission 
eight gims, and the boats went along- ; from the king his brother to assist gt 
side the admiral. About three, the i the siege, as a volunteer in the'tembineil’ . 
battering-ship got under way, and i army, of which theiu^Most Christiaii 

— - - - - I and Catholic Majesties have hoDOQre4 

• tni« Is eqasi to our fkthom. or six ! command, aitived in tbMr 

* • caniu the t.'lth lusrant. * This yoniig 
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prince fuw been pleeeed, in pesBtng 
throagli Medrii^ to take charge m 
eome letteri which had been eent to 
that cauital from this place, and which 
'are^ addressed to persons belonging to 
your garrison : his Royal Highness has 
desireil that I would transmit them to 
yon, and that to this mark of his good- 
ness and attention 1 should add the 
strongest expressions of esteem for your 
^rsou and character. I feel tlie great- 
' est pleasure in giving this mark or con- 
descension in wis august prince, as it 
Ihmishes me with a pretext, which 1 
have been anxiously hx^kiug for these 
two montlis that 1 have been in camp, 
to assure you of the highest esteem 1 
have conceived for your Excellency, of 
the sinccrest desire 1 feel of deserving 
vours, and of the pleasure to which 1 
look forward of becoming your friend, 
after I shall have learnc^l to render 
myself worthy of the homnir, l)y facing 
you us on enemy. His HighncMs tlie 
i>uc de lkmrl)on, who arrivetl here 
twenty-four hours after the (!ontte 
d' Artois, desires also that I should 
assure you of his pmtioular esteem. 

, ” Permit me, Sir, to offer a few 

trifle*t*for your table, <»f which I am 
sure yon must stand in ne<‘<l. iw 1 know 
you live entirely ujKm vegetables: I 
should be glml to know what kind vou i 
like best. 1 shall add a few hea<{ of 

f ame for ih§ gentlein«*n of your house- 
old, and some ice, which I presume 
will not he disagrcelible in the exces- 
sive l^t of this climate at this M^ason 
of tb*e year. 1 ho|)e you will l)c 
obligjrig «ej||pugh to accept the sinull 
portion which I send witii this letter. 
-;-l have the honour to lie, &c. 

“ B. B. Due i)E Cbillon. 

•* HW I'xroSliMicy 
Qcuar.ii Kliott.&c’.** 

Tbd barge which brought the letter 
and present rAipsl at a short dfstanoe 
along the town, mnn off the Old mole I 
hea<r to* Ragged Staff, when! she was { 
spipped by oiir flag ; but being thought I 
‘rather to6 near, as they might thence 
mako what ob sa f va tions they chose on 
our batteries, & shut was Urea over her 
ftnom. the R^bulse prame ; flpon which 
the rowed fitrther out in the bay, and 


waited at a considerable distaniH* Ibr 
the return of our flag. The night of 
the 19th, the enemy raised <iie semi- 
circalar parapet of the place d'armes 
joining the east flank of the St. Carlos’s 
battery, with sand-liags eight or nine 
high, apparently fbr a battery: 
they also made some considerable ad- 
ditions to the eastern works. The day 
fldlowin^, a flag of truce went from 
the garnson with an answer to the 
dukes polite letter of the preceding 
day : tlie governor’s letter was reported 
to be to Ute following purpose : — 

Olbnllar. Aug. 20, 17B2.* 
** Sir,— I find myself highly honoured 
by your obliging letter of yesterday, in 
which your Excellency was so kind as 
to inform nu* of the arrival in your 
camp of his Royal Highness the CVimte 
d’ Artois, and the Due de Bourlmn, te 
serve as volunteers at the siege. These 
princes havt* shown their jiulgmeut in 
making choice of a rnaMler in tJie art of 
war, whose abilities cannot fail to form 
great warriors. I am overpowenil with 
Uie eondt^ceuhinii of hi.s Ihiyal 1 lighiiei^ 
ill suffering some letters for persons in 
this town to be conveyi'tl from Madrid 
in his carriages. I flatter myself tliat 
your Exc^'llency will give my most pro- 
tbmid n'spects to his Royal Higbnesik 
and to the Due de Bourbon, for the 
expressions of esteem with which tliey 
have iHsen plca<K>d to honour so iuing- 
nific^ut a i>erHon as I am. 

** 1 return a thousand thanks to your 
Excellency for your handsome present 
of fruits, vegetables, and game. You 
will excuse roe, however, 1 trust, when 
I assure you, that, in accepting your 

f irment, 1 have bnAeii through a resu- 
ution to which I had faithfully adhered 
since Uie iM^ginniiig of the war; and 
that was, never to receive or procure, 
by any means whatever, any provisions 
or other c«>mmodity for my own private 
use: so that, without any preference, 
everything is sold spuhlicly here ; and 
the private soldier, if be nave money, 
can become a purchaser as well as the 
governor. I confess 1 make it a point 
of honour to partake both of plenty and 
scarcity in common with the lowest of 
my brave Ibllow-soldierB. l^ts fmw 
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iiislR‘s uw witli iitit'KciiKC tor tlu‘ iilM'ity 
I now take, of entivutii)^ your Kxct*l- 
leticy Tioi*to heap any more favoura on 
me of this kina, as in futuu- 1 cannot 
convert yo-ir pivaents to luy own pri- 
Tutv ufte. to t)o plain with 

your Kxrolloucy, thua;;h v<‘gctahleA at 
this season an* S4‘arc4* with us, every 
man has j/ot a <piantity propoi'tioinsl to 
tile lahfMir which he has iH^stowed in 
raising them. 'I'hc English are ita- 
tiirally iwial of ganifiiing and cuUi* 
vutioii ; and here we find our aiiinbi*> 
nn*i)t in it, during tlic intervals of rest 
from pnhlie duty. The proiiiisi* which 
the J^fic de i^illon miikisi, of honour- 
ing me in pn>pcr time and plac' with 
his fnendNtiip. hiys me umler infinite 
obligations. 'I'he interest of our Rove- 
reigns being oiiec solidly settled, 1 
fdiall witii eagerness emhriic<; the first 
op|x>rtiinlty to avail iiiys<*lf of so pre- 
cious a treasure. — I have the honour 
to be, &c. 

'•G. A, Ei.iott. 

** Itli r.xocllonry 
tlir Dili* <k‘ (‘rlltun, 

Our artillerj', on the night of the 
20tli, fired with great vivacity from 
the upper and lower batteries, in alt 
directions; for the objects now wei\* 
oo niimemuK and divided, the parallel 
1>einp upwards of half « mile in extent, 
that we could not always lie certain 
where *o find them empIo)e«l. In the 
morning we oliwrved they had raised 
the iMt^aii, aial made some alterations 
in tin* western works. I’he enemy’s 
operations were not now eorrietl on in 
the same slow manner as fonuerly ; the 
duke seemed detenu imxl to act with vi- 
gour, and astonish ns hv the rapidity 
with which he raised his Wtterics. lli.s 
army was numerous, and his orders 
(if we may credit report) with respc*ct 
to means and materials unlimited. 
Every exertion was therefore used to 
complete them with expinlition. Whilst 
our op)K)ncnts weft* so active, we were 
not on our paiis indolent, or inatum- 
tive to the defimee of the gamsou. 
The late additions of the enemy made 
considerable alterations necesrary io 
the works at Willis's, dec. Our mrties 
were therefore angmented, and em- 
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ployed in strtnigthcning the oomnifi* 
iiications, repaintig the splinter-proofs 
and on other important duties of the 
hame nature. Green's lodge and the 
Ruynl ! atterv were ordered to be ijiis- 
soueil w itfi ship-timber : the intrenched 
covertHl-way fnim the Princess of 
W;ili>N\ lines was continued, and slofdag 
p(ih4>ud*^ placed under those parthof the 
iiiie-Mall. from the eight-gun h^tion 
to t‘it* New mole, w'hich were not wed 
fiauked from al>ove. A boom of masts 
was likewise laid from the former to 
the head of tlie watering-tank, and 
anchors sunk in the shallow water Im>- 
twetMi that bastion and Ragged Staff. 

The afternoon of the ‘ilst a cai'cass 
from Willis’s s»*t fire to s<niio hxise 
fascines ill the rear of the Knsterii 
hoy an, which soon commnntealctl to 
the work itstflf; and the line for a con- 
sidemhle extent was intolvcil in the 
tiaiiics. On tlie appearance of the smoke 
our lower batteries imiiK^ilintely oiH*ite<l, 
and a most uniniated cani.oiiaife was 
iHrectetl from the garrison. A i>arty 
of the enemy endeavoured to extin* 
gtiish the fire; hut, finding th<nr efforts 
to stop its piiigress in vain, thev gal- 
lantly' pulled (louiitlie tine oi? each 
side to pre\eiit the thinie.s from spread- 
ing; which they at length eti'eckxl, 
hut not without coiiKiderahle loss from 
our nrtilh*ry. For some lime we ima- 
giiKd the enemy w'ould iemnin silrnl 
spectators of the contiugration ; hut, 
nil ofiictT arriving at the lines about 
six o’clock, their iKitti'ries insUuitly 
relumed the fire, secundeil aft. . 
by the new thirteen-guii hatcery. near 
the Tower; the latter, however, after 
fVmr or five discharges, wu.s silenced 
by the Old mole head how'iteers. Our 
fire Wits 60 brisk and so well served, 
that it vxci'cded tiieii-s by four to one. 
Almut half-imst M'ven the fiames humt 
out; and our additional ordnance, aa 
well as the enemy's batteries, ceased. 
In this short firing thev retupied 743 
shot and 38 shells ; an& we expended 
in the 24 hours, inchiding what W'ere 
discharged on this occasion, 90 bar- 
rels of powder. Wo'hkd three inin 
slightly wounded. In 'the prior part 
of the day, 13 feluccas ab’ived in the 
bay fWun the east: some imagined thsiy 
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IiiWucUhI for ailiiiticiuai {cnn-lKtats ; 
others, f«»r debarking trooiM. The :22ud, 
the enemy had repam*a the damage 
done by the fire the preceding day; 
bii^ iu the afVernoou another Miniiur 
accident had nearly happtmed: aear- 
ra»i was thrown into the St. kfartiu's 
battery, aiul totik effeel ; but the gtuird 
eniTleil theniJiidveB with huch activity 
and bravery, that it was soi>ii ex tin* 
PniHlasb alth<»iigh our J<»wer batteries 
' vere again open to support it. 'I'lie 
enemy wort* on this day Kitally silent. 
The succ<‘eding night they dn'ssed and 
raised the now cnmuiiini<'atioii, and 
made some additituis to (he eiislerii part 
of the parallel ; they were also at 
work in their new niiirlar !>atterii*».; 
nnd great qiiaiitnies of inateriulK wt‘re 
brought down to the lines, and into the 
advnneed w'orks. 

The 2tth. the inluihitawl^ in Ilanly- 
towii liegiin early to i“i‘iuo\e their Is'd- 
ding, (V\ fowanls Kuropa: they were 
eoniident, fnnn the infornuition of the 
lust desertept, that the enemy would 
again ojMOi their Kittenes the Micc-vdiiig 
day, Uung the aimiversarv of St. I.^juis ; 
aiul no persuasions eoulA banish their 
apprt^ieusioiis. Tliey were bowmer 
convinced, the f«illowiiig day, that the 
dnke was not prepared, whatever hi.s 
intentions miglit have been some %us*ks 
b<?foro. 

The enoi#\' Indiig heanl at work, on 
the night of the *J4th, drew a warm 
tire fixMii onr batteries. In the morn- 
ing we found they had niiMNl addi- 
4uuuUC-tta verses to the stiiid-bug epaul- 
men^ wdueb n<iw ^ireseiited a ((>riitid- 
able battery of sixty -tour einlira«>tireK, 
divided into four batteries <»f fourteen 
embrasures each, and one of eight; 
leaving a spiiee at the eastern extre- 
mity, .as we concleRh*fl, for mortars. 
The original epaulmeiit renuiiiicd en- 
tire, the additional merlons yiining^ at 
proper inter vak the fr«nti work#H’ftich 
aerved to mask the c-inhrasures till the 
bat4‘rit^ were finished. S».'Venil euibra- 
OTP(*» of tl»e i^gun battery timy had 
•already Ibied with fasciiK'S. 8oiiie ad- 
ditioas were maile to the St. Car- 
los's battery, parap«*t of wlucii was 
lengthened toward the wcaff I'he fol- 
loinng niglif the eiiemy» notwitlistand- 


iug a warm fire finm (In* garrison 
erected three large lu.iguxitKf), and, 
begitii a fouith in the ivnr af the (‘4* 
gitu battm -. they likewise lined many 
of the cmbi'usuivs with fascines, and 
mist*d a saiid-lmg travi'rse to «'over the 
c^mmiuiiicnciou fnmi the west t!iuik 
of the fi4-gUM battery to the pural 
lei. 

The 2f:th, the Queen ChurloMe, [.e- 
onora, and Clmrleis, ordiiuneO'-shijvs, 
with the St. Philip's (Castle, were or- 
deriMl into the Mole to be run nshore 
fill the ex|H*cted attack whs docideiL 
The seamen belonging to the frigates 
were employ ihI also about ihiti time iu 
carry ing sails tmd yards to erect tents 
ftir a camp at ICurcqia, where they were 
to Ih.* stntiont*tl w'hen the govci*m»r 
should think pro|N*r (o <irder them on 
shore. In the evening, nlHuit li*n oVIm-k, 
eame in a dcKerlcr, ati frishinan, who 
tbriiierlv had l»een in «>ur serviee ; he 
swam Irom the beach iK'ymul Kc»rt St, 
Philip, and atteinnled to* laud at Pay- 
side, but was lireu U|Kin by (lair ad- 
vanced sentries. He informed us it 
was rejMirted that the duke hud intended 
firing oil the yfftb, but w'as prevenU*d 
frmn finishing his batteries so soon us 
he expi'i’ted by the heavy fire from 
the garrison ; that, in their endeavourH 
to extinguish the flames on (he pre- 
ceding 21st, the party had suMained 
very cunsideralile lovs: a colomd nnd 
17 men of the regiment to wliieh ho 
Ivlonged w'ere killed. He corrobo- 
rated the intelligence, by the last iU ^ 
sertcr, ccjiiceming the n umber of ineti 
ill camp, and res|fecting the preva- 
lence of desertion. 

We did not di'^ver any inuternil 
additions die inorning of the 27th: a 
fifth nmgazine was erecud : also sevt*- 
ral traverm's in the rear of the parallel. 
Another of the bsittering-'-hips au- 
cbired the Maine flay off Harcclu's tiat- 
teiy, apart fnirii the rest : as sliC swung 
round with the tide, we hud an Ofqior- 
timitv of viewing w^h glaases lliu star- 
boaru-frifle, wliicli wc perceived traa 
not ckiwtl iu and finished like the oppo- 
site side ; the bond>-proof only extend- 
ing about three parts over, leaving ocm* 
sidemble oneuings between the strong 
uprights which supported it from Uw 
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deck« for the convenient tv'ccfttion 
of uiciif provwioiis luM atnnmmtion 
We obecr^edy the Kune duy, a great 
riumlier of bcuitH rungi*d along the short 
at Algexims. l:i the aflernoon, the 
licpuUe pranie cuine into the Ni w 
mole ; and the siiectvding inoniing the 
Fortune and Vanguard were lik* wise 
withdrawn from the bay. At night 
tlie enemy erected a number of tni- 
venca in rear of their parallel and bat- 
tery, and hnislied some interior work, 
08 they had done the preceding night, 
though we kept up our usual tire. 

7‘'he enemy 'h squadron w'as rein- 
ibrcid on the 28th with six Spanish 
liiKH>f-liattle shiim and a xela^qiie, 
under a coinmoilore, fmin the west. 
In the eourse of the tbiy, two 24-pound- 
eiw wen* taken up the hill to tlie gal- 
lery above Farriiigdon's, for the em- 
brasures already o|H*iii*d ; and 4(»0 ad- 
ditional workmen were ordeml into the 
works. I’jiwanls of tJno men were at 
this time daily employed at W^illis’s, 
covering and stmigtheniug the ffankn; 
likewise in foriiiiug new communioa- 
tions, with splinter-proofs, traverses, 
&c., as the new battery enfiladed most 
of the old covered- ways, and reiidcrt^d 
a thorough change necessaiyr in those 
works, fi?fore the artillery could lie 
properly covered. The euiiimuiiica- 
tioiis ill town and at tlie south were 
therefore discontinued, till tlie aliove 
were put in tlieliest stat^of defence and 
security. At dusk, ihrw seiieunts were 
posted upon Uie North, King's, and 
^uUi Imstious, to oliserve and report 
the enemy's signals in camp, and along 
the coast. At night, a deserter from 
the Walons came over in the sante 
manner as the last. He reportetl, that 
a very strong party was ordered for 
work that evening ; which induced the 
m>vernor to increase the firing from 
Willis'i, the lines, and lower batteries. 
He farther acquaint'd us, that we 
killed numliers of their workmen ; and 
that tlie 15th of lAxt month was fixed 
fbr opening upon the garrison : hut | 
that all, even the volunteers, were dis- 
heartened at the very thoughts of the | 
attack. Ninety pieces of caunon, he I 
likewise said, were bronglit into the I 
Oi-gon battery ; whidi number was to j 
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I lie increased, to supply tlie place of 
those which might be damaged, oT 
over-hcated. The night of the 28th, 
the enemy raised more traverses, and 
liegan coininuiiications to their uia^|^ 
xinc.s : 1 53 of the former were erected 
I lichiiid the long Ixiyau. They also 
worked upon the mortar batteries. 

It was alioiit this period tliat the 
Spanish 2(>-pouiiders, with other guns 
of the same heavy nature, were dis^ 
trihuted on the R4*a-line in room of ord- 
nance of smaller calibre, whidi were 
inonnted in their places against the 
eneniv's l^attcries. Hy this dispositioo 
the duke w<mld not have it in liis 
power to return any of the shot we 
fired, as his caniiou were all 2fi-poand- 
ers ; and the governor was enabled to 
retaliate on their bhipping, those shot 
which he had reetdved the land ; 
annoying them by this moans with 
their own weapons. Towaid the con- 
clusion of the month, the inthiensa had 
almost disappeared : the w'orking par- 
ties were therefore reinlbrci'd, though 
the hea^ duty of the guards would 
with ditneuUy permit it: on the 29th, 
the engineers paraded iipwaids of 
1700 workmen, including uoft-com- 
missioiied offict^rb. I'lie enemy, on 
the niglit of the 29th, nii.sed merlona 
for four enibnsures, joining tlie semi- 
circular sand-bag epuulnieut, east of 
St Carlos's battory. Si& batterings 
shi|» were at anchor oflT llarcelo's bat- 
tery on the 30th. The batiio day our 
aennioii were ordered on shore, to en- 
camp at Enropa. At night, the* -•'tit 
leiy, in addition to their fowmer, fire, 
opened the Grand battery : it did not 
however prevent the enemy from pli^t- 
foriuing trio fi4-gnu battery, and making 
further additions to the mortar batteriea. 
They also lined whh fascines the embra- 
sures of the semicircular 4-gun bav 
tery. Many hundred mules were still 
emplJjed in brixt^iig day and fitscines 
to the parallel. Our fire was very do- 
Btrnctive amongst these animaA, a^weU 
as their workmen; two, three, aul 
sometimes more of the former being 
ftemiently seen dead-on the sands at 
daybreak. «* 

Our entdneera, by th^,c1oae of tlm 
BKHith, bad exten«&l Euidport dm- 
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max-de^IVise to the raiit<«wfiy^ and 
begun the tidier acrost the luuiiilatkw. 
Carpenters were also engaged in 
iug the Royal and (.Trei'tj's lodge batte* 
rie^ and raising new traverties at ihoae 
posts. The enemy's squadnm in tlie bay 
at this period was as follows : (bur line- 
of'hattie ships, and one of 50 guns (on 
board of whieh was the dag), two 
^tes, three cutU^rs, four lioiub-heU'hes, 
ihd smaller untied vi^ssids, wen* at 
'Algeairus : two ships of the line were 
at anchor oR tiie Orange-gnive ; and a 
frigaW, witli an anned brig, was atCa* 
brita. To tliewf we ina} add the bat- 
tenngH»hi|M! and guii-ltoats. Since two 
of the men-of-war had nmioved nearer 
Uie enemy's eatitp, Itoats hill of soldiers 
were fn^piently ol»»erved g<nng on 
board them ; ana ns the gims were seen 
to lie drawn back fnnn the p<irts, and 
suddenly run ont again, whilst tlie 
troops were on Ixinra, we suspecti'd 
that they were practisiug to work the 
pins, pri^vious to their embarking iui 
board tJie baUering-ships. 

Affairs seemed now drawing to a 
crisis : and, as every apfiearance ittdi* 
^cated tliat tlie attack would not long 
be delkrred, the iiihabitatiis, apprehen- 
uve of the consequences, were wonder* 
flilly active in securing pluots of re- 
treat for tbemfM'lves and Uieir property. 
The besiegers wrought hard Uie night 
of the .3lst:atwo crtiss-cotninunications 
lined with fascines were thrown up 
from Uie long lioyau, leading to the 
parallel ; one to the western flauk of tlie 
itter}*, the other to the west- 
wafd.of Mahon battery. Five tra- 
verses were also erected witliin each of 
t^e new mortar batteries, and magazines 
Ibr amnmiiition were begun near them, 
Joiniog the parallel. We imagined 
they, were likewise eftiployed in bring- 
ing down ordnance to the advancra 
works; Our artillery amused them 
with a brisk five; but the goif%rnor 
rather oMected to such a quantity of 
pow(jier Heing at this time expeudeu, as 
he was of opiniem they were now too 
weli 49overed in their batteries to be 
much, annoyed ; #nd we might after- 
wards have more occasion for the am- 
monitioD. • * 

The even&jrof the Ist of Septeniber, 


a small l^oat inaniuU with English 
sailotu sailiHl fur Portugal. LieuU 
ii^ampbell. of the navy, sailed in her 
with dispatclies ftom the governor ftir 
Kiighuid. At night, the enemy ereeti'd 
an eimulnieut of sand-bags, apparently 
for two guns, adjoining the west tionk 
of Uie Mahon buttery; and raisi^d 
the new enmmunioations several fas 
chit's in height. Some additions were 
likewise made to the magazines. l.oiig 
scriiigK of iniih*s still continued bring- 
ing down fascines and oUier materials, 
which were deposited in different parts 
of their works. We imagined these 
animals also brought down shot and 
shells, as their piles in the artillery 
fiark were ooiiKidenibly dhuiuished. In 
the garrison, our engineers were inde- 
fatigable ill raisiug defences against 
the enemy's formidable new batteries; 
aufl coals were distributed to the grates 
and furnact's for heating shot. 

We pcrceiv<*d very little alteration 
in the opiTations of our opponents on 
the .‘Jrd : they lined the embrasures of 
the new 2-guii battery, and added to 
the cretss - cimunuiiicatioDS. In the 
couna* of the day, Uieir sc|uadron was 
reinfcii'ced wiUi two French men-of- 
war from the eastward, which were 
conducted into the bay by a Hpanish 
frigate, llie 4th, the enemy removed 
the guns from the two 14-gun batteries 
in the lines, and dismounted most of 
the onliianee in the mortar batteries, 
probably to repair the IhhIh and plat- 
ibnns. The removing of the cannon 
from the fonner gave us no small plea- 
sure, as we bad experienci'd iiioro fatal 
effects, during their lute wauUm lioni- 
banlment and cannonade, fropi those 
batteries, than fVoni any oilier in their 
lines. The guns, we supposed, were 
brought forward to the parallel, for we 
observed 1<i in the eastr-ni extremity of 
the 64-gun battery. In the forenoon, 
16 boeto, with mantlets or Ixtiricades 
in the bow, came from the river Pal- 
mones, and anchortgl off die landing- 
place beyoiul Po'mt Mala: these, we 
concluded, were for the MNHdinek. 
About sojiset, those battering-ahtpe 
which were ilnisbed, removea tnm 
Algesiras to the Orange-grove ; dbej 
BppMred to lotl rather beavilj^ ud 
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used swevpst notwUithtaudiiig the 
breeze. Alxml tli.? Haiiie tiwe, two 
grand sal^ites were ftrinl hy the French 
meii-ofowar. 

During the niglit of tin; 4 th, the 
enemy *8 parties mucked the bix west- 
ern embrasures of tin; St. Martin’s 
iKittery, and raist^d tlie purupt^t with 
fascines, inU'udiug, us we imagined, to 
C4mvert it into u mortar battery, us six 
mortars were seen, the preceding dny, 
lying ill the rear. 'I'he howitzers w'e;v 
also reinoveil from the (.Vutre reiloiiht. 
and some udditituis nude to the cfsiiil- 
xneiit, ill front of the St. J*asclial*s b.it> 
ttiry, whieii wan now eonipleted for 
eight mortars. They likewihe sunk 
four deep e.veavatioii'T h.-hltid the east- 
ern luiyaii, us reservtfirs for water, in 
case of tire. At iiight, another hiitti'r- 
ing-ship joiiKHl the othep« at the 
Oraiig«*-grove : soon afWrwaixls, the 
enemy shipped |)Owderoii hoard them 
from the pier. lO.irly on the .5th, a 
large luidy of men murehed in a v<m*v 
irregular manner from Algeziras to tliV 
ciun|). We imagiiuvl tla-y were the 
urtiiicors who had been eni|)loyed upi)n 
the ship4, and were encam|H.‘d south of 
the tower, half of wliieli camp wa.s 
now struck. During the day, 
square-sailrd boats arrivi-d, under con- 
voy of an aniUMl brig, from the wv-nf, 
and, witli upwards of 1:^0 tVooi Al- 
gc/.inis, .isscniiilcd in a lin.? oil Ibn-a' 
dillo Point, at the inoutli of tin* (iiia- 
daraiaiue. A large I'oaiing balteiy 
wus also toweil nut ai:d anciioivd at 
the entranee of the Palnauies. 'J’uward 
evening, aiiout ;*>0i) men, eseorted by a 
Ixody of cavalry, embaiked from tho 
pier on lioard tlic liatrering-ships: the 
singular mode of conducting them tt» 
tlie lK*uch could not fail to attract our 
notice, and to cause in us some degree 
of surprise. .\lKMit eight in the even- 
ing, a dc.serter came ill fmin iJn* i-egi- 
nient of Naples : he iv|xjrted that the 
8th was named for the grand attack, 
and that all hanv^s w*erc actively em- 
ployed in completing everything in the 
several departments. 

Few additions were perceived on the 
Ath: some sand-lmgs were placed ou 
the mortar battery of the 8t. Martin*s. 
In the foreuooDt more boats joiued the 
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others at liocadillu, from the ^est : th« 
floatiiig battery was likewise towed to 
t)ic pier near i^ouit Mala. The go- 
vernor, the some day, made some new 
arninmunents in the garri»m detail. 
An additional deld>o8icer was onl8red 
Ui mount in the lines, to lie independent 
of the iiLdd-ollicer in town; und the 
fiehl-oifieeiw of the day, in fliture. were 
directed to make siicli disiKisitiou of 
the guards, pickets, and ordnance i t 
their several districts, on every occa- 
sion, as appeared to l>e most Vor tlie 
lienctit of the service. A siihalterit 
was adilcd to the New* mole gnanl, wlio 
wuH at night to be detached with 20 
men to the Mole head ; and the pickets 
ill future were ordt^red to mount fully 
accoutred, w'ith animiinitioii complete. 
The .'ilith regiment was also oidered to 
town, the iKittnlion companies to en- 
camp in Southport ditch, and the gre- 
nadiers and light infantry to he quar- 
tered in the picket-yard lK»mh-proofs, 
liefore occupied by part of the 72nd 
regiment, w ho, on this dis{iosition, Joined 
the rc«:t of their regiment in Montague's 
and Iviiig's bastions. 

'The enemy 's works on the land sirle 
ivere now every hour advunebig to " 
|K’rfectioii ; but tiie duke’s attention to- 
ward eompletiiig them ««> en- 

tirely to engage him, a**, \n a great 
measure, to pi event Ins taking the pru- 
dent preeainions ni-ces.s;^*’} for tlieir 
ilefeiice. '(’be advanced batteries in 
the parallel were eitlier unfinished 
. ihougli nearly completed^ or under- 
going such alterations, that .Uie.'x^p'- 
rials in tlieir vicinity greatli oltstructed 
the use of the onl nance 'Vhieh were 
inoimu*il; and their batUTics in the 
lilies (exci'pt the forts) were in a simi- 
lar situation, the cannon, to pennit tlie 
nwesietry re|)air', being totally 
movi*d from some, and the iinirtars 
drawn hack or disinounted in others. 
Thei^forts and some /ew mortar bat- 
teries were tlierefrire the only defences 
left to proU'Ct these immense works 
from insult and attack. This hta\e of 
their works presented an oiqKirtunity 
in some respects not jinlike that which 
General Kliott had \‘mbraGed in the 
preceding year, when, >»y an niiex- 
pected sidly, he gloriously destroyed 



SIIOSK OF GIBRALTAR. 


IS!» 



the labodrs of bo many months. The 
hoiumr. howover, of causintf a seooud 

' disfiraoo vas reserved for Lieutenant- 
General Ihiyd, tlie Itoutenant-TOvernort 
wha in the forenoon of the 6th, reeom- 
inclined, by letter to the governor, the 
immediate use of red-hot ^hot against 
the land-liatteries of the besiegers, 
(jeiiemi hlliott ae^niescetl in the pro- 
msal, and immediately ordered Major 
Iftwis, the commandant of the ortib 
Ktv, to vrait on Lieuteiiantd'ireiivral 
Bo}d for his instructions and eoiii- 
Aiauds sttbniiitiiig entirely to him the 
excontion of the attack \rljirli he had 
projccldl. In conscKiucrice of the go- 
vernor’s assent, pw^fiarations were in- 
stantly made; and, in a short time, 
everything was pro|K*iiy arranged for 
the KTV ice. Ill the interval we must 
not, however, omit to take notice of the 
eiirmy’s ojM'iat’uni''. 

ICarly in tin* morning of the 7lh, 
vorsil guii-hoats won* diwoven.d <itf the 
Did ni<>le hcail retiring from tin* gar- 
rison. wbieli wi* imagined had lj**en 
pounding unilcr cover of the night. 
'Die garrison of^h'rs of this day con- 
tained the following arrmigiMiieiits : • 
The uiitrine hrigadt* (which c<ini|)oped 
a cor}«s of alsmt you men) to take niiik 
«m felion* according to the king's regu- 
liitioiiK; ('apiain Curti.*'. as colonel, 
with the rank of brigadier; Captuiu 
(libson, as liigiti'ii.'iiit-coloiiel ; ("ajitain 
lirmMiaw, as major; eight iieiitei.ant*-, 
as captains ; eiglileen lunbliipinen, as 
cii^igns: acid the hrigade to inonnt 
i‘!nro|ai Adyance ami Little lluy giianls. 
A picket pf the line to lie detached 
eviTv ev« ninfr to tlw Prince’s lines, and 
an additional siibultern at tlic same 
tiiftc p) l..andport. One captain and 
eight privates to hit added to Water- 
port p^ard, whence asdcUichment of a 
siiiiultcni atid thirty men was to lie sent, 
at snnstft, to the Old mole head, wliieh, 

• at sccoiui gun-6 was to lie joioeA by 

• one of the captains. Twelve privates 
to the maifi guanl. One Serjeant, nine 
privaf<!«, and a gunner, to liagged Staff' ; 
((|i*taching a serjeant and six men, with 

’ the giiniier, at nireat-beating, to the 
Wharf licad." iJie alarm-posts wem 


also fixed as follows : — The fitith tiank 
comjMinies to take (lost on the Nonii 
luLsttou town; ihrei^ huttalioa compa- 
nies of the same regiment, the South 
bastion ; the remaining five at Ragged 
Staff, extending toward tlie eigbt-gnn 
bastion. The Tfind regiment— right, 
tlie North bastion town ; left. Orange’s 
bastion, extt*nding as fur ruriber from 
Uio King’s bastion as jx>s.siblc. ’I'lie 
7*ird ri'giinent (which was qnarUM’t*d 
at the Kiuthw'nrd) to hike (mst on the 
left of the 72iid, toward the Sontli has- 
tioii. Captain Martin's comnany of 
artillery, the (tnmd battery and Wutcr- 
nort. Captain Lloyd’s cotiipaiiy, the 
king’s and South li^tions. Brigadier- 
Genera] Picton to command the corps 
in town. The Hanoverian brigaife, 
friMii the eigbt-gnn biisiiioii soiitii to 
Prince l-Ulwurd’s battt»ry inclusive, un- 
der the command of Licuteiuint-Colouel 
Dncheiihsdtscn. The .'i6th regiment, 
South panule. The I2lh rf*ginieut. 
New mole parade. ’I'he 11 7th n*gi' 
ment, Roniii parade. The f)8th ivgi- 
meni, in fitint of their encampment, 
detaching a fiiinkcompunv through the 
hole in the wall ii|M>ri 'l^'iiidmill-hill, 
to reinforce ICnropa Advance pjurd." 
(Tlii.s n'giinei.i was to receive onlerh 
from Brigadier Curtis. I ‘‘The er.gi- 
rieei-K and ariilic«Tis in twodivisif>nM,oni' 
to asM'inble at the lAiilanade town, tbi* 
other at tb** Ksplmuicle Kiutb.” U wa« 
rceommendiHl at The Kunu* time to the 
commanding officers to have a Miffi- 
cient rcK*rve iu cuk* of deficieiicicf*, 
and Ui pay particular altention to the 
ffariks and ndans which coinmtiuded 
the front of the 

As Ibeahove cxhihils the governor'% 
disposition of the troo}is, it wdl not lie 
impn^r to inwrl in this place u de- 
tail of the guards which mounted in 
the garri^^ou at this pi'ri^Hl, with the 
strength of the garrison, and imm daily 
on duty. The stn'iigth of the garri- 
son, with the marine hrigude ( inclnd- 
ing the otfioers;, in* SepternkT, wan 
aliout 75tN) men : upwanls of 4t»ti of 
whom were in the hospital. The num* 
tier daily upon duly is shown in Uie fob 
lowing abstract. 
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Giurdu . inelutlinif «flleto. • 

Jlckc-i* (Inchidlnjf tlw add»Honi of the 12th) 213 dhlo 

Workir»;{ partieti, umhT the chief engineer i C exclimive of the engineen 

l^nd the qiierterniMter-goiicrel . • * ‘ t overeeem. 

Total 8430 

f 

licside many wtio were countantly and ludUpenMibly employed aa orderliia aiul 
■RdHtantB in Uic hospital, and iu ocher departnteiits in the garrison. 


GUARDS. 

Toimr DieTRicT . 
GiiVfriKir'ii or (TonvenC gd. 
f.tcur. Unve:iiur*)i 
Will IN'*. See. . 

PlNg-HtAir 
I.an<l iNirt 
(Srenu hettcry 
Weterport • 

MRln 

Siiuthpurt • 

('xHtle , 

Nortii line-wall 
South line wall 
Arlillerv mauaaine 
Middle hilt . 

Signal house . 

Victualling offloe 
Patrciles , 

Orderl lea 

Link! . 

I'rliice'a 
King's . • 

Queen's . 

Sooth Distriot 

KuTopa . 

Kuropa Advance 
[jitrlu H:i\ . 

Ra|;gcd SiniT . 

RcMia . 

New mole , 
llnena Viita • 

Camp . 
lliMpital . 

Magaalne 
South Shed 
I'ritircm of Walea's Unm • 
Windinill-liill 
General De la Motte'a 
Urderlles 

Total . 



DcTAcaMZim -c 


N.R. Grenadiers. 
N.lt. Lt. Infanlrv. 


the Spur & Firehe. 

( the Lunette & 
* ( Mole heaiU 


Clia. Vth'a wall. 


L Upper IV>rl««'s, 

Jtc. 


N. B. Marine 
BrigHile. *' 

. the Whitf. 

. . . \ ieliinlliugtent. 

. . . New mole heao. 


The I*rovohtabip. 


N.n. Corsicana. 


3 9 28 64 73 23 773 1*4 106 


In the evening of the 7th, a little 
before midnight, two large lights ap- 
peared on the shore west of the Orange- 
grove, forming a right line with our 
(trand bottery; and at the same time, 
two similar Area were seen behind Fort 
St. Philip ; whence, if a line was pro- 
duced, it would to Bppeanmoe have 


iute3\H*t*tt*il the former, alsiut 800 or 
901) yards to the north-west of the Old 
mole head. 'I'hese unusuSl signals 
made many conjecture that the cnemv 
were sounding in that quarter- A 
few rounds were ae^rdingly fired at 
inten-als lu that direction ftt>m the 
North Idllhtioii. « 
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* By the morning of die dth. the pre-^ 
paratSons. in the department of the 
artillery, nnder General Boyd's din*c- 
tions, were completed ; and, the snceess 
of attack ia a great nieatsiire dc> 
pending upon eiubraciug the favour- 
able moment it was no longer de- 
ferred. At scTcn o'clock, the town 
guards htting relieved, the (iriug com- 
menced from all the northern batteries 
,which bore upon the western part of 
the parallel, and w^ sup{k)rted through 
the day with admirable precision and 
vivacity. The effect of the red-hot 
shot and carcasses eaceedt^ our most 
sanguine expectations. In a ff^w hours, 
the Mahon battery of <i guns, with Uie 
battery of 2 guns on its tlauk, and 
great |Mirc of the adjoining (Kirailid, 
were on fire ; and the tlaiiies, notwith- 
standing the enemy's exertions to ex- 
tinguish tlieni, hunit so rapidly, that 
the whole of those works iR'fore night 
were coiisuin(*d. The St. ('arlos's and 
St. Martin's batU’ries however on this 
cKtcasion eseatietl the fate which they 
had formerly experi«*noed. Thev were 
nevertheless so much dtrafitjed by the 
• breaches made to olwtruet tlie efleets 
of Uiif carcasses, Ac. that th<i enemy 
were under tlie necessity of taking 
down the greater part. 

The enemy, for near an hour, con- 
tinued silent Kfiectatoi'S of our eaii- 
nonade. Al^ut eight, they finti a few 
guns from the St. Martin's battery ; 
and lietwecn nine and U*ii, n*tunied 
our from Forts St. Philip and Bar- 
Ivira, with' the 7-giin battery in the 
lines, aud ftkm affer from 8 new mortar 
batteries in tin* panillel. This tardi- 
ness in returning our fire, in some 
degreh we aitributed to the works lieing 
confused with rnateryils, and some of 
the batteries lx*ing deficient in ammu- 
nition. ^ It might however Im" owing to 
^ want of discretionary orders, ^ an 
I officer of rank ^as oliftt*rved to enter 
the lines ^bout the time when their 
cannonade became general: a rein- 
fbrccmeut also marclied down from the 
. camp.* . 

1^0 astoniiflung bravery displayed 
the enemy *in their rep^gted at- 
tempts to exqngnish (he flames, could 
not fiul to.attmt our particular notice 


and admiration. Urged on most pro* 
bably by emulation, they j^rfoniied 
prodigies of valour; so that uieir loss, 
tinder so well dir<*cted a fire, must have 
lieeii very eoiisiderable. The KriMich 
brigiule, we ufferwards understothl, had 
140 killeil and wounded. If the Spa- 
nish casualties bore an <M)iial )iro|>or- 
tion, their united loss must have greatly 
exciHMltHl our calculation. 

Altout four o'clock in the affenioon 
the cannonade abated on both sides, 

. and the enemy soon after were totally 
silent, ihougli we continued our usual 
fire. The gan'ison had two or three 
killtol, and several wounded. Lient 
Bong, of the artillery, and Ensign Gor- 
don, of tlie f)8th n^giment, were of the 
latter niiirilier. The former officer had 
lM*eii wmiiidiKl l>ef(w: on this iHvasion 
he wiLs pointing a gun fivim Hanover 
battery in the Tines, when a shell fell 
in the battery. He had scarcely time 
to thniw hiiiiKidf down in an embrasure, 
when the shell burst, and firckl the 
gun under the mue/.le of which he lay. 
The re^ioit immediately deprivi*d him 
of hearing, and it was some time be- 
fore he recovered a tolerable use of 
that faculty. M^or Martin, of the 
sHiiic c<irps, had likewise a very for* 
tuiiatc escape fnnn a 2(i-potiiider, wlitck 
shut away the cock of his hat close to 
the crown. I insert this aiiecilote^ 
tfceause it is commonly ladieved, that 
if a caniion-luill of large diiiiiieter 
passes so near the head of a iXTson, the 
wind of it is generally fatal. The 
major w'as cousiderably Htuiiiied by the 
passage of tin* shot, but exjiericnced 
little further injury. In the forenoon 
of the Hth, two more shiiw of the line 
removed to the Orange-grove, follows4 
some tune afterwanls by 22 fpin and 
mortar Ixrats ; and in the evening, ona 
of tlie Fn*nch ineu-of-war joined ihtsra 
ftfim Algexiras. In the course of the 
day, a number of trcx>]»K weiy^ cns- 
barked on board sue^ of the battering- 
ships as were finished; and at nigfi^ 
our artillery replaced the ammunition 
in the expense magazines, which 
been used to such purpose in the 
morning. 

This unexpected insult undoubtedly 
precipitated the duke'g measures ; and 

k9 
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pruviikutg liiiii tu tlu' utlack, Lx'forc 
tlie preparations in the oiiier ili'piirt- 
menus wefe reatly to combine witli him 
iu a geiuTul au<l powerful eH<»rt ugaiost 
tile garrison, served greatly to friis* 
(rate ih.‘ enterprise. Apprehensive, 
probably, that, elated by our good for- 
tiint*, we might renew our attempts 
finally to desti^oy the hind works which 
had ehea(H*d, the duke determined to 
avoid the blow (which alsii might Ik* 
ill other respi‘ets fatal in its eouse- 
queriC(*sj l>y ojM*niiig his huiU'rieb, even 
ill tlieir uiifiuiblietr state. AetuaU'd, 
most probably, by these motives, the 
embrasures of the new liatteries were 
unniiusked during the night of the Hth ; 
and the siieci'ediiig morning, at day- 
break, we were surpritu'd to find every 
ap)N*uroiioe in their works for firing 
u|}on the garrison. Two rockets from 
the forts in tie* lines wen; the signals 
to liegiii; uiid the caonotmde com* 
iiieiieud at half-past five o’clock, with u 
volley of alKiut on shells from all their 
mortar batteries in the parallel, suc- 
ceeded by a general discharge of tlu*tr 
caniiou, union ntiiig, in the whole, to 
alxiut 17Ct pieces of onlnaiiee, all of 
large calibre: -a dUebuige, 1 believe, 
not to 1 m» parallelinl !♦ Tlieir firing 
was powerful, and entir<'ly diiveted 
against our work.s; but was not, after 
the first round, altogether so tremen- 
dous and destructive as we htvl reiiMUi 
to expect from such a traiiiof artillery. 
At internals, from Id to 20 shells wore 
in the air at the same moment; but 
tlieir eftecLs were tiot<H]ual to the iniiii- 
bers expended. 'The town, sontJiwui’il 
of the King’s bastion, was little af- 
(i*cb'd; I nit the nortlieni front, and 
line-wall leading from the (ir.iad pa- 
rade to the North bastion, were exceed- 
ingly warm; and the lim*s and Jaind- 
port were neatly aiiwiyed h\ the 
shells from the howitzers, which wen* 
distribiiU'd iu various piirts of tlieir 
parallel. Mouta^tut^'s and fJrangeV 
bastions seemed to tie Che centre of the 
enem^^'s cn>ss-ftre; whilst the line- 
wall in their vicinity and to the south- 
ward was taken a reinrs by tiie shot 

• A Ktvnch uccuuiit of the ilex** loA 
M the nointier of the enemv‘s ordnance 

tflv land tfhte at tloa time 


which paBM*d over the lines from tEo 
(i4-guii battery. 

Not imagining, from the rough sp- 
peamnee of the enemy’s works that 
they could jxissahly retaliate so funm, 
the guards uiid pickets at tlie noith end 
of the garribOii were for some time ex- 
posed, and some casualties occurred: 
but we soon disctivered wlieiiee wc 
were chiefly annoyed, and consequently 
lM*caiiie more cautious, l.ieut. Whar-, 
ton, of the 73rd regiment, wa* dan- 
gerously wounded at l^ndport. 

Whilst the land batteries were thus 
pouring forth their vengeance upon 
the northern front, nine liiie-«f-battle 
skifis, including tho«e under the rreiich 
flag, got under way fixmi the Orange- 
grove, anil pausing along the sea-line, 
dis(*hurged sevi'ral broadsiiles at the 
garrison, a id particularly at a settee 
which had just arrivwl under our guns 
fniiii Algiers. When this Hpiadrou 
hud got round Kiiropu Point, they sud- 
denly wore, nnd returtiing along the 
Kuropa, Kosi.i, and New mole lintte- 
ries coiumenewl a regular and heavy 
fire upon the garrison. 'J'he marine 
brigaile and artillery returned the 
salute till they passed, when the nien- 
of-war wore aud returned U) tlie east- 
ward. About the sjiiue time that the 
eiieiny wore thus aiiiii*>iiJg iw at the 
southward, ir> gnu utul mortar bouts 
approiu’lu’d the town, and eoiitiiiiKsI 
their fiiv for some lime ; but, the artil- 
lery giving them a w.irm reception 
from the King’s bastion, two of them 
were towed off with precipitation, aud 
the rest retired in great dis iitler. • tine 
w as thought to In* very considerably da- 
iimgetl: and some imagined that her 
gun w'as thrown overboard to saVc her 
from sin king. 

This mode of annoving ns *on all 
sides exactly corresponded with the ac- 
counts, which we hail receiviil of the 
lull of attack 8uggesu*d by Monsieur 
’ Arvon, the French eiigim*er, u ho «i- 
|K*riiitende<i the enemy’s pn'puratioiis. 
'rhc*\ ho|)etl prol/ably to confound aud 
ovcrwlulm us, by presimting to usdo* 
.striietion under such '»ari6us forms, and 
by the eqpntioiis quantity of fire which 
they poui-eil iu upon the j^rrison. The 
gu\*ernor however did not approve of 
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bis troops beiDg thus Kubject«d to be 
haiussed at tht^ir pleasuR*, and resolved 
therefttret if po!»siblo, to nttt a slop 
to tbeir Seorattacks. For mis puriM)se 
tb«^ fnrvmces and grates for beating 
shot, ut the New mole, were ordetvd to 
be : and some new arrange- 

ments* t<H)k plaw in the onlnniuH! u|)on 
WiiKlniill'bill. Towunl dusk the ene- 
my ubati-d in the tire fiviin their enn- 
tion ; increasing however in the exjK»n- 
ditiire of shells, which, h«Miig getu^rally 
iinnl with short fuses, broke in tlie tiir. 
This practice si'etned well calculated 
for the piirpoaes in view. In tlic day, 
th'*y could ohsem* with givater wV- 
tainiy the eflect of their shot, and alter 
as cin umstances directed : the firing at 
nigitt lnu^t unavoidably less de- 

C ended upon : shells wen* then*fore 
urst over the heads of our workmen, 
to prexent them, if p<»ssihle, from re- 
pairing at night the damage received in 
the day. It did not nevertheless <>1»- 
tftruot the duties in the department of 
the engineers ; and the artillery wcfre 
not hind<>n*d from fiirther completing 
tlie expi^nsc inagn)!iiie.s with unununi- 
tion. The y7th regiment w'as now m) 
far as for some lime to assist 

in the fatigue dntiiw of the garrison : 
and this day the oHicers, with lot) men, 
were adilcMl to the geiienii roster. The 
toxvii guunts w’ere also ordered to as- 
semble in t^mthport ditch. 

The enemy’s m<Mi-of-aar (ti>, we ex- 
jH*cU*d) rei»eatcd their attack very t-arly 
on the nioriitug of the loth. Each ship 
carrliil a light at her mizen-peak ; Iwt 
they di<h i^it approach near enough to 
produce much eflect We received 
(hem with a well-supported Are; and 
tlie next morning oWrved one of tbc'in 
at anchor, uilli her iKiw sprit iinshippetl, 
at .A4gezinis. remaining ts re- 

newwl their cannonade alxiiit y in the 
foreifoou, and killed 2 of the marine 
Iw'tgade, and voninded a ficrjeaitt of ar- 
tillery and 2 others. AfU'r they had 
IKV^xl l>efure, they wore ship, appa- 
rently with an iuteutinu of continuing 
thelr^ visits, but suddenly put about 
haiilcd their wiad. and anchored ofl'^e 
Orange-groves We were afterwaixls 
infvnin*d, .fliat the diw<ive/^‘ of a red- 
hot shot o.i %)ard ^ne of the ships was 
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the immediate cause of this nusty man- 
cDuvre. 

The enemy continued lhc*r firing 
from ^ the istiimiis, reeoinmcucing at 
morning gun-fire on the loth tVoin 
tlieirgiui batteries. At 7 o’clock, imdud- 
iiig the ex|>eiiditiiri* on the 8th, thej tmd 
diseliarged .'i.'i27 shut and 33 )2 sIicIIk, 
exclusive of the nuinlwr firwi hy iIk* 
meiwif-war and moitar iHwts. 'Hie 
garrison, on the contrary, look no fur- 
ther notice of them, than to reiuni a 
few rounds from the terrace lotteries 
at their working parties, who wen* i\*- 
pairiug tlie damage done on the fitli, 
and coiiifiletiiig the rest of their wcirks. 
In the course of the day. the Brllliaitt 
and IVirctipine frigates were scuttled by 
the navy in the New mole; and at 
night the cnuhii'erH, with a working 
party, cleared the lines of ruhlihh. and 
l•<*•*to^<-d tlioise traverses which had 
biiMi deinolishH. At night, the ene- 
my’s fire was under the siuiie ivgula- 
tion as the pi*ec<.‘ding 4>vening. 

The next moniiti^, when our guarda 
were isdieving, a signal was made ut 
the tower, near the qimrry, und»*r the 
t^ueen of Spain’s (.’hair ; and the tme- 
my’s cannonade lK*caine execiwively 
l>ri»>k ; fitrtunutely few casualties oc- 
taiiTwl. Their firing, when this object 
ceased to engage them, sinned to lie 
principally directed against the obstnie- 
tions at laiiid]Mwt, mid in that part of 
the garri‘>oii. Many of tlie paltsudcH in 
the cov«‘red w-ay were destroyed, and 
the chevanx-de-frise considerably in- 
jured: artificers were however con- 
staiiUy detaclied to rejmir tliow breaches, 
so tliat tlie whfve were kept iu o iMter 
stab' than might l)e ex|KH‘b'd. Tn the 
afternoon, w«* U'gan to eotu'ludc, that 
the attack with the Uittering-bhips was 
no Joiigi*T to lie deferred. Sn-eral de- 
tachments of soldiers einimrked from 
the camp, and others were standiug on 
tin* neiglilKiuring cruiiwMices; which, 
with tlie appearance in the evening of 
signals like Uiosctibich had Wen ob- 
S4>rved on the night of the 7th, led tut 
to im.'igine that every prt'paration was 
complete; and the wind at that time 
blowing gently in the bay, from the 
north-west, lavoiiml our conjecture. 
Laudport and Waterpoit guards were 
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immiHliately reinforced, the furnaces 
and grates for heating shot were liglited, 
and the artillery ordered to uum Uke 
batteries. 

Thus prepared, we wailed their ap- 
poarance ; for it seemed lo in; the ge- 
neral opinion, that the l>atteriiig-hhiM 
would advance, and Ih; moored in the 
night, that the^' might less exposed 
to amioyaiice in this duty, and open 
witli greater effect together at day- 
break. Our atteution was however 
called off from the liay to the land-side, 
where tlie enemy had set lire to the 
barriers of Duy-side and Forbes's ; and 
the wliole of those palisades, to the 
water’s e<lge, were instantly involved in 
flames. The uortht*rii guards and 
pickets were immediately under arms, 
and a smart discharge of musketry was 
dircetud upon sevenil partic's, which, 
by the light of the fire, weredisoovemi 
ill tlie meadows. The enemy iiicreos- 
iog their bombardment, ainl nothing 
new Imppeulug in ciuisequcnce of the 
oouflagrutioii, the pickets and gimnls 
were remanded under cover; but the 
artillery coutinued upon the luitteries. 
We had scarct'ly recovered from this 
alarm, before the gun and mortar bouts, 
with the Iximh-ketehes, began to Uitu- 
bard the northern front, taking tlieir 
stations off the King’s bastion, extending 
towards Fort Sl Philip. They com- 
meiioi'd aliont an hour affer inutnight ; 
and their fire, added to that of the laud 
batteries, exceedingly annoyed Wnter- 
port and its vicinity. The out-pickets 
were again under arms, hut provideu- 
tially our loss was trilling. We .re- 
turned a few rounds from the sea-line, 
but still disregarded the Imtteries on 
the isthmus ; excepting when their 
workmen oppeared, or were thought to 
be employed. Miyor Lewis, comman- 
dant of the artillery, was iiufortunatidy 
hmoiigst the wounded. The coiifine- 
ment of this active officer at this cri- 
tical juncture might have U*en highly 
prejudicial to the ^rvioe, had not his 
seconds been of confirmed ability and 
experience : owing to their united ex- 
ertions, tlie several duties in that oom- 
plicated and important department con- 
tinued to be ooudocted with efficiency 
and success. 


l^CHAP. Vtl. 

I When the gun-lxiats retired/notbii^ 
' new occurred till the morning of the 
12th: the enemy’s firing continued to 
be supported at the average of 4ti00 
rounds in the 24 hours. Aliout 8 
o'clock, reports were received fi^m 
Europa guard, tliat a large fleet had 
appeared in the Straits from tlie west* 
ward. The wind was brisk, and w« 
had scarcely time to form any conjciv 
lures cimceniing them, vtv they up' 
pniached the bay -, and proved to l>e the 
combined fleets of France and Spain, 
consisting of 7 .3-decker8, and .31 ships 
of 2 decks; with .3 frigates and a num- 
ber of xebeques, boinli- ketches, and 
hospital-ships; tlie whole under tlie 
command of ten atliniruls, and a broad 
famdant. In the afferiioon, they were 
all at anchor in the bay between the 
Orange-grove and Algeziras. 

This great aeciimulutioii of force 
could not fail to surprise, if not alarm 
the garrison. It npjieured as if the 
enemy meant, previous to their final 
eflorts, to strike, if possible, a terror 
through their opiKuients, by displaying 
U'fore us a more iiowe.rful armumeiit 
tliaii had probably ever lM*i‘n brought 
against any fortress. 47 sail of the 
hue, including 3 inferior two-deckers, 
1(1 battering-ships, deemed perfect in 
design, and vsU*emed invincible, carry- 
ing 212 guns; innumerable frigates, 
xelH‘qiios, IsMiili-ketclkes, cutters, gun 
and mortar bouts, and Miialler craft fur 
dis«;iul>arking men ; theM.* were assem- 
bled ill the hay. On the laud side 
were most stupendous and strong bat- 
teries and Works, mounting 2(M> pieces 
of heavy ordnance, and protf'Cted by .an 
army of near 40,(Hiu men, commanded 
by a victorious and active general, of 
tlie highest reputation, aud animated 
with uie immediate presence of two 
princes of the royal blood of France, 
with other dignified personages, and 
uiony «;f tlieir own nobility. Such a 
naval and military spectacle most cer- 
tainly is not to lie equalled ill the an- 
nals of war. From such a combinafinu 
of |iower, aud favourable concurrent 
circumstance^ it w'as ^uattinil enough 
Uiat the Spanish nation .^ould antic i- 

f ate the inost glorious co'iscquences. 
udeed their ooufideuce iu4he efleet la 
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In |>roduoed by the liattering-iihi{Hi aud the fioldien in town were acten* 
poaacd all lioumla ; and, in tlio eiitim- lively viewing the hhips, alleging, 
siaJ9iA excited l>y the magnitude ofibeir amongst other reaaons fur thtpr arrival, 
preparations, it waa thought bighlv that the llriii»h fkM*t mnst undoubttdly 
criminal, as we aflerwaim leaniea, he in pursuit t on a sudden, a general 
ev^n to whisper a doubt of the success, hitxaa w*as given, and all, to a man, 
In drawing these flatUiriiig conclu- cried out, the British admiral was eer- 
sioiiR, the enemy, however, seemed eu- tainlv in their rear, ns n dag for n dcet 
tireJy to luive overlooked the nature of was hoisted upon our Signal-house pfde. 
that force which was op|) 08 cd to them; For some moments the fluttering idea 
Tor, though the garrison scarct'ly con- was indu)g«d ; but our hoi»es were soon 
* sisted of more than 7,0(H1 eflective num, damped Iw the snddini disa()|)enrHnee of 
including the marine brigade, they the signal. We were afterwards in- 
forgot that they were now vetf^raiis in formed hy the guartl at tliat |«(wt, that 
this service, had Imvii n long time ha- what our creative fancies had unnginod 
bituated to the etlects of artillery, and to lie a flag, was an ctufle^ which, after 
were prepared by degrees for tlie several ciolntions, hud (lerchcd a few 
arduous conflict that awaited them, minutes on the westeniinost pole, and 
We were, at the same time, commanded then flew away tonrurd the cast, 
by uflicers of sippmved courage, pru- Though h*sR Kuperstitious than the 
deuce, and ability ; emiiient for all the aneteui Koinnns, many could not help 
aoconiplishmcuts* of their profession, fancying it a favourable omen to the 
and ill wdiotn we hud nnbonuded con- garrison ; and the event of the sue* 
fidcncc. Our spirits too were not a ceedingday ju.dified the prognosticu- 
litUc elevahd by the success attending tion. 

the recent practice of firing red-hot In the morning of the 1 2th, the go- 
shot, which in this attack we hoiKd vernor reinforced tlie^ pickets of the 
would enable us to bring our labours line ; nine of which, in fntim*, were 
to a period, and relie^e ns from the stationed in town, and dihtribnted as 
tidioas cruelty of another vexatious follows; two at Waterport, two at 
blockade. ' l.aiidport, two in the lines, aud the 

Before the garrison hod well dis- remaining three in the picket-yard, 
covered the force of tlieir new visitors, with the ficld-ofliwr of the town dis- 
an occiirrciiee bapjierud, which, though trict. The other picket of the line was 
trifling in itself, J trust I shall be ex- stationed at tlie suuthwanl. The fol- 
ensed for noticing. When the van of lowing n*tuni specifieo the strength of 
the combined fleet had entered tlie bay, the pickets at tliis period. 

•ifS. t rf. r if/. 

Till* artillerv, ami Hanoveriao brisMls, »^n*8 1 I I iW 

IStli, ami 6Hth n'jftinmiia ilitto ..... I 1 1 51 

Thi‘ 72tid ami 7 Inl rcL'imvnt* . • diiio 1 1 1 <0 

DTth resuneut .. . . ditto .... 1 1 1 56 

Total four ca))taiiia, oat of the artillery ami three « f the line 11 11 11 5s0 

• • 

fu the ev'cniug ultont dusk, a num- I preceding days, daring the night of the 
ber wf men were oliserved to embark 12tb. 'ITie next inoruing we oirserved 
from the Orange-grove, on begtd the the combiried fleet had made some new 
battering-ships ; wliich, with Uie pre- arrangements in their |)osition, or moor- 
senee of the combined fleet, and the in^ and that thi^ remaining two bat- 
wiifd blowing favourably, induced us tering-shi|» had joined the otiiers at the 
, to conclude tmit the iniportaut and long Orange-grove, where their whole at- 
meditated attack was not long to Iw tacking force seemed to be now uisem- 
defekred. ^ b1e<l. About a <|narter liofore seven 

The emtpiy's cannonadw was con- o’clock, some unions were observed 
linuedf almost on tlie bame scale as the amongst their shipping ; and soon after 
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the liflttvring-sliips got iindfr way, %iith of tliose wonderful eugiue«* of (le« 
a gentle biveze from the iiorth-wefet, btrwctioii.* 

standing to the Mjuthwurd, to clear the After some hours' cannonade, the 
meii>of-war, and were atreudod by a hattcring-Hhips weie found to lie no less 
number of boats. As our navy were fonnidable than tliey had lieeii rc^ru* 
cuDKtuutty of opinion that the liatter- fM;nfed. Our heaviest shells often ru- 
ing-ship.4 would lie hrought before the bounded from their tops* whilst tlio 
garrison in tliLMiight, few suspected tlkut ‘l:!-{)Ound shot st'Ciued incapable of 
tile pn^Kcnt mniiieuvres weru prepara- making any visible impression upon 
tory to their finally entering on the their hulls. Freipiently we flattered 
int/resliug enterprise; but, oiiserving i ourselves they were on fire; but 
a crowd <if .spi‘ctiiUn'.s on the beach, hooiicm* did any smoke apjH'ar than, with 
near Point Mu hi, and upon the neigh- the most (lersevering intrepidity, men 
Uinring eiui nei ices, and the ships edg- were olatened applying water, from 
iug dow'D towards the garrison, the their engines within, to those places 
governor thought it would lie inipru- w hence tlie smoke issued. These cir- 
deiit any longer to doubt it. The cmiiManccs. with the pividigious can- 
town batteries were accordingly man- noiiade w'hich they niuiiitained, gave ns 
ned, and tiie grates and furnact'S for n^ason to imagine that tin; attack would 
heating shot ordered to be lighted. not Im; so soon deeideil as, from our re- 
Thiis prejiared for their rt'ceptioii, cent succi‘sn against their Inml-batterics, 
we hud leisure to notice the enemy’s we had fondly exix'Cteil. Kveii tlic 
evolutions. ITio ten hatteriug-Kliips, artillery theinhelvi‘s, at this jhtiimI, had 
after leaving tlic men-of-wiir, wore their doubts of the ellect of the red-hot 
to the north ; and, a little past nine ^hot, whicli began to lie used aUiiit 
o'clock, boiv down in odiiiirahle order twelve, hut weitf not genemt till Im*- 
for their several stations ; the adiuiral, tween one and two o'elock.f 7'he 
in a two-decker, mooring iiliont inm enemy's cannon at the curnmeiieenient 
yards off the King's bastion, the <»thers were loo much elevated, but aiiout 
successively taking their places to the noon their firing was fMiwerfiik and 
right and left of die flug-ship, in a mas- well directi d. Our casualtic'. ihen be- 
turly manner; the most distant tH*ing came iiiiiiierous, partieuhiili on those 
about lllNJ or 1200 yaixls from tbi; liatterics north of the Kings bastion, 
garrison. Our artillery allowed die which w'cre warmly unno>ed by the 
enemy every reasonable advantage, in enemy's flunking ami revem* fire from 
)>erinittiug them without molestation to the land. Though so vcxatiomsly aii- 
choose their distance ; but as soon as noyed from the isthiniis, our artillery 
the first ship dropped her anchors, j totally disregarded their opi^Miiiciits in 
which was alioiit u quarter before ten ' that quarter, directing lhi*ir sole uneii- 
o'clock, that instant our firing com- | tion to the battering-ships, the furious 
menced. The enemy were completely j and spirited opposition of wHich servwl 
moored in a little more than ten ! to excite our people to more animated 
minutes, and their cannonade then Ik*- , 


came in a high degree tremendoim. j 
The showers of shot and shells which i 
were now directed fVxim their land-hat- | 
teries, die battering-ship^ and, on the I 
other hand, fVom the various works of 


* Enem>'«ortliiaucs 


I^ind Itntlrriof 
Fiontiug ditto 


U2 


tfarri*io ordnance in roiIob. . . . • 96 

r 


the garrison, exhibited a scene, of which 
lierhm neitlier the pen nor the pencil | 
can furnish a competent idea. It is 
sufficient to say that upward of four 
hundred piecen of the heaviest artillery 
were playing at the same moment : 
an instance which has scarcely oc- 
curred in any siege since the invention 


t At the ordnance portahle ftirf.ai-i'v for 
hentini; ahot were not aulficienl in numlief to 
■upply Ili« demand* of thv artillery when the. 
attack' wan at it* heltfht, lonje lire* kin- 

dled of wood in the cornyr* <tf the neoreat 
buildind^a. and shot, l^'inx thrown imo tbeae 
fnlfs, were o^n heatifd r^-liot.^ Thew onp. 
plies were .ii'cularly termed liy the men 
•• roasted pota;ops.” • 
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elcertioite. A tire more tremendous, if 
jxxssible, than ever was thcreti>re di- 
rected from the ftarrison. Incessant 
showers of hot lialls, carcasses, and 
6b«4la of every species flew from all 
qiiarUM-s : and, us the masts of several 
of the ships were shot away and the 
rigging of all wits in great cckiifimion, 
our hopes of a fu vounihlo iiud speedy 
decision began to revive. 

About noon their mortar boats and 
boml>-ketehca attempted to second tlie 
attack from the butteriug-shiiHi ; hut, 
the wind having cluiuged to the south- 
west and blowing a smart breexe, with 
a heavy sM’ell, tliey were prevented 
raking a part in the action. The same 
reason also hindered our gun-lsmts 
frem flunking tlie Itultering-ships from 
the southwaM. 

For some houre the attack and de- 
fence were so e<nially w<*U sti|i(Niried 
ns scarcely to adinir an) appearance of 
siUHTiority in the caunonaile on either 
siue. Thu wonderful coustnictioii of 
tlie shi})S st‘cMned to hid detiauee to the 
powers of the lumviest orduutice. In 
the afWmoun, however, the face of 
things began to change cousiderubiy : 
the bifloku which had been obstTved to 
issue from tiie iip}H*r part of the flag- 
ship nppear<*d to prevail, iiotwiihstaiid- 
iug the cousUiiit application of i^uter, 
and the admirers second \^-m perceived 
to be in the%une c<uiditioii. Coufusioii 
was now apparent on boarel several 
of the vessels, and by the evening their 
cannonade u as considerably abated ; 
about seven or eiglit o'clock it almost 
totally ciTai^'d, excepting from one or 
two ships to the northward, which, 
from their distance, had suflered little 
injury. 

When tlieir firing iM^gan to slackim, 
vaiioQs signals were made from the 
southernmost ship!»; and as ihe evening 
advanced, many rot'kols were thrown 
up, to inform tlh^ir friends (os after- 
w^s lepnied; of Uieir extreme danger 
and. distress. These signals were ini- 
|nc*djaiely answered, and several Uiats 
' were, seen to row round the disabled 
ships. Our 'artillery, at this period, 
must have caused dreadful havoc 
amongst th^. An indistinct clamour, 
with laiucntable cries and groans, pio- 


oeeded (during the bb<»rt ir.terv’als of 
cessatiou^ from all qiinm^rs; and, a 
little Udore midtiight, a wiwck floatvti 
in under the town line-wall. iqMtii 
which were twehe men, who only, out 
of throe-score which were on l»oard 
their launch, hud escafHHl. 'I'hcKc cir- 
cunwtances convinced us that wc had 
gained an advantage over the enemy, 
yet we did not conceive that the victory 
was so complete as the stieceiHling 
iiioruing eviiici'd. Otir firing was 
therefore continueil, though with loss 
vivacity ; hut as the artillery, from such 
a hard-fought day, exiatsed to the in- 
t(*jtsc heat of a warm sun, in addition 
to the harassing duties of the preceding 
night, were much fatigued, and a.M it 
was imt^sihle to foivreo wliiit new oh^ 
jei'ts might demand their rervice the 
following day, the governor, alxnit six 
in the evening, when the oneniy’s fire 
abated, {HTniittiKl the majority of tlie 
ofticers and men to he relieved hy a 
picket of a hundred men from the ma- 
rine hrigiuie, under the (‘nmmaiid of 
Lieutenant 'J'renthani ; and oflicers and 
iion-coinmissioned oflicers of the aiiil- 
h*ry were snitiom^d on the diflerimt 
iKitteries, to direct the sailors iii the 
mode of firing tin* hot shot. 

AlxMit an hour utter midnight, the 
hntteriiig-ship whicii hud MilteriHi the 
greatest injury, and which had hein 
frequently on fire the pre^ct'diiig day, 
was completely in flunieK: ond hv two 
o’cl«)ck in the morning of the l Un, she 
appi^iml as one (‘oiitiniiefl blaze frc»m 
stem to stern. l*he ship to the south- 
ward of her was also on tire, but did 
not burn with so much rapiility. 'I'he 
light thrown out <»n all sides hy tlie 
flumes enabled tlie artillery to jwitit 
the guns with the utmost prceisimi, 
whilst the ruck and neighl*miriiig ol>- 
jcels were highly illuiiiinalcd, forming, 
w'ith tlie cunstuiit flashes of our cannon, 
a mingled bceneof sublimity and terror. 
]3etweeii three and four o’clock, atx 
other of the hatn^ing-iihipa indicatetl 
the eflti^acy of rnl-hot shot; and the 
approuchiiig day now promised us one 
of the completest defensive victories on 
record. 

Jlrigadier Curtis, who Wfis eiioam|)^ 
with his brigade at Europa, being in* 
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formed timt the enemy's ships were in , other ships in his return, and landtM 
flanuM, and tliat the caltnness of the sea i 9 officers, 2 priests, and 334 private 
would iMVinit his gun-bouts to act, { soldiers and seamen, all Siianiards, 
inarched, about tiiree o'clock A.M., with ; which, with 1 officer and 11 Freiich- 
a detuchmeut to tin* New mole ; and, ; meu who had flouted in the orececyng 
drawing up his twelve Ikoats in such • evening, made the total numt>er saved 
manner us to flank the battering-ships, j amount to 3o7. Many of the prisoners 
eiHU|)ellc‘d their Ijoats t(»ui>audoij them, j were severely and some of them dread- 
As the day approached and the gurri- fully wounded. They were instantly, 
Ktii fire aiiated, the hrigadier advaiicifd ' on being brought on shore, conveye<^ 
and cautured two launches filled with ; to our hospital, and every remedy ad- 
men. Thesi.‘ boats attempted to escape, ! ministered iiecessar}* for their diflerciit 
but a shot killing and wounding several , cases.* 

men on Ixiard one of them, Ixith surreii- j During the time that the marine bri- 
dcivd, and were conducted to iluggcd pide were encountering every danger 
Staff. The brigadier Iwing informed < in their endeavours to save an enemy 
by the prisoners tliut many men were , from pt^ishing, the batteri4.»s on the 
through iiecessity left by their friends ! isthmus (which ccummI the preceding 
on board the ships, he generously de- ; evening, most likidy for want of am- 

termiiicd to rescue them from the in- • munition, and wljiid'i hud opened again 

evitable death which seemed to impend, upon the giirrisun on the morning of 
Some of these infatuated wretches ne- tlie 14th) maintaiuHl a warm fire upon 
verthcless, it is said, refused at first the the town, which killed and woundcHl 

deliverance which was tendered to several men; and three or four shells 

them, pnderriiig tlie chance of that ! burst in the air, over the plac^ where 
death which appeared iiievimble to lie- | their countrymen were landed. This 
ing put to the swMrd, which they had j ungenerous pi'oceeding could not escape 
been {KTsuaded would l>e the cousc*- j the oliaervatiou of the spectators in their 
queucc if they submitted to the garri- 1 ciunp, and orders pi-obably were sent to 
sou. Keiiig left, however, some mo- | the lines for the batteries to ceafie, as 
iiients to the horrors of their fate, they j they were silent about ten o’clock. 
Ixickoned the boats to return, and re- Notwithstanding the efforts of trie 
signed themselves to the clemency of marine brigade in relieving the terri- 
their conquerors. fied victims from the burning ships, 

Whilst the navv were thus humanely ' many unfortunate men c<flild nut lie 
relieving their distressed enemy, the reinoveil. Tin? scene at this time ex- 
floiiu^ reached the mngaxine of one of hiliited was as affecting, a.H that which 
the battering-shi()s to the northward, had liceu presented in the act of hosti- 
whioh blew up, about five o'cltKk, with lity had lieen terrible and tremendous, 
a divudful explosion. In a quarter of , Men crying from amidst thi^flhmes for 
an hour following, another, in the ' pity and assistance ; others, on hoard 
centre of the line, met with a similar those ships where the lire had made 
fate. I'he wreck from the latter spread , — - ■■■ ■ > 


to a vast extent, and involved onr giin- 
iKKits in the most imminent danger: 
one was sunk, but the crew were saved. 
A hole was forced through the Ixittom 
of tlie brigadier's boat, his coxswain 
killed, and the strokesmau wounded, 
and for some time the crew were oli- 
seared in the cloud of smoke. After 
this very fortunate escape, it was deemed 
prudent to withdraw toward the garri- 
son, to avoid the peril arising from the 
hlowing-iip of the remaining ships. 
Thu brigadier, however, visited two 


I * Tho fnlloHing extjnet from s contempo- 
rary ncrount by n French olflcrr, who 
In the army, and naa an eyewitnem 

of thin aeene, iihowa a Kcneroua appreciation ol 
the efri»qe made by the g|rri«in to succotir 
those with whom they bepn ao lately 
contending — Je n'ai nl ranglomanie qui 
exag^re le merlte de la nation llritannigue, 
ni la Uiiiie natinnale qui diasimiile; mnise'eut 
pour mol line Huiisrnction lii«n douce de pnyer 
aux Antfliiis tiberateoradea malheiiieux iali^ 
dana lea pramea, le trUmtnl eMire« qiie ipieri- 
teient dana ce moment leur.«coMn);e et leur 
humanilc. k'E-tpaunr ct la Ffsnce dolvent 
4tre it jumala reoonnuiaaanlea ^ cette gene- 
rodtc fnonie.** 
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Iktle progress, iiiiploriiig relief with 
the most exptVKsixe gestures uiid signs 
of despair ; whilst boveral, equally ex- 
posetl to the dangers of the opposite 
element, trusted themselves, on various 
parts of the wreck, to the chance of 
paddling themselves to the shore. A 
felucca l)eU>nging to the enemy ap- 
proached from the Drunge-grove, pro- 
bably with the iiiUMition of relieving 
these unfortunate persons ; Mt, jealous 
’of her motives, the garrison suKp*ote«l 
that she came to set fire to one of the 
batteriiig-shii>i!S which appeared little 
injured, and obliged her lo retii*e. Of 
tlie h ships whicii were still in dames, 
9 blew up before eleven o'clock; the 
other 9 burnt to the water’s edge, the 
ningUisiiies being wettcti b)- the eneriiy 
before the principal officers quitted the 
ships. Till* udmind’s flag was on lioard 
one of the latter, and was consumed 
with the vcsgtil. The rciiinining two 
battering-ships, we flattered our'kelves, 
might Iw saved as glorious trophies of 
our success ; hut one of them uiiex- 
pcctetlly liui-ht out into flames, and in a 
short time blew up, with u terrible re- 
port; aii<l Captain (Jibsoii representing 
* It as •luipracticable to preserve the 
<»fher, it was burnt in the afleriiooii, 
under his direclions. Thus the navy 
[)Ut a finishing hand to this signal de- 
fensive victory. 

During lUl* liottest period of tlie 
eiiemv's cannonade, the governor was 
preseiit on the King's bastion, whilst 
Lieut.'fieiieral Ikud* bwk his station 
iip)u the South bastion, animating the 
gurri^m lln’ir presence, and en- 
couraging them to emulation. The 
e\ert’ionH and activity of the brave ar- 
tillery, in this well-fought coiiU'st, de- 


• U iflU not »Mi impApfr In thN plure to 
l^prat, flmt (#«*neraJ lUijd Iftid fin* foiii.d«lt«i» 
•lone df the King'* luiiition, wt if «ill hi* nn 
apology for intr«MiiM-ing a remarhaUJitfipi'ech 
of the fS»>iieral oif th*l nemninn III 177 
General Bovd. intended by Ixilonel Green, 
the chief elljfineer, »nd manv tleUI nIBcer* of 
the i;aVi«on, laid the ttrat atone of.that w«rK. 
with ihe cveiwonv uauil im aoch occ^ona. 
Upon -lining the •ton#* In ita pl-ice, “ TtiU * 
aaid ihi^ieneraS. “ « the Brat ii»onf of a mn-k 
which 1 name i lie King a llaation If W 

aa eallantlv dvfcndeii, a* I know it|rill be cbly 
***'ecutea •* aniV ^n a^ 1 Jive lo an® it roiut tht 
loiited o/?V«ji« amd .SfMmr 


ser^’e the highest eonunendutions. I'o 
their skill, perseverance, nud couniyt^ 
with the zealous assistance of the luiB 
(l>artieiilarly the corps in u>wi 4 the 
and 7:2nd regimtfiits\ w*as Gi- 
braltar indebicHl for its siifety iigaiiisl 
the comhin(«d prtwerst, by sea and land, 
of France and Sjmin ; and ilie marine 
brigade, Uiough they had not so consi- 
derable a share in the tlulies of tlic 
batteries, yet merit the warmest praiiu's 
for tlieir gi'iicrous intrepidity in rescu- 
ing their devoted enetnie.s fiom amidst 
the flames. 

M'hilst the em*iny were cool, ond 
their shifis hail rec'^Mved little damage, 
their principal objects w*c*re the King’s 
bustiun.aud line-wall, north of Grange's 
bastion. Their largest ships (which 
wen* nlKiut 1400 tons burueii) were 
stationed oft' the former, in order to 
silence that iiiqioitaut buttery, whilst 
a breach was atb injited by the rest, in 
the curtain extending from the latter 
to Montague's ImKtion. If a breach 
had lieeii f*flect<‘d, the prisoners iii- 
foriiuKt ns that “ th<‘ir grenadiers were 
to have stormed tlie giirrison niidep 
cover of the t'onibirnHl fleets,” The 
private men compluincnl bitterly of 
their officers for describing the Imtter- 
iiig-sliips to lie invulnerable, and for 
promising that they w ere to bewconded 
by hm sail of the line, and all the gui 
and mortar IknUs. 'I'hey fui-iher told 
us, that “ they had Is'cii taught to lie- 
iieve the garrison would not be able to 
discharge many roiiudH of hot halls: 
their astonishment, therefore, was in- 
conceivable when tliey discoven*d that 
we fired them w ith the same prwision 
and vivacity as cold shot," “ Admiral 
Moreno,” they said, “ qiiitkfl tlie Pns- 
fora, which was the flag-hip, a little 
before midnight ; but other officers re- 
tired much earlier.” The loss sus- 
tained by tlie enemy could never be 
RscertaiiK^; but, fri>m the infoi’niation 
of the prisoners, and the numbers seen 
dead on board the ehijm, we estimated 
it could not tie less than 20(gi men, in- 
cluding the prisoners. Tlie casualties 
of the garriKni, on the contrary, were 
Ko trifling, tlut it will app(*ar almost 
incredilile that such a quantity of fire, 
I in almost all its destructive modes of 
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action, should not havo produciMl mon^ 
effect, with res|M*ct to tlie loss of men. 
The retut n stuiitls thus : — 


8Km:>iiii-:R I.'Itii, 1TS2. 
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t///tVvT« ktllfil unit mtMtnU>d. 
ArtiUrrji-- (‘•ufitniii ; (!Rpt«lns 

Urovoi luul MMurtl, \tuli l.icut. (jttdfri’V, 
ti^ouiuleil. 

&8th TOtrimnit— l.i«*ut<»n*nt hail 

pormiMvion to net an an Aiti)1(>ry oHioer) 

73rcl lY^iiiirnt — Captain M'Kt'tuic \«oumir(l. 

The distance of the hafteriiij:-shi|)s 
fioiii tlie garrison was exactly such ns 
our artillery e(»ul(l have wishetl. Ft 
required so small an elevation that al- 
most every sluit took effect; nial the 


cannon thus elevated did not reqiilVe 
the shot to be wadded — a circumstance 
not unimportant, as the time, which at 
point-blank w'ould have lieen c.\pendi^ 
III doubly wadding, was emplo}ed in 
kL*eping up the cannonade with greater 
briskness. 'I'ho damage done to our 
works held no pniportiou with the vio- 
lence of the attack, and the excessive 
cannonade which thev had sustained. 
The merlons of the different batteries 
were disordered, and the flank of 
Orange's Imstion was a little injured*, 
hut the latter was chielly done by the 
land fire, and was not of such coii&e- 
queiiee as to afford any rtKim for appro- 
heiisiou. The oi-dnanc<* and earna^'s 
were also damaged ; hut, by the activity 
of the ariillt*r\, the whole S4*a-liiie, 
liefore night, was again in serviceable 
order. 

1'he enemy, in this action, had .1*28 
pieces of leavy ordnanee in play; 
whilst the pa^l•i^on had only 8o cannon, 

7 niortars, and t» lu^wit/ers in opposi- 
tion. I'pwards of SMdO rounds (more 
than linll'of which were hot shot"', and 
716 barrels of powder, were ex|>ended 
by our artillery. What quantity of, 
timmniiirion was iiM-d by the •enemy 
efHild never be iiseerfained. I'be fol- 
lowing was banded abmit as an ati- 
tiieiitie list of the hatlering-ships : — 



X'aiiiei of the 
Katleriiig uliipji. 

(tuiia 
ill use. 

tiiitia 

in roM-rve. 

Men. 

Pi»min.mdi*r<. 

1 

raatorn . , 

. 21 

l'» 

7iiO 

Rear Admiral liucnavpiif lira M 

Taillii I’iedra 

. 21 

10 

Tiio 

Priure of NJ^^sdn '•l*•^llt■Il.* 


I’anlH I'niUii . 

. 21 

in 

7ii'i 

]>on Ifavetiiiin Lin^ ir.i. 

o 

r.l Komirio 

19 

10 

70*1 

l>oii Friiiu'iMs, \Hvier Miinoa. 

r" 

: St. Cliri'imal . 

. 18 

10 

rti) 

lion Frr’deriro tin'ino. 

^ 1 

r rrliieivw ( arb»i • 

• 11 

4 

•filfi 

Itiin .Aiiloiii.i Iki-'iriM. ^ 


Sail JiiMii . 

. 9 

4 

.740 

linn .In*ej>ll Vlijri-liT. 


Paula '‘eniuda . 

. 9 

4 

.340 

T>iui Piildo di* 

|1 

1 Santa Anna 

. 7 

4 

300 

lion .loaepli (loifoi'cliea. 

1 Lob Duloree 

« c 

4 

2.*0 

lion Pedro Saiudiez. 
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N.R.— About 36 mon to each gun in use, liesules ssilori, &r. to urirk 'he 


The affemooii of the Nth, several 
thousand men tnnrchtxl with colours 
from the enemy '.s c;i;iip to their rmes,and 
man} sliips in the combined fleet loosed 
their to]>-^ailfl. Tlunse motions and the 
circumstance of many of their boats 


lieiiig#iianued, caused^varions .•^pecula- 
tious ill the garrisvin. Wh:ite\er their 
future operatitms might Ik-, K was pru- 
dent to l>e on our guard: the art'll hry 
were ordere-d therefore to retnuin u|>Au 
the butteries, and ihc/urnaces fftr beat- 


* M d'Arvon, the French engineer, and projeeror of rU* flontin]; itatterioa^ rnib<vTKeii 
board the Tailla IMedrm, and quitted tin wliip alKtii! half an lunir al'er uc atatf-a 

the I'efence ofhia plan of attack, nhich uoa pubtUhvil at Cadit tlie rolloHiiig.\ear. 
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ing shot til 1)0 kept lighttnl, Im tho 

* enemy should Ik* prcunptt'd to put uU 
to the slake, and attempt the ^arnt^ni 
hy a general attack. It was indeed 
at'tA'wnrds rumotii'ed, that s'Hch a de- 
sign hud been in eonteiiiplation, but 
wa* ovcMTulcd by the duke, who wa.s 
of opinion it would lie exposing die 
fleet and army to iuevitubh* destruction. 
• NotwiihsUitiding thoir rec<*tit defeat, 
'tile enemy continued their eannonude 
fro»r. tin* 'isthmus ; e.\p<‘iidiug, during 
tlie reinaiiuler of the month, frvim lono 
to 2000 rounds in the 24 horn's : dimi- 
niKhiiig grailually, and confining their 
shells to the night. 1'heir o[H‘rattoiis 
im the land side nere also still carrieil 
<»u : and, if we were iilih* to ftiriii any 
coiijeeinres «t this [leriod. from llieir 
motions to the nortliAvani, their late 
misfortune did not seem at all to damp 
tlivir hopes of Mieceeding' against the 
garrison. A tlaij of truce went on the 
loth with letters from our prisoners 
to the eump ; and nlMiuf tvvo o'eh)ek 
ill the nfteriKKm, the I'ouibincd fleet 
handed in their lop sails. Some hours 
afterw’nr«ls they miiimed their )ards, 

• iiixl liivd a gram! saliite. We w.-ie at 
a loss to Jicfoiint for these siiignlai re- 
joicings.* f/icut. M'Naniara, of the 
72ini regiment, was wounded the .same 
day at Willis’s', where our working 
particM wern eiiipbi>ed clearing away 
the riibhi>h from the baMerieK. 

Tin* garrisoii hating experieiK'ed 
the powerful eflicaet of reil-hol sluit, 
and tin* governor thiiiking it expislieut 
to have coiitiiiu.il sup[ilyof tlieiii, the 
engiiieer> etecti*d kilns (similar to tJio.se 
used ill burning lime, but smaller) in 
various parts of the garrison. They 
were large enoiigli to heat upward of 
Itiii, lialK in an hwir and a (|n.'iifer. 
and. hy this invention, liot shot were, if 
thought necessary, kepi eoiitinually i 
ready for iisi*. #<)ur former ni^hod of ! 
heating the sliot was either in the irrateK I 
and furiAi'Cs made for that puqK»H*, or | 

^ by jTiling them in a corner ef .s»jme old : 

.house adjoining the batteries 'a» was | 

ro)lnui/)t; pxtriirt from lh» | 

tbi* fciejfrt, x)r*‘»dy nmt ' 

(t^in tills circum*tni.ev : — " , 

iC), le Oipiie a,\rtoln fit i Doiii Ij^iuh ne Cur- j 
<1 iVj riiodnour* Ju s« rendie a non lioid ' . 


princifNiIly the practice ot. the Kfthk 
and surrounding them with faggota^ 
piet'es tif timber, and small ftial. Hy 
tijose means the artificers were enabled 
to (itipply the artillery with a constiuit 
KuccesNioii for the orunuiuv. Aiiswcm 
wen* ri*ceived in the MfleriuK>ii of the 
IHth to the yirisoiiei-s’ letters. At night 
a great number of signals were made 
by the combined Heel. Shot were 
therefore again oiilereil to be )ieutt*4l. 
and the nrtilleri' cautioned to be ready 
to man the batterits. 'I'he •'lOtb and 
72ml regiineni.s also lay fully oocoulred. 
The same night, the sailont recovercil 
the guii'lniat whieb had been sunk on 
the morning of the I4ih. An the pri- 
soners informed us that intelligence 
bad U-eii nsvived, preiioiis to the at- 
tack of the Isittering-ships^ that lau'd 
Ibiwe, with the llritish fleet, wns pii- 
paring to sail for the rclicfoftiibraltar, 
the navy began to prepare to raise ihc 
Hrilliunl and INireupiiu* frigates, wliicb 
had Iwen senitied in the New mule; 
hut llieir efloi t>, for some time, were 
nut afti'iideil w ith sueivss. 

The Spanish ollieer*, prisonerit, with 
till* Kreiiebmen who were taken up 
from tin* wp-i-k upon the night of tile 
; I'lth, were sent to the camp on the 
* cxening of tile 17lh. 'Pbe remaining 
I Spanish privates were eneain^H'd lij'oii 
i WiiidmilMiill, and giM'ii in charge (< 

I the ('orsicHiis. Of the number who 
j hud iH'eii sa'ed from the bjitijTing- 
I ships, were an offie* r, u captain nf 
j marines, and 2P priMj.l**«, who vrere 
j w'oiiiided. Most of these rei’iivemi in 
I ofir hobpiUil; but the oflicer, notwitli- 
I standing eMTy as-l'itiiiice uikI iitleiitioii, 
[died on the 1 7lh. He was hurh*d, 

I the succeeding d;i\. with all military 
: hoiiouis, attended !<y the gPeriadierfi of 
I tile :toth regiment. 

Wlii-ii we relh-eted of what vaxt ini- 
porliince this grand enterprise wan e»- 
tt*eiue/l, and what inimensc sinus bad 
Imk'ii exjK'i.ded in.^thr* ingenious and 
foniiidable preparatioiiH, it wan ob- 
s<‘rxed, with no ‘.mall surprise, by many 
w hti w»ere present w ben the pri^uiien 
wi-ji- l:oid.-U. that tin* majority of ♦heif* 
m-ciiumI To he past that age when the 
vitil |.«twersare sup(x>K(fd to Inr in theiP 
o talc, t vigour, lii au expedition wl ere 
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ycmth aucl strength host promised a 
favourable ibmuc, this impolitic arran^^ 
ment ecitaiuly could not pervade we 
whole! The Spatdards, from their 
dark complexion and meagre diet, 
have naturally, even when young, an 
aged look : and yet our olaiervatious 
Bceiued conllnucd by other iudubitahlc 
tacts. Several bodies were thrown 
ashore, all of which st^eiiied advuuced 
in years ; and one in particular ap- 
lieared, from his grey Ijeard and lean 
visage, past sixty. This cor|>80 was 
horribly mutilated, and, with tne mise- 
rable nhjt'cts then under the care of i»ur 
Burtons, convinced us, by ocular pnxd*, 
of the dreadful havoc which our ar> 
tillcry must have made in the latter 
part of the day. 

The westerly witid, which had cast 
up these unfortunate men, threw also 
oil shore many trilling ouriositi(*s, and 
some things of value, which luul floated 
oil the surface of the bay after the 
luitteriiig-ships luul blowu up. Large 
wax caudles, such us are usually huriit 
by the ftornish priests before Uieir al- 
tars ; salt provisions ; and a great nuin- 
lier of aiuuiiiiiitioii boxes, ootitatnitig 
10 rounds of |Miwd<‘i* iu linen car- 
tridges, were eoileote<l by the garrison 
the iiioriiiiig Kueceiding the defeat. 
Considerable pieces of mahogany, and 
some cedar, w'ere s;ived from the wrecks 
of those ships whose magiixines did not 
blow up, which were ui'terw*ards con- 
verted into various useful articles, 
starving as lutMiioriuls of our victory. 
The governor liad u huiidsome set of 
tables made for the ( xuiveiit ( the holes 
ill the cedar, where the fire had pcuie- 
trated, being filled up with sound w’ood, 
cut iu various figures, forming u Ixmu- 
tiful contrast with the burnt part), 
which will serve as a standing iiionu- 
lueiit to the guests of the transactions 
of that glorious da}*. 

The enemy's fire on the 19th was 
warmer than the few preceding days ; 
and, which was rather extraoranary, 
it was continued wliilst a flag of truce 
went fW>m the goveimor, and another 
returned in answer. The officer who 
brought the Duo de Crillon’s answer 
was one of his aides-de-camp, the Comte 
da Rufiguiac, colonel of tlu- Frv*:ich 
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I regiment de Clmitrcs. He pressi'd 
I much to deliver his packet personallu 
to the governor, and offered to submit 
to Ije blindfolded, provided he could be 
admitted into the garrison. He <va8 
even so urgent as to put his foot on 
board our boat, but was infonned by 
the aide-de-camp that his request could 
not be cotnplieu with. As the Count 
would not 1)0 content with this auswen 
our flag was nbligi^il to return to make 
known his extraordinary im|H)rruuity 
to the governor, who i)olitely excused 
himself the honour wmieh the Count 
iiitoiuied him, us the state of affairs 
would not then p-rmit it. We shall have 
occasion again to iiiention the Count 
iM'fore the close of tliis work. I’he 
wind changed to the cast iu the night 
of the 19lh; but the coiiibined fleet 
still remained at anchor in the bay. 
The the mortar boats, which had 
remained inactive for some time, bom- 
barded the garrison. They si'emed to 
be attended by only four or five gun- 
lioats, and were extremely cautiouh in 
direetiiig their fire. Thrin* shells fell 
in South {M>rt ditch, uiuougst the auth 
regiment. ^ ^ 

Some changes took place in the go- 
vernor’s Miite on the 21st: towii-mujor 
CapUiiit Fotilis was upiioinfed aide-tle- 
caiiip to the coinunniaer-iii-chief, .‘iiid 
C’apUiin Delhoste, of the 72pd regiment, 
town-major. A flag of truce, the same 
<lay, brought over a letti'r from the 
duke, iu answ'er to one the 

governor, of the preceding day. Their 
float alM) brought clothing for the 
Walon prisoneri.. In lli.* evening, 
about eight cfclock, rejiorts were re- 
ceived from the northern guaixls, that 
the enemy were in motion in their 
camp, and that troops were marching 
down to the lines. About the ‘sdme 
time some extraordinary signals wore 
made the Spanish .admiral. The 
three pickets rcinaiuing with the field- 
officer iu town were iramedirtel^’ de- 
tached to reinforce the captaiir of 
Landport, the lires, and Waterport^ 
who, beside their usual guards, *had 
each two pickets wim them before. 
The .'Wth and 72nd regiments ,;.irere 
again ordered to lie accpuj^ed, and 
the artillery cautioned to he alert P? 
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tlys <li^|Hni:uiotl it was ii\ ideiit the 
governor htill vxp^^otod a further uttuok 
uiMUi the garribcui ; outl that evening it 
was iiKHit to be appreheiuled, as it was 
possible tliat the Duke by that day 
mi|f1it receive an answer from Madrid, 
indicating his future ofs*nitions. Up« 
ward oi I20n men being thus distributetl 
in the vicinity of the Grand battery, 
with two regiipents ut hand tu act us 
dbrps de reserve, we wait«:d the further 
niovenieiits of the enemy. A little l>e- 
fore midnight, a soldier t>r tlie Ttird 
regiment, removing; rubbislt fr<uii tlie 
Prince’s liiics, fell from the < xtivmity. 
and was killed. An otfioor with a 
small detachincMit was iuiiiti^tliaUly or> 
dered from Laiidfu^rt to bring in the 
body. This wa*. diM’overetl hy the 
enemy’s advanced parties, who op',K>s<‘d 
it h} abrUk di‘»chui g.‘ of nmsketry in 
regular pluloous. t^uctMi's lllu^s guard 
protecU*<l our party, who reiiinied with 
die IkkIv without aiiv oaMialtifS. The 
steady and niiimateir fire "UpporUHl bv 
the ciieiiiy convinced ns of llie streiigtii 
of their advanciHl piists. Nothing ex- 
traordinary, however, liu|i|vn<‘d during 
the night after thi.s iwcurrenee. 

• The* governor still ooiitiim<*d the 
party at Lower Forl>e«‘« iind<T the 
fines. On the night of the 23rd they 
discovered two men near the stone 
sentry-box, within the mins of the old 
barrier. The t*crj»^aiit’s orders (the 
reader mav reiiienilHT) were, not to 
fire but ill fcis own defence, or in case 
of ail alarm ; but oliwrving them 
measuring with a chain the distance 
between tiie foot of the rock and the 
Iiiun(ratioit,*aiid thinking they might 
be persons of some consef|uenc'e, and 
pmbatily poBsi*ssed of ineiuoraiidums 
which might disetiver the motives of 
their. niaiKeuvres, healetennined in this 
case to lire : they, in return, alarmed 
at bis *preparations, suddenly appeared 


Ou the defensive : hut the seijt ujit w'as 
so lucky as to kill tlie priiK'i}Mil |)erson, 
and tiie other run oil. 'J'hr^xxly was 
instantly hmiight in, but no papers of 
consecpUMice were feund aUtut him. 
He was thoiiglit io have Ikhmi u volun- 
teer. The scM'jeiint, who was a cadet 
iu General Keden’s rc|^inent, w us Mxni 
afterwards promoUHl to n eoiiiinissiou ; 
but whether for this service, or in bis 
tour, I cannot inlunii niy rt*a«ler. 

The enemy’s liriug tkx'nxd now to be 
diriH-ded under the following rngiilutioiis. 
Aliout live or six iu the luoniing, when 
tlie night-pickets were retiring from 
their (Klimts, tin' eaniionade commenced, 
and cuiitinued pretty brisk till uoon. 
From iwehi; to two o'clock Uiere was 
the usual iuteriiiisKton ; for, os 1 hnvi^ 
remarkeil Ixd’ore, the Spaniards would 
not Ih‘ deprived of Uieir customary' nup, 
or siesta. In the decline of the day 
they iliKcknrget) inoiv or less, us their 
caprice dietaUd. Alioiit st^veii in the 
evening their cannon ceased, and llicir 
mortars timk up the tire, continuing it till 
daybreak of the suecetdiiig day. The 
iiiiitniiiiitioii now ex)Hmdt*d was gene 
rally tVoin 4iio to .'>011, and Minietimes 
t;«ni shells in the 24 hours, witli IWun 
♦>oo to HH)0 shot. 'J’lie pmfiihioii of 
the former had greatly' diininislied tin 
immense piles iu their artillery |niik, 
and their howitzers were hy no tiieuiiS 
so lavish of their troublesome shells us 
they had bet‘n. 

The 24tli, the Brilliant fVignte was 
raised after much trouble. I’he wiine 
day about noon, upward of 5ii boats, 
which had l>oen usM'inhled for the 
attack, returned to the westward, and 
the mantleb>lK>ats retired up the rive 
Palrnoiies. The departure of the for- 
mer, with others which had left tlie 
bay the two iirew'ding dnys, reduced 
their remuining siuull ctaft to a very 
trifling number. 
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CHAPTER VJII. 


Th«* ('omliincd Flc«<ri rf^muin in GilirHllar Hay, lieing (l<*tnrniiiiPil fo nppoM th« r«ll<>f of tbo 
fiurri'^in — ('aplain Curtis visits the Enemy's Camp to estal«ti<»|t n vartel — Knem\ rail* 
aililitional works — The Oimhined Fleets distressed l>y a hurricane — A Spanish lint 

oMkitite ship is driven under the walls of Gibraltar, and submits to the Garriann — \t tliis 
juncture the llritish Fleet appear in the Straits, but the eon »ov unfortunately pass the 
Krick to the e.utviard — Letters received from the British Mini-.try by the (rovernor— The 
(^tnl1line(l Fleets, after makiiif; repairs, follow the British Fleet into the Mmlherranesn, 
but avoid an aetion — liOrd TIoue conducts the convoy safe into the Hoy, returns to tlie 
west ward, and ts fnlloi^ed by the Combined Fleets — Enemy's cnniiouade diminislieA, and 
the tire f^oni the Garrison increases — Enemy establish a post under rii#* Bock near rite 
Devil's Tower — Uep«*at their attacks from the — I'he Due de (^'rillnn artpiRiiifs 

Gerienil Eliott that the preliminaries of a t General Peace had lieen sunetl — Hostilities in 
cons«*i|iieiice ceaae — Tlie Emiiorur of Mortnreo sends a present of cattle with a letter to 
General Eliott, who soon afterwards receives from Knjfland ofllcial aceoorits of the I'esce— 
Interview between the Due de Crillon and the Governor — The Governor Mews the Spanish 
iMitteriea, and dines at San Koipu* — The Duke returns the visit, in the Garrihon— Orenumv 
of liivesiini; the fJovernor with the Gnler of the Bath-'Sir George Augustus Eliott's speech 
to the (iatriHon, upon eominunica Jug to them the Thanks of the King and Parlianirnt for 
their Defence of Gibraltar. 


NorwiTiisTANuiNo tlifU We ulight iia- 
tiirully infer, from the <lispi*n»ion of 
their small erat^, that the enemy h.nl 
at length relinquished the hope of 
taking (jibraltar hy force of arms, yet 
the eotitiiuuince of their cannonade, 
and tlie presence of the cumhiiied ileete 
(though fivqiieiit oppoi tuiiitii'S hud of- 
fered I'or their return to the wcMward), 
rendeivd their coiuluet so ainhigitons 
that we could form no idea what line 
they purposed to pursue in their future 
operations. We knew a relief was in- 
tended hy the llritish tleei ; but we 
could never imagine, if there wiui any- 
thing of uii equality, that the eiietiiy 
would ventuiv an opjHisitioti, even 
though a victory might make them 
iiiatiters of Gibraltar. We waited, 
therefore, a few days to oliserve the 
movements of our adversaries, aud by 
tlieir actions cxpoc^i^'d to soUe the dit- 
ficiilty. 

The evening of the 2tith of Septem- 
ber, the whole of the combined army 
were under arms, formed in one line 
I which extended about four miles and 
A half) from the river Guadaronque to 


very near Fort Tonnra. Some persons 
of high rank, attended by a numerous 
suite of cavalry, |>a.ssed along the front ; 
and they w'ere not disniissed till aDer 
sunset. In the evening. Major Hors- 
fall, of the T'iiid regiment, w'as wounded 
h\ a splinter of a shell. At night, 
another of our u orkiiien in the Prince’s 
lines fell from the exireinity, and was 
killiHl. A prty was detached from 
1^ind{x>rt to bring in the bo<l\, aiul the 
(Queen's lines and either guards ordered 
to pivtect them; the enemy hob-ever 
reniaimnl quiet. The 27th, their parties 
Iwgauto collcx't brush \MX>il for fasfiiies. 
This eirciimstnnce served the more Ui 
increase our doubts relative tq their 
future conduct. The same d;iy,’ our 
nav^ gut up the Porcupine frigate ; the 
engineers also finished the Koy.i) .iiui 
Green’s loilce batteries. The former 
is 13iM>, ami the latter DOt) fret uUive 
the lev<«l of tlie isthimis; yet, not bit i- 
standing this elevation, the* eneiuNV. 
fire, during Don Alvarez’s bwbhar'- 
meat, was found to be galling^ that 
the engtiMers were under ./he necessity 
of co%*«ring them with cai«lbued mef- 
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lofift. Sever^ laniicheB full of troupe a Spaaieh officer wm washed ashorp 
were observed^ on the 29thtgoiug on under our walls: a purse of pistoles* 

. board the combined fleet. They were and a gold watch, were found iu his 
supposed to be marines who had l^n pockets. He was buried with respect, 
landed from the nieUH>f*war previous two navy officers attending the ffineral ; 
to ffie gnuid attack. A flag of truce, aiid the following day, a flag of truw 
the same dav» brought clothes for the delivered tlic watch and inonev, to he 
prisoners. Early* on foe morning of returned to his foiends. Tfie Uiui. 
the 3(dh, a soldier of the 72ud regi- several men were wounded by the 
merit deserted from the SL*rjeBiit*8 party enemy's shtit, in the gallery above 
m Lower Forbes’s. His own brofoer Farringdon's, which iontiiiucri to be 
was one of the miard. The same day, prosecuted w'itli diligence : and Serj<»aiit 
foe combined fleets were joined by a llarrop, of the 72nd regiment (a man 
liruMif-battle ship. The enemy's can- universally noticed and admired for bis 
iionade still coiitiuued to be about lOtH) gallantry and eomhict in foe works\ 
or IKH) rounds of shot and shells was killed at Willis’s. We oltserved, 
in the 24 hours. Willis’s iMitteries foe same <lay, Keveral Imnts which for*’ 
and the extrtMuiry of foe Prince’s merly had mantlets in foe bow, retum- 
andQuiou's run's, were much damag'd ing from the river Palmoues; having, 
from the ti4*guu liattery. ^ A flag as we iinagiiuHi, undergone some altera- 
of truce went from the garrison with tions, to enable liiem to act as gun- 
a letter, and two paivels, which had boats. In case of a visit finun foe 
beeu sent on the 29th, directed for per- latter, sigiuils were now determined 
sons who could not Ik* found amongst upon, to intimate when the artillery 
foe prisoners. In the evening of the were to man foe batteries. Two guns 
•‘UUh, the mortar-tKiats bombarded our ouiek, and a red flag boistinl upon a 
camp. At first we imagined they were flag-staff eri'cted on Inc South buslioti, 
alone, but the gun-lioats soon afler- was to be the day signal ; two guns 
warils fire<l uwin foe town from the quick and a light, foe signal for the 
• nortliqpinl. Tw'o sliells fell iu^ the night. In foe evening, we had an op- 
hospital, and wounded several of foe |>ortunity of practihing our new signaJs, 
sick. Other casualtu^ a^t hap|iened by tlie approach of the mortar-boats, 
in foe garrison. The priBonct*6 upon which bombarded foe garrison fop 
Windniill-liill were alarmed, on two about two hours. 'J’bc gun -boats, 
or three sliel^ falling near their camp ; though i>erhaps attending them, did 
and it was not without some severity not lire. J*revious to their visit, some 
that their guards could keep themselves muskets were dischargtd, and tioiiie 
within the boundaries. signals made amongst the Ai*.et; but 

Eariy on the 1st of Octolier, a boat we could not observe any particular 
came into^Little Hay, w’ifh a Corsican movements. 

on iKiard. who had escaped from Alge- In the forenoon of foe .'ird, a Spanish 
.airas. He had been mate of a neutral frigate, wifo a flag of truce at her fore- 
vcssel^; but, hearing that rwme of his top-gallant must-head, anchored within 
relations -were in the Corsican corps, gun-shot of fo«* Old mole head, and 
he wu^det<‘nnine<l ^ join his <tountn*- immediately (’aptaiii (Curtis went on 
men.* The intelligence which he board her. In foe foitiuHm, Captain 
brought was, that J^rd Ilowe only Curtis relumed, and the foigute sailed 
waited w>ine rei^rtreemeots to saiji for back to the fleet The wind at the 
. the relief of Giuraltar, and that the time was so strong, tliat she was obliged 
combined died were resolved to opprjse to leave her anebof Isfoind ; whicb 
^him. • Thus consoled wifo the hope of being mentioned to the governor, 
preventing foe intended siiocoun, foe orders were sent, not to fire upon tha 
enemy* still flattered foemselves that boats when they returned to fish it up, 
Gibmitar roiwf of necessity submit. The following day, Captain Curni* 
thixnigh the \perir failure of psovUious. accompanied by the govenl^S lecru- 
In the course.of foe day^ the corpse of tary and a naval officer, went in Ina 
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to the Orange-grove; wliere a 
eurriage waited^ and conducted them 
•o Hueng Vista, die Duke’s quarters. 
The intentiou of this visit, we after- 
wards uudcrstood, was to establish a car- 
tel witli the Spaniards for the exchanj^e 
of nrisoners. Captain (Curtis was lu- 
tnrauced, by the Due de Crillon, to 
his Ilovai Highness the C'Vinitc d'Artois, 
who thanked him, in very handsome 
terms, for his humiinity and gallantry 
in relieving the uiil'o •'innate prisoners 
fVom the burning battering-sln|is ; re- 
qiiestiiig (!nptain CiirtiH ut the same 
time to inform the governor, tliat lie 
entertained the liigliest esteem and 
reRiHHJt for him, for his lienevolcuce 
and lilH^rality to the prisoners upon 
the same itceasion. Before (?npiatii 
(\irtis returned, which was in the 
evening, the kilns for heating shot 
wert' ligliUHl, and other preparations 
made, as if some attack was ex|)ect<‘d. 
During this corresiKiiKlence, the ene- 
my’s butteries obwrvcd u pnqKM* siUniee, 
in res(Hvt to the flag. C’npbiiii Curtis 
informed us, that I,or<l Howe, with the 
British fleet, W'us OiTtaiiily on his |inss- 
Hgo to the MiHliterj'aneaii. 7’he garri- 
son did not however feel that ii)di*scrib- 
ahie Mitisfuction and pleasure on receiv- 
ing this intelligerice, which we had 
ex|x>rienced when Admirals Ilodiiey 
.Old Darby were annonnml in 178 t| 
and' 1781. A Fn'iich rear-admiral, 
in a three-decker, with a frigate, and 
several smaller nriiicil vessels, joined 
the combi ii*m 1 flw*t on tbc -‘'rd. The 
man-of-war had muiiv signals flying 
when she entered the hay^which were 
answered by the S|aiuish admiral. 

The eiunny's oannouade was still 
ooiitiimcd. with such variation a.s their 
enpriee dictated. The nunilwr of 
rounds of shot and shells usually ex- 
ceeiled 8(K) in the 24 hours, and 
sometimes amounted to IBMt or 12tN). 
We amused tlieni with a triding return, 
directed chietlv to their parties, who, 
to our astonisnm.mt. were still liirm- 
ing voosiderahle dentts of fascines and 
raatfrials iu tlic lines, Lieutenaut 
Kenneth M^Keiiaie, of the 7.*)rd, wm 
wounded on the 4t^ in tlie eommnni- 
fiation firom |he King’a to the Qnct«n!s 
Uica, Two days afWwarda, agreeably 


to a flag of truce of the preceding dqy, 
the Spanish prisoners (excepting Id 
sick in the hospital, and 59 Wuloua 
and foreigners who requested to stay 
liehiiid) were sent to the combined 
camp. 7'he Walons who prefetnM] 
staying in the garrison were etniiodied 
inti» those corps which chose to receive 
them. The 39th and .OBth regiments 
entertained Bleach; and the remain- 
der were incorporated with the Corsi^ 
can company. 

Tw«i of the enemy’s engineers had 
b(>en ol>s(*rveil on the 4th, picketing out 
a work, extending from the ruins of the 
Mahon battery to the weRtern Iwach, 
ermsing the north-west angle of the 
farthest ganlens. We wore at a loss 
wlmt to coni' lude from this ap]>caruiice 
of a determination still to pro!s‘ciite the 
siege*. They did not however let us 
remain long in suspense ; for, on the 
morning of the ftli. we iliseoveretl that 
they had en*cted a strong Iwij an of ap- 
proach, exteniling, in the line iH'forc 
merjtionerl, aUutt 43«> jurdN— near a 
quarter of a mile. It was raisdl uith 
saiid-bngs ; and fmm its reseiiiblanoe 
to the original efiaulmeut of the (>4-giin 
hatter}, some iiiiagiried it was intended 
for the same |)iir|M>sc,- though the 
engineers were of opinion, it was 
only a communication to some addi- 
tional works in embrvo. Although the 
enemy, by throwing up ♦his extensive 
work, gained by stealth a second ad- 
vantage u|kui the garrison, }et the go- 
vernor was determined, if possilde. to 
prevent them completing it. 7’ke Old 
inolo head how itxers, with w w'urm fire 
iVmn the heighn>, wen* npi'iieil at night 
upon tins new object; and, as the 
former almost entirely tuifiladcil it, the 
enemy were so much :iniu»}‘t‘d. that it 
was never finishe I. ’riie night of the 
t th. they made good the couioninica- 
tiou to the parallel, fmm the cjrtirinity 
of 'he Imjau, near *lie ruins of the 
Mahon butterv’. which wrts left iniper- 
feet the preceiling night. 

The following day, the St. Martin’s 
liattery took fire from the wadding or 
discharge of their own cannoif!' ()iie 
merlon was destroyitl, and another 
coiisider;»hly damaged, before the 
fiames were extinguished. We threw 
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1 lew fchcll# tW»m Ik low, to distiirli 
Cwm ia thiK duty { but oth<Twifio no 
fNuticuljir notice whi» tuken of tlic uc> 
oident. The eueiuy found their situ- 
ation «<> extr<.niiclv wann in thfir new 
boyan, tliat, ou tin) ni;;ht of the 7 th, 
they tiircw op a stiHuig shoulder ut the 
extremity near the heaeh, to proU'ct 
them against the thuiking lire of the 
howiuers of the Ohl mole head, (hir 
•hells w'ere nevertheless liri*4i with 
•uoh judgment and dexterity us just to 
clear the traverse, and M*ennMl to do 
SIS inueh exeeiition in the interior ]Xii't 
as before, t Ireat <(iianti ii<N of fa.scim>s, 
&c., were seaiUMvd in the rear ; 
whence we ooncliuh'd tin*} puriN>se.l 
working in the Tiight, hut hud Ikhmi 
firoverited by tlie \ivacit\ of oiirlin*. 
They also rtjsiiri'd the St. Martin's 
battery. A Hag of truce hmughc over 
letters for the governor mnl ttaptain 
(airtis on the ^th : find, at night, a 
Uiat saile<t for l/i'ghtfrn with a midship- 
man and six '«.tilors, U'.iring home dis- 
patches from the governor. Thi^ wi«s 
the first boat or vessel wliieb led the 
garrison aOer Uie vietorv of the piv- 
CiHling month. 

Titg cueiiiy, ulHuit the 8 th or 9 tb, 
adopted a new plan for the regnlation 
of tli' ir iMimls'inlrneiit during the night . 
every lit t>r l.'i iniiinU’sthe) disdiargeil 
(ivi‘, «e\*eii, and sfunetimes ten inorUtrs 
at the saiiu* time, dirrting the shells 
principal!} To the same ohjeet. .\fter 
a silenw <»f the aU»ve |s*ri<K!, Uiey sa- 
IuUhI us with a seeoii<l volley, and so 
ou till Tiioniing gun-tire. The nuniN'r 
of rouiids^coiiti lined variable, frtiiii 4 (Mt 
to shotut with nliiuist the saiiw' pro- 
portion of shells, in (he 24 hours. 
Thej Mwro eimbU’d to expend tliese im- 
mense <|uaiitities of ammunition hy re- 
ceiving eoustaiit sn|||jlies. The {larties 
in the Ci^-einc park appeare 4 l now to be 
oouttiderabh iiicreaM*!!, and an univer- 
sal activity stjped still to jj^revail 
through the difnjrent depaitinent^. A 
persmi, igiirimiit of wdiat had paaM*d, 
and Suddenly brought to view their 
proceedings, inigh* therefore naturally 
cor.Htide from their oficrations, that 
they were ei<'Ctc<f with, and followiug 
up some suqpet^ rather that^depresaed 
ciy a defeat.. On the night of toe 9th, 


some signals were made at Cahrita 
Point, which were anHwered by the 
com billed 'Heetii, each ship showiiitt a 
light. 

The wind blew fn‘fih westerly on 
the loth ; ami twti frigates luid a cutler 
joined the combiiivil rtecte from that 
4)iiarter. In the evening, a immlKT of 
signals were made hy the Spanish ad- 
miral, which were answered by variouK 
hliijis ill the fleet. AfbT sunset, ilic 
gale iiicivusiHl, and at midnight it blew 
a hurricane, with Kmart showerK of 
rain. Signal-gunR were rf|X‘ttlcdly 
fin'd hy the combined thets; and tVoni 
thtdr continiiunei', and tlie viidcnce of 
the wind, wt' concludeil some of ihetn 
won* in ilistn'ss. At da}' break, a S|»{i- 
iiish two-dirker was dim'overcd in a 
ciippleil stall', close in shore off 
( h'tf nge's bastion : she was niider clos'e- 
reefed Courses, ami had lost her ini/en 
topnvast. Ohserving her danger u|imi 
an enemy lec-shore, she Middeiiiy 
liitfed lip, nod cndeavivnred to -u-uithcr 
the garnson : as she [>a'‘S«*il sevt ral 
shots were finil thraiigh her fVom tin- 
King's liastion, which killed two, and 
woniided two others; and wsm after- 
waids she grounded near Eagged Stall, 
and struck to the garrison, hoisting 
ail English jack over her own coloiiib 
A ImiuI from the Speedwell enlh'r iin- 
uiHliatejy took nosM'Ssion of the S;o, 
Miguel, "or SU Michael, of 72 guii'v 
commanded by iKni Juan Moreno, a 
('lief irKseadre. The ottlwra and men 
to Uic inimU'r of b.l4 (many of whom 
were dtsmounted dragtams), were irie 
mediately landed, and conduct*’'!! to the 

J iiiHrCerK licfore (wcuiiied hy their 
rietids n^iori Winfliidll-hill. The gover 
nor w'a» pn-si'iit when they were 
brought ashore, and generously permit- 
ti*d them to take their baggage un- 
Ki*arched, and the ofBoers their stock of 
firc'sh provisions. Wlien (he morning 
clearcu up, so an to admit of our oU 
fferving the staW of tlie coiiibiiu'd fleets, 
we discovereil the ^hole in great di»- 
order. One was on shore near tJicir 
gnurl niagaxine ; a Fri'iich ship of the 
ime had lost her fon'maat and bow- 
sprit ; one, a thn^'-deckcr, waa missing, 
suppos'd to lie driven from lieranc^rii 
to the eastward; and three or four 
La * 
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were forced lialf-tMiy over (two withiu 
range of tiie (^arri^on), Mhcrc tlu y all 
ncemed tQ Ih! m a very precarious situ- 
ation. Many of the piirA|H>t hoata, and 
other small craft, wei'e also driven on 
hhore near the Orange-grove. If the 
storm had coiitiij<u*<l a few hour« 
longer, it is not iriiprolnihle that a 
thr(‘c-ilccker, witli several other ships, 
won hi have sulfeml the fate of the St. 
Michael. The wind, however, abated 
as the day advanced ; and, when the 
swell would (Krrinit to assist the 

disahltKl shi|)s, the Ixiuts were busily 
employed in currying out aiiehui*s and 
cuhl«‘S to tliose which npptmred most in 
distress. 'I'he garrison wen* not idle 
spectutors of tliese movements : several 
iM*a iiiortnrs were »*wn brought to lM*ar 
on the nearest ships, and one was in a 
short time ohligctl to move; hut an- 
choring again otf Point Main, we con- 
tinued annoying her with shells and 
red-hot shot, tiil she warpi'd out of utir 
range. 

'I'he prisoners were no sooner landed 
from the prise, than the seamen tH*gan 
to lighten the vessel, by removing Tier 
powder ashore, and cutting away the 
mizcii-umst: hut she remaining still 
aground, they carried out anchors to 
prevent her going further ashore, in- 
tending to renew their exertiens to 
warn her off nt high water. The St. 
Mictiael as esu*eme<l one of the l»est 
sailors in the Spanish navy. She was u 
new ship, huilt at the llavaniiah ; very 
lofty iH'tween decks, which were of 
inaliogniiy, and her beams of cetlur. 
When the comluiiiHl fleets apiieared in 
the Bnglish Channel, Utc St. Michael 
was one of the leading shifts, and wu.s 
also in the smiadron which firetl upon 
the garrison the Hth of Si*pleinlH*r, when 
the Due de Crillon t^nod bis bat- 
teries. Tlie Spanish om«‘rs informed 
us they hail ivceivetl iiiteUig»’nc«*. the 
nreOiHliiiff daj*, of the appmach of the 
British tleet;* which had induced Ad- 
miral Conlovn to cvrtler the combined 
flei'ts to lie at single anchor, and pre- 
pare .o weigh at tim shortest notice: 
that :hey were thus situated when the 
pie came on ; and, the hurricane still 
:iien'asing, a three-<lecker, early in the 
morning, ran foul of the 9t. ‘Michael 


and forced lier from hi:*r aucUor : that 
she immediately iH‘t sail, but, :ia the 
event had eviiicc*d, found it impossible 
to weather the rock. 

The intelligence of 1x>rd Howe being 
so near, now, for the first time, gav5 us 
sensible pleasure ; not so much on ac- 
count of our personal situation, as of 
the advantage which the enemy’s recent 
misfortunes would give his Inrtlghip 
over hi^ opponents, as well toward 
aecompli«>hiug the object of his orders,' 
its aflcii'ding him a fiirth^T upmrtunity 
of acting as his htrdship's well-known 
ahilities might dicUite. We were so 
elated by our enemy’s distress, that 
snine were so sanguine as to anticipate 
the most glorious concliisiun of the war 
and our own snfterings. Our h<*j>08 
however were soon depi-essed by the 
intelligenoe of Lord Howe's great in- 
feriority in numlHrr. Thirty -four sail 
to oppose forty>two, which still rc~ 
maineu at anchor in the hay, gave us 
reason to be apprehensive for the safety 
of tJic British Hwt The navigation of 
the Straits was so precarious, that if 
his lordship once enti^reil the Mediter- 
ranean he might probahiv he pi\*vented 
from returning fora eonsnleraljlctiiiu*; 
and the eneni}, though now distressed, 
might, by the M>isist:irice of the camp, 
fusm refit, and atiai^k him under every 
:idvant:ige. Bv this digression I am, 
however, antieiiiating the 'vgular nar- 
rative. In the afternoiiu a French 
two-dei'ker sjiiled to the eustwanl : and 
stx>n ;irter a M'tUt* eume in fi*om the 
west, and firwl several guns ns slie eu- 
tercfl the bay. At this time it was so 
very hasy in the Straits tlfiit we could 
not see the opposite coasts. Alsmt sun- 
sot several large ships were dftk'overed 
thnnigh the ha/e : and soon after, the 
J^itona frigate, i?.iptain Omwoy^ an- 
cliortxl under (vur guns, and informed 
ns that the ships in the Straits were 
the vea of the British commanded 
by I^rd Howe, consisting of .‘)4 sail of 
the line, including 11 three-deckera, 
with 4i frigates and 31 ordnance frans- 
ports, and a reinforcement 61* upward, 
of lwx> men for lh<* garrison. ' Cai^ 
tain Conway farther Jlold us of tht 
great anvX*tr a hich prevailed at home 
rvladve to the situation of Gi'wnUttf j 
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and that it was only oif th«! soiithi'rri 
Aoaat of Portugal that U>rd Howi* had 
his uncaMuosR rruiovrd, l>y receiving j 
intelligence of the enemy 'a cximplete 
defeat. This welcome inibrmatiuu, he 
saiT. was uccornpauitHl hv advice, that 
‘*the combined deets had taken their 
station in the Wy of (/ibniltar, re- 
olutely determined to iire\enl, if poh- 

* ible, the intended relit^f.” We learntMl 
, liat, ujiou receiving the hitter inielli- | 
'gei ce, the aduiinils and princi|«il otli> j 
cers were Mimiiioned on Uiard tJie j 
Victory ; where particular instnictioiih j 
and oraers were coininunic>ated, in ex- j 
pectation vif an engagiMiieiit, which was i 
coiiMdered as unnxoidahle. j 

Although the enemy's higiials for ‘ 
the approach of the lintish fleet were j 
made early in the afterniKm, jet the | 
Spanish admiral exhibited not the leust | 
ap{M*arnnee of opfsisition to any n-in- I 
forceinentt lieiiig tlmiwn into the gar- | 
risoiu This tiuourable o|iportniiitr i 
vat, however, lost; owing, sis Lord ; 
llowe expresses in his olheial letter, 

** to the want of timely attention to the 
circuinstaneesof the navigation.” Only 
four or five transjMirU n'a(*h<><l the 
rwk ;*tlie rest, with the Ihrt, weiv car- 
ried by the current into the Mediter- 
ranean. At night, nr eiirh on the 1 2th, 
Captain ('iirtis Miibnl in the LuUnia. to 
inform J^>rd Howe of the calamity 
which had befallen the enemy’s fle«'t. 
At inKui the llritish fleet apiN^ared in ; 
gWKi okIit otf KKte|Kiiia or Marbella ; ; 
and tlie transports, with the frigjite«i, i 
were 'working to windwsinl to gain the ! 
Ixiy. . Ai- ‘tlp-y approueluHl the isthinus ' 
the etiemv sainted them from their , 
iiv>rlan^ and filed nijon them fnnn '• 
li‘hifld tlie esisteni advanced guard- ' 
houH‘. 

Whilst the HritTOi flei.'f, with tlie 
transports, were tliu^ critically situated, ' 
the eombiiM'd fleets werr* very active in j 
njiairiiig tlieir*iate daniagiw, $ud in | 
forming ^ line of battle along the shore. 1 
In the evening a mimlivr of troops were j 
f mliarked.fui Ismrd them from the camp. 
Thejr* xehcijnes. cutters, armed hriga, I 
and giin-liouOs ulwi nwwmbled in ^ndy \ 
Bar, with an* * intention prolialily of, 
picking up*onr straggling Vinsporta. : 
in the cb*M* pf jhe 'Uy, howeve.-, this 


fleet of craft ivtnnirtl to their main 
Hei't. At night the Panther tnau*or 
war, and si^verid trans)x)rts# anchored 
in the luiy. 

The eiumiy on tlie land- aide per- 
severed in their caiinoimde; and ob- 
serving that the St. MiehtU'l had run 
Aground within the range of their bat- 
b'ries, threw git*nt iiiiiiiU iw of shells, 
with an intent to destroy l"*r. Many 
hurst over her, and some fell very near ; 
but, as tlieir artillery ctmld only be 
dircetetl by her innsts, none fell on 
iMusrd. They jiointed their ustiol weight 
of fire ttgumst our works, which tiie 
governor /now that a pnisjavt of sup- 
plies appenrinl) returuiMl with mnisual 
viMicit}. Their new iMiyuu severely 
felt the efli-et of our onlnnuce. It was 
eonsiderably deningid, and the en- 
filading huwiUers lit the Old mole head 
preventi*d them fioin strengthening it 
with any additions of eonswjuence. In 
the garrison or«iers of the 12th, the fol- 
lowing extructh from the disiuitclict 
receiv<Hl by the governor were in- 
serted 

0.0, Extract from a b*tter to the 
governor, from the Right Hon. 
the I'iarl of Shelburne, prinriral 
M.»ereUirv of stale to his Ma- 
jestv. baled St. James’s, July 
Itnfi, 1782. 

** 1 am also }iononiv<l with his Mb' 
jesty’s eonimand to assure j on in the 
strongi+t lenns, that no enemirageineut 
shall Ik* wiintiiig to the hrav e officers 
and soldiers under your eonirnand. His 
royal approtnition of tin- jiast will no 
doubt Ih' a powerful ini i-iitiv»' to future 
rxertions; and I have the King's au- 
tliority to ii>sure you, Ihal every distin* 
gnisliM act of einiilutioii and gallantry 
which sliall In* fK'rforined in course of 
the siege by any, even of tlie lowcot 
rank, will meet with ample wward from 
his gracious protf’Cliori and favour. 
Them* his Majesty'# intentions you will 
coinmnnicau* to every pari of your gar- 
rison, Oiat they may Ik* perfectly sa- 
tisfi4>d their royal master kh'Is for the 
difficulties Uiey are under, admiree 
their gluriotis fifsistance, and will be 
happy to reward ihcdr merit." 
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** Extract from a letter to the governor 
from the Might Hon. Gen. Conway, 
coiiimaod<*r-iii-c]iief of his Majesty's 
forces. Dated August 31. St, 1782. 

** I am now to add that 1 have the 
King's command to inform you, that he 
is ill the greatest degree siitistied with 
the brave and steady defence made by 
your garrbou; and his Majesty is de* 
sirous of mowing them every mark of 
his royal approbation. It is in this 
light that his Majesty has U^cn gra- 
ciously pleased to consent to granting 
bat and forage-money, as a proper in- 
dulgence to your officers." 

These extracts were penised by the 
garrison M'ith great satisfaction, as thev 
demonstrated dial the safety of Gibral- 
tar was esteemed a matter of die first 
iiuixirtance ; and flattered us with the 
agreeable koix^s that our late services 
would be duly appreciated by our 
fnends and countrymen. 

Tlic llritisli fleet, at daybreak on the 
1.3di, was still off Marlxdla, with die 
wind at west. Aliout nine o'clock a.m. 
the Spanish admiral made the signal 
for the combined fleets to weigh an- 
chor. By one o'clock the whole were 
under way. At three a French rear- 
admiral, being the last of the rear divi- 
sion, cleared the Ixiy. Their number 
in all aiiiouiitcd to 80 sail, of which 
die following, 1 lielievi*, is an accu- 
rate account : <i threnj-decKors, 38 two- 
deckel's, including several fifties (total, 
44 men-of-war) ; 5 frigates, 20 xe- 
boques, cutters, armcHl ships, aud brigs; 
also 2, imaging to bi* fire-ships. Not- 
withstanding litde doubt was to lie en- 
tertained of the enemy's intention of 
leaving the bay, die Panther man-of- 
war remained at anchor with several 
officers of the prrisoii on board, whom 
the governor had permitted to act as 
▼oluntcers in the expected engagement. 
When the combined Deets bad cleared 
die bay, they stood smne time to the 
southward, aud leaving a liue-of-lmttle 
ship and two frijmtes to prevent the 
Panther from joining her admiral, 
drove with the current some leagues to 
the eastward. I'hey then ap|]«ared to 
edge down towards the British fieet, 
which was in close line of batde upon a 
wind, with their heads to the south- 
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ward ; the trauspons, with the frigates 
which had beiui beating up, falling lie- 
hind them to leeward. Thus were 
both fleets situated at the close of the 
evening. Before the enemy had totally 
quitted the bay, Captain Curtis landed 
in a small boat from the Latona fri^te, 
with 20, (MM)/, in specie fur the garrison, 
having narrowly escaped beina cut off 
by the combined fleets. He told us the 
British fleet were in high spirits, aud 
impatient to engage, notwithstanding' 
the enemy’s great superiority. When 
the combined fleets first appeared in 
motion, the Spanish prisoners who had 
been landed fixim the St. Michael were 
so overjoyed, that they could not for- 
bear expressing their ccstacies in so 
riotous a manner as to call for some 
severity, to confine them within the 
limits of their camp. 

As our observations on the mancen* 
vres of the fleet were interrupted soon 
aflcr sunset, we impatiently waited for 
the succeeding day to be spectators of 
the action, which was now considered 
as impossible to be avoided ; and orders 
were therefore given for preparing 
several wards in the Navy hospital for 
the reception of the w'ouiide<l : btVt, on 
the dawn of the 14th, tlie fleets, to our 
astonisimieut, were some leagues dis- 
tant from each other; the British being 
to leeward in the south-east quarter, 
whilst the combined fleets* appeared in 
the north-east, off Ksteiiona. In the 
evening the British fleet could l>e dis- 
co\'eml only from the summit of the 
rued:. It seemed to the garrison' that 
the Spanish admiral, by having tlic 
weather-gage, had it in his option to 
bring the British fleet to action if he 
pleased. The fleets lieing thus sepa- 
ratnl, the Panther, about noon, en- 
deavoured to join (xird Howe, but put 
hack for want of wind. Seventeen gun- 
boats came from Algcsiras, apparently 
topreVjnt bur leaving foe bay ; but ob- 
serving her cast anchor, they returned. ' 

The enemy's cannonade on the land- 
side was continued with great vivacity, • 
A few days, nay, probably lidurs, were ■ 
to turn tlie balance for or ogainsF their 
future hopes of obtaining the grand 
object of their wishce : they were not 
therefore economical in tbe& anununi- 
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tion ; nor was the garrison in the least 
behind them in the brisk use of their 
ordnance. Lieut. Gromley, of the 
Koyal Artillery, was mortally wounded 
in the evening at Willis's, and died soon 
after he was brought to the hoB])ital. 

Part of the coinbliu^ fleets, in the 
morning of the 15th; was seen (though 
the weather was very hazy) ofl* Mar- 
dyella. The British fleet was out of 
Hsight; the Panther nevertheless at* 
tempted to join them. Aliout 8 a.m. 
the wind came about to the eastward. 
In the forenoon 9 polaeres sailed from 
the Spanish camp, with tr(x>pK on Ixiard 
for Ceuta. This bnmght to our recol- 
lection the critical state of tbot garrison 
both as to men and provisions, when 
Admiral Rodney was in their neigh- 
bourhood in 1780; and the enemj', 
from embracing this opportunity of 
sending supplies, appeared not entirely 
to have forgotten it. About noon, the 
British fleet was discovered in the 
oiling, to the south-t'astof Ceuta, stand- 
ing under an easy sail towards the rock. 
At night the l^toiia, with 8 or It) 
transports, anchored in the bay. They 
infoi;^ed us that the Buflalo man-of- 
war, with the ivinaining twi'Jve trans- 
ports, had separated (by order) from 
the fleet, but had not aflerwurds 
joined. This intelligence gave us 
some uncasinnss for their safety ; but 
we flatterca ourselves they were gone, 
agreeably to instructions, to the ^fa- 
rinc Islands, the place of rendezvous in 
case^the fleets en^ged. Capt. Conway, 
after a §hoit conference with the go- 
vernor, returned in tlie morning of the 
16th to the British fleet, which was 
eni^siiig to the eastward of the rock, 
with the wind at east. The combi neil 
fleets were not in gjght: we concluded 
theVelTorc that they were gone to Ma^ 
laga to make further repairs, and join 
tiboee ships which had been forced from 
the bay on thel Ith. Since th#' Burival 
of the fimt transports, the garrison had 
been busily employed in disembarking 
the supplies. The former fleets had 
brei^ht us principally provisions ; this 
brought us only*^n and ammunition, 
wh%h pn^habJy might, i^tliout this 
supply, ha^e b^md as scarce articles 
as the fpnner had been. 


The exertions of the navy not being 
Bttccessftil in floating the St. Midiael, a 
hundred sailors were detached on boajd 
on the 17th, to their assistance; and 
not long afterwards, she was anchored 
off the New mole. It was pi'culiarly 
fortunate tliat she grounded on a bank 
of ^atid, though she was surrounded 
with locks : her bottom was therefore 
little iujun^d. Sir Charles* Knowles, 
Bart., who had iK^en formerly on this 
station, was appointed to conimuiid her. 
The wind hail now changed to the 
Fouth-west; and, in the forenoon of the 
same day, a British fVigate appeared 
from the w*cst. She made a signal 
when off Enropa, which being an- 
swered by our Meet, she immemateJy 
joined them. At night, tlic gun-bouts 
being heard in the bay, our batteries 
Were manned to receive tliem ; but, 
upon a gun being fired from tlie St 
Michael, tliey threw up their lockets 
and retunied. Some were of opinion 
that they meditated an attempt to cut 
her out. I'lie 18th, the wind again 
came about to the cast ; and the Bulialo, 
with eleven of the missing transjxirts, 
arrived in the course of the day. I'hcse 
ships, as M'e had conjectured, hud se|[ u- 
rated from the fleet, and were pro- 
ceeding to the place of rendezvous, 
w hen, not hearing any firing, and the 
wind veering about, they returned, and 
were vei'y near joining the combined 
fleets, but discovered tlieir eri'or time 
enough to rectify it. The missing ves- 
Sid, they informed us, liad been taken 
by the enemy, some days before, off 
Malaga; and, having on board the 
wives and baggage of the two regiments 
which were on lioard the fleet, and 
were intended for our reinforcement, 
her capture greatly distressed those 
corps, and the garrison heartily con- 
doled with them. I'he lAitona, in her 
return to the fleet, chased and boarded 
a vvsKel, which proved to be a Spanish 
fire-ship. The crew, deserting her, 
were conducted, 1^ two gun-boats 
tending, b* a xelieque at some distance, 
which afterwards went into Ceuta, 
'i'be prize was sent into the bay. About 
noon, 4 or 5 men-of-war arrived from 
the fleet, with the 25tb and 59th regi- 
ments. Lord Mulgravct who cons* 
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maudcd the diMuiliarkation, lauded 
the tr«H»p8 with the greatest expedition 
undw tho line-wall at the New mole, 
Koaia and Camp bays, and returned to 
l^rd llowe off Tetuun. The two re- 
giments were encamped Ifcfore ten 
o'clock at night ; the former liehiiid the 
iMirracks, the latter Windmill- 

hill. We now learned timt the admiral, 
having accomplished the object of the 
axpeditioii, intended to embrace the fa- 
vourable opjiortunity of the win^l, and 
immediately return to the westward. 
In the course of the night, the fire-ship 
brought in by Capt. (!7onway was pur- 
posely set on and being anchored 
apart from the shipping, blew up with- 
out doing any <laniage. The Latona 
soon afterwards joined tlie British fleet. 
Capt. Vallottoii, the governor’s first 
aide-de-camp, embarked in her to bear 
home the governor’s public dispatches. 
Capt. Curtis also went in her, to com- 
niunicati.* information from the governor 
to lAird Howe ; and did not return. 

At daybreak on the 19th, both fleets, 
to our great astonishment, were in 
sight ; the combined fleets being some 
ieugues to windwawi. When the Bri- 
tish fleet was abreast of Kuropa, Lord 
Howe dispatched the Tisiphone fire- 
sliip, with a further supply of powder 
collected from the fleet. The Bri- 
tish fleet afterwards put before the 
wind, and stood, under an easy sail, in 
close order to the westward. The von 
of the combined fleet, composed of 
French ships, followed with a press of 
canvass at some distance. By two 
o’clock p.M. lA>rd Howe's fleet was out 
of sight ; but the Spanish ships sailing 
heavily, it was night before they dis- 
appeared. Though fully convinced of 
the prudence of his lordship’s conduct, 
it was no very pleasing prospect for a 
British garrison to behold a British 
fleet, though inferior in force, lead the 
enemy. At night, tlie wind chan^ 
to the south-west ; and the succeeding 
day, a brisk cannonade was heard from 
that quarter. This, however, could not 
proct^ed from the action which after- 
wards took place between the fleets, as 
the firing was heard early in the morn- 
ing. Some time on the 19th, a raard 
of 2 subalterns and 96 men was oraored 


[ fVom the 25th and 59th regiments on 
board the St. Michael, where they re- 
mained till she was completely repaired 

Several large ships were observed; 
on the 20tb, to be anchored at sqpae 
distance from Algeziras; and, as six 
or seven were conjecture to be fire- 
ships, precautions were accordingly 
taken, and the liatteries from South 
bastion to Europa ordered, in cose 
alaim, to be doubly manned. The 
enemy, the same day, got off the man- 
of-war which ran ashore near their 
grand magazine. In the evening some 
movements were observed in tlie French 
camp ; and on the succeeding day most 
of the tents were struck. In the after- 
noon, the resident Spanish priest was 
confined to bis house, for holding con- 
versation with some of the prisoners on 
Windmill-hill. The enemy’s cannon- 
ade was still continued, upon an average 
of about 500 or 600 rounds in the 24 
hours. They lined some part of the 
new boyau with fascines, and raised a 
few traverses in the rear, notwithstand- 
ing our brisk fire : they were, however, 
prevented from making any additious 
of consequence. On the 22nd, a pola- 
cn» arrived from Alfjiers, with iAtelli- 
gence from the British consul, that 
Lord Howe had sailed for the relief of 
Gibraltar. Happily his lordship had 
effected that business, and, probably, lie- 
fore they at Algiers were ki formed of 
the British fleet having left England. 

The extreme distress which me gar- 
rison had. experienced in the close of 
the yeara 1779 and 1780, and the grea** 
profits which from the ei^igencies of 
those periods had arisen to the adven- 
turers who ran the hazard of a ^voyage 
with provisions for our relief, wer6 by 
this time pretty generally known at 
home. The favourable opportunity of 
a safe convoy under the British fleet, 
prompted, therefore, many masters of 
transpA't^ some of whdln nad been in 
the prison before, daring the war, to 
lay in a stock of various articles, with 
the prospect that the distresses of their , 
friends might afford these tnily^ hu- 
mane and generous pisiriots an occasion 
to sell them, on their arrival, at their 
own prices" Althoogh thdte supplies 
were most highly acceptable, yet tht 
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gafirifion was not at this time in such 
absolute need of their assistance, os to 

' pnrchase them at those enormous prices 
which before had been given with plen- 
snre ; nor in justice did we think, m)m 
the little risk the adventurers ran, that 
they deserved such immense pi’ofits. 
A committee of officers from every 
corps assemblcMl on the aai-d, *to cou- 
jider* what measures to pursue in order 
to prevent such impositions in future ; 
and, as ever}' article brought to the 
garrison was sold at public auction, it 
was unanimously agreed, that a cer- 
tain price should be fixed u{K)n each 
article, allowing such profit as might 
reasonably be thought adequate to the 
haxard: and, when the estimate was 
published, every officer, I believe, 
pledged his honour not to exceed the 
terms therein specified. (See A])p.) 

The pnident and manly regulation of 
tlie committee was strictly attended to 
for alK)ut a fortnight, but it had not 
that immediate effect we expt^cted : 
many of our generous countrymen, ra- 
ther than disj^se of their ventures for 
a profit of 150, and in some instances 
300 per cent., very lilx'rally determined 
not tcFIand them,” but to sell them for a 
trifling advantage at Lislxm, or else- 
where. in their way home. We should 
nevertheless have soon got the better 
of their ol)stinacy had we continued 
determined aaiid consistent ourselves; 
but some individuals who preferred 
self-gratification to the public good, 
beginning to evade the agreement, the 
wholb was cancelled and the demands 
of t^ie adventurers became afterwards 
as exorbitant, if not more so than lie- 
fgre. ^ little de[jendence is there 
upoir the aflherence of a multitude to 
any sumptuary regulations, however 
essential to their rcA interest 

The mnrtar-boats, on the night of 
the 2^rd, paid us a visit, and did con- 
aiderable damage. Their shellfe' were 

‘ chiefly directs towards the New 
mole, 'rtie Hector cutter, in goveni- 

• ment service, was sunk by a shell, and 

• everything on board lost. Several other 
vesseTs narrowly escaped the same fate. 
We fired apoii.tbem from Willis's and 
the Old mole; but their ^^u-boats 
were silent* The 24th. we observed 


that the enemy liad struck the tents of 
four or five battalions and two regi^ 
ments were seen this day pnarching 
along the beach. The day following 
some baggage was observed removing 
from tlic Ouke's quarters ; which gave 
us great lnp(‘8 that his Grace was pre- 
{lariug to leave the camp, and that inat- 
ters were verging towai*ds a conclusion. 
In the evening a deserter came in, a 
native rataloiiian. He informed us 
there had beiui an engag<*meiit between 
the British and combined fleets, but 
could give us no particulars. He fiir- 
ther told us that their camp was break- 
ing up: 16 bnttiilions had already 
marched away, and othei*s were prepar- 
ing to decamp: that they bod ceased 
to work in their a I proaches: and that 
their niglit-guards ronsisted of 4000 
men, under the command of two bri- 
gadter-geiieruls : concluding with ac- 
quainting us, tliat the winter camp 
Ixdbre the garrison was to consist of 
20,000 men : that iidilitional guii-hoatb 
were building to constantly harass 
us; and that a corporal and 12 men 
were stationed in the gardens to pre- 
vent dew*rtion. The 2i tli, the tents oc- 
cupied by the Duke’s corps eneumped 
liefore Buena Vista were struck : which 
ser%'ed to increase our ]iopei>, that the 
prospect was not far distant of an end 
to our fatigues. Don Jnun Moreno left 
the garrison the same day, with a flag 
of truce. Our boat could not learn any 
further account of tlie engagement ; but 
the officers were informed, that a gene- 
ral peace was ex]M.*cted, as tlic inde- 
pendence of America hud been acknow- 
ledged by (Jr rent Britain. 

More battalions left the enemy's 
camp on the 27tb: their cannonade 
nevertheless was continued, and seve- 
ral shot ranged as far as the entrance 
of Windmill-hill ; a distance of alxiut 
5(MK) yards. Their camp was still de- 
creasing on the 26th and 29th ; and 
we judged from our observations, that 
about 23 battalionsi with a brigade of 
artillery, bad marched into the coun- 
try. The last deserters said many had 
taken their route to Cadiz. The 3(lth, 
we olwerved the enemy had stationed a 
guard under the rock near the Devil's 
tow'er. lliey were taken some r otice 
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of by our artillery, who endeavoured to 
annoy them with small projectiles from 
the.sumniit of the northern front The 
Tisiphone, Captain Sandys, with five 
or SIX ordnance-ships (having 160 Jews 
on board), sailed for England early in 
the morning of the 31st The same day, 
a soldier of the U7(h regiment was killra 
at Rosia, by a long-range shot from 
the isthmus. This shot must have 
ranged more than two miles and a 
half 

I'hree deserters came in on the 2nd 
and 4th of November, but could give 
no satisfactory information relative to 
the action between the fleets. They 
said the French troops had quitted the 
camp with the Royal volunteers. The 
enemy's camp continued to break up 
on the 7tli and 8th ; though some of 
the regiments, it was imagined, took 
possession of the large building east- 
want of Point Mala, which had l)cen 
built for a hospital. On the 7th, two 
men-of-war and a sloop (supix)sed to be 
French, from the West InduM>) passed 
td the eastward. The Spatiisli gun- 
boats seemed to suspect they were ene- 
mies, and intended to come in ; as they 
were in motion, and appeared to m* 
preparing for an attack. The 8th, 23 
gun-boats paraded at a short distance 
h*om the garrison, extending in a line 
a-head to the southward. We expected 
an attack uik>u the St. Michael ; but, 
au easterly wind springing up, they re- 
turned. They hud scarcely got back, 
when a signal was made at Cabrita 
Point; and they again put almut. Our 
attention was eiigagetl by this manoeu- 
vre ; and, upon investigating the cause, 
we discovered a sloop standing towarcl 
the garrison from the eastward. If 
this vessel hod continued the course she 
then steered, she might undoubtedly 
have reached the rock : whether, how- 
ever, it was owing to the westerly cur- 
rent off Europa, or the ignorance of 
the crew, we could not detennine ; in 
tlie course of au *hoiir she drove ro 
considerably to leeward as to be out 
of the protectiou of our guns, and, after 
rt'ceiving several discharges of round 
and grape from the gun-boats, was 
hn.irded the enemy. Sir Charles. 
Knowles, mrt. (who since Captain Cur- 


tis’s departure coiniuunded in the bay), 
ordered several barges out to her aa- 
sistanee, but to no porpoae. A boat; 
with hve of her crew, eacaped to the 
rarrison, and infonned oa she jvaa 
laden with sugar and tea from Fal- 
mouth. Soon afterwards a Daniali 
dogger was brought to an anchor in 
the bay, by a gun from Europa : she 
was laden with rice and pilchaim from 
England. A flag of truce on the 9th 
went with a letter to the Duke ; and, in 
the evening, another brought over En- 
sign Lewis, of the .58111 regiment, with 
a quarter-master and a volunteer of the 
2.5th, who had been taken in the Mi- 
nerva brig, with the baggage, Ac., of 
the 2.5th and 59th regiments. This 
flag also brought over other prisoners. 
Hy these gentlemen, we learned that 
an engagement had taken place between 
Lord Howe and Adminil Cordova, and 
that the latter was returned into port 
with his fleet much shattered. 

After the departure of the fleets, 
little attention was paid by the enemy 
to the blockade. Not one cruiser w'as 
now to lie seen in the Straits or to the 
eastward, and few vessels of force were 
stationed at Cabrita Point. Thfi: idea 
of gaining Gibraltar, either by force or 
stratagem, seemed at length to be to- 
tally relinquished. Their cannonade 
from the land nevertheless was conti- 
nued; but, as it gradual l}*diminished, 
and scarce exceedeil at this tipic 250 
rounds in the 24 hours, we imagined 
it would in a shoit time totally cease. 
The St. Philip’s Castle, and seVeral 
ordnance-ships, had left (he bay the 
evening of the 8th; and, on the Idth 
and I2tli, two light vessels caqje to Aj- 
gexiros, which, from their appearance, 
were thought to be of the latter. On 
the 1 2th, a flag of truce went with a 
letter to the Duke. Whilst it was out 
tlie enemy’s guii-lKiats commenced a 
smart S^tnuonade upuiPthc St. Micliael 
( which was now refitted), wl|ilst their ' 
mortar- boats bombarded our qamp. 
We returned their fire, and tyfo of the * 
niortar-boats retired very early, ^ the • 
others following thenain amut an nbur. 
Three or four shot were’fired through 
the St. M&iael, but no ofher damage 
was receivc'd. Our ^g y^tiimed Juet 
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M the cannonade ceaeed. As it ap- 
peared probable that the eueiny miaht 
renew their attacks upon the prize, Co- 
lonel Williams, who commanded the 
artUlery, ordered more mortars to be 
distributed along the sea-line, from the 
King's baittion to the New mole fort. 
The 1.0th, a repment c^nitted their 
camp; and at night their workmen 
raised aliout 20 traverses in the rear of 
•their advanced lioyau, extending from 
the narallel almiit half the length of the 
work. Our fire at this period was va- 
riable. The day folloM»ing, between 
20 and 30 transports, with troops on 
board, sailed inder convoy of two fri- 
gates for the westM ard. Their artillery^ 
also about this time removed most of 
the ordnance from their park to the 
landing place, where we numbered 
30 cannon and 5 mortars, with a 
great iniantity of shot and shells ready 
for embarkation. Tin* 1 7th, a xebeque 
and seveml armed vessels and gun- 
boats anchored at ('ahrita Point, as if 
they had determined to renew the block- 
ade. Three days after, all the Spanish 
prisoners taken in the St. Michael (ex- 
cept!^ a few who chose to remain be- 
hind^ were sent to the camp. The 
Spanish officers, on this occasion, in- 
fontied us that there had lieeii an en- 
gagement between the British and 
coinhiiifd ^*et8, which had ended to 
the advanti$^e of the fonner. In the 
evening of the 20th, a party of alnnit 
100 men Avere seen to co from the east- 
ern part of the eiieinvs parallel to the 
hack of, the rock. We could not at 
that time avcoiiDt for the inarching of 
these troops. 'I'lie small craft coiiti- 
miiHj atkvubrita Point ; the men-of-wor 
and larger vessels being at anchor off 
the Ofahge-grove. J^oiir sail of the line 
and three frigiites, beside xeheques, &c., 
were now in the liay. The enemy, on 
the 2 1 St and Jind, embarked a vast 
quantity of powder from their grand 
niagaziiit on lx)ard the inen-of-war. 
Most of the spare ordnance had already 
•liecn shipped on iioard, and others were 
«*em(Pviug dmly toward the beach. 

Two boats grifved on the 23rd from 
Portugal : th<?y brought ce^in intelli- 
gi;nce of the pi’eceding actiftt between 
the flect^ .Theqiarticulars of this iu- 


telligence were*, that a paioial action 
had taken place between the British of 
34 ships, and the combined tk,*ets of 46 
ships of tlie line ; that, though the la^ 
ter had the weather-gage, they stu- 
diously avoided a close engagement; 
and, after a cannonade of sever^ hours, 
hauled their wind and directed their 
course to Cadiz. The same day Lieu- 
tenant John M*Kenzie, of the 73rd, was 
dangerously wounded at Willis’s. Ths 
cuemv’sfire now scarcely exceeded 150 
ronnas. Two more lioais got in from 
Faro the night of the 26th. Our suc- 
cess in obtaining tlK*8e welcome sup- 
plies rendered the enemy more vimlant 
and active to intercept them. Every 
lK)at, even fritmds, which approached 
the rock, mised their suspicion. 

Though ov<‘ry upp(‘arance in their 
camp indicated that they had given up 
all ho|K*s of subduing the garrison by 
forci*, their parties on tlie isthmns con- 
tinued to be very busy, and some even- 
ings they made additions of traverses 
to their works. Heavy timber was also 
brought forward to the parallel, but 
for what purpose we could not then 
imagine. Their advanct*d parties had 
likewise the audacity frequently to a|)- 
proach half-w.*iy ujioii the causeway 
from Bay-side; hut, the artillery Inn^- 
ing orders to scour the gardens, and 
the neighlamrliood of Bay-side, with 
grape from the Old mole, their curi- 
osity in a short time was pretty well 
C(M)led. Toward the dost* of tliis month, 
the enemy's fire t>ecame more faint and 
ill directed, whilst ours was more ani- 
mated and effectual. Our engineers 
continued to he constantly engaged. 
The rebuilding of the whole flank of 
the Prince of Orange’s bastion, 120 
feet in length, with solid masonry 
(which was now nearly finished), in 
ffie face of such powerful artillery, can 
scarcely bt* paralleled in any siegit. 

In the lieginniiig of lX*eeiuher, the 
Achilles ordnance ship, with two or 
three boats, arrived from England and 
Portugal. The 6tli, a Venetian ship 
was driven by tlie current under the 
^ns of Europe. We fired to bring 
her to, and the master instantly came 
ashore and informed .us shg was bound 
to London; but, before he could re* 
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tuiUt his vessel was boarded by tliree 
g^-boats, which towed her to Alge- 
ziras. The master then came into the 
nrrison, and at night was permitted to 
follow his vessel. The following even* 
ing a German deserted to us from the 
Walon guards. He informed us that 
the enemy stationed every evening a 
guard of 300 men near the Devifs 
tower, wliere they had miners at work 
in a cave, hoping to form a mine to 
blow up the north part of the rock. We 
paid no kind of attention at first to this 
intelligence, so ridiculous and even 
chimerical the scheme appeared. Re- 
collecting, however, that a party had 
been oliserved to march that way some 
evenings before, and remarking, upon 
a closer inspection, that every evening 
a numerous liody of men approached 
along the eastern shore toward that 
quarter, we la^gan to give some credit 
to tliis singular information."' The 
almve des(>rtcr also informed us that 
tlie eueiiiy liud removed some ordnance 
from the parallel, hut that their guards 
and advanced parties were still very 
stnnig. 

By this period, our engineers had 
penetrated a consideruhle distance in 
the gallery nlmve Furringdoii’s liattery, 
and had opened .5 embrasures to the 
front of the rock ; and, to have a more 
secure communication to this singular 
work, a covered way was sunk, by 
blasting the rock from the above-men- 
tiouea battery to the entrance of the 
gallery. The success with which this 
work had been prosecuted, aud the 
considerable advantages which pro- 
mised to result fram it when finished, 
induced the governor to order that a 
similar battery, but only for 2 guns, 
should he made in the rock near 
Crouchett's battery, above the Prince 
of Hesse's Imstiou; and the workmen 
had now made some advances therein. 
On the 12th, a guard-boat of the St. 
Michael, with 2 officers and 7 sailors, 
went over to the dhemy. We after- 


• In 1727, the heiiiogere formed the de8i;'n 
of hlnwin^t up Willla a batierlea by a mine; 
but It i<i imagined they found it impracticable, 
as they nn^«-/ attemp**d to aprlng tho mine, 
tbou||h the Journal of that Siege mentiona it 

vaa lfiadt>d. 


wards learned- from the oflioers, wBo 
returned in a flag of truce, that the 
sailors rose upon them, sa^ng they 
were resolved to go over to the enemy : 
that Lieut. Small, who comDiarided.:me 
boat, drew his hanger, and attempted a 
stroke at the man who was spokesman 
upon the occasion; but that he was 
knocked down by the coxswain with 
the tiller of the rudder: that, whilst 
he was thus senseless, they liad it in- 
debate to throw him overboard; but, 
by the intercession of the young mid- 
shipman, he was preserved, and, when 
taken ashore, was some time before he 
recovered. 

The enemy's parties under the rock, 
near tlie tower, began now to 

engage our curiosity. Every part of 
the north front was explored, en- 
deavour, if (Kissible, to discover what 
they wcr(‘ aliout. At lengtli, on the 
l.5tn, a place was found aliove Green's 
lodge, whence we could distinguish a 
part of their work. The communica- 
tion with this post, being along a level 
beach, was greatly exposcnl to our fire. 
When their parties were discovered 
advancing from the east flank ol' the 
64-gun battery, our artillery at Willis's 
and on the heights prepared to salute 
them. They were permitted to ap- 
proach unmolested within 20(1 or .*100 
yards, when a general volley was dis- 
charged of eohorti-shells, Vrith grape, 
seconded by the mortars on the levant 
liattery, loaded with hand-shells, or 
grenades, quilted together. A cAcry/ce, 
or mine, was sometimes sprung upon 
them from the top, when foey Tiad 
nearly got under the rock ; the stones 
from which added not a little *n their 
confusion and loss. Notwithstanding 
that they were iu this manner obliged 
ever}’ evening to po^ the gantelo'pe of 
our fire, they continued to bring ma- 
terials, and maintained their post with 
surprisNig obstinacy. ^Some of the 
guard were seen frequently, in the day, 
to advance from their cover: a party 
of Corsicans, who hitherto Imd done no . 
other duty than guard the prisoners .on 
Windmill-hill, were iKdercId therefore 
to the post above Green's 'lodge, to fire 
wall-piccest upon those that appeared 

from below . • 



’ 1 T 82 .J 


SIEGE OP GIBRALTAR 


15 : 


^ fidig of truce went from tlie ^r- 
rison on the 1 7th. The Spanieh aide- 
de-camp informed uh thatpreliminarieg 
of a ^neral peace were expected to be 
signed in the course of the month. The 
succeeding day another flag went from 
the governor with letters to the Duke : 
it h£l scarcely returned, when ^u 
and mortar boats commenced a spiiiteci 
attack upon the St. Michael, and other 
flhips, at anchor off Buena Vista. 
Since these Ijoats had made a custom 
of firing upon the garrison, we never 
remark^ them to be arranged with 
more judgment, or to liehuvc with 
greater gallantry, than they did on tliis 
occasion. The mortar-boats composed 
the centre division, and a division of 
gun>boats was arraiigtsl on each flank ; 
Uieir line of liattle extending about 2 
miles. They got tlieir distance the 
first round, and retained it with such 
precision, that almost every shell fell 
within 50 yards of tlie 8t. Michael, 
which -was the chief object of their 
attack. The 74th shell fell on board, 
about mid-ship ; pierced the first, and 
broke on the loM’cr deck ; killed 4, and 
wounded i1 sailors, ii of them inor- 
• tally. • After this accident. Sir ('harles 
Knowles, being apprehensive of the 
most fatal consequences if a shell 
should fall into the magazine, removed 
the iwwdcr, through the opposite port- 
lioles, into aJaunch, which M'ns iitimc- 
diately towea under the rock ; 8o bar- 
rels, which could not be removed, 
were thrown into the sea. The eiienipr 
still Yiiaintained a wann fire, hut, it is 
imagiucd,*did not observe that any had 
fallen on ^)oard the ship. Several 
shells carried away ornaments and 
parts* of fter rigging : foi tunately how'- 
ever she received no further injury. 
Not. one shell ctime ashore from the 
boats. Captain (iib^on, at the com- 
mencChieui of the action, rowed out 
with 8 gun-1 .oa Is from the Ne^^niole, 
and verj' warmly attacked their north- 
ern diviAon. On his appearing in 
motion, 3 parapet bouts advanced from 
the Orange-grove to take our boats in 
flankf ()ne .of Hjis numl)er wag how- 
ever soon disabled by the garrison, and 
the other two joined the l^ain lx)dy. 
When the enemy had expended their 


ammnuitlon, the mortar-boats retired, 
and the gun-boats covered their retreat 
in a most lieautiftil maimer. "I'hey 
stood towards the Oiwuge-gfove, and 
embarked some of their crews on board 
the men-of-war. Three of the line-of* 
battle ships, two frigates, and a xebeone, 
with several bouili-ket^es, and otlier 
vessels, which were all laden widi mi- 
litary stores, sailed to the westward. 
The enemy's laud batteries, as is men- 
tioned before, were gradually diminish- 
ing in their 111 %* ; but, upon tliis oeea- 
sion, they Bup^iorted the boats from 
the bay witli a very animated addi- 
tional cannonade. 

The remainder of the enemy's shim, 
laden with military stores, sailed on ue 
night of the ]<>th from the Oran^ 
grove to tlie westward. The wind 
continued easterly; and, on the suc- 
ceeding night, or rather the morning 
t»f the 21 St, blew so strong a gale, that 
the St. Michael was driven from her 
anchors more than half-hay over: 
every exertion was made to ri'covcr 
her htutioii, hut all proved ineffectual ; 
when fortunately an eddy-wind brought 
her nUmt, and Sir (Charles Knowles 
was happy to run her aground within 
the New mole on a saiid-bank south of 
the tank. The gale was so powerful 
on Windmill-hill, that the tents of thf 
.'itrth regiment were tom from tin 
pickets, and carried a considerable dis- 
tance from the cump-gronnd. I'o ob- 
viate the like disagreeable circum- 
stances in future, that regiment was 
removed to encamp in SoutnjKirt ditch, 
opiiositG Sydow's (formerly llardeu- 
berg's) regiment. This arraiigetnent 
obliged the town-parade to be changed : 
and the guards afhTwards assembled 
on the Red sands, which continui*8 at 
this time to be the general parade. In 
the course of the day, the St. Michael 
was warpi*d into d«.*ep water, ^ and 
moored in the New mole. At night a 
deserter came in ; he informed us tliat 
the enemy had 20 miners at work near 
the Devil’s tower, protected Iw a 
strong guard; that we annoyed uieir 
coramnuication witli that post very 
much, and every evening killed and 
wounded many men. In eonoequence 
of this intelligence, car fire toward 
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thit quarter 'WBK iiicrrascil. A fla^of 
truce, on 'the 20th, had informed us 
that the women belonging to the ^ftth 
and r>9thVegiments were at the enemy's 
camp, waiting more moderate weather, 
to be sent by water into tlie garrison. 
The 22nd, they were received ; but, 
upon their landing, they were con- 
ducted to the Naval hospital, where 
some few of them were detained by 
the faculty ns exceptionable. Lieut. 
Small, of the naw, came over on the 
2.‘lnl, in a dag of truce. He told ns 
the enemy's small eraft had materially 
suflered from the storm w'hich liad so 
greatly endangered the St. Michael. 
The Due de Crillon, the day follow- 
ing, visite<l the parallel, and was pre- 
sent in the western l)oyau, whilst an 
engineer picketed out a work at the 
extremity of it, near the beach. At 
intervals, we could now distiiictly hear 
the explosion of the mines iu the 
eneniy 8 caive or galleiy at tlie Devil’s 
tower. Few intni weiH* however to Ik; 
seen in that noighbourhoo<l ; though at 
night they continued the reliefs, and 
brought materials as usual. 

In the afternoon of the 2.5th, being 
Christmas-day, we olwerved the gun 
and mortar boats in motion, and, about 
four o’clock, 18 of the former and 11 of 
the latter ndvaticed from Algeziras, ap- 
parently with an intention of renew-iiig 
their attack upon the unfortunate St. 
Michael : but. 1 1 of our gun-boats, un- 
der the personal ordc*r.s of Sir Charles 
Knowles, op]iosing them, the centre di- 
vision of iiiortur-lxYiits, and the soutli- 
wanl division, stood toward Europa, and 
began a warm lx)mbardmeut upon our 
camp ; throwing their shells indisc'-iini- 
nately from Windmill-hill to South 
shed. Our gun-hoats in this action be- 
haved with ^*at gallantly, directing 
their opposition entirely' apainst the 
mortar-lmuts ; the fire or which they in 
a great measure diverted from the ship- 
ping. A blind shell nevertheless fell 
into the ward-roon^ of the St. Michael ; 
and another shell carried away the 
niizeu-mast of the Porcupine frigate, 
and burst in the state cabin. Seven or 
eight shells fell within the hospital-wall; 
one exploded in a ward, and killed and 
wouudtd several of tlie sick. Several 


[chap. VII t. 

houses and sheds were also destroyed,* 
and others considerably injured. In 
short, it was thought to be the warmest 
attack we bad ever experienced from 
the gun-boats; and our men, being 
mostly in spirits after their Christmas 
dinner, were consciiueutly less u*)on 
their guard. One was kilhxl, and seven 
were wounded, in the camp. As our 
artillery had time to prepare, tlie ene- 
my’s cannonade was returned wit> 
great viracity; but the moitar-boats 
and south wara division had taken so 
judicious a station, that few ordnance 
could Imj brought to bear upon them. 
We hod nevertheless some reason to 
conclude their loss was superior to our 
own. Their land batteries ( with the 
addition of Fort St. Philip and the 
Hlack battery, which had licim .silent 
some time) uftou this occasion, as niKui 
the lust, inci*easod their fire upon the 
town. We therefore had the enemy 
ii|)on oar whole front, from Europa 
Point to Landixirt. At a quarter pu.*«t 
six o'clock the iiiortar-lM>ats retired, 
and were covered in their retreat by 
the gun-hoats, as k^foiv.* This dis- 
honourable and cruel mode of prose- 
cuting the w'ar, we had rea.son tq.tliink, 
would l>e continued till a peace should 
put an end to all hostilities-. The ene- 
my had !x*en very industrious in iin- 
pri'ssing this pleasing information on 
the memories of the womi*n who had 
l)een lately detained by tue weather iu 
their camp. They were told, fiir their 
comfort, that, os the besieging arni^ 
had been reluctantly compelled io re 
linquish the idea of recovering Gibral- 
tar, they w^ere detennincil' to hara'.s 
and alarm the garrison by .<iuecessivc' 
attacks from tlic gun and lno^^ar )x>uvs 


* It WM ilnring thi ^ attack that tlye matf- 
riala from which thia work is oompileirwpu* 
in the moa^ imminent danger of imintt.entireU 
destroyed.- A IS-inehshell from the enemy - 
mortai^^oata. falling almt#} the camp guard, 
rolled along the mail leading from liuena. 
Vista and entered the authors marquee, 
hrti&hing the pillow of his bed, and hMiging 
close! V under the corner of the Itedsteai) .. 
though lighted when it entereii, and though, 
its force mint have heen greatly spentc in the * 
ricochets U'fore it ent<4^, the fuse luck 11]* 
broke as it lo<lged w ithin/ hnd the marqnee 
with its cc^enta, by that foftopate clrcuro 
stance was preservedi. • 
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v]|ich, fin* the purpose of having regu^ 
lar reliefs, were to i»e iiiereused in imin- 

• her : thus, by beiitg expo8e<i to a re- 
‘ vengefhl enemy, the prospect liofore 

ns promised to be more irksome and 
▼exttiouB than the more iuturestiug 
period which luid passed. 

Although the enemy's fire from the 
isthmus WHS almost dis^miitinued, the 
TOvcrtior, towards the conclusion of 
#h?ceinber, nnule up for tlieir deficiency 
by a more animated discharge than 
usual; every night the whole north 
front Hpp(*ared a continued line of fire. 
The Devil’s tow'er cliiefiy engaged his 
attention : their guard at this post w as 
gfmerully relieved almut fk^veii or eiglit 
o'cloek in the evening, if not prevented 
by our fire. 'Hie work of sand-bugs, 
whieh we could sec from one spot, was 
totally destroyed ; and the sloping tim- 
bers which they iiad placed aginnst the 
rock to probct them from tlie over- 
head fire, were mucii shuttered by the 
weighty fnigirients of rock which were 
hurled u]h)ii tliem fixtin above. The 
night of the 'J7th, the enemy opt'iied 
three enibrastires in the epniilineiit at 
the east end of the C4-gun Ijuttery. The 
' embr^ures were then masked, and, the 
aiieeeeding evening, were faced with 
fascines. The night of the 29th, they 
raised a work of sand-bags, of aliout 
loo feet ill exUmt, at the western ex- 
tremity of die new Imyau. It was 
picketed oiirwheii the Duke was pre- 
sent, and extended to the rear at right 
angles with the cpaulmeiit. The 3(ith, 

1 9 gun and mortar boats came out of 
the river fahiiones, where they gene- 
rally TPC'tirecf to n*pttir, after firing upon 
the garriron. The evening of the suc- 
cdbd'mg lieing very calm, and some 
movements being ohserveil amongst 
them, ,we cxpectec^ would com- , 
meuce the new year with another visit : 
but we were * happily disappointed. | 
Since we w'ere efficiently persii^ed of 

• the conduct which the enemy hTO de- 
terioined*to pursue for the remainder 

. of thft war, the governor again adopted 
. ihe idea of retaliation : the gun inouuU'd 
’ on Cfilonel Williamsou’s elevated car- 
riage was reario^?d to the Old mole 
head, aud other preparation%were made 
to annoy, their camp wheiFthe boats 


should renew their attack. In tlie 
course of DceembcT several vessnls aud 
boats arrived with stores and supplies. 
Others likewise left the bay, ftud fiags 
of truce frequeutly passed lictwt^eii the 
governor and the Duke. Their pui'port 
was not, however publicly kiioa u. 

The last day of December, a party 
of the navy fished up one of tlie guns 
fi'oin the wreck of toe battering-ships *, 
and the following day, the Ist iif Ja- 
nuary, 1783, ihe gtui, which was of iron 
and a JH-pounder, was drawn in pro- 
cession by the llritish tars, with a Spa- 
nish ensign, which had been taken 
from on board one of the ships, dis- 
played over it, and attended by a bund 
of music, playing **God save the 
King.” ♦ 

Our obseiwations made upon the 
enemy’s proceedings at the Devils 
tower were as yet very unsatisfactory, 
though, by the enterprising activity of 
a Serjeant iti tlie artificers, wc knew 
that they wen* in reality at work in a 
cave : for he had desoendi*d, by means 
of ropes and ladders, so low down the 
face of- the rock as to st*e the mouth of 
the cave, and hear the people converse. 
Early, therefore, on the moniiug of 
the 4lb, thn*e of the governor’s stall* 
went ill a barge, jgroteetod by two guii- 
lioats, to reeounoitre this jiost. Their 
curiiHtity prompted tbeiii to aupmadi 
nearer than was perha)»5 pruueiit, as 
the guard fired musketry upon them, 
and a gun or two were discharged from 
Fort Imrhara. Soon aft<*i' they returned, 
the new a-gun battery, at the east end 
of the fi4-guii battery, was utimaskc'd, 
though the guns were imd(‘r metal. In 
the iS'ternoon of the same day, the ^un 
and mortar boats advanred in tw'o divi- 
sions from Aigc'/iras, and, when hulf- 
bay over, were joiiitnl by a third divi- 
sion of five from Cabrita Point, consist- 
ing in all of thirty-three. 'I’lie centre 
division of sixteen, principally rnorlar- 

* Mnnv more of yunn \*«*resflrrwfirda 
recovereil from ihr wrerkii ; imd roosc of them, 
tieing of l)ra»!i, wore aolcl ; the prodiieft of »h« 
wiles, end other moneya «ti»ing fntm the head- 
money granted by Parliament for the batter* 
ing'ships, and the nle of the St. Michael prisa, 
wore proportioned in shares to lh« garrison 
and marine biigade,— See Appendis 
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boats, was warmly attacked by Sir 
Chiles Knowles, with eleven of ours, 
whilst the northern division was os 
briskly Annoyed from the King's bas- 
tion. This division of twelve gun-lioats 
had the boldness tc approach within 
the range of gni^ie, and suftered very 
considerably. One was undoubtedly 
sunk by a howitaer shell, and others 
were greatly damaged. Two of the 
roortar-briats were also driven fi'um 
the line, and several otliers were ol>- 
served to be in confusion. The land- 
batteries, which had Ijeen silent since 
the Duke had visited the lines on the 
2nd of January, seconded the attack by 
sea with a very animated fire. The bay 
being calm, and little wind blowing to 
carry off the smoke, the apiiearuiice of 
this attack altogether, from the extent 
of the front engaged, was tremendous. 
Lieutenant Holloway, of the engineers, 
aide-de-camp to General Green, was 
wounded by a spliiit:‘r of a shell, which 
fell optH)site to General de la Motte's 
quarters at the southward, whertf the 
staff' at the soiithwai'd usually assem- 
bled upon these occasions. Two nieii 
wer$> killed, and one wounded, in the 
garrison; but the seamen hud no ca- 
sualties. The St Michael also on this 
occasion escaped ; and it was remarked 
not one shell fell near the hospital. 
When the Imats had exi^ndcd S3 shot 
nud 2UI) shells, tliey retired : from the 
isthmus .'^78 shot and 102 shells were 
discharged in this short period. 

When onr artillery had put the Ixit- 
teries in order, a iwrty wa.s detached, 
obout eight in the evening, to die Old 
mole; and upward of lOU rounds of 
red-hot shot, with large and small 
shells, were thrown into the enemy's 
camp : all appeared to answer, except 
the heavy shells, the fuses of which 
M'cre in general too short for the range. 
The following morning, several pieces 
of a gun-boat, an oar, with some bread, 
garlic, &c., were seen ffoating in the Iwy, 
and gathered by oitr boats. Thisserv^ 
to strengthen our coujccturo of the pre- 
ciHliug evening, that one of their gun- 
boats had been sunk in the action. In 
the evening, about nine o’clock, our 
northern g^rds were surprised with a 
fiiddcu discharge of musketry on the , 
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causeway, and in the neij^hboorhood^o/^ 
Bay-side : it was immcdmtely returned 
fixun Laodport and die lines, with a 
few rounds of giape from Covert-port 
battery ; aftt;r which diere was a dead 
silence. The next morning a bl(.ody 
hat, with stiveral shot-holes through it, 
was taken up near Bay-side. We could 
nut otherwise account for this firing 
than by supposing that some of the 
enemy, attempting to desert, had bee;, 
observed and pursued. One or two of 
our own men in the Floche were 
wounded by the scattered grape-shot 
from the Covert-port l)atter>'. 

The evening of the 9th, the enemy 
paraded with only 23 boats, seemingly 
with an intention of renewing their at- 
tack upon the shipping and garrison ; 
but Sir CharK^s appearing with his 
small force, his opponents thought 
proper to retire. We were however 
alarmed, earty the next morning, by 
their firing upon the garrison: they 
approached very cautiously, and di- 
rectnl their fire towards the New mole. 
Sir diaries Knowles had his boats soon 
manned; but had not been long out 
before one of them was unfortunately 
sunk by a splinter from one of Ofjr own 
sliells which burst in the air. The 
crew were instantly taken up by their 
friends, and the Inml towed in. The 
land Imtteries opened os before, and 
continued firing until t^e boats re- 
treated. Our shipping received no 
damage, nor were any seamen hurt; 
but ill the garrison we had 1 killed 
and 15 or lt> w'ouiidcd, Upside a.. Jew, 
an inhabitant. One of their shells tCil 
into the north pavilion oC the South 
barracks, and burst upon tlie^ second 
floor : the officers were lueZiily. out ; 
for the rooms, aliove and liclow, were 
totally destroyed. . When tlie smoke 
had sufficiently dispersed, we numbered 
38 bouts, but (as their sterns were to- 
ward us) could not distingtiish how 
many carried mortars. The governor 
saluted their camp in the eve.iing front 
the Old mole. A Imat arrived on the^ 
11th from Faro, with dispatclics to the 
governor. The Brilliant frigatw was' 
ordered soon afterwards to be pre- 
pared for r'*a. 

The efiem^’s cannonade from the 
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land, except when the giin-boata fired, 

. was at this time so trifiing that it 
scarcely deserved the name of a con- 
tinuation. Onr engineers were there- 
for^employed in repairing the curtain 
of the Grand liattery, the north face 
and flank of Montague’s bastion, with 
t|ia adjoining curtain ; and, though the 
men were much expend in this duty, 
the enemy seldom if ever molested 
them. Their parties continued bring- 
ing various materials fh>m the parallel 
to the post at the Devil's tower. We 
never allowed them to pass, or even 
appear, without a tremendous volley 
of shells and gra|)e, and fragments of 
stoues discharge from the summit of 
the rock. But our artillery were not 
solely engaged with the enemy in this 
quarter; every annoyance that could 

devised was directed against them 
in all quarters. The ordnance, since 
the arnval of the last dispatches from 
Faro, were kept in as quick action os 
the metal would permit. A party of 
Corsicans were also stationed in tlie 
lines to punish their patroles, who fre- 
quently had the audacity to approach 
withirv a few yards of the extremity. 
The evenings of the 18th and 19tli, the 
enemy played off a number of rockets 
and other fireworks at Algesiras, ac- 
companied with several discharges of 
cannon« T^ey likewise saluted us 
from the lines with a volley of shells, 
and 21 rounds of shot. We could not 
divine the cause of these rejoicings. 
On the 2.5th some sparks of fire com- 
municating to an ammunition box at 
Middle-hiU ^ard, the contents blew 
up, and carrit^d away great part of the 
widl and* guard-house, bruising and 
burning several of the miard. The 
engineers were immediately ordered to 
repair me breach, and not quit the post 
till the* works were in their original 
state. A reinfiycement of a *£bal- 
tem from the line, with a drum 'and 
21 rank asd file, was ordered likewise 
fo joifi that guard every evening ; and 
other regulations relative to it were 
fstahUslied. . 

On the 29fh Li^t Angelo Raffaeli, 
of the Corsican company, wai slightly 
’ wounded in tlie lines. In the*evening, 
the gon and .BKirtar boats, in nnmber 


28, fired upon our shipping and the 
camp. They took their stations off £u- 
ropa and R^a, apparently detentfhied 
to avoid the fire mm the Kin^s bas- 
tion (which tliey had found so fhtal to 
these enterprises), and directed their 
fire principally against the Brilliant 
frigate, which was then at anciior off 
Buena Vista, and the St. Michael in the 
New mole. Their land batteries opened 
at the same time, directing a furious 
cannonade into the town, and along 
j onr northern fVont The garrison re- 
turned their fire with great vivacity, 
though not with their usual success. 
Our gun-boats were also unfbrtaxiate, 
one of them being damaged very early 
in tlie action, and obliged to be towed in. 
We had 3 men killed, and 1 1 wounded ; 
6 of wlmm went of the 59ih re^ment 
The enemy discharged from their boats 
236 shot and 225 shells ; and fWim the 
isthmus, 555 shot and 245 shells ; after 
which, the former retired, and the lat- 
ter were silent The next day 4 gun- 
iHiats fired upon the Brilliant, eit /nw- 
mni, but soon retired. At night, a 
soldier of the artillery, who had breu 
punished some nme before, threw him- 
self down the ptecipice from the 
Queen's battery at Willis’s : he passed 
so quickly by me men on duty, mat be 
was scarcely seen ; and was not known 
I till he was missing the next morning. 

I In the course of the mouth, one of the 
25th remmrut deserted, and another of 
the 58th (who had b(^n entertained 
fh>m the number that remained behind 
of the prisoners who were taken in the 
battering-ghips) was retaken in attempt- 
ing to get away. Two lioats came in 
aim from Faro, and a third was inter- 
cept in her passage. 

February was introduced by an ani- 
mated fire from the garrison. Every 
part of the enemy’s works felt the 
effects of our artillery. Thus affairs 
were proceeding, when, on the 2nd, 
letters from the Due de Crillon in- 
formed the governor that the preli- 
minaries of a general pc^liad been 
signed between Great Britain, Fraaoe^ 
and Spain. When the boots met, the 
Spaniards rose up with transports of 
joy, and cried out, ** We are sll friends ;* 
delivering the fetters with the, greatest 
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apparent Nitinfiictioii. They could not 
inform iib what were the terma of the 
peace ; wKch oocaaioned some anxiety 
m the garrison relative to the fate 
of Gibraltar. Previously to the boats 
meeting, the enemy discharged about 
3U roun^, blit never, after 3ie letters 
were delivered, fired upon the ^rrisoTi. 
Our artillery also censed in uic even- 
ing, Tlie Spaniards, the succeeding 
day, advanced firom their works, and 
conversed with our st'otries in the lines, 
expressing their satisfaction tluit we 
were no longer enemies. This inter- 
course was, however, forbidden by the 
^venior, who ordered the guards to 
inform those who approached our works 
tliat all correspondence of this nature 
was to be suspended, till official ac- 
counts were received from England of 
the peace. General Eliott answered 
the I)uko*8 letter on the 3rd, and or- 
dered the captain of artillery to fire an 
elevated shot, from Willis's, ov(5r any 
parties which might pass lM7twecn their 

K irallel and the Devil's tower. The 
uke, ou the 5th, informed the governor 
that the blockade by sea was discon- 
tiiiuiKl; in consequence of which, a 
placard whs published in the garrison, 
signifying that the port of Gibraltar 
was again open. About noon, an ele- 
vated gun was wantonly fired over 
their works, which was the last shot 
tired in this siege. 

This return of tranquil] itv, this pro- 
spect of plenty, and relief from the 
daily vexations of so tedious a siege, 
could not fail to ditfusc a general jov 
throughout the garrison. Indeed such 
feelings are seldom expcrieiiced ; th<>y 
baffle all attempts to describe them: 
far iH'yond the pleasure resulting from 
private instances of success or g(^ for- 
tune, ours was a social happiness; and 
the iienevolent sentiments acted upon 
the heart with additional energy, ou 
the pra«>pect of meeting those as friends 
with whom we l^d bi^u so long en- 
gaged in a succession of hostilities. 

The Duke, on the <>th, informed the 
governor tlmt the preliminaries had 
Iwim signed the 20th of January at 
Paris and that Gibraltar was to remain 
in tlie possession of Great Britain. 
Prom tills period, operafions on both 


[chap. ^12, 

sides were suspended ; each party anx- 
iously waiting official accounts from 
England of the peace. Toward the 
close of the month, the Duke began 
to withdraw some of the ordnance fipm 
the advanced batteries, and to remove 
materials fW>m the pai'allel to the 
camp. The garrison, on the other 
hand, were employed in making re- 
pairs, and in arranging various mattersn 
which could not t^fore be attended to.. 
Several ships, and a number of boats, 
arrived from England and Portugal ; 
so that provisions became every day 
more abundant, and consequently the 
prices of articles more moderate. 

In the beginning of March, a schooner 
arrived from Barliary, with a letter ac- 
companying a pn*seut of bullocks for 
the governor. We were ignorant of 
the contents of the letter : but, it was 
imagined, the subject was to request a 
renewal of on r friendship. Two officers 
and 24 Corsicans, who in their passage 
to Gil>raltar had been chased ashore on 
the cotist of Barbary by the S{)auiard6, 
arrived also in this boat. The former 
informed us, that, iijwn the commence- 
ment of the attack of the battering- 
ships on the iMveeding 1 .‘Jth of Sl^ptem- 
lM?r, the at Tangier impaired to 

their mosques, imploring Heaven in 
liehalf of their old allies; and that, on 
receiving accounts of the defeat of tlic 
enemy, tliey made public cejoicifig, and 
gave ever}" demonstmtion of their af; 
feetion for the English nation. 

When the ee.ssation of h'ostililics took 
place, parleys were almost daily p&ssing 
lielween the governor and, ihe Puke ; 
and tlie Splln 1 .^h aides-de-camp never 
omitted expressing their surprise that 
the governor had not yet heard 'from 
England. Their jiatieiice as well as 
ours was nearly exhausted, when the 
long-expected frigate arrived pn the 
loth <\f March : but,^ fur some time, 
even, when she had got into the bay, 
she kept us in suspense, steering 
close along the S^iish shore, and 
showing no colours. At length, how-* 
ever, the British ensign was disijlaycd; 
and the anxious gi»rrison saluted her 
with a general hiuza.** She was the 
Thetis £igate, Capt. Bhmkett ; and, . 
soon after she anchozyid, Sir Roger 
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Cbrtis (who had been kuighted for his 
ttouduct on the Uth of SepteinlK^r) 
landed witli dispatches for the ^vemor. 
'fhe Dac dc Crillou sent a parley to 
thesgarrisoQ in the evening, which was 
answered tlie succeeding day. The 
subject of this correspondence probably 
was to appoint an intervievr between 
the generals, ^ on the 12th, his Grace, 
sattcuded by his suite, came down to tlie 
extremity of the western boyau, and 
sent an aide>de-camp to infonn the go- 
vernor he was arrived. General Eliott^ 
attended by Lieut. Koehler, his aide- 
de-camp, s<x)u afterwaixls rode out by 
Ix)wer Forbes’s, and was met by the 
Duke on the lH*acli, half-way between 
the works and Bay-$>itle barrier. Both 
generals instantly dismounted and em- 
braced. When the coininou salutations 
were over, they conversed about half an 
hour, and then returnwl to their re- 
spective cotninands. The cannon in 
the S(>anihh butteries were now all dis- 
mounted ; and large parties were daily 
removing tliem, with ammunition, also 
various inateriuls, from their post at 
the Devil’s tower to the lines and 
cainp^ As their guards were now con- 
siderably diminislicd, numbers of de- 
serters were daily coming over tcj the 
garrison. They were priueipally fo- 
rei^iers ; and the reason they gave was 
a uslik*? to Spanish service. 

The Duk * on the 1 8th, sent the go- 
•vernor a present of a grey Andalusian 
horse. The 22ud, the St. Michael 
man-^f-war sailed for England, where 
she happily arrived safe. Tlie day 
following,* the governor, acconipuui^ 
by (xeueral Green, the chief engineer, 
with ^ the^r ^ides-de-camp, met the 
Duke* 111 the Spanish works : tliey were 
conducted by his Qrace through the 
whole, 'and afterwards to the cave at 
the I^yvil’s tower. The governor 
dined with the^uke at Sou Roque, 
.and returned in tnc evening. Thf 31st, 
the Due de Crilloii, accompanied by 
the Marquis de Saya, Prince de Maza- 
,'rauo. Counts dc Jama'ique and de Se- 

'rano,dDon >, the intendant, and 

Capt. Tendoii, retifincd the visit The 
governor received his Once near 
* F^orbes’s ; ^and on entering th^garrison, 
a salute firedof 1 7 pieces of cannon 


from the Grand battery. When the 
Duke appeared within *thc .walls, the 
soldiers saluted him with a general 
huzza ; wdiich being unexpected by his 
Grace, it was said givatly coiirusod 
him. The reason however being ex- 
plained, he seemed highly pleased with 
tlie old English custom ; and, us he 
passed up Uie main street, where the 
ruinous and desolate appearance of the 
tow n attracted a good deal of his obser- 
vation, his Grace liehavcd with great 
oftiibility. 

The officers of the garrison were in- 
troduced by corps to the Duke, at the 
convent. When the artillery were 
mentioned, he reci'ived them in the 
most flattering niaiiner : ** Gentlemen,” 
said his Grace, addicssiug himself to 
them, “ I woiihl rather see you here os 
friends, than on your batteries os eiie- 
mii«, where,” lulded he, “you never 
s)>are<1 me.” The Duke aflerwurds 
^ isited the batteries on the heights. At 
W^illib’s he made some remarks on the 
formidable appearance of tlie lower de- 
fences ; ol)S(*r%'ing, w hilst he [Miiiited to- 
wards the Old mole battery, that, “ hud 
not his opinion been overruled, lie 
should have directed nil his eftorts 
against that part of tlie garrison.” The 
good state of our batteries in so short a 
period produced some compliments to 
the chief engineer; and, wlien con- 
ducted info the gallery uliove Farriiig- 
dou’s battery,* hi.s (iniee was particu- 
larly astonished, es]:H‘ciully when he 
was informed of its extent, wliieh at 
that time was between .'>i)0 and tiOOfeet. 
Turning to his suite, after exploring 
the extremity, “'These works,” he ex- 
claimed, “ are worth} of tlie Koiiians.” 
After dinner (at w^hicli were present 
tlie generals and brigadiers in the gar- 
rison, with their suites;, he pass 4 .il 
through the camp to Europa, each re- 
^ginicnt turning out without arms, and 
giving tliree cIrits. The youth and 
good apprarance of the troops much en- 
gaged his attention. W'iicu his cu- 
riosity was gratified in that ouarter, he 
returned, and was conducted about 8 
o’clock without Landpor^ being 8a<- 
luted with 1 7 cannon on his depurtiink 

N'ow- called Windsor. 
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His horse startled at the dash of the 
BUiis, and almost, if not entirely, ud* 
horiMKl him; but he es(.‘upod urithout 
being hurt. Tlie Duke, iu tlie course 
of the coiiTen^ation at dinuer, paid 
many handsome C4)iiiplitnent8 to Uie 
governor and gjirrison for their noble 
defence. He hud exvrti'd himself (he 
said) to the utmost of Jiis atulities; and, 
though he had not been successful, yet 
he vfos happy ill having his sovereign’s 
approliution of his conduct.** 

Ik'fore the Due de (h'illon entered 
tlie garrison, the Comte d «2 KuAigniae, 
colonel in the French service (who, the 
reader may remember, was vt‘ry press- 
ing for udiuittaucc into t)n> garrison 
some few days after the ileteat of the 
battLM'iiig-shipK, and who, for the sole 
piirjKMie of seeing the place, liad re- 
mained behind his brigu<le), was ad- 
initU'd into the garrison witlnmt the 
Duke’s knoM ledge ; and, being in the 
flecln* at Lundport when the Duke was 
afiproaching from ForlKis’s, his Grace 
could not avoid seeing him. As he 
had entered witliout the Duke’s per- 
mission, Ids Grace rer; nested he might 
not see him at the convent; and the 
Count, being informed of this, with- 
drew into the garris<in, apparently much 
chagrined at the Duke's purtii'ulurity. 
Wlien his Grace returned, it w’as said, 
oidera were given not to ^leniiit the 
Count to go hack by way of the lines. 
The following evening, however, after 
satisfying his curiosity in the garrison, 
be returned. 

The 2nd of April the Due de Crillon 
quitted tlie comp to reimir to Madrid. 
He w'as succeeded in command hy 
Lieut.-General the Marquis de Suva, or 
Zaya, who had accompauied his Grace 
iuto the garrison, and (what w’os very 
singular) had serv'ed as an officer at the 
preceding siege of Gibraltar in 1727.| 
Deserters still continued coming over 
to us, and the Spaniards were employed 
in removing niatcrkils ftrom the neutral 
ground to the lines. Letters often 
passed between the Marquis and Ge- | 
neral Eliott; but, though the latter i 
requested to pay his compliments at 
San Roque, the etiquette observed by 
the former (orders having been re- 
oeired from Madrll to prevent all in- 


tercourse) would not lor some tinw 
jiemiit him to receive the governor. 
The Ifith of April Sir Roger Curtis 
sailed iu the Brilliant frigate on an 
embassy to the Emperor of Morocco ; 
he took with him, as a present, four 
brass 2b-pouuder8 (which had been 
weighed from the wreck of the batter- 
ing-ships), with proportionable ammu- 
nition. 

His Majesty having beiMi p1ea.sed to. 
confer upon the governor the Most 
Ilonouralile Order of die Bath,"' as a 
mark of his royal approbation for the 
det\-nee of Gibraltar; and having sig- 
nitied his pleasure by Sir Roger Curtis, 
that Lieut.-General Boyd should act as 
his Majesty’s representative in invest- 
ing General Kliott with the insignia of 
the order, which ceremony was to be 
performed iu a.s splendid and mag- 
iiiiiceiit a manner as the state of the 
garrison would pCTiiiit ; the enginec^ 
soon after the arrival of the Thetis, 
lK*g:in to erect a colonnade u()on the 
rampart of the King’s bastion, that the 
honours might be conferred w here die 
victory was" gained. By the 2.’lrd of 
.‘Xpril (.St. George’s doy) the col(ij.inade 
was hiiishi'd; and, every preparation 
for the eerenioi y being completed, the 
governor emnineneed by comniiinicat- 
iiig to the troojis the thanks of their 
king uinl country for their defeyiee of 
(Bhrultar, Detachnieiils ?rom all the 
regiments and corps, with all the officersc 
not on dnt>, were assembled in three 
lines on the Ihd sands at eight o’clock 
in the inorning; and the^ governor 
taking po.*^! in the centre i f \!ie second 
line, ami the ii ual compliments being 

* Thii wii<i not tlip only honour rortferr^d 
on the (General fur lus Ker\ii’eft in <lH'ciiiIln|{ 
(•ihraltHr. I*iirliam«'nt» vo'pd him a li^ndsome 
ppnmnn for life; and Mis snvpreiL'n. <Mi his 
return to Uritain in l‘sT, gave liiiq an ad- 
ditional '’'ark of his approbation by raisltis 
him toitlip Hritish peeragw. by the style anil 
title of Lord Ileathlleld, Karon Ileaihlield of. 
Gibraltar, with tiie honourable f''stinction of 
bearing, in chief, with his own arms, the arms 
of the garrison. (General B<nd was also 
honoured with the Order of the Hath, and* 
(venerel Green distinguished by a 1»af.siietcy 
After Geneml Eliott scA^vatloh to the p«N>rago 
he was w^r emplo>ed oh active service ; 
and ashorMime afterwards lie was attacked ^ 
with paralysis, of whirh hetneq, at hia iw- 
aidenne new Aw la-CThapellst aged 7*. 
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4 >aidy his Excellency addressed himself 
to the garrison as follows : — 

‘•Gentlemen— I have assembled you 
this day, in order that the oflioers and 
scjdiers may receive, in the most public; 
luauner, an authentic declaration trans- 
mitted to me by the secretary of state*, 
ca pressing tlie high sense* his Majesty 
entertains of your meritorious conduct 
in defence of this garrison. The King's 
satisfaction upon this event Mas soon 
divulged to all the world, hy his most 
grueioiis siKHH!h to both lioiises of Par- 
liament. The House of l^ords and the 
Hoii.se of Commons not only made tlie 
suitable pi*ofessions in tlieir addresses 
to the throne, but have severally en- 
joined me to eoininuiiicate their una- 
nimous thanks hy tlie following resolu- 
tions : — 

* Di« VfntTis, I'l I)<*<y*mhriB, 17H2. 

* Kesolveil, iiemine dissentiente, 

liy the lairds spiritual and 
terii]M)rul, in Parliament as- 
M'liililed, that this House doth 
highly approve and aeknow- 
ledge the s<*rvices of the offi- 
cers, soldiers, and sailors, 

# lately employed in the de- 

fence of Gibraltar; and Unit | 
General Kliott do signify Uie 
same to them/ j 

* Die Jovis, 12 l>oceml>riB, 17s2. 

* • Resedved, ueniiiie coiitradiecaite, 

that the thanks of this House 
f Commons j be given to Lieut.- 
Geiieral Ho}d, Major-General 

• de la Motte, Major-General 
• Green, chief engineer; to Sir 

Itoger ( 'iirtis, Knt., and to the 
officers, .soldiers, and sailors, 

* • • lately c'inployed in the de- 

fence of Gibraltar.’ ” 

The governor * then proceeded : — 
“ No^ army has ever Im'cu rewarded hy 
higher national honours : an^ it is weW 
known how gi^at, universal. u*l kik)ii- 
taiusms jiere the rejoicings throughout 
the Jdngdorn upon the news of }our 
Buc<ce88^. . These mu.st not only give }'ou 
ine^ressiblc pleasure, but afford matter 
or triumph -’to yeftr dearest friends and 
latest posterity. As a %rther proof 
how just your title is to suoii ffattering 
distinctions gt ^pme. rest assured, from 


undoubted authority, Uiut the nations 
in Europe and other imrts are struck 
with admiration of your dhllant beha- 
viour: even our late rc'solute and de- 
termined ttutagoiiista do not seniple to 
liestow the commendations due to such 
valour and perseveniiiee. 

** I now most wanniy congratulate yon 
on these uuikHl and brill iant testimonies 
of approlmtion, amidst such numerous, 
such exaltcHl tokens of applause: and 
forgive me. faithful compaiiious, if 1 
huiubly crave your acceptance of my 
grateful acknoM'ledgineiita. 1 only 
m'suDie to Bsk this favour, as having 
xvn a constant witness of your cheer- 
ful siibinission to the greatest hardships, 
your inateliless spirit and exertions, and 
on all oc(‘asions your heroic contempt 
of every danger.” 

A grand lt*u-de-joie was then fired 
hy the line, each discharge commenc- 
ing with a royal salute of 21 guns. 
Tliree cheers elosc‘d the C4*remony. 
'i'he eominander-in-ehief, general and 
fi4 Id officers, aftei'wurds m itJidrew ; and 
tlie detucliments (formed two deep) 
marched into town, and lined the 
stre4‘ts lending from the convent, hy 
the Spanish chiireli and Grand ))arude, 
to the King's bastion. Alsmt half- 
past eleven o’eloek, tin* proeession l»e- 
gan to move in the following order; 
ull niicoven'd, and tMo tleep, exci‘pt 
tlie troops under arms. 

Marshal. 

Music, 12th Regiment, 

Playing 

“ St*e the eon<|ueriiig Her«> coineH," 
AltTlLI.iaiY. 

QrAUTKR-M a.sti:r-( } knkra i., and 
Adj ltant-Gs> kiia i.. Tow n-M a.ior, 
and Dkitty; 

With other Staff of tin* Garrison. 

First Division of Fn id Officers, 
Youngest first. 

Music 5^th Regiment 

Tlie Co M .VI 1 sN i( j^vkr’k' Skcbetak y, 
Hearing on a crimson velvet cushion 
The Commission. 

The CoMMrssjoNKB’H Aider-db-Camp. 

Likct. General Hoyd, thfi 

King’s Commissioner. 

The Governor’s Secretart, 
Bearing, on a crimson velvet cusbiom 
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The Insipiia 
Of the Order of the Bath. 

The Gov\:KNOR’a Aii>K8*dk OamPi 
as Inquires. 

GENERAL ELIOTT, 

The KNUifiT KLErr; 
Supported by Generals De i.a Motte 
and Ghkkn. 

AideS'dcscanip to tlu* Major-Generals. 
Major-General PieroN. 

His Aide-ile-cainp. 

The Bripadier-Gouerals, eldest first. 
Their Brigade Majors. 

Music, De la Motte’s. 

Second Division of Field Officers, 
Eldest first. 

Music, 5f>ih Regiment. 

The Grenadiers of the Garrison. 

No compliment was paid to the 
knight elect ; but, as the commissioner 
passed, each regiment, Mrith the officers, 
saluted. When the procession arrived 
at the colonnade, the general and 
field officers placed themselves on each 
side of the throne ; the artillery 
formed under the colonnade, and the 
grenadicTS fronting the bastion, along 
the line-wall. The proper reverences 
iK'itig made to the vacant throne, the 
coininissiouer desired his secretary to 
read the conimissiou : which btdng 
done, he addressed the knight elect in 
a short complimentary speech, taking 
the riband at the conclusion, and plac- 
ing it over the governor’s shoulder, 
wlio inclined a little for that purpose : 
three reverences were then a second 
time made, and each took his seat on n 
crimson velvet chair on each side of 
the tliroiie, the commissioner sitting on 
the right hand. The govenior was no 
sooner invested than the music stnick 
up “ God save the King.” The grena- 
diers fired a volley, and a grand dis- 
charge of KiO pieces of cannon was 
fired from the sea-line. The proces- 
sion then passed forward through the 
colonnade, and returned in the same 
order. The detachments were afteiv 
wards dismissed, and each non-com- 
missioned officer and private received 
a pound of fresh beef and a i^iiart of 
wine. The generals, with, their suites, 
and the field-officer^ dined at the con- 
vent In the evening the colonnade 


I was illuminated with difTerentcoloured 
lamps, and transparent pauitinn in the 
back scene; and Sir George Augustus 
Eliott with the lieutenant-governor 
and principal officers of the garriagn, 
assembling at the King’s bastion about 
nine o'clock, there was a display of 
fire- works firoiii the North and South 
bastions, and the Spanish church ; the 
principal of which were fired from the ^ 
latter, being opposite to the company. 

Thus, in festivity and with honour, 
ended the labours of the garrison of 
Gibraltar. During a peri^ of three 
years, seven months, and twelve davB 
(that is from the commencement of tne 
blockade to the cessation of arms), we 
had experienced a continued series of 
watchfulness and fatigue, the horrors 
of famine, and every harassin(a; and 
vexatious mode of attack which a 
powerful, obstinate, and revengeful 
enemy could devise. On reviewing 
the transactions of this period, two cir- 
cumstances cannot fait to strike the 
attentive reader; viz. the very slow 
manner in which the enemy proceeded 
in tlieir early operations, and tlie im- 
possibility of maintaining so styct a 
blockade os to prevent all coniraiini- 
cation by sea. To evince these, and 
other circumstances not unimportant 
to military readers, I have been re- 
duced to greater accuracy and^ ny- 
nutencss than ordinary hi^oriaiis are 
obliged to obser^'C ; and instead of the < 
acuteness of investigation, or a splendid 
sententiousness, I have been necessi- 
tated to pursue the narrative, almost 
uninterrupteillv, in the tedifuii forpi of 
a joinmal. 1 have not presumed to in- 
tersperse ninny animadversions of my 
own : the only merit to which F can 
lay any claim, is that of a faithful nar- 
ration of facts ; an& I confess I Would 
at any time rather walk in the In^aten 
^ track of v'.vuth, than mislead the judg- 
ment fif my readers fti the wilds of . 
fancy and conjecture. «. 

A return of casualties is annexed, 
also the expenditure of amLiunition,.\ 
both by the enemy and garii^on. ’ 
These papers, as well as the estimate 
of provisiovs, I thought better to throw 
into the fcfiin of an Appendix,than to in- < 
terrupt the narrative by their''hifiertioiLi 
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gTAT GE'XE'KAL DE E’AKMETJ E-Sl’AGNOLE ET FRAN9OISK 
EMPLOYE E AU SIE'GE DK GIHRALTAR, 

80178 T.FS ORDRE8 DP. 80N KXC'ELLENCK LK ]>tC l)£ CRIL1X>N. 


P.-^TAT AfA.TOU I»K L^AHME'E F.SI*A0N'0L£. 

CE'NE'iIAL r.S CUEF LK CAPTTAINK-OE'NE'RAL DPC I)E OHILIiON. 

Li(*iilennnit-(H'nt*r iux. M»i4Vh.iJi\ Camp. ]iriRiulii‘r>. 

D'Aliaren, ^ ^ lA*MRUiiiiRitHZu>nK(rh.niit Iti'u.inl. l)e Gurci.i Uu 

Comm'indaiiHjeuiTal ih*8 ( ‘niniiuiiulunt doa (iaidi'M W.il- la Moui. Dv Giilazar* 

Lnif^uiiMirti. loiifn. IV timaUs 

l.e Ikmito dr Lu-py. !)«• TiIK . Cidonel d’AriiUeru* D'lliirrea. Dmhut. 

(^imiiiHiidaiit GiMiord d«' Dr Tidlrr. ('(Aiiiniidl. doatiardrw Do Ih'Udiart. Dr Vadia* 
r ArtiUrrir. K-|ja;'n(di h ^ D'Diipviiuli. Lt* C'AXiitH dv 

Dr I1 aI)oi-. D 01i\r«, .Nfiijor-Griirral d« I lii- lltiwy. 

I'omte de Kr^illui;l:'rdn. laiitrrir. lU* Curvnrn. Dr Giitirrrrr. 

Le Marquii (it! Ciiaa)pi({i^al. l.r MaiqtiH d(‘ Motit llrrnit««>o, lirTirrrl. Lr llaroii da 

Af.ijm (irtirr.d do la CaMilt'tir rt SU'JiilHiig. 

Diaroiit Lr M.trqtiU 

Do Piifhfrho. •I'AvIllrii Dr Moron. 

Lr M.u'qiiii. dr Hr met lorio. Dr Caro. Dr Piiilo. 

Do flora. Dr ItouraloN. Dr Foul. 

1^ MiirtpiiN dr Turrrmauiuiiia. Du LaiiBastrr. DrTotuuu. 

Dr CiiMttd 

d*C>M‘iiii. 1)0 Sun|{rt>. 

Im Priuor do 
Monllort. Dr Srrvino. 

D(> Moya. Dr Coluiin. 

Lr Mnrqiiiado 
Val|i.iruiwj. f.r Ditr do 
Mttutollaiio. 

Do No VII Cor- 
rnda. Dr 

Dr Pachrclio I.o MiirquU 

Giron. d'Aloa. 

• • A INFANTEBIE. D'Latncharia. 
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Ui'^imeni. 

D'Ortirieni 

•uperieura. 

P'Uommea. 

Hri^adfl ( Pi* (.vounoia . 
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1,02.> 

Fraiifuibe \ !>«• Rrt‘t»gne 

65 

1.010 

Rrignde f Royal Suoduia 

. 65 

1.000 

A lletnaiule \ Pe'lloiiilloti 
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1,025 

Total Fr.moolt . . 
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4.055 

Ii!apai;iiol .... 

. >669 

27.067 

Grand tolnl . . . . . 
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31,122 

33,0. '8 OiRciera rl triioi 


n y avoit un riir[w •rin&rnienrH mix nr<lr(*ii lin M. irAhnrra. comp™*^ ile S Inernipiini pn 
I'J fu svmntl. II oidin.iirps. 14 extriuirclmnireH, 12 A.iuiianii. Tiip ('itinpHUiii** <((• Mara- 
rluiussow, lit* -10 ti'ix onln't d'uii I.liMit. II y h iiiia (H>nipuKni<‘ilN(^d«!tii,dont li*Cavl> 
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ExrKNi>rriTiiK of asimumtion from the CAiinisoM as© 

nt THE ENEMY. 


* nAHRiaoH. 

>NKUY. 

Commencing tlie ]2tli ofHcptt’mber, 1T79, and 
ebdiiig tlin .‘iril uf Fcbruaiy, 1783. 

Commenping the 12t)i of April, 1781, •nd 
ending the 2nd of February, 1783. 



Totiil 200»fi00 runuds. • ' • • 

llriiish gun’boau . 4,<28shot. S]jam»h gttu-bcNiU M.283 shut andshi'llii. 


21 ) 5.328 I ' 258 . 3 ifr 

TliecirrImnniMndedmmicnreoOObatrcUof pondvr ; and the Diimftrr of f4dimnr^ damotird and d>*tiru?pd ' 
iliirinu llip slofio Dinitiinird to SH 

Thp number of bnircU of powder eapeudad bj the cnemr could never be neccrtaincd. *nor Wbaf ordnanv* neo 
liM'.ruteu. 


















An EiAiimln of the /V#ce« fired upon Provisions by a Committee of Offivers^ at 
Gibraltar, October the :i:ird, 1782. To which is annexed the price of 
• various articles, as they were sold at different Periods of' the Blockade 
* and Siege. 

The tiiina are turned tuto ■terhu)', st the avera,(e exrhaiiije of >U. 'M. the dollar ; though the 
Oarrition exchaaga iliictuated Iwtwevn dd and :if. Cd. 
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Tilts estiffiate iiftorwards underwent some small alteration by the (Vinflaittec, the wines being 
•llxcd,lhe\ tboiii:bt, at t<H> low a price. Deside the artielea mentioned under the head of the 
Blo^^de\>rice> (be futiowing sold in the coune of the siege for the sums annexed tu them 

A col fa liea^ and feet 

A call '•'^liiek %. 

Hind quarter, with the lRf>ad ana tail of an Algerine sheep 
Hg'.d and feet of a sheep . * . . . . . 

Asbuliock'/bead, without tongue 
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A bullmk's heart . . 

A upat's head .... 

• « e 


Onions, per lb. . . . . 

A cabbage .... 

• ■ « 


A bunch of cahhage -leaves 

A hunch of carrots atul turnips • 

• we 

• • • 


A small hunch of r-ididies 

A I'int of milk and water • 

A lemon ..... 

A quill 

A live pig Mild for ... 

• * 



0 9 9 

0 8 14 

0 2 <: 

0 17 * 

0 0 5 f» 

0 1 04 

0 0 5 

0 1 3 

0 0 6 

0 0 r>4 

9 14 9 


A larue fM)w ill fiiH hold for upwards of 29/. A Koat, with a yoiiiiff kid, both of which ha^ 
b(‘en purchuMiid in KukIuiuI for 16x., sold in the ^arriimu, wlipn the latter was ulxint twelve 
iiioutliH iild, for near 12/ An 4*ni{lisli milch-cow was sold. In 1780, for 50 f(iiineas; reserviiilf 
to the seller a pint of milk each day whilst she uave milk. ; and another cow wns piirchased by 
n .Tew fur (>0 Kuiiiuas, hut (he I mast was in so feeble a c«mdition that she driMM>cd dow ti dead 
heftirp she h id ljuen renioveii many Inindred yards. If these iucls w'crc not thought sunieiunt 
to demonstrate the exoriiitaut |iriRi‘s of every article in the garrison, others could be adduce*! 
of equally as surprising a complexion. 


7’V following are the proportions of the Prize-Money t as distributed to the Gar- 
rison of Gibraltar^ from the sums arising from the Ihid-Mouey granted 
by Parliament for destroying the Battering-Ships^ and the sale of the St. 
Michael man-of-war, ^ 

The subsequent sums are proportions of 30,000/., which was the sum flist divided 


£, f. d. 

The governor, 1-1 fJth . . . 1H75 0 0 

Lieuieimnt<-gn\enior . . . 9i7 10 0 

Maiur-geiieral .... 4<'8 15 0 
Ilrigiulier-genernl .... 207 10 0 

Colonel 156 I 0 

Lieutenant -colonel . . . 80 16 0 

Major 67 15 6 


£ $, d. 

Captain 4.t 10 1 

Lieutenant 25 5 6 

Second lieutenant and ensign . 22 0 ^4 

.Serjeant 6 ^ 

Corporal d. 2 0 114 

I'rivate 19 1^ 


A second Act of raihument afterwards passed, for granting totlie g irrisun whitever might lie 
Ashed up from the wreoUsof thn Ijutti-ring-Mhips : and those enipto\eiim (liisdiiljr iirooeedefl 
with such success, that brass and iron cannon, with other articles, were reco^red to a con- 
eidernbl'* value. 

Two divisions, of 16,000/. and HvMMi/., have since been distributed ; the latter ot wltich, it Is- 
imagined, will be the last. , ^ • ' 


St 

THF. ENP. 
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